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APPENDIX. 



SMiTifsoNunr Idtstitution, 

Wtuhingt0nf January \y 1850. 

Sir: I have the honor to tratismit to yoy, in compliarice with the dutf 
assigned me, the foUowing report upon the public tioraries of the United 
States, prepared in accordance with the plan of rendering the Smithsonian 
Institution , a centre of bibliographical knowledge. 

I remain, very lespectTulty, your obedient servant, 

C. O.JEWETT, 
Librarian of the Smithsonian In9tkuti9m. 
To Joseph Henry, LL. D., 

Secretary tff ike Stnithst^nian InslittUion. 



t^RELIMmARY RBMARRa ^ 

Books constitute a large element of the intenecmal weahh -of a nation. 
On the shelves of publishers and venders they are an indication of exist- 
ing demand, atid an earnest of usefulness. Nor are they idle even 
there. The sfiops of booksellers have, from early times, been the favorite 
resorts of men of letters. Their contents are, for purposes of reference, 
more accessible than chose of most libraries. 

OoUections of books for private libraries are a(so of great public interest.' 
The proprietor of each clerives from it his own means of teaching 
the puUtc. Not only so; private collections are generally made tor 
specific purposes^ and are — each in some particular branch of knowledge — ' 
as complete as ihe means of the proprietor will allow. The learning, bib- 
iiographical skiH, and resources oil the coltector haye been limited to 
Dome one object, and thsst he has pursued to its utmost extent. He has 
thus formed a complete iibrary in one department. The' aggregation of 
such libraries would constitute a complete universal library. These col- 
lections genecally become, sooner or later, parts of public collections: such 
is commonly the wish of the scholars who form them. Therefore, the 
community may be allowed to watch — so far as they can without intru-' 
siveness— such private accumulations, with interest and satisfaction. In 
this country, moreover, a narrow and exclusive spirit among book collect- 
ors is almost unknown. Gathering for use, and with an appreciating 
spirit, they are not disposed to debar others from the treasures which the^ 
possess. The liberality of proprietors of large collections of books in this 
oountry is remarkable, and i bdieve unparalleled. 

But our present object is not to describe private collections. The cen- 
sus board, with an enlightened regard tor the interests of letters, have in- 
cluded books, in both public and private libraries exceeding one thousand 
volumes, among the objects to be enumerated. Mr. John R. Bartlett, be- 
fore his appointment to the important post which he now holds upon the 
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Mexican boundary commission, had made considerable progress in pro- 
curing from the proprietors of the most valuable private collections such 
accounts of their literary treaspres a^ WQuld be ot public importance, and 
such as they were willing to. havd. printed. . ^rhese notes will not be lost, 
though the publication of them is deferred. ' 

Our immediate concern is with public libraries. It is unnecessary to 
seek for an exact definition of the word puhlic in this connexion. I 
mean by it libraries- which are accessible — cither without restriction, or 
upon. c6ndition8 with^which all can easily comply — to every person who 
wishes to use them. for their appropriate purposes.- In this sej^sp I be- 
lieve it; may be said that all lioraries in this country-, which ar^ fuot ^\r 
vate .property, (and indeqd.mauy which are. private property^) are public 
libraries. 

Of these libraries I have endeavored to collect such historiral, statisti- 
cal, and descriptive. notices as would be of general interest; together with 
such special details as would be beneficial to those who arc engaged in the 
organization and care of similar establishments. 

No person who will consider the vast extent of the field to be surveyed, 
the tedious process by which most of the information is to be collected — 
namely, by circular letters and private correspondence— the difficulty in 
this busy land of getting any one to furnish minute information on such 
8ubj(xt8, the antiquated statiistic?, on these matters, which survive all 
other changes, in gazetteers and geographies, and the fact that there is 
nowhere in this country a full collection of books and pamphlets relating 
to the local affairs of the several towns and counties of the different States*^ 
no one who will consider these things, and remember that this is but one 
of the topics of inquiry to which I was required to devote my attention, 
and that, by the other duties of my ofiice> 1 was prevented from visiting^ 
rhost of the libraries which I wished to describe, will be surprised if he. 
should, find that, in some instances, these accounts are not so fall nor so 
accurate as could be desired. 

The publication of them, in their present state, is considered a step 
necessary to their completion and perfection. Copies will be distributed 
to librarians and others interested in. these matters, and all persons who 
may receive the work are earnestly requested to furnish corrections, ad* 
ditionsi and sugjgestions for a second edition. It is hoped that within a- 
few. years materials may be obtained for accurate accounts, embracing all 
historical facts of importance with reference to every library and every in^ 
stitution pqssessinga library in this country; and includinfr Ihe history 
an4 statistics,, with a desciiption of the bibliographical and scientifKi 
treasures of each. 

The present notices relate tXmo^X. exclusively to librariesi When the li- 
brary forms but a department (it may be a comparatively small one) of an: 
institution, it has not been the aim to give anything more of the history 
of such institution than was necessaiy to illustrate the formataonr, position' 
or prospects, of the library. 

it was at first intended to limit these notices to the answers obtained to ' 
this, questions of a ciicrular letter*^ Manyof the circulars have, however, 
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'^he following is a copy of the circular letter: 

Th<i followinjff question* have been prepared in order to collect as accurate statistlcfl aa poi» 
•ibli of the Tartt)U0 publte Itbraries in the United Statev; 
t.l^l wkatnama ia Um library fecnJl/ deaignated? % Whsn wm it foundad? 3. What stimbcr 
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TCOttiiied to this dme unanswered ; others were filled np hMtily, uid 
nfe but a meagre account of the collections; others, again, simply fs- 
MfTed to some sources from which authentic details miglit be gathered. 
In order to give anything like completeness or uniformity to the notices, 
it was found necessary to re write them, and to seek additional inforniA- 
tion from ail aYailaUe sources. When the librarian's name is given in 
connexion with an article, it is an indication that the principal facts were 
derived from his answers to the queries. When the lacts have been ga- 
thered from other sources, the authorities have, for the most part; b^n 
'named. 

It is to be regretted that these statistics do not all refer to exactly the 
same dale. They were intended to represent the condition of the hbraries 
at the middle of the year 1849; but when returns were not made, and it 
was necessary to take the best accounts at hand, these frequently related 
to a time several years past. 

Doabdess many libraries, more important than some which are ni«n* 
tioaed in these notices, have been oveiiooked. The omission is nniu- 
tentional. It lias been utterly impossible to collect, at once, full and 
reliable accounts of all tlie libraries, small and large, in tlie country. 
This publication will make known our wish to gather all facts worthy of 
cecoid respecting every one of them; and, in conformity with this piaii| 
we would resnectfuUy and earnestly solicit from the guardians of libraries 
not mentioned here, or of which the accounts are in<^rreet or in any 
^ray nnsadsfactory, to furnish us with the means of improving the work 
for a second edition. Wc would direct attention particularly to the fU- 
lio wing points: 

1. The number of volumes of printed books as they stand upon tills 
shelves; the number of pamphlets; the number of manuscripts, in the 
tbrm of works intended for publication, or of letters, Jcc.; the number of 
maps and charts: of loose engravings; of sheets of music unbound, and 
of bound books of music*; the number of coins and meilals, pictures, 
busts, ^V;c., possessed by the institution on the 1st of January, 1851. 

2. The expenditure for books, and the number of books purchased, 
during the year ending December 31, 1850. 

3. The number of books lent out, also the number used in the library 
rooms, during tlie same period. 

4. Important fiicts not already given with reference to the history of ttte 
- I - ■ - — ^ - 

of TttluaMsdoetkeooum? 4. HaaUcoUtedoiisornaniMcripiB, miipaaMd^Hurts, Bttsk^tag**^ 
via^i, B«d«l4, coins, etc? If so, pUaae to slate th« numbsr otntklm uttmch dascitpiion. 6. Ate 
eke numbers, given in reply to the last two question t, aseertained by actually counting the ▼•!• 
noies sad articles, or are they from a conjectural estimated 6. What has been the yearfV sTentfe 
■umber of Ydtumes addod lo the libimij for die laat isn years? 7. What has beca the jmtff 
awctafe expendiuire for the purchase of books? 8. It theia a permaaent fund for the iaarss^a 
of the library? If so, how larss is it, and what sum does it yield aiuraally? 9. How many and 
what oScers are employed? w hat are the names and address of the present ottcers? 10. Has a 
hotfding been erected expreariy lor the libfary? If so, when, of wiMt aMtanal, and at what «• 
pisrri' II. Wbat are the dimensions. and what is the (ground plan, of the Itbcary buiSdin^ or 
TSonuP 1^ Are the books arranged on the shelves accordiuf to sulij^cta, or on some other sys- 
•sa? 13. Is there a priated catalogue of the library? If so, when was it printed, aad what is lis 
mMA. and th- number of pages? If more than one, what ia the data ot sacW 14. How oAai 
is the library openc»d« and how long is ii kept open each tim«? 15. Who are entitled to the aas 
of the library, and ab wbat teroM? 16. Art books lent out to read? If so, how maa y aas 
taken out annual y? 17. What is the yearty arera^e number of per9on< conjultin^ the ImtKf 
wiUiOui taking away book>? IS. Have the books been injured at any time by inaect^' 19. la 
there any reguldUon by which books m^iy be lent by courtesy to perisocs at a dis ta nce^ If so, 
whaiisii? ' 



library, and the institution with which the libraiy is connected, in thfe 
place we would also b^ leare, on behalf of the Smithsonian Institution, 
to solicit for its library tke gift of books, pamphlets, or articles, printed or 
written, relative to the history, condition,, or prospects of every literary, 
scientific^ and educational establishment in the country; with catalogues 
{old as well as new) of all libraries f annual and triennial catalogues of 
colleges and high schools; and documents relating to common schools, 
Sunday schools, (fcc. It is highly important to have upon our shelves the 
means of tracing the progress of education |n this country in the history 
of schools, colleges, and libraries, from their foundation to the' present 
time. Such a collection would be peculiarly appropriate in a central in- 
stitution like this. Nothing pertaining to the subject should be thought 
loo insignificant to be sent. Everything will find tte place, and^ we may 
safely say, will one day be usefiil. 

6. It would be interesting to have a descripticm, or at least a list,, of alt 

* remarkably rare and curious books or manuscripts which the library may 

possess; and we would ask particularly for an account, as n»nute as may 

be convenient, of all manuscripts relating to the early hbtory of thisk 

.^untry. 

To those who have contril^uted informaticHi for this work I beg leave to 
.present my sincere thanks. I have heretofore spoken of the articles con- 
tained in the ^^Serapeum" for 1846, from the pen of Hermann E. Lude- 
wig, esq., of New York, on the libraries of America, as the iuUf st and 
jpQOSt correct account of them that had been published. His was the 
work of a pioneer. It was faithfully done, and I ■- most cheerfully 
acknowledge my obligations to him for the assistance which I have de* 
rived from his researches.^ 

MAINE. 

AUGUSTA* 

State Library — about 9,000 wife.— ^Founded 1836. The average yearly 
increase Is about 500 volumes. From 1840 to 1847, the annual appropria- 
tion for the purchase of books was $300; for 1848, 8400; for 1849^ 
$400. One of the rooms of the Stato House (60 feet by 30) is appropriated 
to the library. It is fitted up with alcoves on two sides — twelve in all. 
Three catalogues have been printed — the first (GO pages 8vo.) in 1839; 
the second (106 pages 8vo.) in 1843; the third (120 pages 8vo.) in 1846. 
.Another is in preparation. During the sessions of the legislature the 
library is open from 8 a. m. to 6 p. m. Books ibay be taken from the 
{library by the governor, members of the council, senate, house of repre- 
Ijsentatives/ beads of departments, judges 6f the courts, secretary and 
JBQembers of the board of education, and the superintendent of* the Insane 

, ■^™^— ■■!■■■ .a^ ■ ■ ■ ■■■■ ■ ■♦^ ■ ...^ ■ , , ■■■■■■■ III I.I ■ ^ , ,, — ^»^— ma %m»m^ ■^■■■■i iiii w i ■■ ■-■ -i ^m mb^^. ■ mw " 

-. * These notices were brought up to January, 1850, at whi^h time tbey were presented to the 
^tcente of •the Smithsonian Institution. As the printing has been delayed for a year, I have 
.adoed to them such facts as during the interval have come to my knowledge. These additions 
juiprove the notices in fullness and accuracy ; but they give them a fragmentary character, which 
;«ould only be avoided by rewriting many of ihem— a task which was not consistent with my 
■4»4ber duties. 

JjkXVAxr^ 1851. 
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'Hoflpttal. The privilege to the members of the legislature, board of ieduca- 
tioii and its secretary, is limited to the time they may be in session. No 
law books, (excepting those of the State of Maine,) nor books presented 
by the United States, or any other State, or received throngh Vattemaie^ 
exchange, can be taken from the library except for the use of the .two 
houses, and the committees, at the conmiittee-rooms, during their session. 
Probably 2,500 persons consult the library each year. Ezra B. French^ 
of Damariecotta, Secrestary of State and ex fiffid^ librarian; Abner Oakes, 
of Sangerville, assistant librarian* 

BANGOR. 



Theological Seminmy Libraries— 7 ySOO vols.— The Theological Semi- 
nary at Baugorwas incorporated in 1814 as the ^^ Maine Charity School.'^ 
It was at first connected with Hampden Academy . In 1819 it was removed 
to Bangor. It is under the direction of the Congregationalists. The 
library was founded in 1832, and contains 7,500 volumes, selected with 
special reference to the benefit of theological students; with a few maps 
and charts, ^nd a great variety of curiosities, collected chiefly by mis- 
sionaries among the heathen; as ornaments, implements of labor, idol 
gods, d^c, &c. The yearly average increase is about 400 volumes. An- 
nual expenditure for books about $500. There is no permanent fund. 
It is expected that a building will soon be erected for the library. Tlfe 
books are arranged on the shelves according to subjects. No catalogue 
has been printed. There are two written catalogues — one alphabetical, 
the other lecordiiig the books as they stand on the shelves. Open twice 
a week for taking out books, and every afternoon lor consultation. Stu- 
dents, officers, trustees, clergymen, and other literary gentlemen in the 
city of Bangor; are entitled to the use of the library, for which no charge 
is made. The post of librarian is usually fiUed by a student of the 
seminary. 

The Society of Inquiry on Missions, connected with the seminary, is 
in possession of a valuable cabinet and library. — [See History of the 
Bangor Theologicsd Seminary, by Rev. E. Pond, D. D., in the Ameri- 
can Quarterly lUsgister for August, 1841, p. 27.] 

BRUNSWICK. 

Bowdoin Collie Libraries — 2A,15Q vols, — Bowdoin College was estab- 
lished in 1794, but it did not go into operation till eight years later. The 
college libr^ury dates firom the organization of the institution, in 1802, and 
contains at present (1840) 11,600 volumes. For the last ten years the 
average annual increase has been about 130 volumes, and the average 
annual expenditure about $200. Ther^ is no permanent fund for the 
ptirchase of books, but an annual appropriation of $200 is made from the 
funds of the college. Since 1846 a granite building has been erected, at 
an expense of about $40,(X)0; apart of which will be the college chapel, 
and a part contains the library. The room now occupied by the library 
is 70 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 18 feet high. There are, besides, two 
wings, to be used when required — each 70 feet long, 18 feet wide, and 
18 feet high. The last printed catalogue was published in 1819, con- 
laining T^ pages 8vo. It is now out of print, and, were it to be had; 
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would give a . very imperfect idaa of the present libraiy.^ > It i is ^imctM 
^that a^new catalogae.wHI aoonbe prepared and published. The libraiT' 
^18 open three times aweek^ one hour each .time. . Ouiiog these hours the 
.use of the hbrary is allowed to all persons, without fee. Books are lent 
out to the students, resident graduates, officers, trustees, .and overseers 
.of the college, and to the clergymen of Topsham and Brunswick. The 
•number of charges for .volume» lent is about 3^0(X> annually. Daniel R. 
.Goodwin, Professor of Modern Languages; is lihrarian. 

There are four libraries belonging to sociatieaof imder.gradualeiaof the 
college, viz: 

The Peucinian Society library - - - - 4,800 vols 

AthenoBan Society library .... 3,800 *^ 

(These two librtlries sure increased annually^ each by about 
' ;SOD volumes.) 

{.Theologieal Society library • • - - - 760 ^^ 

• Peace. Societv library - - - - - |KM) " 

i(The books belonging to thePteie Society were presented 

by the late WimamLadd, esq.) 
^he medical department of the. college^. established in 

1820, has a remarkably good library of - - « 3,300 ^' 

7%c ERstorkal Society of Maine was incorporated February 6, 1829, 
It has a small library of boolcs, pamphlets, manuscripts and papers, re- 
latii^g principally to the history of Mame. The society has received, du- 
'png the last year, a' grant of land from the legislature, which will yield 
about $6,000, for the express purpose of erecting a fire-proof biiilaing. 
•When such a building is completed, a new interest will doubtless be 
awakened in the community to behalf of the society, and it is expected 
that large collections of manusdripts and papers of historic value witli 
reference to the State, nowkept in reserve waiting for a safe place of de- 

fjsite, will be received, and will fortn an important and vahiable Hbrary. 
rofessor AipheusS. Packard, of Bo wdoin College, BrunswiQk,;Ubrariau» 

I * 

HOULTON. 

Forest Club lAbrary-^iiOO vols) — Aroostook county is situated in the 
northern forests of Maine. Houlton, the shire town, is nearly 100 miles 
from any settlement of importance in the -United States. It is, however, 
gratifying to record the establishment in this place of a public library, in 
July, 1849. n(^he number of its volumes is as yet inconsiderable; but we 
.ehronicle its formation with the hope that the notice may, in some hum- 
'ble manner, serve its interests by airecting towards it the donations of 
those who have books to bestow. William Butterfietd^ librarian. 

PORTLAND. 

I 

i 

AthentBum Library — 6,170 vols, — This institution was incorporated 
March 6, 182T. The library contains (1849) 6,17(» volumes. The rate of 
increase cannot be accurately stated; a new system of supervision has 
•lately been adopted, which will hereafter enable the librarian to give such 
'information. The institution has a ftind, now amounting to $3,100, and 
Increasing at the rate of $300 to ^600 per year, intended for the general 
^purposes of the AthencBum. 
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An alpbab^al ^ftUlogue of 88 jpages in 12rno. was printed in 1839. 
Another, was printed; December^ 1 849, !entitled '^Catalogite of the! library 
of the Portland Athenseum;. with the By-Laws of the Institution, adopteii 
February 19, 1849." ■ 12mo, Portland, 1849: in 150 pages. The books 
are iarranged . in : 18 cheaters. This catalogue is well compiled and hand* 
somely printed. 

The library is open twice a we^k, 31 hours each time. 

Tbe persons entitled to the use of tne library are, {Mroprietors of shares, 
costing $40 each, and others on payment of $10 annually. 

8,150 books were lent out during the last year. James Merrill, libra- 
rian. 

The following historical account of the A^thenaeum is from a book just 
published by Mr. Willis, of Pordand: 

'^This institution is the. successor to the Library Society, which was es- 
tablished in 1765, by twjentyrsioc gentleman, who associated together for 
that purpose. Previous to that time there ,was nothing in the tbrm of a 
library existing in town. The library opened in lt66 with 93 volumes, 
of which 62 volumes were ^Ancient and Modern . Universal History,' 
^Rapin's History pf England,' 7 vols., ^Lardner's Writers: of the New 
Testament,'. 3 vols », ^London Magazine,' 9 vols., &c. Not much addi- 
tion was made till after the Revolution, during which the. small collection 
was scaxtered, anfl a. number of the books lost. In 1780 a new attempt 
was made to. resuscitate it, and the fragments were reunited. But it w^ 
not till the. peace of '83 that any successful movement was made ^ to give 
it vitality. In May> 1784, twenty-six new members were admitted, who 
were required to. pay two dollars each, in money or books. Others werie 
subsequently admitted on the same conditions. On the 3d of April', 1786, 
the library was valued at ^^25; the worth was diminished by the number 
of broken sets of works which it contained. In 1794, the books were 
'again appiais^,.a,nd valued at '^64 3«, Sd^^ and :the price of admission 
wajs raised to 42^. The conmiitt^e: were this year instructed to purchase 
.Sullivan's History of Maine, Hutchinson's History of Mas$achusetts, B^l- 
iknap's Biography, Ramsay's American Revolution and Carolina, and the 
.History of the County of Worcester. Thyese are all .American publica- 
tions and on Amwcan subjects* In 1798 they procured an act of incor- 
.poration. (The libjrary .w;ent on slowly, and gradually increasing until 
1825, when its number of volumes was 1,640, and its proprietors S2; and 
tihe whol^ annual expense $331. At this period the design was formed 
:£>r. enlarging the insUtution, and giving.it a more elevated and diffusive 
Kiharacter, better suited to the wants of the age and spirit of the times. 
The present Athenaeum grew out of these suggestions. It was incorpo- 
rated in March, 1826; purchased the property of the old library, and the 
former society was dissolved, most of Hie members becoming proprietors 
of the new institution. One hundred and thirty-three persons became 
jnoprietors in the Athenaeum, at $100 a share, of which $60 only were paid, 
•the principal part of which was invested in bank stock, as a fund towards 
the support of the establishment. The books go into circulation to all the 
members who pay a tax of $5 a year, and to others who pay $10. The 
library, which has been continually increasing to the present time, is now 
conveniently afrapged in the laji;ge room over the Canal Bank, and con- 
tains (1848) 5,750 volumes of the literature of the days through which it 
ibas lived, (S^^bfaoipg the best periodical publioations and standi works. 
For its size there aren'fi^w ^Ubrw^ jnqi^Q .v/ilual^l.e. A qqw jimpnlse had 
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been given to it the present year; upwards of 40 new shares have been I 
taken up, at $49 each. The institution is an honor to the city, and sh6uld 
receive a liberal regard fifom every citizen who is able to contribute to thfa 
unexceptionable public improvement. Charles S. Daveis i^ now president; 
and Phineas Barnes, secretary and treasurer." — [Journals of the Rev. 
Thomas Smith and the Rev. Samuel Deane, pastors of the First Church 
in Pordand, with notes and biographical notices and a summary history of 
Portland. By WUliam Willis: 8vo., Portland, 1849: pp. 441-2, appen- 
dix.] 

^Vaterville. • 

WaterviUe College LibrariesSyiBi w>&.— The college was founded f! 
in 1820. The college library contains 6,200 volumes; other libraries 
permanently connected with the college, 3,284 volumes; making a totd 
of books to which students have access, of 8,484 volumes. Theaveragp 
increase is about fifty volumes yearly. The sum of $10,000 is pledged as P 
a library fiind, but not yet realized. The library is in a building erected " 
for chapel, library and philosophical apparatus; the building is of brick, ^ 
and cost about $8,000; the room used for the books is about 5o by 40 feet. ? 
A catalogue was printed in 1846, containing 47 pdiges 8vo. The library T 
is opened twioe a week, and kept open half an hour each time. Tm \ 
trustees, faculty, and students bre entitled to the use of the books without ' 
charge; the students pay one dollar a year for the 'privilege; other persons ' 
are allowed to consult the library, at the discretion of the librarian and li- 
brary committee. Professor M. B. Anderson is librarian. 

DISTRICT SCHOOL LIBRARIES— 462 VOLUMES. 

"The statute of 1844, chapter 106, authorizes school districts to expend 
a portion of their money in the purchase of books for a district library. 
Tne small amount of school money in a majority of the districts, divided ^ 
and subdivided as they have been, has rendered it inexpedient to divert ^ 
any portion of it from the ordinary purposes of the school; and for this 
reason, but little progress has been made in the formation of school libra- 
ries." — [First report of Secretary of the Board of Education, presented 
May 26, 1847.] 

The secretary in his second report (1848) states that eleven districts 
had established libraries. In the Jast report (1849) the secretary saysT 
^^ there are but seventeen school district libraries in the State, containing ^ 
in all 462 volumes." I 

OTHER LIBRARIES. 

t 

Besides the libraries already mentioned, there are doubtless others fromh 
which no reports have been received. A correspondent, who is intimately^ 
acquainted with the different parts of the State, writes: ^'There are but^ 
few town libraries in the Slate. A large proportion of our religious socie-r 
ties have what are termed Sunday school libraries; these, however, aili^ 
made up o( works designed more particularly for juvenile readers. Somer 
of our academies have libraries, and there may be a few, but a very feW|F 
social libraries. * * We have a large number of valuable privatl^ 
Kbraries, on which dust is not permitted to gather.*^' 






NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

CONCORD. 

The State lAbrary — 4,700 vols. — commenced prior to the Revolution, 
and contains at present (November, 1849) — 

Judicial reports -....- 400 vols. 
Legislative documents^ statutes, &c. - • - 2, 486 ^^ 

Miscellaneous works - - . . . . 1,625 '^ 

Pamphlets - • - - - - - 1,905 *^ 

Maps -^•-.•«28 

Atlases - • -.- - - -7 

For the last two years it has increased about 300 volumes yearly; the 
dght years previous, about 75 yolpmes yearly. About $100 per an- 
num have been expended for the purchase of books. There is a standing 
■ppropriation of that amount. The library occupies a room in the north 
ving of the State House, which is 23 feet by 43. A catalogue (57 pages 
8vo.*^ was printed ia 1846. The library is open during each day when 
the legislature is in session. The members and clerks of the Senate and 
House during the sessions of the legislature, and at all times, the gov- 
erHor and council, judges of the superior court, secretary and treasurer, 
may take out bopks,^ to be returned in one month. < Except during a ses- 
sion, any person may take out books by deppsiting double the value there- 
of, as security for the return of the book in good order. Pew books, 
however, are lent out in this way — perhaps fi/ty a year. It is impossible 
to tell how many consult the library in the room. During the session of 
the legislature it is generally resorted to by the members. Thomas P. 
Treadwell, Secretary of State and ex-officio librarian. 

The Methodist General Biblical InstitiUe — 1,000 vols. — This library was 
commenced in 1846, and contains at present 1,000 volumes and 17 maps. 
It receives about 250 volumes annually by donation. It is open Tues- 
days and Thursdays, during one hour. About 400 books are lent out 
annually to the students and instructors of the Institute. Professor 
Osmon C. Baker, librariaa. 

The New Hampshire Historical Society — 1,600 vols. — This society 
owes its origin and much of its early prosperity to the suggestions and 
active exertions of Mr. John Parmer and Mr. Jacob B. Moore. It was 
founded March 13, 1823, the two hundredth year after the first settle- 
ment of the State, and incorporated the 13th of June following. Its 
objects are like those of the other Historical Societies in the country. 
They are thus.stated in the first article of the constitution, namely: ^*To 
discover, procure, and preserve whatever may relate to the natural, civil, 
literary and ecclesiastical history pf the United States in general, and of 
this State in particular. '' The society has put)lished five volumes of val- 
uable collections. The library of the society contained, in 1838, '^about 
1,509 volumes, a considerable collection of pamphlets and newspapers, a 
amall collection of mineral^, some valuable manuscripts, ancient coins 
and Indian relics," The Hon. William Plumer, its first president, gave 
i^ the society several hundred volumes of American state papers, arranged 
with a copious manuscript index bv himself. The Hon. William Baruett 
gave his private Ubrary, a part of the library of the late Nathaniel Peabody^ 



and a portfolio of autograph MS. letters^ amounting to about 200 in all. 
Deposited in the library ^^are a considerable number of papers and docu* 
ments^ formerly belonging to the B&v. Dr. Belknap, and used by him in 
the compilation of the second and third volumes of the History of New 
Hampshire." transmitted to the society by John Belknap^ esq.^ son of the 
reverend historian. 

An article in the fifth volume of the society's collections, written by 
Hon. William Bartlett, entitled ^^ Remarks and Documents relatmg to m 
preservation and keeping of the public Archives y^^ deserves to be partictt* 
iarly. mentioned, and commended to the careful perusal of Iit;>rariaiM. 
seret'ayies of state, and all others to whose care are intrusted the originjf 
records of our history. — [See Hist. N. H. Historical Society, in Amencail 
Quarterly Register, February, 1838, pp. 229-241.] 
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The 'Union Library ytounied in 1793, contains 438 volumes. Pr6. 
'ptietors pay$l 90 per share and an annual' assessment of 25 cents. '31i 
cents per year are paid by those who borro^'books. L. W. Leonarii, 
librarian. 

Ladies^ Library y founded 1799, contains 161 voli^mes. Mrs. Lucy [^ 
•Marshall, librarian. ', p 

Ji£«ent/cZit*rary, founded 1822, contains 1,817 volumes on the cata4 
logue; some are ^^w*n oti^, some lost; about $16 per year expended ftir|||^ 
•books; the use of the library is free to All persons in town. L. W 
Leonard, librarian. • 



PMUips AcadcmyhdiS a library of about 800 vbluines, which has bee 
•slowly accumulating since 1783, when the academy was first opened for tli 
-admission of pupils. ITie purchases ariemade at the discretion, of the pri 
•dpal, mostly for the' benefit of the instructors. 

Connected with the academy is *a library 'belonging to a aociety 6f 'the* 
present members of the institution, containing 1,400 volumes. It i^ 
tinder the immediate care of a Jibrarian chosfen each term. It contaiMr 
vtiuable bookis adapted to the wants of the students. * Gideon L. Soiiilir 

prindpal. \} 

I ■ " 1^ 

GltMANTON. - 

Theological Seminary. — This seminary was established in 1836 by th«P 
•Congregationalists. The number of volumes in the library is stated in tbjBF 
American Almanac for 1860 to be 4^300. 

GREAT FALLS. 

Manufacturers^ and Villaffe Library — 2,800 t?a&. — A catalogue of thjl 
library, containing numbers 1 to 1,62», was priiitted. January 1, 1847; «* 

J ages octavo, with supplements— June 24,1 H48, 1 p|age; March 24, 1849p 
pages; and March; I860, 4 pages. PVopri^tbrs pay |2;initiation fee eM^ 
•$i annual assessment. All females in the employ or the Great Falls Maip 



[facturing Company are entitled to thie benefit of the lifcrary on payment' 
f 25 cents annnally. 

HANOVER. 

Dartmouth ChUege Libraries — 20,600 vols, — Prom various sourceis, 
idncipally from the "Bibliotlheca Sacra," April, 1850, we gather the 
bllowing facts: The college was founded in 1769. From that time it 
las gradually gathered a library which now contains about 6,400 vol- 
imes^ and 17 portraits in oil. Among these last are: a full length por- 
xait of the Earl of Dartmouth, a copy of the original by Sir Joshua 
Ke3moIds, and a donation of the present Eari; a portrait of Daniel Webster^ 
rf Jeremiah Smhh, Jeremiah Mason, Francis Hopkinson; a full length 

Krtrait of Eleazar Wheelock, the first president of the college; of John 
lillips, of Exeter, also fall length; of Samuel Appleton, Charles Marsh, 
kc. The library contains some rare and valuable works, but is deficient ' 
A new boo^s. 

The libraries of the two societies of students — the Social Friends and 
he United Fraternity — contain each 6,500 Volumes; are well selected, 
ind include many very valuable works, both for reference and misctel-. 
aneoas reading; some with costly illustrations. 

A few years ago a building (costing about $10,000) was erected for the 
iCGommodation of the three libraries. 

The two society libraries have published catalogues. 

The library of the medical department contains about 1,200 volumes. 

The Northern Academy of Arts attd Sciences — 1,300 vols. — This 
jociety was formed Jane 24, 1841, and is composed of the professors of 
Dartmouth College and a few other gentlemen in the vicinity. It has 800 
inbound volumes of pamphlets, etc., partially arranged ; also 700 unbound 
rolumes of newspapers. This collection also contains some valuable 
nrivate papers, among which are a meteorological journal kept by Mr. 
lohn Fanner, of Concord, New Hampshire, from 1813 to 1830; Governor 
Bartlett's correspondence from 1774 to 1794; also a MS. journal of the' 
weather, kept by Eleazar Russell, esq., of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
EfiTorts were early made to procure for the library complete sets of the first 
newspapers printed in that part of the country. Spooner's Journal, pub- 
lished at Hanover by Judah C. Spooner and Timothy Greene in 17tl, 
and fironi February, 1781, at Westminster and Windsor, Vermont, is* 
neariy complete. This paper is extremely valuable, as it was published 
at the time of the American Revolution, and was the first periodical issued 
in that part of the country, and consequently contains much of its early his- 
tory. Complete sets of the Vermont Chronicle, the Boston Recorder, and' 
the Dartmouth Gazette, are also contained in the library. — [See American 
Quarterly Register, November, 1842.] 

MERIDEX VILLAGE, PLAINFIELD. 

Kimball Union Academy Libraries — 2,000v(>&.— The academy library, 
founded in 1814, contains 1,000 volumes. About $100 per annum are 

Eerally appropriated from the fimds of the institution towards purchasing 
ks for the library. The endowment of the academy is rich; (about 
140^000 in stocks, and $20,000 in buildings.) The library is open Sat- 
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urdays from 1 to 2 o'ctock. The use is free to all connected with the; * 
academy. A catalogue was printed some 15 years ago; another will W. J 

fmt to press very soon, C. S. Richards^ A. M., principal, and ex officio ^ 
ibrarian. 

The Philadelphian l^ociety, composed of students of the academy, pos- 
sesses a library of 1,000 volumes of choice books. It was founded soda 
after the academy library, and is increased annually, by the voluntary] 
contributions of the members, about 50 to 70 volumes. ' 

NEW HAMPTON. ^ ,' 

Theolopical Seminary Ldbraries— 2^200 vols. — ^The *^New Hampton! 
Academy" was incorporated in 1821. In 1826 its name was chang^ tOi 
the "Academical and Theological Institution at New Hampton." Th*; 
theological department went into full operation in 1833. It is under thei 
care and patronage of the Baptist denomination. The department has a 
library of 600 well selected volumes. — [See History of the New Hampton 
Theological Institution, by W. E. Wording, A. M,, in the American 
Quarterly Register for May, 1842.] 

The Literary Adelphi of the Academical and Theological Institution at 
New Hampton, New Hampshire, was founded A. D. 1827, and incor* 
porated by the legislature of the State in 1829. "There are about 800 
volumes in the library, most of which are valuable standard works. Ef»; 
forts are being made to enlarge the library, and several friends have made 
valuable donations. The reading room is spacious and convenient, and 
by the liberality of patrons is furnished with about 20 regular newspapers 
from different parts of the country. Besides this, the society receives 
several of the most popular and valuable literary periodicals of the present' 
day." — [See no^ to the '^ Catalogue of Members of the L. A.;" 12mo. 
Concord, 1844.] 

In the year 1830 a new society, called the Social Fraternity, wasj 
formed. It has a library and reading-room similar to those of the Lite- 
rary Adelphi. — [See Wording's History.] 

« 

NEW IPSWICH. 

The academy at New Ipswich was incorporated in 1789. It has a 
small library, presented by Samuel Appleton,.of Boston. The Demos* 
thenean Society, among the students, has also a small library. A valu- 
able town library was destroyed by fire soraB years since. The present 
one is small but well selected. — [Mew Hampshire Historical Collections, 
vol. 6, p. 161 ] 

NORTHFIELD. 

IJhrary of the New Hampshire Conference ISeminwy — 1,000 volumes. 

FORTSMOUTH. 

AthencBum Librari/ — ^7,284 vols Incorporated in 1817. The Hbrary 

contains 7,284 volumes, 150 engravings, and 246 coins. The yearly ave- ^ 
rage increase for the last ten yeans has been 200 volumes^ The annual, 
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expenditure, (200. The building now occupied by the Athenaeum 
was purchased for $7,500; it is of brick, with slated roof, three stories 
tiigh; the first story is used as a reading and newspaper room; the s^ond 
Ls the library, and the third a museum and cabinet. The books are ar- 
ranged on the shelves according to aalijects. A shelf-catalogue is pre* 
paied^ containing the titles of the books as they stand upon the shelves; 
by this the library is annually examined. A <' Catalogue of books in the 
rartsmouth Athenseumi to which are added the by-laws of the institu- 
tion and a list of its pioprietorsi" 108 pages Svo., was printed at Ports- 
month in May, 1833; at that time the library contaiaed between 4,000 and 
ff ,000 volumes . A " Catalogue of books added to the library of Portsmouth 
Athenaeum, from May, 1833, to January, 1839,'' was published at Ports- 
mouth in 1839, 31 pages Svo.; at this time the library contained 5,300 
votomes. This catalogue is alphabetical; the titles are recorded under 
die names of authors, with cross-references j&om subjects to authors — 
the subjects and authors being arranged in one alphabet. This is a very 
convenient way in a small library. Another ^'Catalogue of books in the 
Portsmouth Athenaeum, to which are added the by-laws of the institution 
and a list of its proprietors," 192 pages 8vo., was printed January 1, 1849, 
at Portsmouth. This catalogue is upon the same plan as the preceding. 
Fiom a note (page 12) we take the following &cts respecting the history of 
Ae institution: ''In 1829, John Fisher, esq., of London, gave his library 
in this town, amounting to neariy 300 valuable volumes, to tne Athenaeum. 
In February^ 1830, James Edward Sheafe bequeathed $1,000 to the Athe- 
nieum, which sum was invested in thepurchase of books for the library. 
In October, 1843, Horace Appleton Haven bequeathed $2,000 to the 
Adienaemn — one moiety lor the purchase of books, and the other for the 
aieservation of the Ubrary. These sums have been invested accordingly. ' ' 
The library is open every day from sunrise to ten o'clock in the evening. 
Persons allowed the use of the library are : proprietors of shares ; and subscri- 
bers, who, on the payment of six doUars a year, may read in the library room. 
Proprietors can take out books, two at a time, which they may change as 
often as they please. George Jaffrey, librarian. 

SSt. John's Ckurch, Ldbnuy'-^OO vob. 

Unitarian CAurth Library — 678 vols. 

SANBORNTON BRIDGE. 

Public Library — 300 vok. 

WAKEFIELD. 

Wakefield and Brookfield Union Library— 500 vols. — This library com- 
pany was incorporated in 1797. It commenced with thirty members; in 
18St7 there were forty-four members; in 1849 there are only twenty eight 
members. The library contains 500 volumes, mostly histories and biogra- 
lilies. William Sawyer, jr., librarian. * 

SCHOOL LIBRARIES — ^2^500 VOLUMES. 

In the State of New Hampshire there are perhaps twenty-five libraries^ 
tveraging 100 volumes each, connected with the district schools. 
There are doubtless many small social libraries in this State^ fiom 
no returns have been received* 



VKRMONT. 

nunuNQToN. 

Unirc7\Hti/ of r<r//?owf— 12,250 fofe.— This institution was Incor- 
porated in 1701. The library was commcnripd when tlio collngo went* 
into opi^ration, in the yrar IKIK). It contains at projsent (lH4Vf) about 
7,(M)0 volnmus, as near as can bo estiniaiod, witiiout including ff vol- T 
unios of atlases and TiS unbound maps. Tho avcrago annual increase', 
for thu last ten years has been, about 1(H) by donation, aiid about the 
smuo ninnbcr by purcluisc. About fifty dollars a year \v<»ro appropriated,', 
previous to 184fi, for buying books ; since then, seventy-five dollars. 
There is a ponnanent fund off 1,250 for the increase of the library, 
yielding G per cent, interest. There is a classified ''Catalogue of the bookl 
belonging to the library of the University of Vermont," 8vo., 93 pp. ; printed 
in lS'M\y with supplement (alphabetical) 1842, 8vo., 24 pp. The library is 
opened twice each week, for one hour. Tho Faculty of the University 
use the library without charge. Students nay $\ 50 per year lor the 
privilege, Otners are allowed the use of it by s|)Ocial permission of the' 
pn^sident. Hooks are lont out, to be returned or renewed as often as once ' 
lu two weeks, l^rofessor (Calvin IVaso, librarian. 

'JMiis is one of the few libraries in the United States select«d with com- ; 
potent bibliographical knowledge and with good judgment, and purchased' 
with economy. The colloge had the wisdom to send a learned, zealous,, ' 
and active agent to I^Juropo to buy tho books, instead of trusting their 
funds to the cupidity of bibliopoles. The selection was made* to meet the 
wants of the ollicers of the college, and, conse(|uently, of the students.'' 
Somewhat loss than two-thinls of the bo(»ks are in thq Knglish language. ;' 
The collections of Greek and Latin authors are nearly complete, and of ' 
the best editions. 

A large part of the library of the lion. George P. Marsh, minister of the 
United Slates to Turkey, amounting to between 3,(K)0and 4,000 volumes, 
is deposited in this library. Nearly all these works are in foreign Ian- j 
guages, principally in the Spanish and Scandinavian. There are, how- 
ever, some very rare books hi the Knglish language. [See Kibliotlieca 
Sacra.] 

The libraries of the three societies of students contain, resjwctively, f 
2,000, 2,000, 1,250 volumes. 

MlDDLKntlUY. 

MifMlrhwy CoUv^c Librariof^SyAM voh. — ^F^his institution was found*' 
ed in 1800. The collesfo library contains about 5,000 volumes, and oc- 1 
cupics a room in a buililing with the cabinet of natural history, lecture- 
rooms, &c. A catalogue was printed in ISHU, containing \6 pp. 8vo., 
double columns. ^Plie library is o|)engd once a week, and kept open ft>r* 
an hour. I'he students pay four dollars a year ibr the use of Iwolw-' 
Resident graduates, clergymen in the neighborhood, and others, by per- 
mission of the librarian and Faculty of the c.oll(»ge, are allowc^l to take out 
books without charge. The students have thrive libraries, nanu'ly : 

The library of tlie Philomathosian Society (misoellaneous) 2,200 volumos. 

<< ^' IMiiladelphinn Society (religious) - 432 << 
The lienoficent Library (mostly text books) • • 785 << 

Professor R. D. C. Robbius, librarian. 
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MONTPKUSa. 

State lAbrary^3,5()0vols. — This library contains about 3,500 voliime«, 
maps of the several States, a few engravintcs, and thirty medals. It oc- 
ctlpies a rooui in the State Honse^ 30 feet by 20, with alcoves, and gallery 
fighi fcet from floor, with seven undaliall feet above it. Oj)on every day 
during the session of the legislature and council of censors. The books 
arc not lout out, except to members of the logishiture and council^ on 
iheir becoming responsible for their safe return. Cornelius N, Carpenter, 
Montpolier, librarinn. 

His/ orient and Antif/uarian SfKieti/ of Varmont, — This society was in- 
corporated November »2, 1838. lis library ami collections are as yet very 
small. The president, Henry Stevens, cscj., of Uarnct, possesses a very 
valual)le collection of books, newspapurs, manuscripts, ifcc., illustrative of 
the history of the State, amounting to about 1,500 volumes. 

NORWICH. 

Nonnich University Lihrapj-— 1,032 vols, — This institution was founded 
iu 1834. Tlic library, commenced in 1843, contains l,035i volumes 
and a few maps and charts. The average annual increase is 2tK) 
volumes; average annual expmditure, twenty-iive dollars. The room is 
adorned by a full-longth portrait of the distinguished and lamented 
Colonel T. B. Ransom, former president of the college. The library has 
no permanent fund. It is opened at throe o'clock on Saturday afternoons, 
and at such other^limes as visitors may desire. The faculty, students, 
members of the corporalion, and donors, are entitled to the use of the 
books. Ira Davis, librarian. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

AMIIKUST. 

Amfterst Ofllr<rc /"^timnV.^— 13,700 voL^—Thc. college library was 
f()unded at the opening of the college, in 1S21, and contains 6,700 vol- 
umes. The average annual increase is about 120 volumes. Three or 
four years since, I)avid Sears, esq., of IJostou, gave to the college, ex- 
pressly for the library, an estate, in the city of Boston, which yields $120 
mv annum. He has since given another, yielding a larger incomej and 
lias thus established a perpetual fund, called the *< Sears Fomidation,** 
which is to accumulate slowly, and mainly for the use of the library. 
The annual amount appropriated for the purchase of books is at present 
unc^rUiin; pn)bal)ly not over .ii>300. The library occupies a room in the 
8am« building v/ith the chapel and other public ai)arunents; it is about 
40 feet by 20. A catalogue (38 pages VZmo.) was printed in 1827; but 
the most valuable part of (he library has been purchased since. Tha li- 
brary \ii opened once a week for takingand returning books. The officers 
take out books ad libitum; the students pay four and five cents for eacli 
work; some 200 or 300 are usually out at a time, in jwssession of the 
teachers; the students take but few on account of the large miscellaneoui^ 
libraries of the societies. Prolessor K, S. Snell, librarian. 

2 
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The libraries of the two Ijteraiy societies of students contain, together; 
8,000 volumes. The Society of IrKjuiry has a small museum. 

An effort is now makinjf, which it is hoped will bo fully successful, 
to enlarge the college library. The library is, at present, *< deficient in 
even the standard' works of science. Ten thoustyid dollars ought to bo 
ffiven to the college for its library, and an equal sum for a library build- 
ing." — [Independent.] 

*'The trustees propose to raise, without delay, $30,000 for the increase 
of the library and the erection of a suitable library building." — [Boston 
Traveller correspondent, August 10, I860.] 

ANDOVF.R. 

The Theological Seminary Libraries — 20,249 vols. — This seminary is 
under the direction of the trusteesof Phillips Academy, which was found- 
ed April 21, I77H, and belongs to ihc Orthodox Congregationalists. The 
library was commented in 1808, and contains at present 10,301) volumes. , 
During the last ten years there have been added to the library upwards 
of 4,000 volumes, including a bequest from the Rev. John Codman, 
D. I)., of Dorchester, of 1 ,250 volumes. During the same period the ex- 
penditure for books has been about $70t) per annum. There is a perma- 
nent fund of about $r2,(K)(), the income of which is appropriated to the 
purchase of books. The library is in a handsome room in the second 
story of a brick building, erected in 1818, at an expense of about .$19,000, 
lor chapel, recitation rooms, and library. The library room is 00 feet 
by 40, and about 18 feet high, fitted up with alcoves, and adorned with 
the jwrtraits of the principal benefactors of the institution. The books 
are arranged but partially according to subjects. In 1819 a catalogue of 
160 pages 8vo., by Professor J. W. (jlibbs, now of New Haven, was 
printed. In 1838 an elaborate catalogue, containing 531 pages 8vo., wai 
published. A supplementary catalogue of 07 pages 8vo. was printed in 
1849. ^JMie library is opened three times a week, from I to 3 o'clock p.m. 
The persons entitled to the use of the books are, besides the officers of tlie 
seminary, students and resident liciniiates on the payment of $3 per 
annum, and others by permission of the faculty. ICach student is allowed 
eight books at a time. Probably 4,000 volumes are lent out in the course 
of the year. Books may be carried out of town by permission from the 
.faculty. Edward Rohie, librarian. 

Besides the public library, the following collections are connected with 
the seminary: 

Library of the Porter Rhetorical Society ,- - . - 2,000 vols. 

(A catalogue of this library was printed in 1839, in octavo 

form.) 
Library of the Society of Inquiry - - - - 1,349 ^^ 

The library of the Andover Theological Seminary is one of the most 
valuable in the country. The books mostly belong to the departments of ' 
theology and philology. It is a selected library, and not a chance accu- 
mulation of volumes rejected from the shelves of a inultitude of donors. 
Profound theological learning, thoroligh bibliograjrfiical knowledge and 
skill, have for the most part presided over the formation and arrangements 
' the library. The catalogue, by Rev. Oliver A. Taylor, A. M.,''now a 
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clergyman in Manchester, Massachusetts, has, we believe, no superior 
among printed catalogues of libraries. It is on the plan of Audifreddi. 
The books are plaqfd under the authors' names. The names are in al- 
phabetical order. To the name of each author is appended a biographical 
note. Annotations upon the books are also interspersed thfbugh the 
work. The catalogue is destitute of an index. To supply one, charac- 
terized by the same minute accuracy as the catalogue, would be a diffi- 
cult and expensive undertaking. We cannot help adding, however, that, 
if accomplished, it would be a most important aid to theological study, 
and amply repay the cost of the work. The want of such an index is in 
a great measure supplied to the students of the seminary by the references 
given by the professors in their lectures. 

'^ The library has ordered a collection of between 2,000 and 3,000 small 
books and pamphlets, relating to or written by the Puritans and published 
in Kngland in the time of Charles I, the Commonwealth, and Charles IL 
The department in the library which is most fully supplied is that relating 
to the Christian Fathers, and Church* History generally. It has also a 
good collection of works relating to biblical commentary, criticism, and 
antiquities. It possesses also many of the best early editions of the Greek 
and Roman classics and works illustrative of them. It is quite deficient 
in works on the English language and standard English literature; in 
the productions of the English and American Puritans; in general works 
of science which would be suitable to a theological library; in the best 
later editions of the classics, etc." — [Bibliotheca Sacra.] 
Phillips Academy Library - • - • - - 1,000 vols. 

English High School Library- - - - - 800^^ 

BOSTON. 

The Boston AthencBum Library -^50 ^000 vols. — The Athenaeum owes 
its origin to a society of gentlemen who conducted a literary publication^ 
called the '^Monthly Anthology." In the year 1806, they issued propo- 
sals for establishing a reading-room to contain the most valuable foreign 
and American journals, with works of reference suitable to such a place of 
resort, open to subscribers at $10 per annum* The enterprise proved 
unexpectedly successful. Many valuable books were presented, and the 
gentlemen who commenced the undertaking, in order more eflfectually to 
secure and extend the benefits of their labor and expense, transferred their 
right in the Anthology Reading Room and labrary to trustees, with pow- 
er to supply vacancies in their number. At the winter session of th^ legis- 
lature in 1807, the proprietors were incorporated under the name of the 
"Boston Athenaeum."* 

The price of a share was fixed at $300. Annual subscribers were ad- 
mitted at $10 per annum. From these sources, occasional voluntary sub- 
scriptions and frequent donations, the institution has risen to its present 
important position. 

The principal endowments of the Athenaeum before the year 1647 are 
thus enumerated in an inscription under the corner-stone of the new 
building: 

*Snow'i History of Boston. 
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''The sum of $42,000 was raised for the general jjprposes of the Athe- 
naeum, by voluntary subscription for shares created in 1807. 

'•James t^erkins, in 1821, gave his own costly mansion in Pearl street^ 
which from that time has been the seat of the institntroH. 

''In the same year, the sum of $22,000 was raised by voluntary sub- 
scriptions for shares. 

"Thomas Handasyd Perkins (besides his earlier and later valuable do- 
nations,) and James Perkins the younger, seconded, in 1826, the liberali- 
ty of the brother and the father, each giving $8,000; and the sum of their 
contributions was increased to $45,008 by otljer subscriptions, obtained 
chiefly through the efforts and influence of Nathaniel Bowditch, Francis 
Galley Gray, George Ticknor, and Thomas Wren Ward. 

"Augustus Thorndike, itj 1823, gave a choice collection of casts of the 
most celebrated ancient statues. 

"George Watson Brimmer, in 1838, gave a magnificent collection of 
books on the fine arts. 

"John Bromfield, in 1846, gave ,$25,000 as a fund to be regularly in- 
creased by one quarter of the income, of which the other three-quarters 
are to be annually applied to the purchase of books forever. 

"The sum of $75,000, for the erection of the building, was raised by 
voluntary subscription for shares created in 1844."* 

Liberality like this is seldom witnessed, and deserves the most honora- 
ble mention. 

The institution fi.rst occupied rooms in Congress street, whence it was 
removed to Scollay's buildings, in Court street, and in 1810 to the building 
on Common (now Tremont) street, north of King's Chapel burial ground. 
In the year 1822 it was removed to the house in Pearl street presented, 
as already stated, by James Perkins. In 1823 the King's Chapel Libra- 
ry and the Theological Library, containing together 1,300 volumes of 
theological works, were deposited in the Athenaeum, where they still re- 
main. In 1826 a union was effected with the Boston Medical Library, 
and its books, valued at $4,500, were added to those of the Athenaeum. 
In the same year, also, an association which had been formed for the pur- 
chase of a scientific library became merged in the Athenaeum, and its 
funds, exceeding $3,000, were transferred to the Athenaeum to be expend- 
ed in the purchase of scientific books. — [See sketch of the Boston Athe- 
naeum, by Edward Wigglesworth, M. A., in the "American Quarterly 
Register" for November, 1839.] 

In July, 1849, the library was removed to its new home in Beacon 
street, just above the Tremont House. The location is central, yet free 
firom the dust and noise of crowded thoroughfares. The edifice is elegant, 
spacious, and convenient. The front is 100 feet long and 60 feet high, in the 
Palladian style of architecture, and built of freestone. The other walls are 
of brick. In the basement story are rooms for the packing of books, for a 
bindery, foi: the accommodation of the janitor, <fcc. The main entrance 
opens into a pillared and panelled rotundo,from which the staircases con- 
duct above. On the first floor are two large reading-rooms, a room for 
the trustees, and a sculpture gallery, 80 feet by 40. The library occu- 
pies the second story, which is divided into three rooms, two in front and 

"^This sum having been found insufficient for the completion of the building, an additional sub- 
icription for two hundred shares has been opened, and is now (April, 1850) nearly filled up. 
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one large hall (109 feet by 40) in the rear. The western division of this 
room is filled with Encyclopedias, Transactions of learned societies, Maga- 
zines, and other works in long series of volumes. The other and larger 
portion is divided into 26 alcoves, and contains about 40,000 volumes. 
This hall is beautifully finished in the Italian style. The shelving is 
carried to the height of 18 or 20 feet, and the upper shelves are made ac- 
cessible by means of a light iron gallery, reached by five spiral staircases. 
The two front rooms will accommodate some 25,(K)0 volumes. The pic- 
ture gallery occupies the uppfir story. It fb divided into six apartments, 
each lighted by a skylight. It is admirably adapted to its purposes. The 
roof affords a magnificent view of the city and the surrounding country. 
The whole building is constructed in the most substantial and workman- 
like manner.* 

Besides, 50,000 bound volumes, including 1,500 or 1,600 volumes of 
pamphlets, the library possesses 20,000 or more unbound pamphlets, be- 
tween 400 and 500 volumes of engravings, and the most valuable collec- 
tion of coins in that part of the country. For an American library it is 
rich in certain departments, e. g, in the reports and transactions of learned 
societies, in periodical publications in the English language, works in the 
natural sciences, (fee. It has complete sets of the Transactions of the 
Royal Society of London, the French Institute, the royal societies of 
Berlin, Copenhagen, Gottingen, Lisbon, Madrid, Stockholm, St. Peters- 
burg, Turinj etc. It has also the Encyclopedie Raisonne, 35 volumes 
folio; the Encyclopedie Methodique, 258 volumes 4to., including 37 of 
plates; Buffon's Natural Histgry by Soriiiini, 127 volumes 8vo., (fccf 

The institution has lately received a valuable collection of books and 
papers, once forming a part of the libraiy of General Washington. It 
conJtains in all about 450 bound volumes, and from 800 to 1,000 pam- 
phlets unbound, nearly all of which belonged to the library of Washing- 
ton. About 350 contain his autograph, and a few of them notes in his 
handwriting. One little book has the autograph of Washington in a rude, 
school-boy hand, at about the age of nine years. There are several auto- 
graphs of Augustine Washington, the father of the General; of Mary, the 
mother, and of Martha, the wife. One book contains on the title- page 
the autograph of John Custis, (first husband of Martha,) and on the next 
leaf that of George Washington. One volume has the ailtograph of 
Thomas Jenifer, a signer of the Declaration of Independence. There 
are several presentation copies frSm eminent authors — Sir John Sinclair,' 
Arthur Young, EbeHng, Alfieri, Jefferson, Dr. Morse, and others. Ten 
volumes contain the name of Richard Henry liCe in his own handwriting. 
These books came into the possession of the Atlienasum in the following 
manner. General Washington bequeathed his books and papers to his 
nephew, Bushrod Washington. On the death of Hushrod Washing- 
ton the library was divided: one pbrtion was left at Mount Vernon, 
where it still remains; another fell to Colonel Washington. The latter 
portion included the public papers, afterwards purchased by Congress, 
and a considerable number of the books,- pamphlets, and private papei's. 
The books had been offered for sale. Congress had declined the pur- 
chase. Mr. Henry Stevens at last bought the collection, and offered it 

• Literary World, August 11, 1849. fBibliotheca Sacra, Jtmuary, 1850. 
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for sale to the AthensBum. A few gentlemen of Boston and vicinity sub- 
scribed the required amount, and presented these precious memorials of 
the world's best hero to this institution. An elegant descriptive catalogue, 
prepared by an accurate and accomplished scholar, will soon be published. 
The Athenaeum possesses many valuable paintings and statues. 
Among the latter is the Orpheus of Crawford, in marble. 

Several catalogues of the books have been printed; one, without date, 
in 266 pages 8vo., in which the books are arranged in 16 classes. Another, 
and the last, was printed in^827, and contains 356 pages 8vo. It is 
alphabetical. A supplement ^60 pages) was printed in 1829; a second 
(80 pages) in 1834. These two supplements, with the other additions to 
the library up to 1840, were in that year printed together in a volume 
containing 179 pages 8vo. A complete and elaborate catalogue is now in 
preparation. The printed catalogues have not heretofore contained, the 
titles ef the numerous pamphlets belonging to the library. A neat and 
accurate catalogue of these pamphlets, prepared by Dr. A. A. Giould, and 
complete to within two or three years, exists in manuscript. 

The present librarian is pharles Folsom, esq. It is highly creditable 
to the wisdom of the trustees that they have chosen for this important 
post so ripe a scholar, and so accomplished a gentleman. The influence 
of such an officer is incalculable; not only in farming far-seeing plans for' 
the increase and arrangement of the collection, but in aiding the researches 
of learned men, in guiding the studies of youth, and in leading the in- 
tellectual pursuits of an educated community. 

The library is hardly surpassed, either in size or in value, by any other 
in the country; audits regulations are framed with the design that it shall 
answer the highest purposes of a public library. Practically it is such; 
for each proprietor, besides the right for himself and his family to use the 
library, may grant to two other persons constant access to it, free of all 
assessments; and tickets for a month to any number of strangers. Any 
person, indeed, stranger or resident, may be introduced for a special pur- 
pose by a not^ from a proprietor. Thus, the by-laws open the doors of 
the institution to a large number of persons; so that the proprietor who 
bestows on others the free use of all the rights he can impart, renders 
himself thereby a public benefactor. 

The fol^wing are the principal regulations of the institution : 

The proprietors meet annually on the first Monday of January. The 
* officers are chosen annually. They ar# a president, vice president, treas- 
urer, secretary, and nine trustees. The trustees appoint a librarian, and 
sub-librarisin. 

The price*of a share is $300; that of a life subscription $100. Annual 
subscribers pay $10 for the use of the library and reading room, but are 
not allowed to take out books. 

Every proprietor has, besides hii^ own right, two rights of admission 
transferable to such persons as he may select. Proprietors and life share- 
holders, on paying $5 annually, may take books home — not to exceed 
four volumes at once. Every proprietor and life subscriber may introduce 
strangers not residing within twenty miles of Boston, and such strangers 
are entitled to visit the Athenaeum for one month from the time of their 
introduction. 

Certain persons by virtue of their offices are entitled to free admission 
to the Athenaeum. These are the governor and council, ihe lieutenant 
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governor and members of the legislature of Massachusetts for the time 
being, the judges of the Supreme Court and of the courts of the United 
States, the officers and resident graduates of Harvard College, of Williams 
College, of Amherst College, and of the Theological' Seminary at An- 
dover, the several presidents of the American Academy, Historical Society, 
Medical Spciety, Agricultjural Society, Salem Athenaeum, and the East 
India Marine Society of Salem; also clergymen settled in Boston. These 
last are likewise* allowed to take out books on the same terms as pro- 
prietors. 

The Boston Library — 12,150 vols, — The first meeting of the members 
of the Boston Library Society was held the 1st of November, 1792, and 
the society was incorporated in 1794. At the annual meeting in May, 
1849, the number of volumes in the library was 12,150. About 250 vol- 
umes, on an average, have been added to the library annually, during 
the last ten years. The average annual expenditure for books, during 
tiie same period, has been, inchiding binding and repairs, $378 69. The 
library is supported by an annual assessment levied on the proprietors, 
and by fines incurred. The income from these sources is about $850 per 
annum. 

The apartments occupied by the Boston Library were a donation to the 
infant society in the winter of 1793-'94 by Messrs. Bulfinch (the architect 
of the capitol at Washington,) Vaughan & ScoUay, "being the hall over 
the arch of the Tontine Buildings, in Franklin Place." The cost to the 
society of completing the rooms was $H57 57. The society has since 
purchased, for $1,500 dollars, of the Massachusetts Historical Society, a 
room of the same area, being the upper story of tLu building. Each 
apartment is 37 feet in length by 27 in front, and 33 f*;et in the rear; 
from which should be deducted staircase and closets. Catalogues and 
supplements were printed at various dates, (1795, 1797, 1807, 1815, &c.) 

A new and accurate catalogue of 335 pages, 8vo., was printed in 1844, 
and a supplemental catalogue of 48 pages was completed in September, 
1849, to which is appended a list of works relating to America, of 20 
pages. The library is opened at 3 o'clock on the afternoon of each 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, for three hours, or till dark, and on 
the morning of Saturday from 10 o'clock till 1 o'clock. 

No one can take books from the library, except the proprietors, without 
the special permission of the trustees. I'he price of a share is $25, sub- 
ject to an assessment of $3 annually. Each proprietor can take out three 
volumes at one time. The librarim estimates the number of volumes an- 
nually charged to proprietors at 15,000. The number of persons that 
consult the library, without takins: away books, is small; but the trustees 
cheerfully give every reasonable facility to all persons having occasion to 
consult the library. Occasional applications for books have been made from 
the neighboring towns, which have always been-granted. George S. 
Bulfinch, librarian. • 

The principal object* of the society has been to form a collection of 
books for popular use, admitting none of an injurious moral tendency, and 
preferring those of solid and standard value. History-and biography, 
(particularly American,) travels, the English and French classics, and 
.fiction, are the departments best supplied. Most of the books have been 
selected and purchased. The donations have been comparatively few. 

For some years after the library was founded, the shares were not trans* 
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feiable, and subscribers had bnly the use of the library for their lives; con- 
sequently, by the death of original proprietors, many shares have fallen 
into the common stock; which has'given to the shares of present proprie- 
tors a value far beyond their cost. Shares are now, however, transferable^ 
and do nof cease at the death Of the proprietor. 

The Library of the American Academy of Arts and Sqietitcs — 8,000 
V0&.-— This society was incorporated May 4, 1780. Among the scientific 
associations of the United States, it is next in age to the American Philosa- 
phi^al Society at Philadelphia, which is the oldest in the country. The 
average annual increase of the library is about 160 volumes. An annual 
appropriation of about $600 is made from the general fund of the 
academy for the purchase of books. The library is opmed during Ihe 
day, every week-day. All members of the academy, and strangers, are ^ 
allowed the use of* the books, which rnay be taken out by any member, 
or in his name. A catalogue (67 pp. 8vo.) was printed in 1802. Lists 
of accessions are, from time to time, printed in the publications of the 
academy. John Bacon, jr., M. D., is librarian. This library contains a 
valuable collection of the memoirs and transactions of learned societies, 
reviews and magazines, and of modern scientific works. It is kept in two 
rooms leased by the society in Tremont Row, No. 7i* 

Library of the General Court — 7,400 vols. — The State library was es- 
tablished by an act of the legislature, passed March 3, 1826, requiring 
that ^^ all books and manuscripts belonging to the commonwealth, and 
now in any of the departments of the State, House, shall be collected, de- 
posited, and arranged, in proper cases, in the room in s'aid State House 
usually called the land office. '^ It contains, at present, 7,400 volumes, 
80 maps and charts, 5 atlases, 37 railroad plans, 1 portrait, 3 tableaus, and 
6 medals. The yearly increase for the last eleven years is as follows: 

YolutneB. 

1838 - . • - . - 452 

1839 396 

1840 - - . - - - 260 - 

1841 358 ' 

1842 . . . . - - 348 

1843 - , 334 > 

1844 . . . . - .367 

1845 - . . - . .'683 

1846 . . . • . . '^336 

1847 791 

1848 - . . . - .456 



1 






Total 4,680 

Averaging 425 per annum. About ^395 per annum has, during this time, 
been expended in the purchase m books. The regular appropriation for 
the library has been $300 per annum, with occasional extra allowances 
"to procure such books, manuscripts and charts, works of Science and 
the arts, as tend to illustrate the resources and means of improvement of 
this commonwealth or of the United Stages." " Additions are also made 
annually of the statutes, legislative journals and documents, and law re- 
ports of the United States and of the. several States of the Union, received 
m exchange through the secretary/s department. Of such works it prob- 
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ably contains a mote corftpfete collection than any other library. One 
thousand and d^ighty duplicate volumes of laws, public documents, and 
reports, have been deposited in the law library of Harvard University by a 
resolve of the legislature. 

" The library contains Mr. Audubon's collection of American Birds, in 
four largfi folio volumes, at an original cost of about six hundred ilbllars. 
An addition was recently made of 440 volumes of French, German and 
Swedish books of science, arts, history and statistics, some of which are of 
great value, by international exchanges through M. Vattemare. Aitiong 
tfiem are the following works, presented by the Chamber of Deputies: — 
Collection of Etrus6an, Greek, and Roman antiquities, from the cabinet 
of Hon. William Hamilton, Naples, 1766; four large folio volumes, with 
English and French text, and 520 plates. Presented by the Minister of 
the Interior: — Monuments of Nineveh, published byT)rder of the govern- 
ment; descriptions by P. E. Botta — designs by E. Flanditi: the first ten 
numbers — to be contirmed. Presented by the Minister of Agriculture and 
Commerce: — Statistics ofFrance, comprising territory, population, external 
commerce, etc., from 1837 to 1843; nine large folio volumes. Presented by 
the National Library of France: — The New Theatre of the World, con- 
taining maps, tables, descriptions, etc., of all the regions of the globe; 
1639; 3 large folio volumes. This, considering its date, is a magnificent 
work. The Holy Evangelists, in Arabic and Latin: printed at Rome, in 
the typographia of Lorenzo de' Medici, 1591, large folio; the works of 
Euclid, in Arabic: printed at Rome, in the 16th century, folio; Acta His- 
torica Ecclesiastica Npstri Temporis: printed at Weimar, 1741 to 1774, 
extremely rare^ 43 volumes. Presented by the King of Sweden: — His- 
tory of the Kingdom of the Moors until their expulsion in 1726, in Arabic 
and Latin: edited by Professor Tornberg, 2 volumes^ in one; Ancient 
Sweden, etc., with 3 volumes of plates of its provmces, cities, buildings, 
etc., in oblong quarto. The choicest volumes in the State library to a 
descendant and admirer of the Puritans, and indeed to any true son of 
New England, are the ancient General Court Records of Massachusetts. 
They are copies, in manuscript, of original papers in the archi\^es of the 
Secretary of State, and mak6 34 large fdlio volumes. The Records com- 
mence with 1629 and extend to October, 1777, and contain the entire 
legislative and much of the religious history «f Massachusetts between 
those periods. Each volume has a copious index at its close, containing 
the names oi persons and places j also a list of subjects spoken of, in separate 
columns, which facilitates reference, and greatly increases the value of 
these treasures of our colonial history. No books in the library are con- 
sulted more frequently or with more interest. Since the first volume was 
transcribed, several pages have been inserted at the beginning, containing 
records of a still earlier date."* 

The secretary of the board of education is, by a recent law, made ex- 
officio librarian, and is allowed an assistant. Two rooms in the State 
House are appropriated to the library ; one of them is 54 feet by 22, and 
the other 36 by 25. The books are arranged in cases with glass doors, 
and generally according to subjects. A catalogue (43 pp. 8vo.) was pub- 
lished in 1831 ; another in Svo. was printed in 1839. The last catalogue 
(125 pp. Svo.) was printed in 1846. The library is open every week- 
day from 9 a. m. to about sunset, and, during the session of the 
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legislature, sometimes in the evening. Books are lent to members of the 
legislature,and officers of the Slate. Rev. Barnes Sears, D. I)., secretary 
of board of education, and librarian; Rev. Charles T. Jackson, assistant. 

Mercantile LAbrary — 7,059 vols, — The Mercantile Library Association 
was founded March 11, 1820, and incorporated in 1845. The library con- 
tains 7,059 volumes. The average annual increase for the* last t^n years 
has been 400 volumes; the average annual expenditure $375. There is 
a fund of $16,100, yielding six per cent, per annum, for the support of 
the library. The library fs in two rooms, each 80 feet by 35. The ar- 
rangement on the shelves is according to the date of purchase. A 
catalogue was printed in 1848, consisting of 135 pages 8vo. The library 
is open every week-day evening till ten o'clock. Any person engaged 
in mercantile pursuits may acquire the right to use the library by paying 
two dollars per anniyn. Books are lent out, twenty-eight thousand an- 
nually. John Sietson, president. ^ 

The library is composed of such works in the field of general litera- 
ture as are suited to the tastes and wants of merchants and merchants' 
clerks. In the reading-room are 89 newspapers and 21 reviewsand mag- 
azines. 

The number of members of the association is now 1,145. An annual 
course of lectures is delivered by distinguished gentlemen. The members 
participate in exercises of debate, declamation and composition. The 
whole numter of tickets for the lectures in 1848-'9 was 1,300.* 

Library of the Massachicsetts Histoiical Society — 7,OtiO vols, — ^Tlie 
foundation of the Massachusetts Historical Society was originally suggest- 
ed by Rev. Jeremy Belknap and Mr. Thomas Walcutt. It was organized 
in 1/91, and incorporated in 1794. The number of members is limited 
by the act of incorporation to sixty. The library contains about 7,000 vol- 
umes, inclusive <ff bound newspapers; about 2,000 unbound pamphlets, 
300 maps and charts, 450 volumes of manuscripts, a few coins, and 70 
portraits. It increases about 100 volumes annually, wholly by donations. 
The society possesses no funds, not even for the support of a librarian. 
The entrance fees and annual assessments go for binding and other 
charges. The library occupies rooms in a stone edifice, erected in 1833. 
These rooms were purchased by the society for $6,500; $5,000 of which 
were collected by subscripdon at that time. These rooips are 84 feet by 
4t) in their whole length and breadth. The books are placed upon the 
shelves according to size, without regard to subjects. Two catalogues 
have been published — the first, 40 pages 8vo., in 1796; the second, com- 
piled by Rev. Timothy Alden, 96 pages 8vo., was printed in 1811. The 
continuation is in manuscript. The library is open daily from 9 a. m. to 1 
o'clock p. m., and from 3 to 6 p. m. It is accessible to njember^ and 
others pursuing historical investigations. About 200 volumes a year are 
lent out. About 1^000 persons a year consult the library without taking 
away books. By permission of the standing committee, books may be 
lent to persons at a distance. Rev. Joseph B. Felt, librarian. 

" Among the most valuable treasures belonging to this society are the 
manuscripts of the historian Hubbard; of the first Governor Winthrop, 11 
volumes; of Governor Hutchinson; of Governor Jonathan Trumbull, of 
Connecticut, 23 volumes; the manuscript of Washington's Farewell Ad- 

*BibIlotheca Sacra, Janoarj, 1850. 
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Iress to the officers of the American araiy. The society has also 98 folio 
irolumes of* Commercial Statistics of the United States, embracing the 
^ears from 1816 to 1842 inclusive, drawn up with care, and very com- 
plete. There is a^copy of Eliot's Indian Bible in the library. Thirty 
irolumes of*Collections have been printed, in three series, of 10 volumes 
Bach. The last volume of each series contains a fulHndex of all the vol- 
umes in the series. The portraits of about seventy persons, mostly. New 
England worthies, adorn one of the rooms. Some of these are of special 
value, e, ff. the portraits of Rev. Increase Mather and of Rev. John 
Wilson. "«^ 

An interesting *^ Account of the Massachusetts Historical Society,*' 
prepared by William Jenks, D. D., of Boston, was printed in the Ameri- , 
can Quarterly Register for November, 1837, pages 166-177. 

77ie Mechanics^ Apprentices Library — 4,000 vols. — This* institu- 
tion claims the distinction of being the first of its kind established in the 
world. t It is due to the wise suggestion and philanthropic energy of 
Mr. William Wood, now living- in Canandaigua, New York. Lord 
Brougham remarks, that " although the remote origin of these institutions 
may be traced to Franklin, Mr. Wood has the merit of estabhshing them 
on their present plan, and adapting them peculiarly to the instruction of 
mechanics and appre.ntices. He founded the first in Boston, in 1820." 

Mr. Wood has been actively engaged ip the formation of libraries of a 
similar character in most of our large cities, and has even extended his 
benevolent efforts to the cities of the Old World. In his own words, " from 
the establishment of this library, in 1820, until now, as opportunity offered, 
the circulation of books, in any shape which mightdo good, has been the 
hobby of.a lite now drawing to a close." The name of this gentleman 
deserves to be held in lasting and grateful remembrance as a public ben- 
efactor. • 

Mr. Wood's efforts to collect a library for apprentices in Boston were 
wannly seconded by several distinguished citizens, and about 1,500 vol- 
umes were soon collected. The library was a gift from the public to the 
apprentices of Boston . On the 22d of February, 1820, it was formally 
intrusted to the guardianship of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanics' 
Association, a society of long standing and established reputation. They 
agreed to take upon themselves the management of the institution on 
condition that they should not be chargeable with its incidental expenses. 
The library was accordingly opened and the apprentices gratuitously 
supplied with books; the expenses being defrayed by public subscrip- , 
tions. After a few years these subscriptions ceased, and the doors of the 
library were consequently closed. The apprentices feeling keenly this 
deprivation, held a meeting and agreed to take upon themselves the cares 
and responsibilities of the establishment, if the association would appro- 
priate a small amount to aid them in the undertaking. This request met 
with a favorable answer. The present Association of Apprentices was • 
formed June 19, 1828; and the Hbrary committed to their entire control 
in 1832, by the Mechanics' Association. 

• BiblJotheca S (cra, January, 1S50. 

fFor a full and interesting history of this institution, see an address delivered before the asso- 
ciation on its 24th anniversary, by Frederick W. Lincoln, jr., Boston, 1844, from which thia 
account is substantially taken. 
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The association consists entirely of apprentices to mechanics and n 
ufacturers — of course embracing only minors. Any young man \v\ 
an apprentice to a respectable mechanic, (and learning a mechanical tra 
on producing A certificate that he is worthy of confidence, paying into 
treasury the sum of one dollar per year, and signing the constitut 
shall be a member. The affairs of the institution have been very ably 
successfully conducted by its youthful members. 

The association occupies two rooms in Phillips Place, opposite the 1 
of School street; the one for readi»g and l6cture-room, (say 30 feet by 
the other (sky 30 by 15) for library and conversation room. The lib 
is well selected to promote the intellectual culture of the class for who 
was intended. The reading department contains the principal newspa 
and periodicals of the city, and many from different parts of the cout 
and is in a most flourishing condition. A cabinet of minerals and ( 
osilies has been commenced ; an annual course of free lectures is 
ported by the institution; an elocution class has been formed, the e 
cises of which consist in the reading of original compositions, deck 
tion, and debate. 

The yearly average increase of the library for the last ten years has 1 
175 volumes. A 'catalogue was printed in 1847, containing 68 p 
12mo. 

The library is open three hours every Tuesday and Saturday even 
About 10,000 volumes are lent out annually. Robert H. Howell, ji 
the present librarian. 

Library of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreis^n j 
siotis — 3,500 vols. — This library was founded in 1822, and contains 
sides 3,500 volumes, a few manuscripts and valuable maps. The ave 
annual increase is about 150 volumes. The library is in the Mis 
House, Pemberton Square. There is a catalogue^ but it has not 1 
printed. The collection is designed mainly for the use of the office 
the board, and is always accessible to them. The books are occasioi 
lent to persons investigating subjects relating to missions. It is desi§ 
to be a library for reference on subjects connected with the*work offer 
missions; is in no sense a circulating library, and nothing is paid foi 
use of the books. Books maybe lent to persons at a distance by con 
of the prudential committee. Rev. S. L. Pomroy, D. D., Secretary A 
C. F. M. 

Library of the Boston Society of Natural History — 3,500 vols, — The 1 
ton Society of Natural History was founded in the winter of 1830, anc 
corporated February 24, 1831 . Its great design is to '^promote a taste an 
ford facilities for the pursuit of natural history, by mutual co-operation 
the collection of a cabinet and library." ^ The society has been condu 
with much energy. It holds regular and frequent meetings, issu 
'^Journal," and has collected a valuable cabinet and library. '* When 
society originated, the great difficulty in the way of making advance 
the study of natural history was the want of books. When we cons 
how essential a library is to the study and arrangement of every de] 
ment of the cabinet, it cannot but be felt that the society have done v 
ly to contribute largely towards it. It is of vital importance that the 
uralist who is engaged in the investigation of any subject, should be 
to know all that has been written upon his subject. Scientific books 
expensive, and no man among us can promise himself such a librar; 
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le may need." — ^See notices of Boston Society of Natural History, by 
Jr. A. A. Gould, m the Americarf Quarterly Register, February, 1842, 
^. 236, seq.] 

The library contained (1849) about 1,600 volumes* and a small number 
if maps and engravings. The yearly average increase is about 100 vol- 
tines. The average annual expenditure for books is about i3;200. The 
ociety has a permanent fund of about $12,000 — $10,000 of which were 
iBceived from a bequest of Ambrose S. Courtis, esq., $300 from a.grant 
py the State, and $500 from the legacy of Simon E. Greene, *esq. — one 
bird of the income of which is, by vote, appropriated tb the library. 
jPhis arrangement is liable to alteration. The society owns a brick build- 
bg with iron shutters. This contains the library and cabinet, and cost 
|a),000. The library room is 30 by 26 feet.. The centre building is 40 
ly 30 feet, with two wings 26 by 30 feet each. The last catalogue was 
irinted in 1837, and contains 27 pp. 8vo. The library is open daily from 
I till 1 o'clock. . Individuals not members of the society are freely allow- 
id to make use of the books on application. About 300 v^olumes are taken 
mt during the year, and ^bout 150 different persons consult the library 
yearly without taking away books. Books are lent to persons at h dis- 
ance who are known to be engaged in scientific pursuits requiring them, 
rhe library committee has power to lend them, and so may any member, 
le being responsible for their safe return. Charles K. Dillaway, libra- 
ian. 

*«It is expected that the choice library of Dr. Amos Binney, formerly 
Ipesidentof the society, will be incorporated with -that of the society. 
Poth will form a fine collection of -the most important works in natural 
jMstory in the English and French languages, "f 
The American Oriental. Society — 4()0 vols, — though yet in its infancy, 
commenced the collection of a library. It contains only a few hun- 
l volumes, 68 Muhammedan coins, 17 Arabic MSS.,' 1 Syriac MS. of 
►rtion of the OhI Testament, (600 years old,) and 5 Turkish MSS. 
are all donations. The books are lent out only to the members of 
society. The collection is at present deposited in the Boston Athe- 
|ttum. Francis Grardner, librarian. 
77ie lAltrcary of the American Statistical Association — 2,000 voh. — This 
;iety. was formed November 27, 1839, and incorporated January 7, 
I. Its purposes are to collect, preserve, and diflfuse statistical inform- 
ioQ — [See a notice of the society in the American Quarterly Register 
May, 1841, pp. 451, seq.] 

The LAbrary of fhe New England Genealogical Association — 1,500 
r. — ^The New England Historic Genealogical .Society was incorporated 
17th March, 1845. Its object is ^^to collect and preserve the genealo- 
and history of early New England families." Its library is mostly the 
lit of donations, and comprises most of the local histories of New Kng- 
id. The New England Historical and Genealogical Register, publisli- 
quarterly under the auspices of the society, is a valuable repository of 

relating to the early history of the country. 
The Social Law Library — 3,000 vois. — This library occupies a room in 
court-house. A catalogue containing 32 pp. 8vo. was published in 1824 . 




'In the report in 1850, the number is stated at 3,500 volumes. 
[Bibliotheca Sacra, Jajiuary, 1650. 
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. The Bowditck Library — ^2,500 vofa.-y-The late illustrious wathemali 
ciau, Dr. N. Bowditch, collected a valuable scientific library of abou 
2,51)0 voluiries. Since his death, his family, widi a liberality worthy o 
their name, have allowed to the public the free use of the books. Although 
therefore, this collection is private property, its public usefulness require 
that it should find a place in notices of the public libraries of Boston 
The proprietors have, we believe, expressed a desire, in case the cit 
should erect a pro[»er building and actively undertake to establish a pul 
lie library,* to bestow their shares upon such an institution. But no provi 
ion has yet been made for rendering the library permanently public. T 
proprietors have established the following ^^rules for the Bowditch Lib 
ry, at 8 Otis Place, Boston: 

. '^As this library is peculiarly valuable from the circumstance of its f( 
mer ownership, it is particularly requested that books taken from it be us 
with care and return<»d punctually, subject to the following rules: 

*^1. No person will be allowed more than four volumes at a time. 

<'2. If any book be lost, it must be replaced, although^ of course^ l 
loss CQ.H never be entirely supplied. 

^'3. No book must be kept from the library more than three month 
without being renewed upon the record book. 

^<4. All books must be returned on or before March 1st, of each yea 
for examination. After the 20th of the same month the library will I 
again opened. 

<^5. Omission, for the space of one week, to comply with the requii 
tions contained either in the third or fourth rule, deprives the party in d 
fault of the right thereafter to use the library, unless two at least of tl 
proprietors are satisfied that the neglect is excusable, or are willing to 
over the omission. 

^^March 16, 1846." 

About 250 volumes are taken out annually. None have been lost. 

The Prince Library— l.SQO vols.— '<The Old South Church (Con, 
gationaH in Boston possesses a valuable collection of books and MS 
bequeatned to the church by Rev. Thomas Prince, one of its pastors, (t 
learned author of < the Chronological History of New England,' &c.) 
Prince, while in college, in 1703, be^an a collection of books, and pub 
and private papers, relating to the civil and religious history of New E 
land, to which he continued to make valuable additions for more t' 
fifiy years. It is a precious collection, containing many standard w 
in church history and biblical literature and theology, the works of 
early divines of New England, and valuable pamphlets and MSS." — [Bi 
liotheca Sacra, January, 1850.] 

Mr Prince's will was proved in 1758. Since that period, or neai 
one hundred years, this has been the public library of that Church, 
accessible to any person desirous of using it for literary purposes. 

It appears from Mr. Prince's will, that he had made a separate coll 
tion (to which he gave the name of the New England Library) of bool 
papers, <fcc., either published in New England or pertaining to its his 
and pubhc affairs. This collection he gave also to the Old South Chu 
on condition that it should be kept in a different apartment from the o 
books, and ^*that no person shall borrow any book or paper therefrom,* 
that any person whom the pastors and deacons of said Cnurch shall appro' 
may have access thereto." In 1814, 269 works, as they are num^ 
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on the catalogue, belon^iog to this hbrary, were deposited in the rooms 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society. A '^catalogue o( the Hbrary of 
Rev. Thomas Prince, former pastor of Old South Cliurch, presented by 
him to the Old South Church and Society,'* in 1 12 pages 8ro., was print- 
ed at Boston in 1846. It is to be regretted that a catalogue so well print- 
ed should he so badly arranged, or rather so ^lirely destitute of all use- 
ful arrangement. 

CAMBRIDGE. 

m 

Harvard College Libraries— Si,200 vols. — On the 24th of January, 
17d4, in a stormy winter's night during the college vacation, Harvard 
Hail, containmg the library of more th^ 5,000 volumes, the philosophi- 
cal apparatus, and all the little collections of objects of interest belonging 
to the college, was destroyed by fire. "Tfaus perished the valuable books 
given by John Harvard, Sir Kenehn Digby, Sir John Maynard, Dr. Light- 
^ loot. Dr. Gale, Bishop Berkeley, and other distinguished benefactors; the 
books and pamphlets connected with the early history of New England, 
the precious, though scanty, accumulations of a hundred and twenty-six 
.years — a loss which in those days must have seemed appalling, and 
which the historian, the antiquary, and the bibliographer can never cease 
■ to deplore." 

The State legislature was in session. Indeed, at the time of the calam- 

^ ity. Harvard HalJ was occupied by them in consequence of the alarm ex- 

r cited by the existence of the small pox in Boston. At the instigation of 

^ Governor Bernard, they immediately appropriated off2,000 to erect a new 

^ building in place of that which had been destroyed while occupied by 

them. A general subscription was made for the same purpose among the 

towns and counties of the State, amounting to of878 16^. 9d* A gene- 

lOiis sympathy was shown by many persons in the parent country. The 

subscription of Thomas Hollis, for the new building, was <^200. The 

friends of the institution manifested not less zeal and liberality in supply- 

^ ing Uie »ew hall with books. The General Assembly of New Hampshire 

^ gave books to the valiie of o£*300 sterling. The Society for propagating 

the Gospel in New England and adjacent parts gave ,;^2U0 sterling, 

and the Society for propagating the Gospel in foreign parts gave o^lOO for 

the library. In 1 790 the library had increased to 12,000 volumes; in 1830, 

to 30,000. It is almost entirely the fruit of individual munificence. First 

among its distinguished benefactors stands the name of Thomas Hollis, 

vhose '^deeds of peace" entitle him to our warmest respect and gratitude. 

The books which, during the first ten years of the present library, he 

placed upon its shelves, were very numerous,! admirably chosen, and 

many of them elegantly bound, and containing curious and interesting 

notes in his own handwriting. At his decease, in 1774, he bequeathed 

fo the college a sum of money which now constitutes a fund of $3,000, 

Ae interest of which is laid out in the ptirchase of books. In a note in 

Giggeius' Thesaurus Ling Arab., he states that he has "been particularly 

industrious in collecting grammars and lexicons of the oriental root lan- 

^guages, to send to Har\'ard College, in hopes of forming by that means, 

*8ee iketch of the history of Harvard College, by Samuel A. EUioc, Boston, 1848. 

f The arrifals of 43 ''cases'* are noted on the records at difierent interrals during this period. 
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assisted by the energy of the leaders, always beneficent, a few prtme 
scholars, honors to their country and lights to mankind.'^ 

Thomas Brand HoUis gave to the library many excellent books, and at 
his decease, in 1806, one hundred pounds sterling. Hon. John Hancock, 
in pursuance of the known intention of his uncle, Thomas Hancock, whose 
estate he inherited, presented to the library in 1767 five hundred and fifty- 
four pounds sterling. He gave for himself, also, ^^ a large collection of 
♦chosen authors." Thomas .Palmer, of Boston, in 1772, presented ^* the 
Antiquities of Herculanoaum, and Pirauesi's Views of Rome, in 20 folio 
vols.;" and at his decease, in 1820, bequeathed his library of nearly 1,200 
^< choice and costly volumes," valued at $2,500. Samuel Shapleigh, 
Hbrairian of the university, in 1801 , gave a piece of land and the residue 
of his estate for the increase of the library. The sum obtained from thi3 
bequest was $3,000, the interest 6{ which is applied to the purchase of 
books in modern literature. Israel Thorndike, of Boston, purchased and 
presented, in the year 1818, the celebrated library of Professor Bbeling^of ' 
jHamburgh, containing 3,200 volumes of works mostly relating to America, , 
and a collection of 10,000 maps and charts, ^^ probably unrivalled by any 
other collection of the kind in the world." The whole cost $6,60Q. 
In 1823 Samuel A. Eliot', of Boston, purchased and presented the valu- 
able collection of books relating to America of D. B. Warden, consisting' 
of 1,200 volumes, besides maps, prints, and charts,* costing $5,000. 
The '^ Boylston Medical Library," of more than 1,100 volumes, was pre- 
sented by Ward Nicholas Boylston. The sum of $2,000, given to the 
university in 1825, by Hon. Peter O. Thacher, ^^from a^fund left him in 
trust by* the late William Breed, esq., of Boston," was applied by the- cor- 
poration to the purchase of books for the library. The Hon. Christopher 
Gore, who had previously enriched the law library by fjequent and valu- 
able donations, at his death, in 1831, left by will to the college the residue 
of his estate, of which $38,000 are reserved for annuities bequeathed by 
him. The whole ultimately receivable by the college amounts to $94,888. 
From this fund Gore Hall, the present library building, has been erected. 
In 1842 the sum of $21,008 was subscribed by thirty-four gentlemen in 
Boston and vicinity, for the purchase of books; not as a permanent fund; 
but for use when wanted. In 1844 Horace A. Haven bequeathed, for the 
purchase'of mathematical slfid astronomical works for the library, the sum 
of $3,000. In 1845 the Hon. William Prescott bequeathed ^3,000, 
which has been expended for books on American history, topography , &c. 
In 1846 Hon. Thomas Grenville, of London, gave, through President 
Everett, .J'lOO for the purchase of books for the library.f '] 

The library of the university is at present divided into four departments, 
viz: public, law, theologicaf, and medical. 

The public Ubrary contains 56,000 volumes of printed books and bound 
manuscripts. The volumes in the library were counted July 11, 1849, and 
found to be 55,605. Including the additions since made, the number 
may be putxlown at 56,000; this includes the bound manuscripts. The 
unbound pamphlets and serial works are estimated, exclusive of duplicates, 

* Mr. Warden subsequently made a second collection, which was bought by the State libra^ 
of New York. 

1 1 have been able to notice only the most important donations to the library. For a fall liil { 
of them, see the appendix to Eliot's History of Harvard College; compare also the preface to the i 
•cMalogue, by Benjamin Pierce. < 
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to be 25,008; they probably exceed this number. No enumeration of 
MSS. separate from the foregoing has .been made. In 1819, seven Greek 
MSS. were procured in Constantinople, one a fragment of an Evangelistary, 
probably of the ninth century; there are some Latin MSS., and several 
oriental MSS., in Arabic, Persian, Hindostanee, Japanese, etc. Of Ro- 
man coins and medals, the library has 67L in copper, 43 in silver, and L 
in gold; of ancient coins other than Roman, 8; there are about 500 modem 
ccnns of all sorts, and 35 modern medals. The annual increase of tlie li- 
brary since 1832 has been as follows; For the years ending — 





Volumes. 


Pamphlets. 


a 


Vo umes. 


Pamphlet 


B. 


July 13, 1832 


- 1,299, 


255, including 602 and 190 j 


fiven 


July 12, 1833 


602, 


212, 


do 


156 


204 


do 


July U, 1834 


815, 


737, 


do 


371 


^ 


do 


July 10, 1835 


227, 


1S4, 


do 


156 


do 


July 15, 1836 


- 1,343, 


237, 


do 


384 


153 


do 


July 14, 1837 


- 1,043, 


205, 


do 


310 


185 


do 


July 13, 1838 


803, 


200, 


do 


317 


172 


do 


July 12, 1839 


651, 


5H2, 


do 


238 


532 


do 


July 10, 1840 


251, 


249, 


do 


161 


242 


do 


July 9,1841 


881, 


1, 402, 


do 


270 


1,119 


do 


July 11, 1842 


840, 


700, 


do 


419 


700 


do 


July 11, 1843 


1, 353, 


1,597, 


do 


322 


1,421 


do 


July 9,1844 


. 3, 645, 


1, 333, 


do 


453 


1,318 


do 


July 15, 1845 


- 2, 928, 


3, 806, 


do 


652 • 


3, 122 


do 


July 14, 1846 


- 2,018, 


3, 477, 


do 


679 


3,319 


do 


July 13, 1847 


- 1 , 762, 


3,321, 


do 


1,072 


3,205 


do 


July 11, 1848 


- 1,523, 


2, 632, 


do 


540 


2,520 


do 


July 11, 1849 


724^ 


1,645, 


do 


3?6 


1,580 


do. 



As the books bought for the last seven years have been procured with 

the money subscribed in 1842, they are to be considered as donations; so 

that all the additions since 18'i2 are stricriy gifts. The only permanent 

iund finr the increase of the library yields fsioi) per annum. In 1842, the 

mm of $22,000 was raised by subscription, to be applied to the purchase 

of books, but not as a permanent fund. This sum is now reduced to 

: $5,883, which will probably be entirely expended in the course of two or 

f three years. Among the late additions are works in modem English lit- 

i erature, German literature, with the classical and other departments, sci- 

, entific works, etc.* 

The only permanent fund for the increase of the library is the combined 
' Hollis and Shapleigh fund, which yields about $450 per annum. The 
principal is $6,000. The public library is kept in Gore Hall, the founda- 
j tion of which was laid April 25, 1837, and to which the books were re- 
[ moved July, 1841. The outer walls of the building are of rough stone 
\ (Quincy granite, or sicnite,) laid in regular courses, with hammered stone 
\ OHttresses, towers, pinnacles, drip-stones, &c. The inner walls, columns, 
\ and the main floor (which rests on solid brick arches) are of brick, the 
floor covered with hard pine boards; the other parts finished with plaster. 
The partitions are strengthened with iron columns concealed within them, 
and the roof and galleries rest on iron rafters. The whole cost, including 

*Blb'jotheca Sacra, January, 1850. 
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thn hoating npparaliis, woh littlu Nhort of f 73,000. Ii. is in thn form Of a 
lutiii r.ri)HH, thn nxln;rno length of whi(*.h <;xlertiMlly is MO f(>oty nrid 
through tlir; lran.s(!pt Hl^ Ihr.i, 'V\w. iiit<*rior contiiins (i hall 1 l^li^ril long 
and 'iif U'.v.i hi^h, with a vaiiltfMl <'.(Mlin^,Mi[)|)orlfMl hy'/^O riblNMi cohuriiis. 
IUh! spari'N ])fi\.wv.v{\ \hr. cohiiniis aiifl sidn wail.M an; divi(l<:<i \>y |)ariitioti» 
into Nlalls or a|f'.ov(;H for bookn ahovo and h<;low Iho ;c(allfiy, which in 12^ 
ft'ot from tlio floor. Oiic trariKopt \» ii.sod for a reading room, and the other 
is dividfid into thnjc apartni(^nts for hooks. (S«:o (iuitM'y's iJistory of 
Ifarvard Univorsity; 11, pago 51K).) Tho books arc arranged af-.cordingto 
subjects. 

A catal'»fs^U(M)f the old library in 105^ pn^^rs 4io. was published in ITSCJ, 
with thetitlo, <<(yatalo;^ns Ijibrorum l{ibliothecc'r> (/ollr^ii tlarvarditii miod 
est Cantabrit;:ia; in Nova Anglia. IJosl. Nov. Angl. typis IJ. (ircoii/ 

After tk(? burnii};;; of the library a *SSr;lnotior (/atalogu.s in 7nnrn Aca- 
dernia; Aifnrnjonini" was published, but no copy of it (!xists in the lilirary. 

Atiotfuir, *^(^'ataloi^us |{ibli()the(%'i! Jlarvardianfr, Cantabii^ifi;, Nov. 
AuKlorurn. I^osionia;, tyjas T. and J. Flrct, I7*J0;" Svo., I'.')M pages. 

Ihi*. last |)rintod catalnguo is entitb'd: ** A (/atalogue of the liibrary 
of Jfarvard University, in (Jambridge, jVJassaehusetts; \i vols. Svo. Carnb., 

ivs;?o.'' ^ 

^rtiis rjitalogue was pr^pan^d by IJenjarnin I*nirr(!, then librarian. The 
first two voluim^s (\)r>2 pa;^<!H) coniiiin an alphalmti'-al catalogue. The 3(1 
.volume (J^t^.'i j)ages) eontains a systornatir ind<'x,in the five? ^ lasses : thcol- 
ogy, jurisprud*;U''o, arts and sci<'nc('s, brlles-hjttn's, history; witli a sixth 
division, rotnpribing works rnlating to America. Mach class has numer- 
ous subdivisions. 

As a 4lh volume, was published *<A catalogue of tbo nuips anri charts 
in the library ol Harvard University, Hvo. (>aud)., IKM;" ll^d^iugna; also 
prepared by Mr. Pcsirce. % 

A ^M'^irst Supplement*' to the catalogue?, prepared by the present libra- 
rian, was published in IKM, (i^f)0 pp. Hvo ) containing the additiotis to 
the library up to iSeptember I, \Kili. 

All oUicers and students of the University, officers of the Stale govern^ 
ment and niend)ers of the legislature, clergymen of all dcnominatioiia 
living within ten ndles of the library, benefactors V) the library to the 
amount of i|40 during their resid(Mice in (/ambridge, and all pcirsons 
tempf)rarily residing in Cambridge, for pur[)oses of study, may bor- 
row books from the library, under certain conditions pre.scriberl in the 
laws. ''A ready admittance, and the rctpiisite infiirrnation and fiicili- 
ties for examitiitig and consulting tlw; works, are aflorde.d to all visitors. 
The privileges granted in individuals arc? not exc(M;ded by tho.se enjoyed at 
any other institution of a similar kind, and are believed to he in all res|)CCtii 
m great as a due regard to general accotmnodation and to the; preservation 
of the books would (K-rndt.''— (Preface to catalogue.] 

A small sum is assctssed on the students f()r the. use of the library. All 
other persons are allf>wed to take out books without charjL^e. ^VUa library 
is very much used for the pur]K)s<-. of consultation, not only by ]M!rHon8 
who are entitbul U) Imrrow nooks, but by others. The books have not 
suffered much by insects. The injury has been confined mostly to (dd 
brjoks infested belbre tfiey carne to th(j library, and to some others which 
were k(?pt in close(| eal>inets. 'J'he present olli'-ers are: librarian, Tliad- 
deus Willittm Harris, M. 1).; as.«^istant, llev. John L. Sibley; temporary 
afcbistaut; Mr. Ezra Abbot; janitor; Mr. Thomas Kicrnau. 
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The society libraries connected with the college contain about 12,000 
volumes. 

Such deficiencies in contemporary literature as tlie students have at any 
time felt in using the public library, they have attempted to supply in their 
-society libraries. 

The oldest society of students of Harvard College is The Institute of 
1770. It was formed in that year, as a debating club, with other literary 
purposes. Different clubs have since been joined to this society, and the 
library consists of the collections formed by them for their members from 
the current literature of the periods when they were purchased. Present 
library 2,500 volumes; annual increase about one iiuudred. 

XMe PorceUian Ovh is a convivial and literary club of many years 
standings Considerable annual additions from the penodical and other 
current literature are made to its library^, which is the largest society 
library connected with the university, and contiiins a large number of 
valuable editions. At present it consists of about 5,000 volumes. 

The Hasty Pudding Club — a social and literary organization founded 
in 1795 — has a library which was established thirteen years afterwards. 
It now contains about 3,500 volumes. The annual increase is now 
about 300 volumes — the additions being made at present solely by the 
donations of the members. The intention of the library is to give to the 
members of the club those facilities for reference and relaxation -which are 
ordinarily afforded by a gentleman's private library. It therefore consists 
of a selection from standard literature, in collecting which an especial de- 
sign has been to embrace complete sets of the leading reviews, as well as 
the current literature of the dky. 

The Cambridge Alpha of the Phi Beta Kappa society is the oldest ' 
branch of that institution since the parent at VVilliams College expired. 
It was founded in 1781. For several years after that time a 'library of 
English standard literature was collected, which amounts to about 50C 
volumes. No additions have been made to it in recent years. 

The Natural History, Rumfordy and Hermcean societies — associations 
pomparatively recently formed — have small, but increasing libraries. The 
Harvard Chapter of the Alpfia Delta Phi society has a small library con- 
taining merely the books written by its graduate members, and a collec- 
tion ofiioriodicals. These may be set down together at 500 volumes. 

The Lmw Library was commenced by the purchase of the valuable 
collection of Judge Story. It is- in the building erected for the Law 
School. It contains about 14,000 volumes — having cost, excluding 
large donations, more than §35,000. '^It includes all the American re- 
ports, and the statutes of the United States, as well as those oi all the 
States, a regular" series of all the Eftglish reports, including the Year 
Books, and also the English statutes, as well as the principal treatises in 
American and English law, besides a large collection of Scotch, French, 
German, Dutch, Spanish, Italian, and other foreign law, and a very 
ample collection of the best editions of the Roman or civil law, togethei 
with the works of the most celebrated commentators upon that law." — 
[Annual Catalogue, 1849-'50.J 

"This library," (say the committee of overseers in their annual report 
for 1&19,) "is one of the largest and most valuable relating to law to be 
found in the country. As an aid to study it cannot be estimated too 
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hif(hly. Here the student may raiig;e at will tliron^h all the demesnes of 
juris|)rudeucc. Here he may accjuire a knowledge of the books of h» 
jirofession; learning their true character ai;d vafne, which will be of in- 
calculable service to him in his future labors. Whoso knows how to use 
a hbrary, posaesses the very keys of knowhul^e. Next to knowing the 
law, is knowing where the law is to ho finind." 

The library is open tor the use of students during the term, and those 
who desire it pursue their studies there, es{)ecially in the preparation of 
their moot-court cases. 

Several catalogues of the hbrary have beenpubllslied; one (not, we be- 
lieve, the first) was in HO pages 8vo., 1831^; a supplement (1(5 pages 8vo.) 
contained the books bequeathed to the library by lion. Samuel Livennore, 
of Portsmouth, N. H. A general catalogue of the library was published in 
1834, (228 pages 8vo.) This excellent catalogue, prepared by Charles 
Sumner, esq., is alphabetical, with a systematic index. The preface con- 
tains an interesting skelcfi of the history of the library. The fourth edi- 
tion, with the additions, was printed in IH^K), in 354 pages ^vo. 

<< The Theological library is in Divinity Hall. Persons entitled to its 
privileges must be connected with the Divinity School, Number of books 
about 3,000. They consist of valuable select works, principally in 
nioderrk theology, with some of the early fathers in the original. Means 
have been recently devised to add to the library valuable modern works 
in theology and morals, as they are published. 

*^ Thq Aledical library is in the Medical (Jollege in Boston, It isp laced 
tPiere for the convenience of students attending the medical lectures. The 
nimibcrof books is about 1,200. It contains all the ehnnentary works which 
are the most im|)ortunt and (he most used by students. Hesides these, it 
has the writings of the early (jireek and Latin medical fathers and the 
works of^the later medical cUissics; and, with the latter, it contains numer- 
ous valuable modern works.*' 

CAMHHllHiKPOllT. 

Parish Library — 500 vols. — This library was founded in 1849. **One 
hundred volumes were given by a n)eniberof the society; nearly as many 
more, formerly belonging to the Sunday School Teachers' Library, have 




A catalogue containing 8 |>ages 12nio. was printed in 1849. B. L. Whit- 
ney, librarian. 



OROTON. 



Library of lAwre7ice Academy — 2,650 vols, — In 1827, at the recom* 
niondatiou of Mr. Elizur Wright, then the preceptor of the academy^ the 
trustees commenced the f^^rmation of a library, by the purchase of eighty- 
six books. For ton years these, without any additions, were used by 
the students. They were the only ones ever purchased by the c'orpora* 
tion. In 183S, Mr. Amos Lawrence, of Boston, made a donation oi 180 
Tolumes; and^ up \o the commencement of the year 1850^ his successive 



37 [120] 

/ 

gifts comprise 2,400 volumes — nearly the whole collection . Sixty volumes 
weie presented by the American Tract Society; sixty-three were the re- 
lics oi the Ubrary of a literary society formerly connected with the school; 
four were a gift from the corporation of Harvard College, through the 
kindness of President Sparks; a few were received from members of Con- « 
gress. The library is '< well selected, free from all corrupting and trashy 
literature, and adapted to form a tas(e for useful and solid reading.'' The 
library is open on Wednesday to the male pupils, and on Saturday to the 
females. A catalogue in 8vo., 206 pages, was printed at Lowell in 1S5«J; 
it is alphabetical, with a classified index; it is in every respect a well ex- 
ecuted work. From the preface, signed by James Means, the present 
preceptpri we have gathered the facts stated above. 

LAWRENCE. 

7%« Franklin Library — ^50 vols, — ^The Franklin Library Association 
was incorporated April 24, 1«47, and possesses S50 volumes. A catalogue 
of the books (14 pages 12ino.) was printed in 1S48. The library is opened 
on Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p. m., and on Saturdays from 12 m. to 1 p. m., 
firoin 4 to 5 and from 7 to b p. m« X. W. Harmon^ librarian. 

LOWELL. 

CUy School Library — 7,402 vols. — F^ninded in lS-14. First opened for 
i the delivery of books Februar}' 11, 1S45. It contains 7,492 volumes. 
The first purchase consisted of 3,800 volumes. Tiiere have since been 
. added from 1,00U to 1,.5IJ<) volumes anniioUy., The city drew from the 
' State its proportion of a fund that had been accumulating for the purpose 
t of fonniug school libraries, amounting to $1 .215, and appropriated §2,CKK) 
to purchase this library. The next year the appropriation was $1,000, 
and since then it has been s5(lO yearly for the purchase of books. The 
library occupies a room 60 feet by 2S, on the ground floor of a brick build- 
ing belonging to ilie city, and centrally located. The books are arranged 
according to size, without regard to subjecis, and each volume is num- 
bered. The first catalogue (printed 1814) contains 66 pages 16mo. 
Four annual supplements have been primed, containing each 21 pages. 
^ Tlic library is open every day, except Sunday, from 2 to 5 and from 7 
. to 9 p. m. Every citizen may take books out of the library, by giving 
satisliactory evidence that they will be carefully used, and by paying fifty 
cents annually. The number of subscribers is about SCO, entitled to two 
volumes per week each. Josiah Hubbard, librarian. 

Library of tliC Middlesex Medtcuiics'* Association — 5,3S6 vols. — Incor- 
pomted in 1S25. Reading-room established 1834. The library contains 
o,3b0 volumes. During the la^^t ten years, the annual average expendi- 
ture for the purchase of books has been >314. In lS33-'34 the associa- 
■ lion erected a large building of brick, at an expense of §20,486 04, for 
all the pnr|K)ses of the association. The library-room is 40 feet by 26, 
and 11 feet liigh. The reading-room is of the same size. A catalogue 
■' ''• was printed in 1840, containing I3r) pages Svo. 89 pages are devoted to 
j ail alphabetical catalogue of the books, and 47 pages to a classified index, 
' I the large divisions of which are science, history, literature, government, 
and politics* Theology is included under science. Each division has 
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several subdivisions. A supplement of 22 pages was prfnted'in T84R 
All members of the association, and other persons, citizens of Lowell', by 
paying an annual subscription of six dollars, are admitted to tfie privileges 
of the ribrary and reading-room. ITie books are lent out. The library 
is open every day except Sunday from 2 tilF 5 o^clock p. m., and in the 
evening Troin 7 to 9. Strangers may be introduced by members to the- 
use of library and reading-room. Mr. Crafts, librarian. 

NANTUCKET. 

The Atherueum Libraru — 2,552 vols, — The Athenanim was founded iiy 
1836. The library was dfestroyed by fire in July,. 1846 ,- refnmished and 
opened to the public in February, 1847; contained, in January, 1849^ 
2,532 volumes. It has small conchelogical and geological cabinets, a few 
maps, and several hundred coins of small value. 10() volumes were added 
in 1848. A wooden building was erected for the use of the institution in 
1846-'47, containing a lecture-room, library-room, and museum — the 
cost, about $5,000. The library-room is 49 feet by 24, and 12 feet high^ 
It is arranged in alcoves, and capable of holding 10,000 volumes. Opened 
daily from 1^ to 5 p. m., and on Saturday evenings from 6 to 9^. oharC'^ 
holders pay two dollars per annum, others three dollars per annum, for 
the use of the books. During'the yeors 1847 and 1848, 5,230 books weie 
taken out each year. William Mitchell, president. 

NEWTON 

Library of the Theohgical Seminary — 6,0(X) vols, — Founded in 1825» 
Contains 6,000 volumes. All persons connected with the institution are 
entitled to the use of the library. The librarian has discreticmary power 
in regard to lending books to other persons. A catalogue was published 
iu 1833, in 12mo. The Seminary belongs to the Baptist denomination. 

PLYMOUTH* 

The Old Colony Pilgrim Society was formed 9th of November, 1819^ 
for the purpose of commemorating the landing of the pilgrims upon the 
rock of Plymouth, of cherishing the memory of their virtues ana suffer* . 
ings, and of preserving such well authenticated relics as could then be 
cathered. In 1824 a monumental edifice was erected by the society. It 
IS of unwrought split granite, 70 feet in length by 40 in width, and \s two 
stories in height. It has a. handsome Doric portico. The whole expense 
of the building and appurtenances was about $15,000. In the edifice a 
room is set apart for a libraiy and a cabinet of curiosities. It has as yet 
but a small number of volumes. It has also some manuscripts relative to 
our early history. The cabinet contains a large number of curiosities of 
great interest. [See History of the Pilgrim Society, by W. Cogswell, in 
the American Quarterly Register for August, 1838, pp. 82-90.] 

ROXBURY. 

Athenoium Library — 5,000 vols, — The Roxbury Athenaeum was founded 
May J, 1848. The library contains about 5^000 bound volumes^ aud 
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lAMmt 4,000 pamphlets, and , say, 40 maps and charts, and 100 engrayings. 
The first year, Sl^^OO were expended for the libraiy; the second year, 
$600. There is a permanent Aind of $4,000, yielding about $250 pej 
annum. Many books have been received by donation. The library is 
open every day from 8 o'clock to 11 a. m., and from 3 to 5 p. m. The 
price of a share is ttirenty-five dollars. Annnal subscribers pay four dol- 
lars. Three books may be taken out at a time by any proprietor or sub- 
scriber. Over 4,000 were taken out in 1S49. A catalogue, 250 pages 8vo.,- 
vas printed in 1849. Benjamin Kent, librarian. 

SALEM. 

Tike AthertfBum Library — 11,000 vols. — " The Salem Athenseum, incor- 
porated in ISlO, was formed by the union of the Social and Philosophical 
Libraries. 

*'In the year 1760, a number of gentlemen signed a covenant for the 
formation of a library in Salem, to be called the * Social Library.' The 
niunbec of shares at the commencement was thirty-two, at five guineas 
per share. This number was afterwards increased by the accession of 
new members. The librar\' was first deposited in the brick school-house 
in School street, and there continued till 1786, when it was removed to 
the new middle school-house, now tlie centre school-house, in Washing- 
ton street. The brick school-house was taken down to erect on or near 
its site the court-house; and this last building was also taken down in 
1S39 for the accommodation of the Eastern Railroad Company. The 
hbrary was afterwards "removed to the Central Building, Central street, 
where it continued till tlie union and the fomiation of the Athenaeum. 

*• From the vear 1775 lo 17S4, no meetings were held: and the interest 
which was before manifested in the success of the library was paralyzed 
by the unsettled state of the country during the Revolution. At the res- 
toration of peace, the attention of the proprietors was again directed to the 
state of the library. All fines, forfeitures, ifcc, that had been incurred 
during the above-mentioned period, were cancelled, and it was determined 
to begin anew. A fresh impulse, thus imparted, rendered its further jHt)g- 
less successful. In 1797 an act of incorporation was obtained. In 1809 
a catalogue was printed. 

** During the revolutionary war, the vessel on board of which a part of 
die library of the celebrated Dr. Richard Kirwan* was shipped for trans- 
portation across ihe Irish Channel was captured by an American privateer. 
These books were brought into Beverly and sold. A company of gentle- 
men, consisting of the Rev. M. Cutler, LL. D., of Hamilton; Rev. J. Wil- 
hid, D. D., LL. D., and Joshua Fisher, M. D., of Beverly; Rev. T. Bar- 
nard, D. D., Rev J. Prince, LL. D., E. A. Holyoke, M. D., LL. D., and 
Ih*. J. Orne, of Salem, Jcc, became the purchasers; and thus was laid 
the foundation of the ^ Philosophical Library' An offer of remuneration 
was afterwards made to Dr. Kir wan, who generously declined it, express- 
ing his satisfaction that his valuable library had found so useful a desdna- 
tion. Rev. Joseph Willard was the librarian from the commencement till 

*** Dr. Kirwan. a chemical phiiosopher, was bom in Ire'and about the middle of the last cea. 
. and died in IdlS. His pnncipal workit are, *An E-oay on the Constitution of Adda,' *EI. 
of Mineralogy ,1 inlvo toIs. dvo., and a work on lo^ic, published in 1809. — Pemm§ Cy- 



[120] 4a 

his removal to Cambridge, in December, 1781, to enter upon the duties 
of president of Harvard University. The Rev. Dr. Prince was then ap- 
pointed his successor, and continued in oflice till the union, in 1810. The 
late N. Bowditch, LL. 1)., when a young man, was enabled, through the 
kindness of the proprietors, to pursue his studies under very favorable au« 
spices, by having free access to this library, which contained many im- 
portant scientific books. In order to re])ay the debt of gratitude which he 
felt he had incurred, he left in his will, made fifty years afterwards, the 
sum of one thousand dollars for the use of the Saleui Athenaeum. 

<*At the formation of the Athennium, the books were dep(i>sited in the • 
rooms occupied by the Social liihrary. In April, 1815, they were removed 
to rooms in Essex Place. In 1825 they were again removed to tlie rooms 
over the Salem Bank; and finally, in the spring of 1S41, to the present 
spacious hall in liawrence Place, recently fitted for their reception. The 
present number of shares is ninety-seven. Number of volumes in the 
library, 9,000. They have been principally obtained by the sale of shares^ 
and by annual assessments '' ♦ 

The library increases at an average rate of 250 volumes per annum. 
About $400 are annually appropriated for the purchase of books. There 
is a penuanent fund for the increase of the library yielding about $150 a 
year. There have been seveial catalogues printed. 

Catalogue of the. Social Library, 1 809 - - - 8vo. 42 pages. 

Do do Salem Atheiifemn, 1811 - - 8vo. 72 ** 

Do do do do 1818 - . 8vo. 77 « 

Do do do do 1826 - - 8vo. 95 " 

Do do do do 1842 - ' . 8vo. 171 ^< 

Supplement to the same 1849 - - Svo. 13 " 

The catalogue of 1842, by Thomas Cole, esq., consists of two parts: 
the first, of 93 pages, contains the titles of the books, systematically ar- 
ranged; the second (pp. 95 — 171) alist of about 1,000 pamphlets, inserted 
alphabetically under the names of their respective authors. A short ac- 
count of each author, as far as could be ascertained, is affixed, noticing 
the year of his birth and death, the college or university at which he was 
graduated, the principal places of residence, occuixition, &c. It is skill- 
lully and accurately prepared. 

The library is open every day, except Sundays, from 8 o'clock a. m. 
till sunset. Proprietors and their families, also settled clergymen of the 
city and neighboring towns, are entitled to the use of the books. Pro- 
prietors have the liberty to introduce strangers as readers. No record is 
kept of the number thus introduced. Charles J. Whipple, librarian. 

The library at present contains about I J ,000 volumes. The }>anjphlet8, 
about 2,000 in number, forming a very valuable collection, are mostly 
bound in volumes. This is not only an excellent library lor popular use^ 
but it contains an unusually large proportion of works of standard value. 
Early theological and scientific works, and the transactions of learned 
societies, are more fully represented than in most libraries of tlii« kind. 
The later additions have been well selected, and mostly in the de{)arl- 
ments of modern history, biography, voyages and travels, and geneial 
English literature. 

Library of the Essex LtsiiltUe— 2,^22 vols. — This society was incof^ 

*See introductory remarka to the catalogue, 1842. 
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porated in 1848, and formed by the uqion of the Essex Historical Society 
(incorporated in 1821) and the Essex Connty Natural History Society, 
(incor|)0 rated in IKiO.) The library contains 2,522 volumes, 20 MSS., 
25 maps, 30 imintings or cii{;:ravings of the former presidents of (he His- 
torical Society, and some of ihe worthies of New Kngland, a few coins, a 
good colleciion of objects of natural history, in the several departments of 
nature, a few Indian relics, <S6c. For the last ten years about 250 volumes 
and 350 pamphlets have been added annually, and principally by dona- 
tion. For the same period about $100 ]:)er annum have been expended 
in the purchase of books. The room is accessible at all times to members 
of the society who majr take out books. A considerable number of per- 
sons visit the library daily ibr the purpose of consulting the books. Henry 
M. Brooks, li&rarian. 
Library oftfie Mechanics^ Institute — 3,000 vols. 

Note. — For tlie following additional information respecting public 
libraries in Salem we are indebted to Dr. Henry Wheatland, of that city: 

The East India Marine Socv:ty has a library containing 300 volumes, 
some 20 or 30 of which are manuscript journals of sea voyages, ifcc. The 
museum belonging to this society is one of the most valuable and inter- 
esting in the country. Charles M. Endicott, president. 

This society, whose membership is confined to those who have doubled 
Cape Horn and the (Jape of Good Hoi)e, as masters of vessels, was formed 
in 1799, and incorporated in 1801. A catalogue of the museum, (fee, 
was printed in 1831, (178 pp. 8vo.) 

The Essex Southern District Medical Society, formed in 1805, consists 
of those members of the Mredical Society residing: in Salem and the other 
towns in the southern section of the county. The library contains 1,000 
Tolumes, and is located in the Lyceum Building. Dr. E. B. Peirson, 
librarian. 

IVie Essex Afrricultund Society^ formed in 1818 under the auspices of 
5 the late Hon. T. Pickering, its first president, has within a few m: nths past 
1 purchased the agricultural library of the late Henry Oolman, containing 
. 625 voliunes. These, with a few volumes previously in its possession, 
f will make the library contain 650 volumes. It is deposited in a room in 
the Oity Hall, Salem. John W. Proctor, of Danvers, presidenc. 

The Salem Evangelical Ldhra/yy founded in 1818, contains 1,400 vol- 
umes. Rev. B. Emerson, I). D., librarian. 

Besides these, three religious societies possess libraries containing to- 
gether 2,500 volumes; the public school libraries contain 3, (UK) volumes; 
the Sabbath school libraries 8,000 volumes — making an aggregate, in- 
cluding the Athcnnoum, the Mechanics' Library, and the hbrary of the 
Essex Institute, of 34,192 volumes in the public libraries of the city. 



WILLIAMSTOWN. 



^ WiUtams College Libraries --10, 559 vols. — The college library was 
founded contemporaneously with tlie college in 1793, and contains at 
present 5,993 volumes, the charts of the United States coast survey, and a 
very few coins. The yearly average increase for the last ten years has 
been I8ff volumes. Yearly expenditure, $190. A brick building was 
erected for the accommodauou of the library^ by Hon. Amos Lawrencojof 
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Hopitnn, ill 1847, fit n roRt of l|^7,n()0. Tt \n cfilind Tinwrnnr.o TIoll. In 
form it is u r«?i<lilfir orfiif^on, mrU piiln \\) frot, nnd In foimd |(» ho yr.ry (!on- 
VfMiifMil. A rntnlngui', 51 pnfe^MR Hv«» , wn*« |»riMl»'»l in I Mil. Tlio first wa» 

))ririlc'(l ill I71M, dtJirrH in IHJi^ nnd IHi^s. Tlin lilirnry In o]HUfu] one 
lonr fvcry W«^HiiPN(lny luid SiitnrclHy (hiririjj: Irnn linm. Thn sindnntA of 
tlio two Inwrr rhiHSfs \my 40 cf'nfs nnrli, pur term, lor tli'i nwr (d hookn; 
tliosn of'tlMi two iippor fldssrs pny r»() cciilH (Mn.'h. llorjI^H nw h'lit out to 
rlur^yrocii nnd otlmr litornry i^fntifMiicMi, cvon n\ n distniirr* IVoin tlio coU 
Ir^Of lit thr^ flisrrotio'n olthn lihrarinn. AhoutHUO aiotakm oiitiinnunlly. 
Prof J(»}iii Tntlock, libnirinn. 

UcRidrw tin* colloj^n Iif7niry, nro tlie lihrnrinRof two «or,iotif«H ol undf^r- 
** grmhiHtrs of tlin colln^o: 

'IMm- IMiiloloiTJnn Mor.inty liihrniy - - - »,4I0 vols. 

IMiilotcrlmijui Society liibniry . . - - J^JTiO <« 

Ah t\w hnildiiiK orcrtful for ihn librnry of diis r.nWr^v. is on(j c)f tho fow, 
in thn phiriniiiK f»f wliirJi Iho intrrnnl rtivrciiirnvvH havo Imtmi ]>riinarily 
coiinnltnd, it may not bo amiss to givo in this phiro a soniowhat inintite 
dosnriptioti of it. 

It was ro(|iiircd to ornrt a hiiihliriK fi»r a lihrary of fi^tMM) vohimrs, capa- 
ble offfccoffimofJaiifi^ .'{0,tM)(), and ofbrin^ oxtondnd w» as to hohl 5(>,0(H), 
or tnorf^, without int'^rforing with tho juirt first built. 'V\iv. odifirc was to 
bo of biick, siihstantini and tastcdnl, and not t(» rost moro than .<){f7)00U, 
Those, it must ho confi's.srd, an; soinowhat dilfirult rcmditions to moot. 

'Vlu* hiiibhiiK if^ ill ff>rm a rogiilar or'.tagon, oa^di sido \\^ font) tho whole 
linight 4t) ii't'i. Tho (fhivatinn prcsf^nts a |)rinc.ipal story of tho loniiM»rdcr, 
with an'hod win(h)Ws, ono on oa^di sichj, and |)Iaiii |)ilastors. 'J^fioro is a 
nislifatod hasrmi'iit \\i fi-ot in height. Tho ontniiMM! is by a singlodonf 
in Olio jiiro of tho ootngon. This door o|M*ns upon a vostibidt?, from which 
rises a fiifiilar staircase ron(hi''ling to tho hhrary story, and intondodi ' 
wh(!n thn iii'ifase of the hhrnry m;iy (h-maiid it, to h(^ enrried np to the 
galle,ries, IjOMving, for the |)n'sent, thn basement, we will notiee tho prin- 
cipal st(»ry. This is oe.e.npif.d as the. hhrary. It is Hghted from tho sides 
and tho top; is eheorfnl, airy, and elegant, hi the cf^ntro is a circular 
colonacb' (d' H b^nic ])illars, from which springs a dome, surmounted by 
" a lantern. Tho eases for the hooks are to br; )>la('ed against tho walJB; and 
radinting from tfif; eohimns to th<^ rortiers of the octngon, thus dividing 
tho room into H aleov(!s and a eireuhir area in tho eeiitro. Ono of these 
BJeovcs ermiJiins a ein-nhir staire.aso. 'I'lie shelves at first built aro only 
7 feet high, and will rontjiin say H),tMJO volumoH. When in(»ra sholvos 
aro required, a light iron gallery is to be laid upon tlio top (d tho oaflnfi| 
ond another s(^t of shelve.s, also 7 feet in height, is to be placed uiK)n the 
first. 'I his gallery is reached by a rfwitimiation of tho circular staircasei 
one staireas/! being sitfijcient for so com)>aet a library. The room will 
ndmif three suefi tie.rs of shelves. 'I'hus the apartment will hold *it),fK>0 
volumes; all of which may be roaehed without the ufe of movafdo lad- 
ders. The librariMu's desk is in the cr-ntrc; from it he can see, by simply 
tnrninty round, every jwrson and every book in th«» room. 

The baseniont is divided into n»oms corresponding in shape to the al* 
coves of tho lif)rary. One of tliepo divisions and the central area form 
tpgethf^r a lobby eommunicaling with tho sf^veral rooms. Another of tho 
divisions is occupifid hy the stairs. 'I'wo others fi»rm a room for tho meet- 
i/ig/4 of tliu trustx^es and ior a roading-rooni of poriodicaKs. Tho division 
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of the octagon directly behind the stairs, serves as an entrance to the cel- 
lar and as a himber-room. The first room on the left of the lobby is the 
"packing-room," into which all 'f^oxes of books are to l)e first brought, to 
be unpacked and examincjd. All bopks fo be bonnr?, or to he sent away 
for any purpose, should be invoiced and packed here. A dnmb-waiter 
communicates with the library above. Next to the packing rfM)m, and 
opening into it, is the librarian's room; next to that a room for engravings, 
manuscripts, and other articles which re(|uire to be kept apart from the 
principal collection and guarded with special care. 

WORCESTER. 

Library of the American Antiquarian Society - 18,0r0 vols — The Amer- 
ican Antiquarian Society was incorporated October 24, 1812. The present 
number of volumes in the library somewhat exceeds 18,000. Its manu* 
scripts, though of much interest to the student of New Kngland history^ 
cannot readily be enumerated.* Many maps', charts, engravings, medals, 
&c.; belong to the colFection. TIfe average annual increase, for the last 
ten years, has been 404 books and 1,048 pamphlets. The accessions to 
the library are chiefly donations. There is no fund solely for the pur- 
chase of books, and no regular appropriation. The general funds of the 
society amount to .$30,038 33. About $200 were expended in 1848. A 
brick building was erected in 1820 at a costof about ;j;10,000. It consists 
of a central edifice 50 by 40 feet, and two stories high, with wings each 
•28 by 20 feet, also two stories high. The only catalogue which has been 
published was printed in 1837, and contains 582 pages royal 8vo. The 
regular hours for keeping the library open arc from 9 a. m. to 1 p. m., 
and from 2 to 5 p. m.; Saturday afternoons excepted. The library is free 
to the public for use on the premises. But books are not lent out, except 
that, by a special act of the council in each ca&e, pernjission may be had to 
take books from the town, a bond being given f()r their safe return. It is 
impossible to say how many persons consult the library annually. The 
number is very large* Samuel F. Haven, librarian. 

The preface to the catalogue contains the following sketch of the histo- 
ry of this library, which, from its public interest, we insert in full; 

The library of the American Antiquarian Society owes its origin to the 
sound judgment and sagacious fiiresiglit, not less than to the public spirit 
and zeal for the diffusion of knowledge, which marked the character of 
Isaiah Thomas, the venerable founder of the institution. The important 
contributions made by Dr. Thomas, both as an author and a printer, to the 
cause of good learning, need not here be repeated; they already form a part 
of our public history. From his press much of the early literature of the 
country was supplied, and to his pen was it occasionally indebted for sug- 
gestions and illustrations, in the form of notes, prefaces and appendices, 
giving increased value to the publications which issued under his auspices. 
His ^* History of Printing," written after his retirement from business, 
was the fruit of his past industry and research, and is a standard work on 
the shelves of our principal libraries. 

During his active period of life, while engaged in the publication of 
books, to an extent which kept nearly twenty presses in constant operation, 
and fit the «same time in conaucting a magazine and newspaj)er of wide 
circulation^ Mr. Thomas necessarily collected many books, pamphlets^ au^ 
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pajwrs, which already constituted a library of considerable magnitude. 
To this he subsequently made additions with a view to the preparation of 
his History. After the publication of that work, lie justly considered the 
library whirh he had'beeu gradually gathering, as a treasure of too much 
value to society to be hoarded in private while he lived, and perhaps scat- 
tered to the four winds at his decease. lie was led by this consideration 
to propose an association for collecting and preserving the materials of his- 
tory, to whose charge he might intrust his literary treasures, for the use of 
the present and future generations, and with the fond exf)ectation that they 
would be the embryo of a collection hereafter to rival the fomous libraries 
of Kurope. His design was submitted to his friends, with whose advice 
and assistance he matured a plan of organization tor the American Anti- 
quarian Society, and procured an act of incorpration October 24, 1H12. 
He was elected the first president, and continued in that office till his' 
decease, April 4, ISIJl , at the age of 82. 

Immediately after the incor[v>ration of the gociety , Mr. Thomas bestowed 
upon it his lil)rary, then comjiosedof about 3,000 bound volumes, a great 
number of pamphlets, and a scries of newspapers far more complete than 
any other existing in America. Soon afterwards a donation of 900 volumes 
was received through the hands of Mrs. Hannah Crocker, a descendant 
of the Mather family, (in part a gift from herself, and partly a purchase by 
Mr. Thomas,) being the remains of the library formerly belonging to In- 
crease and Cotton Mather, the most ancient in Massachusetts, if not in 
tlie United Stales. A valuable addition was also made to the library and 
cabinet by the legacy of tlev. William Hentley, D. J)., of Salem. The * 
books bequeathed by Dr. Bentley amounted to several hundred volumes, 
principally German editions and in the German tongue, besides a collection 
of oriental manuscripts, including a splendid illuminated copy of the 
Koran, and several connnentaries thereon. 

Our nmnificent fimnder* continued to cherish the child of his old ago 
with truly parental assiduity. Kvery year he made liberal donations of 
books and rare curiosities, some ol which were })rocured by him at consid- 
erable expense, 'l^hc whole amount of his donations in books was between 
7,000 and 8,000 bound volumes, a large number of unbound tracts, and 
the greater probation of all the newspnj)ers now belonging to the society.* 
He Nvas at tlic charge of printing the first volume of Transactions, pub- 
lished in 1820. In the same year he erected the edifice now occupied by 
the society, and gave it for their exclusive use. And to crown his bene- 
factions and f)lace the existen«'e and usefulness of the institution beyond 
the reach ol' ordinary vicissitude, he endowed it, at his decease, with a 
fund, which, if not ecjual to all its wants, is ample compared with many 
other institutions, and will pi^obably enable it hereafter to do good service 
in the rejniblic of letters. 

There are many othtjr benefactors of the society entitled to their grati- 
tude, among whom it maybe pcjruiitted to the connnittee charged with the 
publication of the catalogue to name the Hon. Thomas L. Winthrop,our 
present president, whose solicitude for the interests of the institution has 
been unr,(*asing, and who has enriched the library with marjy volumes of 
great price and nirity. Mr. 'I'honias Wallcut, of iJoston, has been the do- 
nor oi a large collection of old books and pamphlets, (jsjiccially suited to 
the objects and tiiste of the antiquary. 'I'he names of all donors, even of a 
^nglu volume or tract, or any article of curiosity, lure entered on our records^ 
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and xrill be transmitted, on the list of our patrons, to those who may come 
alter us. 

Soon .after the incorpomtion of tljo society, the national government 
made pn>visioA for supplying us with copies of the public laws and docu- 
ments. The legislatures of several of the States hax^e genennisly made a 
similar provision. The govermnent ot Massachusetts furnishes two sets 
of all the publications ordered by the legishilure, including the statutes 
and judicial n^ports. These ilocunienls com|K>se a valuable portion of our 
library; and should the example be imitated by the other States of the 
Union, a collection of public do^Munents would soon be formed, whose 
importance to the statesman and the historian caimot be too highly esti* 
mated. 

The present [I S37] number of bound ^volumes in the library is about 
12,0i:H), including upwards of 1 ,200 volumes of pamphlets, and more than 
700 bound volumes of newspapers. Inhere are about 500 pamphlets yet un- 
bound, exclusive of duplicates, and nearly 1,(HK) volumes of unbound 
newspapers. Nearly all the American papers printed before the Revolution 
are in this collection, and of some of then) a more complete series is here 
ta.be found than is anywhere else in existence. 

^he manuscripts of the society are of considerable value, especially that 
portion of them which relates to the early ecclesiastical history of New 
England. They embrace many of the |xipers ef the Mathers — Richard, 
Increase, Cotton, and Saumel; those of John Cotton, minister of the first 
church in Boston, and of John Cotton, the second, nunister of Plymouth. 
There are many other manuscripts wl)ich have already been considtetl 
with advantage by authors, and others who have had occasion to investi- 
gate the venerable records of the past. The lapse of years will add to their 
importance; and those time-<iefac.od pages, wliich ai-e now merely glanced 
at as objects of curiosity, will herealter be studied with an intense and 
eai?er interest. 

The cabinet of the society is not yet of great extent. The articles of 
most interest are those illustrating the maimers of our fathers, and the 
weapons of war, articles of apparel, and domestic utensils of the abo- 
rigines of North America. SjK^cimens ot this kind, of American origin, 
are more to be desired by an Americiin Society ot Antiquaries, than any 
articles, however rai*e or antique, brought hither from the ransacked do- 
mains of the Old World. The cabinet contains a collection of coins, com- 
paratively small, but amounting to nearly 2,000 pieces, of which, how- 
ever, many are duplicates. Among them is a considerable number of 
coins of the Roman Empire, and a few said to be of still more remote 
antiquity. It is believed there are specimens of nearly all the pieces of 
money ever struck in the present United States. 

The library and cabinet of the institution are dep*">sited in a building, 
in the construction and occupation of which great precaution has been 
taken for the security of the treasurers accumulated within its walls. 

The second volume of '^Vrclunologia Americana" has lately issued 
from the press. The long delay which took place between the appearance 
of ilip first and of the second volume is to be imputed, not to the want of 
materials lor the publication, or inclination to spread them before the 
public, but to the want of sutficient funds, which have but recently coma 
mto the possession of the society. ^ 

The foregoing sk«tch of the origin of the society, its objects, history^ ^ 



[ 120 ] 46 

and present condition, it is hoped by the committee will not be deemed an 
uiisuitiible introdnctioii to. this vohiiue. 

A catiilogne of the hbrary has long been a desideratum, not onJy to the 
members of the society, but to all who sought access tonheir archives. 
Without such an index, a great portion of our volumes were no better than 
sealed books to every inquirer who liad not time or patience to seek, 
among the undigested mass, for such dates and facts as he desired to as- 
certain. The catalogue now published is almost wholly the work of the 
late lamented librarian, Christopher C Baldwin, whose decease the soci- 
ety deplores as an irreparable loss. It was prepared by him with great 
care and labor, and is a monument of his untiring industry. It has been 
completed and brought up to the present date, by the acting librarian, 
Maturin L. Fisher, esq. Its accuracy, as far at least as regards the bound 
books, has been since subjected' to the test of a careful comparison of its 
titles with the correspondent volumes on the shelves of the library. It is 
in the alphabetical fonn, which has been generally adopted 'by LibrarianSy 
as more simple in its arrangement and more convenient for reference, than 
a systematic index. The plan pursued was to give the name of the author 
when kn(»wn, and where the work is anonymous, brielly to state thesu))- 
ject. Each letter of the alphabet has been paged by itself, to facilitate (he 
insertion of future additions under the respective letters, and thus render 
a new edition of the whole catalogue unnecessary, at least for several 
years. Our list of books, it will be observed, contains an unusual propor- 
tion of tracts, for which reason it is swollen to a size somewhat dispropor. 
tionate to the solid contents of the library. But we prize this lar^e col- 
lection of pamphlets, as a most important part of those materials ior his- 
tory which it is the great objrct of the society to preserve; and if the list 
was confined to these alone, we should judge it of suilicient consequence 
to warrant a publication. 

A written catalogueof manuscripts, very minute in its titles and details, 
is now in a course of preparation, and will be kept in the library for the 
inspection of all who may have occasion to consult it. 

By order of the Council: 

JOHN PARK. 

The catalogue of this invaluable collection will ere long be reprinted, 
with the additions since the time of the first printing. Prepared by the 
present learned aud able librarian, it will be a very important contribution 
to the means of investigating the early history of New England. ' This 
society has taken measures to commence the project of stereotyping by 
titles, so that each library in the country, while it secures a permanent 
catalogue of its own treasures, will help form the general printed and ste- 
reotyped catalogue of all the libraries. This plan, proposed some years 
ago at the Smithsonian Institution, lias received a new impulse through 
the favor and support which has been accorded it by the Antiquarian So- 
ciety. 

I am indebted to Mr. Haven for the following additional particulars 
respecting this library: 

** A prominent feature in the collection is the Mather Libratyy consisting 
of about 1,000 volumes, and containing probably the greater portion of the 
books owneil by Increase and Cotton Miither, as well as those of flichard, 
the father of Increase. The first two were emphatically the scliolars oi 
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their day, in New England; nnd the works they collected fairly represent 
the literature and learning of their linie, whether historical, theological, or 
metaphysical, or relating to the natural sciences. This is perhaps the 
oldest private library in the country tluU has been transmiitod from one 
generation to another. It was obtained from Mrs. ilunnah Mather ("rock- 
er, grand-daughter of Cotton Mather, and only remaining reproKontativo 
of tlie fimiily in Boston — partly by gift and partly by purchase. It is call- 
ed in the records 'The remains of the ancient library of the Mathers,' 
and was considered by Isaiah Thomas as Hhe oldest library in New Eng- 
land, if not in the Ifnitod fcitatefl.' With tliese books was obtained a large 
feollection of tracts and nianuscripts belonging to the Mathers: the latter 
consisting of sermons, diaries, correspondence, and common-places. 
Many of the tracts are political, and relate to the period of the Revolution 
and the Commonwealth in England. Taken together, this. Mather col- 
lection is uni(|u^, and of ^reat historical value. 

" The /?a/;/;;A/«^sf form another prominent and somewhat peculiar fea- 
ture. They undoubtedly contain a groaternumberaad variety of fugitive 
publications, such as illustrate the character and spirit of the time, than 
can be found elsfjwhere in the country. Those of •ancient dale are nu- 
merous and curious. 

<^ The newspapers begin with the first number of the first paper printed 

in the United Slates;. and, though the series is not p(^rf(;ct, it is, taking 

the whole i)eriod together, the most pcrlef.t that has been preserved. The 

collection Dfa///i«//^/c'5 is. also, the most complete and curious that can 

I probably be found in the country. The vuimtscripts are chielly such as il- 

Mustrate New England history. Many are thuological; some are treatises 

■and commentaries that have not been printed. There arc many letters 

f written by or addressed to the original settlers and their inmiediate descend- 

f ants. There are a few diaries, and an untold qujmtity of manuscript ser- 

• mens. Besides those of an older period, a mass of military papers relating to 

? the American Ilevolution belong to the society, which, at the request of 

^tlie State government, have been deposited in the State House at Boston. 

" As to paintinrra and ens(ravin^Sj besides the family portraits of the 
Mathers, five in number, the society possesses an original i)ortrait of Win- 
throp (received from the late William Winthrop, of Camhridge,) together 
. witti the ^stone |X)t, tipped and covered with a silver lydd,' containing the ' 
genealogy of the direct line in which that heir-loom, the pot, had de- 
Bcended. This stone pot is referred to in Savage's edition of Winthrop's 
journal. We liave also portrait of Endicott, Higginson, John Rogers, the 
Biartyr; Governors IJurnett and Leverett; Hannah Adams; our late presi- 
dents, Isaiah Thomas and Thomas Ij. Winthrop; Mr. Baldwin, late libra- 
rian; ChatJes Paxton, by Copley; Judge Chandler, &c.; and a very con- 
siderable collection of engraved heads in frames, bequeathed by the late 
Dr. Bentley, of Salem. 

" There are also many curious and rare old maps and charts,^* 
\ lAbtary of the Colicffe of the Holy Cros^ — 4,220 vols, — Founded in 
18i3j contains about4,0()0 volumes, besides many maps, charts, engra- 
vings and pieces of music, and 050 coins and medals. It is opened every 
day. The professors of the college, and such of the students as have spe- 
cial leave from the president, are entitled to the use of the books, iiooka 
are occasionally lent out to persons jit a distance from the college* J. 
O'Callughan, librarian. 
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A society of students possesses a library of 220 volumes. 

The Lifyrary of tke Mechanics^ Institute coutaius over 1,000 voltim 
nearly all of them clioico cclentific works receutly selected. About ijl 
per annum are now appliml to the increase of the library. 

jf%fi Lycdum Library contains 1 ,300 volume?, s(4(»,ctpd witli care. 1 
sum expended for books last year was $100, which is jierhaps about 
average animal amount. 

The Library ofiha Maniud Labor Hi^:h Sc/ioo/, established by the U 
tists in 183Ji, contains about 500 volumes. 

PUBLIC POnOOL MHRARIKS [N MASSACHUSETTS. 

Prom the twelfth report of the secretary of the hoard of education , [ 
sented November, 1848, we learn that the ntimber of volumes iu 
school libraries was 91,639, and tlieir estimated value ,^42,707. * 
would be difficult," adds the secretary, *^to mention any way in wh 
a million of dollars could be more beneficiHlly expended than in supply; 
the requisite apparatus and libraries for our common schools." 

There are sixty-seven incorporated academies in the State, many 
which possess libraries. Some few of these have already been noticed 

Most of the religious societies possess also Sunday school lihrar 
The number of volumes it is difficult to estimate. It must, however, 
very large. These books exert a powerful influence in literatilre no 1 
than in religion and morals. 

Social libraries exist in about two-thirds of tfie towns in the St« 
Some of these have been noticed, but only a small part of all that ex 
It will be a work of time to gather exact information respecting thewh 
of them. 

By chapter 52, statutes of 1848, the State legislature authorizes 
city of Boston to establish a public library, and to expend ,^5,000 a y 
for its support. Mr. Bigelow, the present mayor of the city, has presen 
$1,000. Hon. Edward Everett has given a valuable collection of pul 
documents, comj)rising more than 1,000 volumes. Many books have i 
been received from Mr. Vattomare. Mr. Winthrop, present Senator fi 
this State, has also presented the documents of the general governm 
for about ten years. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

NKWl'OKT. 

Bedwood Libroj^y — 4,000 vols. — A catalogiie (95 pages Svo.) of i 
library was published in 1843.* The pn^faco contains the following 1 
torical sk(;tch of this venerable institution, which hns been though 
possess sufficient general interest to warrant its publication, with 3( 
omissions, in this place: 

" The Redwood Library and Athcnreum owes its oripzin to a litei 
and philosophical society, which was establislicd in Kewport in the j 
1730. This society was comi)ose(J of some of the most ropectablo. i 
of the town of Newport, at that i)eriod one of the mostrem:*rkable iu 

* A Cdtatoguo had also been printed in 1704, in octavo. 
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mean colonies, for its wealth, learning, and public spirit. Its origin 
mnected with a splendid name in literatnre and philosophy. The 
turated Bishop Berkeley, who resided at this time on Rhode Island, 
>uraged the formation of this institution, aijd participated in its dis- 
ions. He was the intimate friend of some of its members; and the 
m of his conversation, undoubtedly, gave a delightful interest to its 
tings. Berkeley resided on Rhode Island from January, 1729, to 
«mber, 1731; and from frequent intercourse with these vigorous- 
led men, derived that knowledge of American character which 
9pted his muse to utter the prophetic declaration, * Westward the star 
npire takes its way.' 

At that period, the advantages of the association depended on a sys- 
of weekly debates and conversations upon questions of utility or in- 
5t. The formation of a library was, subsequently, considered by them 
ne of the most powerful means of accomplishing their original pur- 
!, ' the promotion of knowledge and virtue.' The system of debates 
gradually laid aside, and the energies of the society were solely di- 
ftdto the collection of valuable books. Had the establishment of a li» 
y constituted, originally, an object of the society, the valuable books 
in by Bishop Berkeley to Yale College and Harvard Oniversit}^, on his 
irtnre from Newport, in 1731, would undoubtedly have been presented 
lim to this institution, to individual members of which he was stronf^ 
:hed. 

In the accomplishment of this ne\^ object, a great impulse was given 
kbraham Redwood, esq., who, in 1747, placed at the disposal of the 
Bty J^oOO sterling, for the purchase of standard books in Liondon. To 
permanence and usefulness to his donation, Mr. Redwood enjoined 
lie society the duty of erecting an edifice as a depository for such books 
light be purchased. In pursuance of iheir object, a charter of incor- 
ticm was obtained in 1747, and the society, in honor of their most lib- 
benefactor, asumed the name of the Redwood Library Company. 
the erection of a library building, five thousand pounds were almos(A 
lediately subscribed by different citizens of the town. Heny Collins,^^ 
y proved a noble coadjutor of Mr. Redwood, and presented, in June, 
5, to the company, the lot of land then called Bowling Green, on 
ch the present library edifice now stands. 

Tlie library building, which is a beautiful specimen of the Doric or- 
was commenced in 1748 and completed in 1750. The plan was 
ished by Joseph Harrison ,t esq., assistant architect of Blenheim 
ise, England. He also superintended the erection of the edifice, 
I the committee of the company, consisting of Samuel Wickham, 
jy Collins, and John Tillinghast. The master-builders were, Wing 
)ner, Samuel Green, Thomas Melville and Israel Chapman. The 
Kipal front is ornamented with a portico of four Doric columns, sc^en- 
feet in height, and projecting nine feet from the walls of the building. 

Henry Collins was a merchant of Newport, distinguislied for his wealth, lib«rality and taste, 
npioyed Smibert, who came out with Dean Berkeley, to take the portraits of Callender, 
Hitchcock, and Berkeley. Smibert was an ezoellent artist, and had been previ^ufily 
tized, while at Florence, by the Grand Duke of Tuscany. The portrait of Henry Collins^ 
by Smibert, is supposed to be in the possession of some branch of the Pla^ family; but the 
ietors of the libmry hare not, aa yet, oeen enabled to obtain it/* 
Harrison was architect of the beautiful little Episcopal church in Cambridge." 

Mis. 
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The edifice consists of a main building, and two small wings* on ( 
side, ranging in a line parallel with the west end of the building. ' 
witjg^ furnish two rooms, of about twelve feet square. The principj 
brary room, occupying the whole of the main building, id thirty-sc 
feet long, twenty six feet broad, and nineteen feet in height. The ed 
is lighted by seven whole windows and three attic windows in the 
and west ends." 

w Wf ^F ^W ^F w W ^P 1 

^^ The library building, on the outside, is worked in imitation of ruj 
and is adorned by the ornaments appropriate to the Doric order, ' 
whole building is supported by a substantial foundation, raised sev 
feet from the ground. 

'* The first meeting of the Redwood Library Company, after thei] 
corporation, was held in the Council Chamber, in Newport, on the 
Wednesday of September, 1747." 

fly Af w Af w Wf ^P tIt ? 

^^ At a meeting of the company in the Council Chamber^- on the 4t' 
July, 1748, the directors presented a catalogue of the books which t 
proposed to purchase in London. The liberal share given in this c 
logue to the ancient classics, evinced a disposition to provide for 
scj()lar the objects of his favorite study. Li these times of custon 
appeal to direct utility, we fear a less liberal expenditure would b< 
lowed for the gratification of classical taste. Tliis catalogue, with 
Redwood's bills of exchange, was sent immediately to Mr. John Th 
linson, esq., of London, who appears to have satisfactorily executed 
commission of the society. He was elected an honorary membei 
1749." 

W W W W W ^F ^ w * 

^^ In 1750 a tax of twelve hundred pounds was assessed on the m 
bers of the company, to defray the expense of completing the buildinj 

t^^ In 1755 the Rev. Ezra Stiles was admitted an lionorary membt 
e society. His distinction as a scholar and theologian, connected '\ 
his exertions in behalf of the library, justifies some allusion to his c 
acter, in an historical sketch of the institution. The Redwood lihr 
at the time of his settlement in Newport, contained about 1,500 vohi 
of standard books. The classical and theological departments were 
most valuable, and constituted the principal attraction, which determi 
Dr. Stiles to fix his residence in Newport. He remained in New 
twenty years, and during the greater portion of the time officiated a 
brarian of the company. Havmg constant access to this valuable co! 
tion of books, he drew from it, by assiduous study, his great and var 
learning. He held an extensive correspondence with European schol 
and Aya principal object of that correspondence was to illustrate and 
feet those researches and investigations in philosophy, history, antiqu 
and physical science, to which his mind had been prompted by the p 
sal of books which he found on our shelves. His zeal for the diflTu 
of knowledge led him to solicit for the library valuable works from 
ropean authors. Many of these works, obtained through his instmin 

ality, are still preserved in the library. The copy of'Montanus' Hel 

__ __ . ___ ■ fc 

* Theae wings wete not in ihe original design. They deface rather than adorn th« €difi< 
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5 and Dictionary, now belonging to the library, enabled him to per- 
ils knowledge of the Hebrew language; and a folio copy of Homer 
bears the marks of his profound study, in the form of Greek annota- 
i, in his own handwriting. He was one of the most eloquent advo- 
i of liberty ifi the colonies, before the Revolution. The late Dr. 
iningsays of him: ^To the influence of this distinguishec} man, in 
:ircle in wliich I was brought up, I may owe in part the indignation 
h I feel towards every invasion of human rights. In my earliest 
I I regarded no human being with equal revpreiice.' His rare learn- 
eloquence, and goodness, uniformly sup|x>rted by tradition, have re- 
jd, of late, the attestation of great names. The eloquent eulogy 
ouncedupon this gifted and extraordinary man, by Chancellor Kent, 
preserve for many generations the memory of his- attainments, genius 
virtue. 

In 1770 the proprietors, to evince their grateful sense of Mr. Red- 
i's exertions for the advancement of the institution, requested him to 
•r his picture, the expense of which was to be defrayed from the 
pany's treasury. After repeated solicitations, in 1773 Mr. Redwood 
his consent, agreeably to the wishes of the company. David Cheese- 
ugh, Thomas Vernon, and John Bours, esqs., were appointed a com- 
se to carry the vote of the society into execution. This painting wjmj 
ably executed, but it is doubtful whether it was ever placed m xM 
ry. The beautiful portrait which at the present time adorns the 
s of the library room was copied by Charles B. King, esq., from an 
nal portrait of Mr. Redwood, and was generously presented by him 
e society, in 1817. 

No meetings of the Library Company were held from 1778 to 1785. 
ng the Revolution, the town of Newport was occupied by various 
es. The disastrous state of the town compelled many of the best 
ens* to leave their homes, and to seek shelter for themselves and 
lies in the more secure retreats of the country. The tumults of war 
revolution interrupted the peaceful pursuits of literature, and exerted 
illing influence on the growth of knowledge, and the prosperity of 
tutions like that which forms the subject of our sketch. During the 
the library building is said to have been defaced, and many of the 
s carried oflT. To the honor of Gen. Prescott, it is said that on be- 
nformed of the exposed state of the library, he stationed a military 
d to protect it from further injury and depredation. 
At a meeting of the company, held at Mr. Townsend's hotel, on 
4th of October, 1785 — it being the first meeting after the conclusion 
le war of the Revolution — the following gentlemen were chosen 
srs of the institution: Hon. Abraham BLedwood, Stephen Ayrault, 
iam Vernon, John Malbone, Jonathan Easton, Nicholas P. Tilling- 
, Jacob Richardson, and Robert Stevens, Directors; William Chan- 
, Secretary; Christopher EUery, LibraiHan; Stephen Ayrault, 
isurer. Several important objects engaged the attention of the society : 
dncipal were the remission of the annual tax from 1778 to 1785, the 
r of the library edifice, the recovery of missing books, and the fonna- 
)f a catalogue of the library. William Vernon, Henry Marchant, and 
am Channing, esqs., were appointed to apply to the honorable General 

^r. Redwood resided, during the revoluuonary war, oa hid farm in Mendon, Mobs." 
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Assembly, at their next session, for a renewal' of the charter of the c 
pany, with alterations and amendments. 

^< The society experienced a great misfortune in the death of Mr. 1 
wood, the founder of the library, March 6, 1788. Beneficent ob; 
seemed to have occupied the mind of Mr. Redwood, as will appear l 
the following obituary notice, taken from the Newport Herald, March 
1788: ^Last Saturday morning died the Hon. Abraliam Redwood, ir 
79th year of his age. He was blessed with an ample fortune and a lil 
spirit, which prompted him to encourage useful learning and relieve 
distresses of mankind. He founded the library in this town. He 
scribed largely to a college to be built in this State, on condition th 
should be established in the county of Newport. He subscribed J 
sterling towards a university proposed to be erected in this town; 
he offered the same sum to the Society of Friends, of which he \i 
member, to endow a school in this place for the instruction of Frie 
children. His less public acts of generosity will be gratefully ran 
bered by those on whom they were conferred j and the poor will n 
forget that Abraham Redwood was their constant friend and bencfa(; 
It IS understood that Mr. Redwood removed to Newport from.Ariti 
where he possessed large and valuable estates. 

^' After his death, the public interest in the prosperity of the institi 

ems to have declined. A period of great success in the commer 
the town was allowed to pass away without bringitig now resource 
the accomplishment of the objects of the institution. In fact, its 
existence, at one time, depended on the resolution and efforts of a fe\ 
dividuals. The late Dr. Ohanning, in a discourse delivered in Nev 
in 1836, alludes to the neglected condition of the library at this pe; 
during which he pursued his studies in this town. He says: <I ha 
professor or teacher to guide me, but I had two noble plswes of st 
One was yonder beautiful edifice, now so frequented and so useful 
public library; then so deserted, that I spent day after day, and somet 
week after week, amidst its dusty volumes, without interruption fr 
single visitor.' 

" The public attention was not directed to the importance of the i 
tution till the year 1810, when the society received an accession of i 
and ability by the admission of a large number of new proprietors. 
March, 1810, James Ogilvie, esq., visited the town, and cfelivcred se 
lectures on the advantages of public libraries, which contributed e« 
tially to awaken the public to the claims of the Redwood Library on 
generosity and support. He made the society a liberal donation of s 
and valuable books. From 1810 to the present time, a very respec 
interest has been maintained in the institution, and the funds plac< 
the disposal of the society have been judiciously nianaged in accomf 
ing the plans of its founJers.'^ 

^' The exertions of the late Robert Johnston, esq., in behalf of the i 
tution, demand honorable mention. By his solicitation, some of tho 
rare and valuable works in the library were obtained from different 
viduals in Newport and its neighborhood. In 1834 he made great ei 
to enrich the library with the public records of England. He succe 
in obtaining eighty- four volumes, (seventy-two large folios and tv 
octavos) from the r^ords Commissioners and liOrd Lyiidhurst, in c< 
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«ience of his application lo them; through the medium of his friend and 
|ent; Thomas Bland, esq., of London. These volumes, containing the 
ppst valuable materials of English history, were understood to be ob- 
^ned as a present from the King of Great Britain, on the application of 
jord Lyndhurst. As such they will be perpetually preserved in the Rcd- 
pood Library. 

I *^ In 1813 Solomon Southwick, esq. , of Albany, gave to the library one 
iindred and twenty acres of land, in the State of New York, for the pur- 
jse of advancing the institution, and thereby perpetuating the memory 
*Henry, Collins, esq,, one of its principal founders. 
." In 1834 Abraham Redwood, esq., of Dorset Place, Marylebone, Eng- 
nd, being desirous of promoting an institution founded by his honored 
"andfather, gave to the company the homestead estate, situated in New- 
^rt, which he inherited from his father, Jonas Redwood, esq. 
I "In 1837, Baron Hottinguer, a distinguished banker of Paris, who was 
nected by marriage with the Redwood family, presented to the com- 
y onQ thousand francs, for the restoration of the building. 
" In 1840, the Hon. Christopher G. Champlin bequeathed to the com- 
Tiy ^ne hundred dollars and some valuable books. 
The proprietors are also indebted to the Hon. William C. Gibbs, for his 
rality in permitting a free access to a valuable collection of books, at 
eiit deposited by hifti in the library. 
"The library room is adorned by several paintings and busts. The 
autiful bust of John Marshall was presented in 1^9, by Augustus E, 
llimari, esq., of JNew York. The acknowledgments of tlie company 
due to Charles B. King, esq., of Washington, for his numerous and 
uable donations ; among which are the portrait ef Columbus and that 
Abraham Redwood, the founder of the library." 
The Mechanics^ Library — 1,100 vols. — The Newport Association of 
hanics and Manufacturers was incorporated in 1792. The library was 
nded in 1828. The average expenditure for books during the last ten 
ars has been about $50 per annum; the average increase of the library 
m 30 to 60 volumes. As the society has rapidly increased of late, the 
ry will hereafter be an object of special attention. There is a fund of 
,200 belonging to the association, the income of which is appUed to 
ious other objects besides the library, which is principally supported 
a tax on the members. It is contemplated to erect, so soon as circum- 
ces will allow, a building for public lectures and the library. There 
jl printed catalogue, but it is very incomplete. Another will be published 
the course of the next year. The library is open every Wednesday 
Saturday evening from 6 till 9 o'clock. All members of the associa- 
U, and the apprentices of members who have written orders from their 
ployers,are all(»wed to take out books. About 1,500 volumes are thus 
^nt each year. W. Nichols, secretary. 

, PROVIDENCE. 

Brown University tAhrories — 31,600 vols — Brown University was in- 
Nrporated in the year 1764. It was originally established in the town of 
Rarren, where, in the year 1769, the first commencement was celebrated. 
• was subsequently removed to P/ovidence, where the first college edi- 
Ce (University Hall) was erected, in the year 1770. 
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At the period of its removal to Providence, tfie rollegc appears U 
been destitute of a library, or at least of any collection of books a^ 
of the wame. To supply, as far as possible, this deficiency, the Provi 
liibrary Company (now merged in the Providence Athena3um) ter 
the frre use of its books to the officers and students of the colk 
privilege which Avas continued several years. 

The books first obtained for the hbrary Avere probably procui 
England, through the agency of the Rev. Morgan EdAvards,. In th 
1768 Mr. EdAvards, then in England, Av^as authorized by tlie corpo 
^^ to purchase such books as he shall think necessary at this tim 
exceeding 20 pounds A-alue." This is the only appropriation, small a 
which is recorded pre\iously to 1784 ! It is probable, hoAvever, th 
EdAvards and the other agents of the college, while soliciting mom 
ceived many presents in books; for, in 1776 the college was in poss 
of a library, Avhich, at the commencement of hostilities in that yea 
removed to the country for safe keeping. 

The college AA'-as disbanded December 6, 1776, immediately aft 
British troops took possession of NeAvport. From December 7, 17 
June, 1782, the college building (now University Halljw^as occupiei 
as a barrack for the American militia, and afterwards as a hospital ] 
French army, conmianded by Count Rochambeau. On the reti 
peace the college edifice Avas purified and refitted, the library was bi 
back, and the business of instniction resumed. 

In a letter concerning the early history of the library, the Hon. 
Robbins writes: '^At the reorganization of the college, in the autu 
1782, I Avas appointed to the office of tutor, and took charge of the 1 
as librarian. It was then kept in the east chamber on the second f 
the central building; the volumes it contained Avere quite limited in 
bcr — these mostly the primary editions of the w^orks in folio and q 
The precise number I am not able to recollect; my impression is 
did not exceed two or three hundred. Of the previous history < 
library I have no certain knowledge; I believe, however, it Avas ac( 
by purchase, throush the agency of the Rev. Morgan Edwards, an 
it was imported, after the removal of the college from Warren ai 
erection of the college edifice in Providence. 

'*An addition was made to the library soon after my connexion w 
At a meeting of the cori)oration, it Avas proposed by Mr. John Brc 
raise a fund, by subscription, for the purchase of books. To enc( 
a liberal subscription he told the corporation to subscribe what they^ 
and to procure Avhat they could by subscription elsewhere, and that 
ever the amount was, he Avould subscribe an equal sum. He did so 
besides, made good the subscriptions of those Avho failed to pay up 
I Ava? employed to make out the invoice of the books to be purchase 
der the advisement of President Manning, and also, I think, i 
chancellor. Governor Hopkins, Avho, by the-by, was a very compete 
viser on this subject, being deeply versed in English literature, a: 
excellent judge of its various merits. The importation \\'as in the « 
of that year (1783) made by Mr. JN'icholas BroAvn [brother of Mr, 
Brown]." 

In the year 1784 a A^aluablc donation, containing the Avorks of s 
of the Fathers of the churchy was received from the Bristol Edu 
Society in England. 
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In the same year (17S4) the corporation appropriated the sum of c;^350 
for the purchase of l)ooks. 

In tlie succeeding year, Granville Sharp, esq., presented several of his 
own publications, with a set of the works of liis grandfather, Dr. John 
Sharp, Archbishop of York. He subsequently sent other valuable pres- 
ents to the library. In 1787, the thanks of the corporation were present- 
ed to Mr. John Francis (son-in-law of John Brown and father of J. B. 
Francis J late Governor of Rhode Island) for a valuable donation of books. 

lu the year 1792 Nicholas Brown, then a recent graduate of the insti- 
tution, and a young and enterprising merchant, commenced his benefac- 
tions towards the college by the gift of a law librarj', containing about 
three hundred and fifty volumes of valuable books, wliich he had im- 
ported from England for that purpt^se. 

The Rev. Isaac Backus, of Middleborough, Mass., author of the Church 
History of t\ew England, who died in 1S06, in the 83d year of his age 
and the GOth of his ministry, bequeathed to the college a part of his library. 
The extent or value of this bequest it is now impossible to determine, as 
no record was made of it at the time. Among the books thus presented, 
however, there is one which deserves particular mention. It is a copy of 
Roger Williams's ^^ Bloody Tenent yet more Bloody," being the copy 
originally presented by Williams to his friend and fellow-laborer. Dr. 
John Clarke, On a blank leaf it contains the following words in Roger 
Williams's handwriting: ^^For his honored and beloved Mr. John Clarke, 
aa eminent Witnes of Christ Jesus, ag'st ye bloodie Doctrine of perse- 
cution, etc " 

In 1815 ]Mr. Nicholas Brown gave five hundred dollars for the pur- 
chase of books, and Mrs. Hojie Ives presented a copy of Dobson's edition 
of the Encj'^clopaedia Britannica. 

The next, and the most valuable of all the donations to the librarv which 
wc have to record, is the legacy of the Rev. William Richards. LL.D., 
of Lynn, England. Mr. Richards was a native of South Wales. He 
was many years pastor of the Baptist church at Lynn, where he died in 
the year iSlS, in the GOth year or his age. 

Mr. Richards seems to have been a man of considerable learning, par- 
ticularly in English and Welsh histi^ry, and in the Welsh language and 
literature. His writings are historical, political, and controversial. His 
most important work is the History of Lynn, in 2 vols. 8vo. Dr. Evans 
says of it: '^ It is not only well written, the stj'le perspicuous and manly, 
but it is replete w'ith information as well as entertainment.'' His Review 
of Noble's Memoirs of the Protectoral House of Cromwell is character- 
ised by Lowndes as "severe, but at the same time just." "His diction- 
ary of Welsh and English," says Dr. Evans, "a work of minute and 
wearisome labor, is in high repute." 5L*. Richards was of the General 
£aptiM denomination, and a strong advocate of religious liberty. It was 
ris love of the liberal character of this institution which induced him to 
btstow upon it his library, as appears from the following passage in his 
Memoirs: "Mr. Richards had corresponded with Dr. James Planning, 
once President of the Baptist College in Rhode I^iland. From this gentle- 
man he learned the liberal constitution of that respectable seminary, and 
for some years previous to his -death meant to bequeath to it his library. 
He accordingly made inquiry of Dr. Rogers [of Philadelphia] whetlier 
it was still conducted on the same liberal tooting, in which case he should 
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cherish the srimc jGfonorous intentions towards it/' This inquiry wai 
answered by Dr. jMessor, then President of the college, in a letter fipom 
which it may be well to extract the lollowing passage: "Though the 
charter requires tfiat the President sliall f«)rcver be a Baptist, it allowi 
neither him, in his official character, nor any other oiFicer of instrnction, 
to inculcate any sectarian doctrine; it forbids all religious tests; and it re- 
quires that all denominations of Christians, behaving alike, shall be 
treated alike. This charter is congem'nl with the whole of the civil gov. 
ernment established here by. the venerable Rocer Williams, who allowed 
no religious tests, and no pre-eminence of one denomination over another; 
and none has ever been allowed unto this day. This charter is also coH' 
genial with the present spirit of this State and of this town." 

Gratified with this letter, Mr. Richards beqeathed his library, consist* 
ing of about thirteen hundred volumes, to Brown University. It is i 
singular fact, that his will was made on the very day on which the honor* 
ary degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred upon him by this college. 
Mr. Richards had received no intimation that the honor was intended for 
him, nor did he live to hear that it had been bestowed. 

The library which he bequeathed to the college is, in many respects, 
valuable. It contains a considerable number of Welsh books, a large 
collection of valuable works, illustrating the history and antiauities of 
England and Wales; besides two or three hundred bound volunies of 
pamphlets, some of them very ancient, rare, and curious. 

For the next valuable accession to the library — designated as "the sub- 
scription of 1825"— the college is indebted to the efforts of Mr. Horatio 
Gates Ilowen, who was librarian of the institution from 1824 to 1841* 
At his request several of the friends of the college subscribed eight hutt* 
dred and forty dollars, which sum wasexi)ended in the purchase of books. 

Between 1823 — 5, fifty- four volumes of valuable scientific works, ia* 
eluding Cloquet's Anatomic, Lamarck's and De Candolle's Flore Fran- 
jaise, Cuvier's Regno Animal and Wilkins's Vitruvius, were presented by 
Mr. John Carter Brown and Mr. Robert Hale Ives. Often, since that 
time, the names of these gentlemen and of Mr. Moses B. Ives appear 
among the benefactors of the library. 

About the year 1823, a splendid donation, consisting of one hundred 
and three volumes, comprising the best editions, mostly in quarto, of the 
works of the celebrated French mathematicians, Euler, Lacroix, Lagrange, 
La Place, etc., besides many valuable theological works, was made oy 
the Rev. I'homas Carlile. 

In 182G Messrs. Brown & Ives presented, through Dr Homer, fifty 
volumes of rare and expensive theological works. In the sanje year do- 
nations were received from the Hon. William Hunter, LL. D., and from 
Usher Parsons, M. D. 

On the return of Prof. Elton from Europe, in 1827, donations were 
received, through him, from several distinguished gentlemen in Europe— 
in all, two hundred and eighty-three volumes; besides eighty five volumes 
of classical and miscellaneous works {airchased by him at the order of 
Messrs. Brown & Ives. 

The hbraries of the Philophysiau and Franklin Societies, composed 
of undergraduates, when these societies tecame extinct, were, by pro- 
visions of their constitutions, incorporated with the College Library. 
They together contained three or four hundred volumes. 
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The government of Great Britain presented, in 1835, one hundred and 
ten volumes of the publications of the Record Commission. 

In 1838 Mrs. Elizabeth H. Bartol, wife of the Rev. Cyrus A. Bartol of 
Boston, and Mrs. Hepsy S. Wayland, wife of President Wayland, pre- 
sented three himdred and fifty six volumes of standard works in French 
and Italian literature. 

The Rev. Jonathan Homer, D. D., of Newton, Massachusetts, at 
various times, made valuable donations of rare and costly theological 
books, including some valuable editions of the Bible. Many of these 
donations contain. copious and useful manuscript annotations by the learned 
donor. 

Among the additions to the library, a collection of fifty volumes of 
Ordination Sermons, presented by the Hon. Theron Metcalf, of Boston, 
a graduate of the college in the class of 1805, deserves particular notice. 
These volumes contain more than a thousand discourses preached at ordi- 
nations, installations, and inaugurations in the United States, and mostly 
in New England. This is without doubt the largest collection of the 
kind which has ever been made, and is of obvious importance as con- 
nected with the ecclesiastical history of the country. 

The library fund next claims our attention. '^At a meeting of the 
standing committee of the corporation of Brown University, held Jan- 
uary 10, 1831, it was unanimously resolved — 

^^ 1. That immediate measures be taken to raise, by subscription, the 
sum of twenty -Jioe thousand dollars, to be appropriated to the purchase of 
books for the library, and apparatus for the philosophical and chemical 
departments of Brown University. 

^^ 2. Resolved, That the chairman and Thomas P. Ives be a committee 
to carry the foregoing resolution into effect. 

<^F. WAYLAND, 

^^CftairTTUzn.^^ 

Soon afterwards, a meeting of the friends of the institution was called 
for the purpose of seconding this effort. At this meeting the wants of 
the library and the importance of supplying them were pres^^nted and 
urged. Previously to this, however, the Hon. Nicholas Brown had, 
with his wonted munificence, subscribed ten thousand dollars towards 
the fund. The subscription was opened, with the following conditions: 

1. " The whole amount shall be invested in a permanent fund, of which 
the interest shall be, from time to time, appropriated exclusively to the 
objects stated in the resolution. 

2. ^^ The selection of books and apparatus shall be made by joint com- 
mittee of the corporation and government of the university. 

3. " One- third of the amount subscribed shall become due on the 1st 
day of October, 1832, another third on the 1st day of October, 1833, and 
the remainder on the 1st day of October, 1834. 

4. '^ A copy of the subscribers' names, and of the sums subscribed by 
each, shall be deposited in the library, and another among the archives of 
the university." - 

The sum thus obtained, amounting to $19,437 50, was placed at in- 
terest until it had accumulated to twenty-five Ihousaiid dollars, and was 
then invested in a permanent fund, according to the provisions of the 
subscription, as above specified. The first dividend became due in July^ 
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1839. Since tliat time the proceeds have been regularly appropriated ac- 
cording to the design of the donors. 

The room appropriated to the library, at the time when the library fund 
was raise'd, *^ was an apartment in University Hall, crowded to excess, 
unsightly and wholly unsuited for the purpose to which, from necessity, 
it was devoted." To remedy this defect, the Hon. Nicholas Brown 
erected, at his own expense, a beautiful edifice for a library and chapel; 
to which, in testimony of veneration for his former instructor, he gave 
the name of Manning Hall. This building was dedicated in 1835. 

Soon after the removal of the library to the new building it was newly- 
arranged, and in 1843 a full catalogue of its contents printed. This cat- 
alogue was favorably noticed in the North American Review, and in 
other leading periodicals, and drew special attention to this important 
department of the institution. 

Soon afterwards a chair of modern languages was established at the 
college; and the professor elect was encouraged to visit Europe, partly for 
the purpose of professional study, and partly to enable the friends of the 
college to cany out more effectually their wishes for the increase of the 
library. This agent was authorized by Mr. John Carter Brown to select 
and purchase, at his expense, such books in the French, German, and 
Italian languages, to the value of about $;2,700, as he might think most 
useful for the college. The selection was made, both of works and of 
editions, withotit regard to cost; but the books were purchased with the 
closest reference to economy. For about $2,600 dollars the number of 
volumes of bound books purchased was 2,921 — viz: 121 folios, 392 quar- 
tos, 1,627 octavos, and 781 duodecimos, besides 74 valuable maps and en- 
gravings. These books were all well bound, most of them newly and 
elegantly, in half calf, plain gilt. The average price per volume, inclu- 
ding binding and all other expenses, was about 89 cent^. This collec- 
tion includes a 5et of French, German and Italian classics, in the best and 
fullest library editions; the principal philosophical, scientific, and historical 
works of late contincintal scholars; a complete set of the ^'Monileur 
Universel,^* from its commencement to 1826 — a clean, beautiful, well 
boundcopy of the original edition, with the introduction, indexes, &c., in 
77 vols, folio; a set of the memoirs of the French Institute since its reor- 

fanization, — vols. 4to.; the collection of memoirs relative to the history of 
Vance, by Guizot and Petitot, 162 vols. 8vo.; a complete set of the 
Allgemeine Ijiteratur-Zeitung^ 134 vols. 4to.; and of the Allgemeine 
Deutshe Bibliothik, 139 vols. 8vo.; Jl Vaticanoy 8 vols, folio, elegantly 
illustrated; 11 CainpidogUo^ 2 vols, folio; the Musco Borhonico^ 13 vols. 
4to., the original Naples edition; the works of Canova and Thorwald- 
sen — the Musee Fravgais and Musee Royal, in 6 vols, folio; the De- 
scription de VEgyptCy (Janina's Achitecture, and many more illustrated 
works of great beauty and value, besides rare and costly maps and prints. 
These books were mostly purchased at auctions in Paris, Ronie, Leipsic, 
Frankfort on the Maine, and Berlin. Many were purchased at provincial 
sales. To supply the deficiencies of the library in standard English 
works, a subscription was opened among the friends of the college, amount- 
ing to about $5,000, and the same agent was" appointed to select and 
purchase the books. This collection was -received in the Hbrary in 
1845, and raised the whole number of volumes to nearly 20,000. 

The class- which graduated in 1821 held a meeting in Providence, 
a quarter of a century from the time of their graduation, at which a con- 
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siderable sum of money was subscribed for the benefit of the library, in 
loken of their grateful interest in the instituti(Hi at which they Avere edu- 
cated. The money thus obtained was placed in the hgnds of Dr. 
Thomas H. Webb, of Boston, who purchased, with excellent judgment, 
about five hundred volumes, mostljt from the library of the Hon. John 
Pickering. 

Tiie next year, 1847, the Rev. Samuel Osgood, then a clergyman in 
Providence, and now in New York, proposed to the several religious so- 
cieties of the city a subscription for the purpose of supplying the defi- 
ciencies of the library in this best editions of the Fathers of the church, and 
the standard theological writers of the Reformation. About $2,000 were 
raised, and a superb collection was purchased of the Benedictine editions 
of several of the Fathers; the Bibliotheca Maxima Veterum Patrum, 30 
vols, folio; Hardnin's Collectio Conciliorum, 12 vols, folio; besides the 
choicest and most elegant editions of many of the Fathers not edited by 
the Benedictines, and a large collection of works connected with patristic 
literature, and the history of the Reformation. 

The library committee had before this issued a circular, soliciting the 
donation of files of newspapers, important pamphlets, &c. In answer to 
this call a vast mass of pamphlets and papers were sent to the library/ 
From the whole about 6,000 were assorted and arranged, and they form 
now an invaluable collection. Brown University certainly deserves great 
credit for the care with which she has garnered and guarded these neg- 
lected but precious memorials of our earlier history. 

In 1793 the library contained 2,173 volumes; in 1826, 5,818 volumes; 
in 1843, 10,235; in January, 1849, 21,520, exclusive of pamphlets and 
of duplicates; in January, 1850, the number of volumes was about 
23,000. 

It has a large number of maps, charts, engravings, and elegantly illus- 
trated works. Since January, 1843, 11,300 volumes have been added to 
the library. During the last eight years about g;20,000, being the pro- 
ceeds of the library fund, and donations from individuals, have been ex- 
pended for the purchase of books. From the income of the fund about 
$1,200 per annum is appropriated to the purchase of books. The building 
.(called Manning Hall) is built of rubble stone, and is stuccoed. The 
library occupies the whole of the ground floor. Its dimensions are 64x38 
feet, height 13 feet. In the centre is a double row of fluted columns, 
from which the shelves extend to the walls, forming twelve alcoves. The 
books are, so far as convenient, arranged on the shelves according to sub- 
jects. The first catalogue was printed in 1793; the second in 1826; and 
the third and last in 1843^, [560 pp 8vo.] This catalogue is alphabetical, 
according to the authors' names, and has a copious alphabetical and ana- 
lytical index of subjects. A supplement, nearly as large as the original 
volume, and on the same plan, is now in preparation. The library is open, 
during term time, daily from 10 a. m. till 2 p. m.; duri»g vacations, 
I weekly, on Saturdays, from 12 to 1. The members of the coTpi->ralion ; 
the president, professors, tutors, and register; all resident graduates; all 
the donors to the library fund; all donors to the fund for building Rhode 
Island Hall; and all donors to the library to the amount of ^40, residing 
in the city of Providence, are entitled to the use of the library without 
charge. Undergraduates are entitled to the use of the library, and are 
charged therefor one dollar per term. During the year 1 848, from January 
7 to December 5, 4,069 volumes were taken out. The number of 
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books taken out increases every year. The privilege of consulting the 
library is extended, with such restrictions as the Hbrary committee may 
from time to time prescribe, to all graduates of the University; to all settled 
clergymen, of every denomination, residing in the city of Providence and 
its vicinity; and to all other pcrsojns On whom, for the jmrp^se of advancing 
the arts, science or literature, the corporation or library committee may 
confer it. Books are occasionally lent to persons at a distance, by special 
permission of the library committee or the corporation. 

The present librarian is Reuben A. Guild, A. M. 

There are two literary societies of students connected with the Uni- 
versity — the Philormenian Society, founded in 1794, and the Uni.ted 
Brothers Society, founded in 180G. Each has a library of about 3,600 
volumes. They have issued elegant and well prepared catalogues. To 
the beautiful catalogue of the Philermenian Society, published in January, 
1849, is prefixed ahistory of the society, by Mr. B. F. Thurston. 

The Athcnaiurn Library — 15.204 vols. — The Athenanum was incorpo- 
rated by act of the General Assembly of Rhode Island, January, 1836. It 
was formed by the union of the Providence Library (founded in 1753) and 
-of the Athenaeum, (founded in 1831.) The library contained, in Sep- 
tember, 1849, 15,204 volumes. The yearly average increase for the last 
ten years has been 800 volumes; the average annual expenditure for 
books, $1,200. There is a fund of five thousand dollars for the increase 
of the library, yielding $XU 50 per annum. This fund will soon be in- 
creased to eleven thousand dollars. 

A granite building was erected in 1838 for the use of the Athenajum, at 
an expense of nearly $15,000. Tlie following description of the edifice 
is taken from the third report of the directors: 

" Principal story. — The floor ^of tfie principal story is about fifteen 
fret from the sidewalk in front of tlie building; this distance is divided by 
side steps at each end of the bank in front; steps in the centre of the . 
front of the building, six feet high, approached over a gravel walk on the 
top of the bank, eonduct to the front entry, which is eight feet wide by 
thirteen feet long. There are two rooms on each side of the entry, 
communicating with it, thirteen by eighteen feet each — one intended for a 
reading-room for periodical publications; the other for directors' meetings> 
committees, &c. 

** The library, or principal room, is entered through the front entry, or 
through either of the rooms just mentioned. It is thirty two feet long by 
forty-three feet wide on the floor, and about forty-four long by forty-three 
wide, from within about seven feet below and ufi to the ceiling; this differ- 




room is eighteen feet high. There is also another room eighteen feet high, 
in the rear of the library room, ent<*red through it, the dimensions of 
which are twenty by forty-three feet." • 

A catalogue was printed in 1837, of 110 pages Svo.; and a supplement 
of 108 pages 8vo. in 1839. Another is nearly ready for the press. 

'i'he library is open every day, Sunday excepted, from the first of April 
till the 1st of October, from 9 a. m. till sunset; from October to April, from 
10 a. m. till 9 p. m. 

Persons entitled to the use of the books are owners of shares ; the 
price of a share is $15, subject to an annual tax of $5. 
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Every shareholder has the right of taking out two books at a time. 
There are more than 500 .share's, nearly all of which are used. It ia im- 
possible to say how many consnlt the library annnally. The number, 
however, is very large. According to Eurticle lOth of the library regulations, 
the board of directors may authorize personj not connected with the in- 
stitution to make use of the library. Thomas Hale Williams, librarian. 

'* This is a very well selected library, embracing the most important 
works in all those departments of English literature which are adapted to 
the general wants and tastes of an enlightened community.'* It may 
perhaps be considered the best English libmry of its size in the country. 
The department of periodicals receives particular attention. Fifty nine re- 
views, literary and scientific journals, and newspapers, are regularly taken, 
and are read *^with fresh and ever increasing eagerness." With one ex-" 
ceptiou, they are all in the EngUsh language. Great care has been exer- 
cised to procure all the back numbers, so that the series are generally 
complete, with all the indexes, &c. 

This institution has been justly pronounced ^^a model for all similar es- 
tablishments." [Bibliotheca Sacra, January, 1S50.] We understand that 
Mr. Alexander Duncan has recently presented to the institution the sum 
of ten thousand dollars, in compliance with the wish of his uncle, the 
late Cyrus Butler, whose estate descended to Mr, Duncan. 

Library of the Meclianics^ Association — 3,300 vols, — A catalogue of 
this library was printed in 1821, in i2mo. 

The R/iode Island Historical Society — 2,500 vols, — This society was 
founded on the I9th of April, 1822, and incorporated by the General 
Assembly the June following. The society has published several volumes 
of '^Collections," It has been faithful and active in collecting the ma- 
terials for the history of the State, and preserving them for future use. 
"After the decease of the Hon. Theodore Foster, the society purchased 
of his representatives the collections which he had been engaged in 
making during a long life devoted to historical research. They have pro- 
cured copies to be made of all orders and papers in the office of the secre- 
tary of State in Massachusetts, relating to this State. The papi^rs col- 
lected by the Rev. Isaac Backus, author of the History of the Baptists, 
are deposited in the cabinet, as are also tlie letter-book and correspondence 
of Ezek Hopkins, the only individual who ever received a commission as 
admiral in the navy of the United States." The society has taken great 
pains to complete its files of newspai)ers printed in the State. Most of 
them, including the Providence Gazette, are nearly perfect. 

Soon after its incorporation the State gave the society $500. The 
heirs of the late Nathan Waterman presented a lot of land for a building. 
In 1843 the society had accumulated a fund of $4,000 for an edifice. 
About $2,000 more were then raised by subscription, and in 1844 a stone 
building was erected on Waterman street, facing the College square, to 
wliich the collections of the society were removed, and in which its meet- 
ings have since been held. The library contains about 2,500 volumes, 
mostly historical. [See account of the Rhode Island Historical Society, 
by W. R. Staples. — American Quarterly Register , A/ay , 1 839, pp. 362-8.] 

Friends^ Boardbig School Libraries — 1,500 vols, — ^The library of this 
well- endowed institution consists of three parts, of which the principal 
contains about 1,000 volumes, irregularly arranged in a room in the cen- 
tral building. It embraces a general collection of English, scientific, and 
literary werks^ (aovels excepted,) mostly the bequests of the late Moses 
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Brown and his son Obadiah Brown — being their private libraries. No 
special appropriation lias been made for a regular increase of the library; 
consequently it is falling behind the modern improvements in science. 
Some small additions of late works are, however, made every year. 

Two other collections of b(X)ks, of rather a juvenile character, are kept 
in eacl\ wing, m,ore particularly for the use of the pupils. These contain 
about 250 volumes each — making the aggregate of what are termed the 
library books, about 1,500 volumes. This number does not include the 
books of reading and study used by the pupils in their daily exercises, for 
which purpose about GOO volumes are in use. These are the property of 
the institution; some are furnished gratuitously, and a part are lent to the 
students for a compensation. There is no printed catalogue of the library. 
All the pupils are entitled to the use of the books in the juvenile depart- 
ments, ana to those of the central library at the discretion of the librarian. 
The officers use the central library at their pleasure. 

The fVan/din Society^ Providencey Rhode Islandy founded in 1823, 
has a library of 500 volumes, slowly increasing. Every member of the 
society has a key to the library room, and may use the books when he 
pleases. 

PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES — 19,637 VOLS. 

Within the last iour years, under the exertions of Mr. Henry Barnard, 
the enlightened and energetic commissioner of public schools, public li- 
braries have been established in every town in the State, with the excep- 
tion of Johnston, Bristol, and East and West Greenwich. These libraries 
are composed of well-selected books, and are accessible to the whole pop- 
ulation. The money for purchasing them was mostly subscribed by 
public-spirited individuals. 

1 am indebted to Mr. Barnard for the following list of these libraries, 
with the number of volumes which they contain. 

'^ Portsmouth — school district No. 1 — 650 vols. — This was the first libra- 
ry establflshed in the State, as a part of the recent movement to improve 
the means of popular education. It owes its origin mainly to the liberal do- 
nation of $100 by Miss Sarah Gibbs, a resident in the district. 

North Providence— four districts — aggregate, 1,200 vols. 

Cumberland Hill— 500 vols. 

Smithfield — Bernon village, 

^^ Lonsdale A.thena3um — 1,000 

'' Slatersville— 800 

^^ Hamlet village, 

'' Globe, 

" The library at Lonsdale was purchased by the commissioner, at an ex- 
pense of about $550, which was paid by the Lonsdale Company. The 
books are lent out to the inhabitants, old and young, of the village, at 
a small charge of one cent per volume. More than seventy dollars were 
realized the first year from the circulation of the books. 

^^ The library at Slatersville was purchased out of an appropriation of 
$600 made by Messrs. Slater, liockwood and Carter. 

^^ Burrillville — Pascoag Manton Library — 900 vols . — This library and the 
libraries in Glocestcr, Foster, Cranston, Hopkinton, Richmond, Charles- 
ton, Exeter, Little Compton, New Shoreham, Jamestown, and Barrington, 
owe tUeir existence mainly to the liberality of Amasa Manton, esq., iff 
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dence. By an aggregate expenditure of about $1,000, he has been 
imental in raising in tliese tow^ns double that amount, and has thus 
ed the establishment of ten Hbraries, with at least five thousand 
books. Who can estimate the blessings, individual and social^ 
h will flow directly and indirectly from the dissemination of .these 
s, and which will continue to flow yet more abundantly when the 
il donor has himself passed from the earth, and another generation 
isen up to have access to these libraries? 

jster — Manton Library - ... - 800 vols. 

jr — Manton Library - - - - - J , 000 " 

ate — Aborn North School Library ... 50() << 

ston— School Library - - - - - 40® <^ 

letown— School Library - - - - 300 ^^ 

f Compton — Manton Library ... - 600 ^^ 

" Social Library - - - . 500 ^^ 

Shoreham - - - - - - 400 " 

stown Library -..--- 700 ^^ 

^ Manton Library --*... 400 « 

ntry — Washington village . - . - 400 '^ 

m's Hill Library 400 ^^ 

The" library first named was given to the district by subscribers resi- 
thereof. The Bowen's Hill library owes it origin to a liberal con- 
ion from Mr. Tully Bowen, of Providence. 

rick — Ladies' Library --•-.. 500 vols. 
'' Old Warwick Library - - - - 250 ^^ 

erly— Pawcatuck Library * - - - - 2, 000 ^^ 

iriton and Richmond — Manton Union Library - 800 ^^ 

3r — Manton Library ----- 662 ^* 
lestown — Manton Libniry - - - . - 500 '^ 

vouth Kingston. — Besides a small library (200 vols.) at Kingston, there 
itinerating library consisting of about 400 volumes, which aredivided 
bur cases, each case containing about 100 books, and these cases 
in succession through the several villages in the town. 

en Lyceum --.--. 500 vols 
ngton— District No. 2 - - - - - 500 " 

rton — Globe district - - - - -150" 

• 

lost of the libraries recently established are open to all persons resident 
3 town, who will pay one cent a week for the use of a volume, and 
ly with the regulations which may have been aaopted for the pre- 
tion of the books." 

. Barnard (in the " Report and Documents relating to the Public 
ols of Rhode Island for 1848," pages 425 seq.) has given a histori« 
od statistical account of the several libraries m the State, with a 
h of the organization and the history and by-laws of the Pawca- 
Library Association, as a favorable specimen of a public school 
y . He has also published the catalogue of this collection, in 94 
ly printed 8vo. pages. This library was selected by Mr. Barnard^ 
he catalogue, with some very judicious explanatory remarks and 
t hints on reading, was prepared by him. We extract the following 
[raphs descriptive of the catalogue, remarking^ that admirable jadg- 
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ment has been shown in the choice of books and in the means adopted for 
rendering them useful : 

" The first of the following catalogues is a catalogue of subjects. Its 
desiffn is not simply to give the titles of the books of the library, but to 
furnish an hidex to the subjects cofisidered in the books. To effect this, 
the various books in the library have been analyzed with considerable 
care, and the several subjects exhibited by them have been arranged un- 
der their proper hoads. The analysis has "been confined to distinct treat- 
ises and separate articles on subjects. The design of th6 analysis, it is 
thought, has been accomplished — viz: to make tlie catalogue so full that 
no one shall be obliged to remove a book from the shelves m order to learn 
its contents or subjects, and that those who use the Ubrary may make their 
selection of books directly from the catalogue. Thus the convenience of 

Eersons in their selection will be greatly promoted, and the injurious 
andling of the books be prevented. 

^^ In addition to the catalogue of subjects, a catalogue of authors is 
also given, in which the names of all the authors in the library ore placed 
alphabetically y and under each name all such works ot that author as be- 
long to the library. 

^< By the aid of these two catalogues any person, even those the least 
familiar with books, may very readily refer to any work or any subject 
which they may wish to examine. 

^^ In both catalogues the number of each book, as it stands on the 
library shelves, is carried out on the margin of the page against its title." 

CONNECTICUT. 

EAST WINDSOR. 

Library of the Theological Institute — 3,600 vols, — The books in this 
library (founded in 1833) are mostly theological. They are primarily for 
the use of the faculty and students of the institute. The library is open 
twice a week. The institute was founded in 1833 by the Congrega- 
tionalists. It was incorporated in 1834. 

HAUTFORD. 

Tlie Library of the Young Merits Institute — 10,000 vols, — This library 
contains about 10,000 volumes, increasing at the rate of about 600 
volumes per annum. 

An excellent catalogue, prepared on the same plan as that of the library 
of Brown University, was printed in 1844, containing 359 pages 8vo. 
A supplementary catalogue (in 32 pages 8vo.) was printed in 1847. 

l^he preface to the catalogue contains the following historical sketch of 
the institute: 

^^The Hartford Young Men's Institute owes its origin mainly to the 
interest awakened on the subject of lyccums and associations for mutual 
improvement by the lectures and discussions before the American Lyceum, 
at Its annual meeting held at Hartford, May, 1838. The importance of 
establishing an institution in which all the young men of the city might 
associate for purposes of moral and mental improvement, was discussed 
among individuals, and notice for a public meeting at Union Hall, on 
Friday evenings May 19; 1838^ was given in the newspapers of the city. 
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"A public meeting was nccnrdingfj'^hH'l, of which the IIoli. Thomas S. 
Williams was made chairman, and Wllliain James Hamersley secretaiy. 
On motion of Kra^tna Smith, and after remarks by ReV. T. H. Gal- 
latidct, General Johnson, Uev. Mr. Sprague, and Erastiis Smith, it was 
re^iolved, tftat the i/oun^ mm of HnrtfrtrH associate together for the pur- 
pose tff mutual impronemeut. The plan of an association was then dis- 
cussed, and its further coii^idoration yx>M[)oned to an adjourned meeting 
to be hvid on Monday ev**nine, Jime 4. On that evening the meeting 
was orr^anized by appointing Henry H.'irnard, 2d, chairman, and ICras- 
Ins Collins secretary. The articles of association, nnder the name of the 
* Hartford Young Men's Insiitute/ were then discussed and adopted/' 

On the 5tli of June the association whs organized by the appointment 
of officers. 

**TI e officcnrs of the instiuitc immediately issued a circular, [setting 
forth the impr^riance of such an institution, and apfiealing to the piibhc 
for snpport,] and on the evening of the 4th of July the pre.-^ident dehvered 
a pttblic address, setting forili the claims of this and similar institutions 
upon the lifoerai support of the connnunity,and especially upon the young 
men. 

** These appeals were promptly msponded to liy a large accession of mem* 
bers, and liberal subscriptions in b(u>ks and money, so as to enable the 
executive committee to put the main departments of the insthutc into 
succ<»«sf«l opfratinii. A readiug-rooin was opened, a library of twenty- 
six hundred volumes was c>tablished. a ccmrse of iwentv lectures secured, 
two debating classes forme<l, and eighty-three life members and three 
hundred ond forty four annual niembtTs subscribed to the constitution of 
the institute. 

"Before the close of tlic first year an arrangement was effected with the 
share-holders of the Hartford Library Company, by which their valuable 
collection of books, amounting to about three thousand volnnies, was 
transferred to the institute. 

'*At the fir»t quarterly meeting of the institute, the executive committee 
were directed to take the necessary steps to procure an act of incorpora- 
tion. Ap[)lication was accordingly made to the General Assembly, at its 
next session, in May, 183S, and a special act of incorporation was ob- 
tained under the name of the * Harttord Young Men's Institute.' 

"At the first annual meeting of the institute this act of incorporation 
was acx-epted, and the fonner constitution, with some modification, adopt- 
ed as the by-laws for its future government. During the year 1839- '40, 
the number of aimiiar members was four hundred and five. At the 
dose of the year 1842, there were five hundred and forty members; of 
which number, seventy one were life members, twenty-six were members 
in virtue of being sliare-holdcrs in the Hartford Library Company, and 
twelve were members having the privilege of the library only. 

"During the year 184*^- '44, the Iit)rary was enriched by a larger 
and more valuable purchase of books than in any former year — eight 
hundred and eighty two volumes having been purchased by the library 
committee, besides one hundred and sixteen volumes which were pre- 
seuted by friends of the institute. Tho interior of th« rooms in Wads^ 
worth At/tenmumy appropriated to the institute, have been fitted up under 
the direction of the executive committee, mostly from subscriptions ob- 
tained for that purpose, 
ittu.- 
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^^During tho brief period of its oxistence; the succnsa of the institute 
has more than realized tlie anticipations and promises of its earlleitf 
friends. More than one thciusand young men, from every*/ walk and sin*r 
ployment of life, have been enrolled among its members j and throujjh |! 
them, more than two-thirds of all tho families of the city have felt the in- ^ 
fluence of the institution in some one or. all of its departments of useful* 
ness. Two classes ior debate have aifordod opportunities for acquiring 
mental discipline, and the correct, ready,. and elegant use of the Kngli&h 
language, in discussions of questions of civil, social, and literary import* 
ance, at the weekly or monthly meetings which have been held during 
the whole time. The reading room, ombracing the most valuable puUi* 
cations in tho periodical literature of this country and of Englandf hai 
been visited nt all hours during the day and evening, by meinberSi and 
strangers introduced by thom, who have had any leisure to spend in thii 
form of relaxation and instruction. Tho library (which, within dl 
months after tho first meeting for organization, comprised over five thoa- 
sand valuable works) has every year, since, received large accessions of 
whatever of good, or great, or beautiful, the blnglish or American mind 
has produced, till the range of selections embraces about nine thousand 
volumes. It has scattered the pleasures and advantages of knowledge 
broadly through society — more than one hundred thousand books having 
been drawn from its shelves. ^J-he lecture-room, for upwards of one 
hundred evenings in all, in the autumn and winter of each ycui, has 
attracted crowded audiences of the members and their friends, to listen 
to addresses by sonje of the most eminent })rofessional and literary men 
of our land, who have thus brought philosophy, science, and literature 
from the ofilce, the study, and cells of scholars, to the workshop, the 1 
daily business, and the iiresides of men. And, in entering on the seventh 
year of its existence, the institute is in the permanent occupancy of one- 
third of Wads worth AthennDum — a spacious, safe and massive edifice; 
chaste, beuutiiiil and attractive in its architecture; central in its location; 
atTording ample acconmiodutions for the library and readingroorn, (he 
classes ibr debate and nmtual instruction, the weekly meetuigs of the 
executive conmiittoo, and the regular quarterly and annual meetings 
of all th(* members, under the same roof with the other literary and 
scientific institutions of the city — a structure consecrated to the pursuits 
of literature, science, and the arts; a monument at once of tho munifi* 
cence of the individual whoso name it bears, and of the public spirit ol 
the citizens by whose liberality it was erected.'* 

<<£vory member of the institute who shall have paid all sums due 
from him to the institute, and niade good all dantage and loss which he 
may have occasioned, and any person by paying $3 a year in advance 
to the librarian, shall be entitled to all the privileges of the library and 
reading room. 

'*The library shall be open for the delivery and receipt of books 



every day (Sundays excepted) from 10 a. m. until D p. m." 
In the eighth annual report, presented June ti, 184G, we find 



the fi)l- 
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*The Wadiwurth y^^hei o^um was erected for the joint accommodiiiii'n of the Young Men*a 
Inatitute and the Connecticut HiNiorical Society. It aliio contnir a n (gallery of art. Daniel 
Wadaworth gave the land, valued at ^15.000, and iho cit zena aubrcnijed about |39,0(M) for tht 
buildiDg* 
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lowing table, exhibiting the number of volumes in the library at the 
slose of each year; the uiunbcr of vHhtmes presented; tiie number of vol- 
ames purchased; and the amount of money annually expended upon 
this department: 



No. of Tolt. 



Pirst year. . . 
Second year. 
Third year . , 
Fourth year. 
Piflh year. . . 
Sixth year. . , 
Seventh year 
Bighth year. 



6,620 
6, 3.'J5 
fi, 924 
7, 453 
7,819 
8, 701 
8,S7l 
8, 9««.> 



Donation!. 



VoU. 800 

" ir>9 

12ti 

175 

75 

no 

121 
21 



<( 
(< 
it 
i( 
ii 
<t 



I'uxchaaei. 



Vols. 1,600 

'' 697 

463 

478 

280 

882 

49 

97 



({ 
<( 

it 
i( 



Money expended. 



Whole amount of monoy oxponded 
Average amount per aunum 



$1,261 91 
831 80 
678 67 
443 39 
393 43 
1,078 80 
696 13 
46 21 



6, 330 24 
666 28 



Owing to the time and labor required in making the necessary esti- 
tnates, few of the re{N>rt8 announce the number of volumes annually cir- 
culated hv the institute. 

The following are tlie esthnatos that have been made: 

Circulatioui first year « • - • 2,000 volumes.. 

Circulation, fourtt) year • - -26, 178 <^ 

Circulation, fifth year- • • • 23,260 <^ 

Circulation, eightli year • • - 26, 116 ^^ 

The State Lihrary of Connecticut, at Hartford, — Under the care of tho- 
Secretary of State are souic 3,000 volumes of public documents and mis^ 
cellanoouH hooks, forming a iiuclcus for a State library. No distinct de* 
partment of the kind has as yet boon organized. 

The Libraty of the Historical Socitty of fSonnecticut — 7,000 vols.^^ 
This society was incorporated In 1825. Owing, however^ to the removal 
of several of the more prominent meuibers fiom the State^ its operations 
were suspended for several years. Its charter was revived m 1839. Soon 
after which time, chiefly through the intervention of Mr. Henry Barnard, 
(now the commissioner of schools in Rhode Island,) the present libnry 
was obtained. 

This renjarkable collection was made by Rev. Tliomas Ilobbins,,D. D., 
a clergyman of Rochester, Massachusetts, formerly of East Windsor, 
Connecticut, one of the founders of the society. In early life he deier- 
minod to buy ab(jut$200 worth of books every year. This hecoutinued, 
nearly half a century, till he had accumulated about 5,000 volumes. It; 

is a curious und valuable collection. In the year it was transferred 

to tlio Historical Society, by an arrangement, which constitutca the. veba«4 
rable collector librarian fin life, and gives tlie fibrary to the society. 
. Trinity Odlefre Libraries 9,000 vols, — Trinity College, formerly called 
Woahington College, was incorporated by act of the legislature jn 1823. 



"Tf^ere are 3,000 volumes belonging to the college, arranged in alcoves, 
ana occfupyihg a room in Seabury Hail, in which afe also the portraits of 
several of^cers and benefactors of tlie college. There are also two libra- 
ries' helongin^ in societies of under graduates, containing an aggregate of 
6,000 volumes.'* — [College Calendar,^ 
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Wesleyan University Libraries— 1\ ^\2^ vols* — The Wesleyan Univer- 
sity was incorporated in 1831; the library was commenced the same year. 
J|r c()iitaihed August 1,' 1S48, 5,62!J vohimes, a few MSS., maps, and 
ccfirii^. About 100* volumes are yearly added, and about $100 expended 
ahriufeilly for the purchase of books. An income of about |j^225 per an- 
pViih^ife derived from a tax upon 'the under graduates. ' A catalogue wa.^ 
pflrited in 1837, containing 5() pages 8vo. The library is opened every 
Monday and Tixursday in terni tiine, at 12 ra., for half an hoitr. The per- 
son^', ^titled to the use of the books are: the faculty, president, grad^ 
uatfe, and undergraduates. The last pay $2 per anriiim. Professor 
John W, Lindsay, librarian. 

■'iJfi'Sid'es the c6llegelibria]fy, the Peithologian and Philorhetorian Societies 
of ^/ti'dents, connected wltn the university, possess 5,500 volumes. The 
following remarks, prefixed to the catalogue of the college library, give 
some account of that publication and of the history of the collection: 

"•*'The following catalog^^ has been prepared for the convenience of 
the Hbriiriaii and srudchts' of the university. As the time which could 
be devoted to its preparation would not admit of-a detailed account of 
the subjects, edition, And other particulars of each work, which are ne- 
cessary to a full dnd complete catalogue, nothing further has been at- 
tempted than fin enumeration of the titles, briefly stated as imight be, 
and alphabetickMy arranged, generally with reference to the subjects. 

** The library has been enriched by many valuable donations, only a few 
of which can be her^ noticed. The most valuable was made by "^rhomas 
Oha"|!)rnan, esq., of Camden,. New Jersey, and is called, as a token of re- 
sfefect^b the donor, the Chapman Library ^f the Wesleyan University, 
THii portion of the library, in number about 2,000 volumes, consists of 
all the books in cases D, E, and P, except such as are inarked with a t- 
Therfe'^are among them 177 folios and 121 quartos. Of these, 1,655 
voliiiiles were' fixed at a low price: one half of the amount was presented 
bV'Mi'.' Chapman, and the other half paid by the trustees. The remainder 
nnhe 2,000 Volumes was given with no reserve but the privilege of add- 
iilfe l!6 the number. Among the latter is a splendid copy of the Antwerp 
Polj^glot, in 8 folio volumes. That part of the catalogue distinguisheat 
by a §, numbering 375 volumes, was the library of tlie late John Sum- 
mferfield, and presented to the university by his brotherin-law, James 
BMcfeitock, esq., of New York. Those distinguished by a ♦, are books 
presented by the British conference, valued at JPlOO. Other valuable 
prfcSients have been made by authors and other individuals, of which more 
specrfic notice cannot be taken in this place." 

^ The Friendly Associathfi of Upper Middletown— i3i vols, —The fcl- 
lowng notice is from a historical sketch furnished by Mr. Horace G. Wil- 
liaoas. It would be difficult to point in this country tq a better model for 
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a village literary society, or to one which has been for a longer time 
uniiiterrnptedly prosperous and useful, than the Friendly Association of 
Upper Middletown: 

*/A little iiioro than a year preceding the establishment of the Friendly 
Association in this village, seveml gentlemen met together and formed 
a social club for mental improvement, unHer the name of the * Debating 
Society.' It appears to have commenced with a very respectable num- 
ber of members, and was conducted with considerable spirit for a time. 
The number of members became, after a while, greatly reduced; and it 
was resolved by the few remaining to make some changes in its inau- 
agement, preserving whatever of the constitution and by laws waia 
thought exf'ellent. The new plan being favorably received by sever^ 
individuals who were not connected with the ' Debating Society,' its 
reorganization under a better system sremed to promise success. 

"On February 20, 1810, the first meeting was held, commencing with 
thirteen members; and, their object bein^ the mutual improvement of 
each other, the name of the ' Friendly Association' was very appropri- 
ately chosen. After the adoption of the constitution Tor the society, ihe 
proceedings were regularly organized by the appointment of officers. 

**Of the early members who were particularly active in estoblishifig.and 
sustaining the associations, the names of Messrs. William C. Redfield^ 
Silas Sage, Joseph Williams, and Martin Ranriey, may be mention^ 
riih some degree of pride; the former of whom has, by his contriljutLonls 
to natural science since his residence abroad, secured a very distinguished 
reputation throughout the world. Many valuable features in the niah- 
agement of the society were suggested by him; he is still warmly at- 
tached to it, and has repeatedly manifested his interest in. its prosperity^ 
The foundation of a permanent library was a favorite measiire with sev- 
eral of the original merhbers of the association, and one of the first res- 
olutions adopted was to appoint a committee for soliciting aid from its 
friends in the village. As the result of this effort, the sum of §11 25 in . 
cash and 5'^ books, chiefly on biography, travels, and religious subjeclsi 
were received, the rfiost liberal donations being from individuals not con- 
nected with the society. About two years later, an additional fnnd was 
raised by subscription among the members, amoiihtirig to $32 25; all of 
which was invested in the purchase of books for the library. 

"The expenses of the associati<m have been mariaged with considerahfe 
econoniVj its principal resources being the fee of one dollar paid by eacK 
person upon signing the constitution. Whenever an applicant fi"»r admission 
is elected, he receives a suitable address from the president, explaining his 
duties and privileges. As the society is always very cautious respecting the 
character of such, it has in no instance been forced to expel a member 
for a breach of its regulations. Ctuite a number of young ladies have 
joined the association, and the etlect of th<fir frequent presence at the 
meetings has been to stimulate the zeal of tbe gentlemen, and to render 
their performance more interesting. Neither sex is exempt from contfibl 
nting a share of tliftir time and labor for the mutual benefit; but', if 
any are too diffident to exhibit their own productions or prefer to co'mmii- 
nicate anonymously, a / reader' is appcnnted for the ptirpose. The qfiila- 
cellancous exercises usually embrace a variety of subjects; they coni^fit 
principally, however, of original compositions, recitations of dialogties 
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and selected pieces, reading of choice extracts, translations from the ' 
classics and ihodern languages, and reviews of literary publications. The 
meetings occasionally assume a conversational character: interesting an- 
ecdotes are related, natural curiosities and relics of * old times' are shown, 
and chemical experiments are performed ; and the members are always 
jfree to ask for information or to make critical remarks. 

"The practice of inviting strangers to deliver occasional addresses and 
lectures before the society originated about twelve years since, and haa 
been continued to the present time, with maiked benefit to the members. 

"The return of every anniversary of the association is always an event 
of 9ome importance throughout our village, it being celebrated with a va- 
riety of performances appropriate to the time. Considerable preparation is 
made for these exhibitions, which usually include orations, essays, dia- 
logues, and dramas, mostly original, together with songs and glees, or 
instrumental music. Of late years a small fee. has been charged fi>r ad- 
mittance, and with the funds thus realized additions are regularly made 
to the library. 

"Until 1834 the meetings of the association were held in an old school- 
house which afforded very inadequate accommodations, the library being 
crowded into the space of a few feet, called the < lobby,' in one corner 
of the room. By private subscription among the members, and a gener- 
ous arrangement with the proprietors of the ^academy' building, the 
free use of a spacious and convenient hall was secured so long as the 
society might choose to occupy it. The room is neatly furnished, and, 
as the library can now be displayed to advantage, it presents quite an 
imposing appearance. The number of books has increased to 434, ex- 
clusive of several printed essays and documents; and of these about 75 
volumes have been received from different members within a few yearji 
past. For a short time a regulation was in force allowing a person to 
ioin the society for one year on payment of fifty cents, but it has since 
been repealed^ The actual number of life members is now 270. Since its 
* organization 802 weekly and monthly meetings have been held, their in- 
terest being very uniformly sustained, and only twice have they been 
suspended for a longer period than usual. The young men of the vil- 
lage, either clerks, apprentices, students, or teachers, are generally its ac- 
tive members, the oldest and most capable of them being intrusted with 
the management of its affairs. Possessing a respectable library and a 
surplus in the treasury, the future success of the association alone de- 
pends upon the persevering efforts of its firiends. 

" HORACE G. WILLIAMS. 

"Upper Miduletown, Co?in., July 11, 1850.*' 

NEW HAVEN. . 

Yale College XriJraric*— 60,481 vols. — In the year 1700, ten of the 
principal ministers met at New Haven and formed themselves into a 
society, and agreed to form a college in the colony. At their next meet- 
ing, which was at Branford, the same year, each of them brought a 
number of books, and, presenting them to the society, said: ^^ I give these 
hooks for the founding of a college in this colony. ^^ 

Bishop Berkeley, about 1733, sent to the library from Europe ^Hhe 



fitfiest collection of books that ever came togethler at one time into 
America.'' Sir Isaac Newton, Sir Richard Steele, Drs. Burnet, Wood- 
ward, Halley, Beiitly, Kennet, Calamy, Edwards, the Reverend Mr. 
Henry, and Mr. Wliis*on, presented their own works to the library. 

The growth of the library till 1845 was very gradual. In that year a 
very large and valuable accession, selected and purchased in Europe by 
Professor Kingsley, gave to the library a new and vigorous impulse, and 
placed it among the best collections of books in this country. 

It contained January 1, 1849, 20,515 volumes, including duplicates, 
of which there may be 200 to 3i)0 volumes. The number of pamphlets 
is probably 3,000. The library contains also a few MSS., charts and 
engravings — not easy to specify in numbers. The MSS. bequeathed by 
President Stiles are in about 40 volumes. For the last ten years about 
900 to 1,000 volumes have been added annually. During the same 
period the average annual expenditure for the purcnase of books has been 
$1,620. There is a permanent fund of $27,000 for the increase of the 
library, yielding annually $] ,620. In 1845-*6 a building was erected for 
the use of the College Library and the three society libraries. The mate- 
rial is red sandstone from Portland, Connecticut. The total cost, when 
stone steps and pinnacles are added, will be near $40,000. The books 
are arranged on the shelves according to subjects, as far as may be con- 
veniently practicable. The books are not numbered. Catalogues were 
printed in 1743, 1755, 1791, 1808; the last (102 pp. 8vo.) in 1823. The 
nbrary is opened every day in the year (except Sundays and three or four 
public days) in term time from 10 a. m. to 1 p. m., and from 3 to 5 p. m., 
and in summer commonly an hour or two more: in vacation, every day 
from 3 to 5 hours. The persons entitled to the use of the books are^ the 

Csfessors, members of the professional schools of the college,, and mem- 
rs of the senior and junior classes. Seniors and juniors pay a small 
diarge --others pay nothing. The privileges of the library are granted to 
many literary and scientific persons in town. Books are lent out, but 
consultation in the library is encouraged in preference. The number ' 
drawn out yearly, not known. The number actually out on one day when 
an examination was made, April 2, 1849, was 541. The term of loan is 
<Mie month, except to the officers of the college) who frequently retain 
books until the general return in August. The riumber of visitors from 
curiosity and study is^ in fair weather, large. The number of consulters 
nay vary from five to fifteen daily. In answer to the question, Have the 
books been injured at any time by insects? Mr. Herrick remarks: <^Tho 
Lepisma saecharina is common; brought in, probably, by old books. I 
cannot discover that it eats much. In my own library, at home, two 
books have been injured by some boring beetle or its larva, (probably a 
vff&cxes of anobium,) so thai I cannot doubt that books in our public 
libraries need examination once a year, at least, with reference to this 
matter." Books are lent to persons at a distance on application to the 
library committee, and without charge.* For two or three years past 
books have been constantly out of town under this regulation. Edwcnrd 
C. Herrick, librarian. 

See also American Quarterly Register, vol. 8; p. 14: Boston, 1836: 8vo. 

Idedical Library — 900 vols. 

Law Library— 1,900 vols. 
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In the same building with the College Library, but in separate apart^ 
meuts, are the libraries of the three literary societies of the cdle^i viz: 
the Linouian, Brothers in Unity, and Oalliopeau. 

Statistics January 1, 1849: 

No. orTolii. \iy ATerage No. ofro)tt. No. of votiimet 
aciuni count. wJded per year for drown out per 

ten years past. annum.' 

Linonian Society - - 10,616 440 11,530 

Brothers in Unity Society - 10, 5W) 430 about the same. 

Calliopean Society - - 6,02i) 170 about5,00(> 

The society libraries are opened statedly every day (or »early) in term 
time for about 35 minutes, coding at 2 p. m. Kach society librarian ha» 
usually three or four assistants. 'I'he librarian is aelecied irom tlieiseniof 
class; the assistants are fi:o.Q> the lower classes. 

The last catalogue of the library of the Linonian Society, printed No- 
vember, 1846, contains 274 pages Svoi. It has the following preface: 

<^ ThiB Linoniap Society was fouuded in September, A. D. 1753. To 
the members of the fociety of the class of 1769, and of the classes im- 
mediateiy £)llowing, we are indebted for the foundation of the library. 
In tiie recprds of the society at that time is found a vole of thanks to 
Timothy Uwight^ Nathan Hale, and James HiUhouse, for the first con* 
tributionqX books. % 

^' From the records and catalogues we are enabled to show the number 
of volumes at different periods. In 1770 there are stated to be nearly llM 
Yol?.; 1780, 192 vols.; 1790, 330 vols.; 1800, 475 vols.; 1811, 724 vols.; 
1«22, 1,187 vols.; 1831, 3,60$ vols.; 1837, 5,581 vols.; 1841, 7,500 vols. 
The present catalogue numbers 10,103 volumes. 

^Vlt has beeu attempted to adapt the present catalogue to general con- 
Yl^nience. To this end it has been made a^ .accurate and systematic as 
possible; each bQok is inserted und^r the n^mie of the author, as fieir ati^ 
OfO\\[{)i be ascertained, and again under, the most prominent word of the. 
title. The classified index will afford a view of the resources of the li- 
brary in the respective departments ihfBrein designated." 

The last catalogue of the library of the Brothers in Unity, containing 
224 pages 8vo., wa^ published in April, 1846. The following i» the 
preface: 

*<The library of the society of Brothers in Unity is locajtad in tlie Moith 
wing o( the new College loibrary^building, s^nd number9 at the presydnl 
timp 9,140 volumes. 

** The oldest c^talogu^ which we have seen, (probably the oldest \A 
existence,) is a nuanuscript originally prepared by Judge Baldwin of thin 
city, and by him lately presented to the library. Judge Baldwin was li- 
brarian of the class of 1781, thirteen years subsequent to the formation of 
the society. This valuable relic contains a list of only 163 volumes — but 
those carefully selected standard works. The library was at thi\t time 
}cept in a private room, and jeaUusly closed against all except m^ 9n6et\f. 
A'CoUection of the pri^ited catalogues, nearly if not quite complete, is to 
be found in the library of the college. It appears from these, that frjom 
1808 to 1825 the various societies issued joint catalogues. The ninn- 
ber of volumes in the Brothers library, at various periods sincft 1808, is as 
follows: 1808, 723 vols.; 1811, 756 vols.; 1814, 860 vols.; January, 181,8, 
937 vols.; September; 1822, 1,187 vols.; November, 1825, 1,730 vols.; 
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AppiU IS^t 3>6^ v^Ism* Septambar, 1633, 3,563 vdls..; Jaira^ry, 1835, 
i^KS^iFols,;, June, 1838» 6>(>78 vols. It wiill be seen from this table that 
U has increased with much greater mpidity within the last few years than 
at aiiy former period. 

" The present catalogue differs in several respects from those which 
have preceded it. The list of authora has been very much increased — 
completed, so far as time would allow — and i^iserted in the body of tife 
work. The whole has been rewritten, and in very many cases the titles of 
books given with greater distinctness. The index has also been render* 
ed mote perfect by the addition of t^iree ot four hew division^. Book^ 
Ctn, therefore, be fbuiid ahnx)St invariably under the namt of the auihor^ 
BsuaRy also under iheinostprominent word of MeiV own iilte, aiid finally 
widiear their appropriate sirbject in tiiie rndet." 

The Calliopenn Society published a catalogue (9^4 pages Svb.) on tfie 
vane general planas themhers in February, 1846. 

All tiiese canriognes -are well prepared, and eldgautly prii^ted. TM li- 
lumries themselves are of great value. The socifetieS ate conducted ^ith 
fMiiatkabie spirit. To ttre Brothers Society xine^fo* lildebfed for tlie |f>ub- 
litation of a very useful work, prepared by William Frederick Poble, euti- 
Wd "An Alphabetical Index to subjects treated in the RevibWs, and other 
Penodirals, to which no indices have been published ;pi'fepated for thd 
fibrary of the Bmthers m Unity, Yale Odlege. NtfW York, Putn^unQ; 
IdiSr 154 pages Svo.^' 

I4^rary of ihe Ywftg Men^s 7w*ltVa/e— -3,800 tok; 

HEVf YORK; 

ALBANY. . . 



Sd/c Lfirorj^— 28-,2r4 rofe.^Ponnded iniSlS It is in two depart- 
ttientSj, the Lent Lihrmy and tttc MisceUaneous Library; containing — 

Law I-ibrary — Law. 5, 82o vols. 

Statute law. , ,,..,^,, 1,253 

State jpapers ^, 792 . . 

. — : % 870 vols, 

iscellaneous library ^ ^ •««««, • 13, 333 vols. 

a{^, atlases, ^c.^ Round in vpliimeS; ...•,.,...«, «4 ^ » « ;.\ 51 

j-ip3 ••• .••••••. r*r •.••.•!•.••. ^•. t*«<^\»t««^***. '** 

!^igr;avf ngs ....••• • ^ n ..••<,*%*% • 299 

Anting and busts. ^ • • « • ^ • , «. 4 

:;.;:.:...... .,:;,.., ,,,,,..,,,., 25 



Tbtai.,. ...,:. :...:..,. ..,.,,,.,,...... 23.699 .: 



-Th«pe is also a large oollection of manuscripts connected with the hi^« 
any of the Stale, njost of which have Intel^'' been received from tire ofBce 
etf the Secretary of Slate, from whioh ihey were transferred to the State 
Library i« pursuance of a joint resolutimi of the senate and assembly, 
Asepafale catalogue of these, forming 55 pp. 8vo;,wns printed in 184^, 
fteinfg No, 14S of the Assembly documents.- Some of these manu^ctipfar 
Me of great interest and value. Among them are the original charter, or 
grami of Charles II to his brother, Uie Duke of York, of this State, 



amongst oUwrs, in 1664; sereral royal Mmmtaaiona, of which the <i 
is that of Willtam and Mary, in 1689, constituting Henry Slougliter 
tain geneiai of the province of Naw York; oathe of alleifiance and o 
extentliiii;friiin lOttMo IKK); pertilicut.^s of entry for land and laud pat 
rolls of luws passed by the le^isialiire .if the province, ifcc. 

TIk' t'lllowing nppi-o|iriations iiave heen made for the State l,i' 
since its ioiiLidalioii, in IBIS, far lire purchase of books, maps, charts, 

1818 ($3,01)0 for books and fitting up rooms, (kc.) $1,50 

1619 (annual appropriation) 51, 

1820 (annual appropriation) 5t 

1821 5t 

1823 5i 

1823 in 

1824 61 

1825 1,51 

1826 1,3C 

1827 I,(K 

18i8 1,0( 

1829 1,31 

1830 81 

1831 5( 

1832 1,6< 

1833 1,3! 

1834 1,2! 

" Globes '. ( 

"• Ist vol. Audubon 2S 

1835 1,2< 

" 2d vol. Audubon !& 

1836 1,91 

183T 1,21 

" 3d vol Audubon 2f 

1838 01 

1839 1,31 

1810 1,01 

" II 

" 4th vol. Audubon...... 21 

1841 3,1' 

" 61 

lsa'^'/^'^y/■■■//////^'//^'^y^'^'^'^y/■'■'.'■'.'.'.'.'.'. 2,si 

" n 

1843 1,61 

1844 3,9- 

1846 3,61 

« Warden library 4,IM 

1846 3,3! 

1847 3,61 

1848 4,» 

1849 4,8 
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The value of the donations to the library has. been estimated by Dr. T, 
Rotoeya Beck^ secretary of the trustees, as follows : 

Previous to 1844 §1,(K)0 

During 1844 253 

JS45 1,215 

J846 1,915 

1847 2,068 

1848 800 

1849 2,250 



9,601 



" If to these we add the hundreds of vohunes of laws, journals, docu- 
ments, and law reports; the copies of ihe Natural History of New York, of 
fte Journals of the Provincial Congress, &c., <fcc., presented by the State 
itself to the library, the total amount will considerably exceed tea thousand 
dollars.'* 

Respecting the general character of the collection the select committee 
of the assembly on the library say, in their report dated February 3, 1849: 
*^ We feel constrained to say that we have been surprised and gratified to 
find such completeness in some of the departments, and the whole to be of 
8Qch great value. An examination will convince all that it has become a 
worthy object of State pride. Already the law department is considered 
i the most perfect of any similar .collection in the States. It is believed, 
ibo^ that tiowhere can be found so many useful works on America and 
American affairs. The most unwearied pains have been taken; Europe 
and this country have been ransacked to procure everything valuable in 
this department. The value of these books cannot be estimated in money, 
fc? money could not replace very many of them. There are, also, valua- 
ble scientific, statistical, documentary, and miscellaneous works, other- 
wise inaccessible to Americans generally.** 

This library has, at different times, received large and valuable acces- 
lions throuch the agency of M. Vattemare Nearly one thousand vol- 
umes, mostly in folio and quarto, besides m^ps, charts, &c., have been 
thus added to the library. 

It is required by law that a catalogue of the State Iiibrary be publislied 
every five years. The trustees present an annual report to the legislature 
oontaining the lists of books added to the library since the previous report. 
The catalogue published Jatiuary, 1844, contains two hundred and forty- 
five pages 8vo. The regents of the university, having been constituted 
trastees of the State Library by act of the legislature, (passed 4ih May, 
1844,) requested, in their report, (January 10, 1845,) permission to pre- 
pare and print, immediately, a new and improved catalogue. The legis- 
lature acceded to their wishes, suspending the enactment requiring quin- 
quennial catalogues. 

The catalogue published in 1846 is in two parts, paged separately. Part 
1, is the catalogue of the law library, (262 pages 8vo.,) prepared by John 
L. Tillinghast: Part 2, catalogue of the miscellaneous library, (294 pages 
8vo.,) prepared by George Wood. Pages 214-252 contain a minute and 
earefally piepared descriptive catalogue of tlie publications of the Record 
Commission of Great Britain. A new edition, dated January 1, 1850, has 



ham ]n\ni*u\. Itrnntiiin* l,05W pfl^tH largft Hvo , in p;irtfl. TIuj firsi 
(ij45 pM^N'Hj JN mi iilphahntiiutl ratulngiid nrilio Invir t>ookH, m^iM(«')'(Ml 
tll« Wtu'A'HHiwy f'uhHi.s.s, uii(l<fr iIm* natiMtM ol'ltiniiUllintH. Th^ M^folid 
il( li/) |Kil(()N) (loltliln rnliiiniiN, i.i a <'>m1m|(i(/||i; nr JlitlcX nf ihn hHliK; Ij 

cirmn^«Ml u'rcnniini^ to MthjtiCiN. 'Vim iitl<isof'hitl>jc;<:lNitn{urrflh|L;(*.fl : 
bMlic.Hil/. Tlio tliini nurt (pa^<{N '2K{-:iGr>) (.'.ontitiiiN Ntaiulo Ittu'.* 
SfutM pitprj-.'^. TliJH iiKMii(l<{.s alitii of (Utuy;vvMH'unml (IocuiiiciUn sim 
f(»riijuii<»n of' lIm* ynvrriwiwui, in n tahuhit' fiu'iii, i^xliiliiliii^' tin; ni 
and tith's of till) vi.lmni'N ptihliriliHi at <tarli NiiHNioi) of ( 'oii^^nihri, wii 
,tiiiiu of iIjo <'oiniiir!tiri;inent and titrtnination ofimrh NCNhidii. 'Dm! I 
]>ftrt (pa^Mtbi rir)7-l{7<)) JN a lilaNNJiication of hiatiito law.s and Stiit<* p: 
und<M' ninnn-on ImuwIn, aN (unuimu'tUi and navigation, drhuiftM, dj^f?M 
plomaii'*. roiToHpond»in<'<i, &<*-, Tho fifth and laryuNt part in a raialofj 
th(Mni!i<r<'llan«ons worUn, rpMK^^w 377 SlfJ ) PartHixthi.s u(;lahMili<:ai 
tlieniisrw'ILuHioii.s works into fiv(ilimding('lahM)»j nanjulytH; ilirojo/j 

?:ovi)rnin<!nt and pulitiral nc.ononiy, (3; hcii'jn't^H and tlio art:>, M; In 
5) l)i'»lli».s Irttn^H, with .sfiveral Aniirlivi.sions iindi*ri'ac.h r.Un-H. l*;ifi m* 
r.oniuins a catulo^no of woiitN (d' art, ^^lohiiN, utla>oN| nia|)s, pliuiNj 
ing, ^•ngravhi|.|[y, hnsis, and nM^dalH,(pa^itN VHH)- UnO.; Appondi'd to 
art) listh of l)ool<N r<*.(toivod whilo tho dutalo^ue was in prcsd, a liht < 
nntlonn to thtnStiittiliihrary from 'Wh foundation to January, IHoO, am 
ficriprivo h'st of rnanusc.ripts Vi-t^uivoil fruni tho Huf'.rotary of Staio. 

'*Th«! workrt hi the inj.sfiidlanr'ouN dt^uutinont of tho hhraiy, wh( 
0U')nyrnouNy ato IhUvml with tho author*H narno, and u hriof lido < 
wovlc. Ivudi woric In arrung;(;^ oil tho Nholvoti alphubotirally, und 
initial lottor of tho Hurnaino of iti^ author. Anonyinons worlin aro // 
agpr^oniily to thoir mthjocis, and niaei'd in liko Hianuor luidor tlntir 
TntioiH. Tl|0 or^iavoh and .sinnllcr tyVH'A volninoN aro dinpoMtd on r 
of filudvrr^N- tho rpiarU^^iN and folion hopiiraioly, on otlior hot.s iA' h\ 
Tlioro am, howovor, fionio finv ovftopllouh tt) tluM ordrr. iN'riodiral \ 
PiH'h h.^ mn^a/inoH, rf^JHtoiN, and rovl<;WN, writintiflii jomnaln and 
('(ilioUH of h^arni^d Norioiitibi lo^oihfir with tho dii'tiouaran, I'.nt-yciopi 
and ga/ouooi'M, and otln^r hiindar works of ni|Hmtttd lofntijiHu?, aro 
drawn from tho K<mHral arnrngtMiKMit and nlai^id hy thomriolveN (m 
(^onvoniont couNnliution. 'rh<' Wardou collortion it wun iliou/^iit u 
bio to koi'|), likowiMo, hv itbolf. Tho W(.U'kM of thlH rolloction hia 
numhontd hy Mr. WarruMt, In lii^ niihlinhud catalogue, a.s ihoy fid 
in his rhiNsini'ation. 'riioso numiK^rt^ liuvo hron rancollod, iho 
now numla'Vod in thoir ordorin thJM (-^tajoguu, and indiitatod hy tli 
itnl loit^TM W, fL, with tho nuinhor. Thoniaph, oliarlH, and atlaso, 
hmxi ttoatofl in ii Hoiriowhat Himilnr mannor, and (irntiigt'd jji tho 
loj^iio among tlm othgr mapn nnd idjart;^. Tim wtnd.s vvla and . 
usod In tlio ratalo^iio for tu^odihtiiiot puinoKoN; vidv^ whoii tho n*! 
in from ono part of tho oatalo{»uo to anotnor; aav^ whon tho ndiin 
to tho hook ifM:lf, on tho sholvoH." 

'jMiM lihrary ihopcuy during tho.sohMinu of tho h^gihliituro and tiio ( 
fVom K) a. m. to 4 p. m , Huudayrt i:x<Tptod. (Ui (Jiuiriimas, Nijw 
mid otJKir liolidnyn, it is open 6iio hour, iVoiu 1) to J() it, m. 

It ih acco.siiihlo for roading (tnd oouMiliaiion to oynvy (!iti'/i^n. ^I' 
lowing NtaiuloN and I'oguluttonri of tho (iuNioot4 ri^Iiilu to thi^ u.^o 
llbniry: 
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Revhed Siatvies, volume Ijpnrt l^.^chaptcr /X", titk 8, section 6. — ^f It 
shall be the duty of the truateesto pMvdde, in their regulations, that any 
member of the senate or assembly*, during the session of the legislature, 
ot during the sitting of the court for the correction of errors, or of the 
senate only, shall be pennitted, under proper restrictions, forfeitures and 
penalties, to take to his boarding house, or private room, any book be- 
longing to (he library, except such books as the trustees shall determine 
are necessary always to be kept in the library as books of reference; but 
110 member of the legislature shall be permitted to take or detain from the 
library more than two volumes at any one time. 

/Wrf., *ec. 7. — "Before the president of the senate, or the speaker of the 
assembly, shall grant to any member a certificate of the time of his at- 
tendance, he shall be satisfied that such member has returned all books 
taken out of the library by him, and has settled all accounts for fines for 
injuring such books, or otherwise. 

"The trustees hereby declare, agreeably to tlie provisions of the revised 
statutes, that the law library, in its most extensive sense, comprehends 
wch books of reference as should always be kept in it; but during the 
session of the legislature, of the senate, of the court for the correction of 
firorS) and of any court held in the capitol, law books may be taken from 
the library to any room in the capitol, to be returned on the same day. 
The librarian shall previously charge each person so taking with the book 
or books, a?id a fine of fifty cents shall be imposed for each day's deten- 
tion beyond the above time. The regulations above ordained, as to loss, 
injury, or damage of books, shall apply in the present case. 
I "No books belonging to the hiw library are to be taken to the miscella- 
neous library to be read; nor are books, maps, charts, or prints, be 
kmging to the miscellaneous library, to be taken to the law library to be 
read or examined.*' 

The number of persons consulting the library is said to be very large, 
but it cannot be accurately stated. 

The library is at present in the capitol. It is very inconveniently 
lodged. The rooms, too, are completely filled . The trustees arid the gover- 
nor of the State recommend the erection of a new building. From the 
spiriti good judgment andttaste manifested in the general arrangements of 
the trustees, we are led to hope that they will not add yet another to the 
long and melancholy list of opportunities neglected for giving to the world 
the plan of a building suitable for a public library. The present librarian 
is Alfred B. Street. 

The Assembly Library corttains 6,000 to 8,000 volumes. " It is im- 
possible for the Hbrarian, or any one else, to tell the exact number, so 
long as they are kept m the present manner. All that can be crowded, 
two rows deep, upon the shelves in the clerk's room, are there. The rest 
Ire in the garret of the capitol. This library is increasing very rapidly." 
The select committee of the assembly on the library (from whose report 
the above. extract is taken) recommend the providing of better accommo- 
dations for this collection. It^^hould be remarked that this collection con« 
tains several copies of most of the public documents of the State. The 
number of different works is consequently much smaller than the aggre« 
{ate number of volumes would seem to indicate. 

» The Library of the Young Mon^s Association — 4,600 vols, — The Yoiing 
Hen's Association for Mutual Improvement, in the city, of Albany, was 
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founded on the 13th of December. A. D. 1833. ^^The plan originally 
contemplated, and which has been ftitherto carried into successful opera- 
tion, waste furnish, at the cheap rate of two dollars per annum, admission 
to a news and periodical room, in which all the leading journals and pe^ 
riodicals of the State and nation, and such foreien ones as were deemed 
proper, should be taken; the priyilege of taking books from a libraiy, tt 
which additions are constantly being made of new and valuable publica* 
tions; attendance upon popular lectures on literary and scientific subjectt 
at least once a week during the winter months, and opportunities for A^ 
batedurine the same period. Such extended means of information, of 8Q 
varied ana practical a character, it is confidently asserted, were never ba< 
fore offered at so cheap a rate.*' [See introductory remarks to a pamphlel 
containing the charter, with the ruleii, &c.y of the Young Men's Assod! 
ation in Albany, 1847.] 

The association was incorporated by act of legislature, passed Marel 
12, 1835. 

The library contained (January, 1848) 4,016 volumes, valued ai 
$3,726 26. There were added during the previous year, by purchan 
370 volumes, by donation 24 volumes. 

The following summary statement of the affairs of the associatiottj 
taken from the annual reports of its presidents, from the time of its orgarfi 
ization to 1847, is annexed to the pamphlet^ before mentioned, contaiii 
ing the chartef, (kc: 





Year. 


No. newiipa- 


0(her p^riodi- 


Volumes in 


Annual in- 


N'lnnbflrof 






pfTB taken. 


calf. 


the library. 


crease. 


memOerii, 


Ftbruary 


, 1834 


92 


23 


811 


811 


644 


Do 


1835 


87 


SO 


917 


106 


878 


Do 


1836 


84 


10 


1, 1(>9 


%S2 


642 


Do 


1837 


80 


30 


1,369 


200 


6U8 


Do 


1838 


80 


25 


1»7I1 


342 


726 , 


Do 


1839 


91 


29 


2,205 


494 


901 ! 


Do 


1840 


85 


30 


2,244 


39 


1,036 i 


Do 


1841 


81 


25 


2,618 


374 


1,053 


Do 


184*i 


88 


31 


3, 967 


449 


l,0c«4 


Do 


1843 


78 


20 


3.206 


141 


y06 ' 


Do 


lc<45 


68 


18 


3,323 


■ a . • 


844 


Do 


1846 


76 


19 


3,616 


293 


933 


Do 


1847 


76 


20 


4,015 


399 


l,aM)4 

f 

4 















n 



A catalogue of the library, classified with an alphabetical index, vm 
published in January, 1848. It contains 103 pages 8vo. An earlier cal* 
alogue was printed in 1843 The librarian is A. F. Lansing. 

Librm-y of tlie SlcUe Noimal School-^ 6 ,658 vols. — In the report t^ 
1646 of the executive committee of the State Normal School of Ne4 
York, established at Albany in 1844, it is stated that <'a donation for ail 
educational library has been made to the Normal School, by the execci 
tors of the Hon. James Wadsworth, out of certain funds left by that dill 
tinguished friend of education, to be disbursed in such manner as woiiM 
best promote the interests of the schools of the people." This valuably 
donation has been received, and composes the principal part of tlie ^'Mts* 
oelianeous Library." 
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"There are at present 746 volumes in the Miscellaneous Library. The 
Text Book Library numbers 6,113 volumes.'' — [Report January 12, 1849.] 

With reference to the general character of the books, in the "First 
duinquennial Register and Circular of the State Normal School, Septem- 
ber, 1849," it is stated: "Besides an abundant supply of text books upon 
all the branches of the course of study, a well fleeted miscellaneous 
library has been procured, to which all the pupils may have access free of 
charge. In the selection of this library particular care has been exercised 
to procure most of the recent works upon education, as well as several 
valuable standard works upon the natural sciences, history, mathematics, 
&c. The State Library is also freely accessible to all. The library is 
under the charge of Mr, Webb, one of the teachers of the school, who 
deserves especiab commendation for the care taken by him, in arranging 
and preserving the books. The Miscellaneous Library now numbers 783 
volumes, showing an increase of 38 volumes since the last report. In the 
Text Book Library there are 4,338 volumes fit for use." — [Annual report 

forisau.j 

Library of tho New York State AgrictdturcU Society — GOOvofs. — This 
Bdciety was organized in February, 1832, and was incorporated the same 
year. It has gradually been collecting a library, composed mostly of agri- 
enltural works, pamphlets and periodicals During the last year (1848) 
about 100 volumes were added by purchase, and upwards of 100 by dona- 
lion. The library is now much used, and the Exceptive Committee, in 
their report for 1848, urge that it should be so increased as to contain all 
the valuable works on agriculture, horticulture, (fcc, published in this and 
other countries, both for ihe benefit of the officers of the society, who are 
frequently called upon for information, and for the farmer and others in- 
terested in agriculture. 

Library of the Albany Medical College — 2,212 vols. — ^The books are 

fel8t of them new and in good preservation. Their value is estimated at 
,900.— [Regents' report, 1850.] 

Library **/' the Albany Institute — 3,323 vols. — The Albany Institute 
Was established in 1828. In 1832, the library consisted of 1,592 volumes, 
the auiseum of 10,44^ specimens in natural history, The library at 
resent (1849) contains 3,323 volumes. 

AUBURN. 

■ 

T7ieological Seminary Library — 6,000 vols, — This seminary was found- 
Nlby the Presbyterians, and commenced operations in 1821. 

BROOKLYN. 

77*6 Library of the United States Naval Lyceum — 2,971 vols, — The 
l^iun was founded in 1833, and possesses a library of 2,971 volumes, 
<8 oiaps and charts, 531 coins, 49 medals, and 75 engravings. It is 
piQi^ daily from 8 o'clock a. m. to 3 p. m. Members of the lycewm may 
(ke books out of the library. Few, however, are taken out. The oflScers 
E|tbe station resort to the library for reading. The library is at present 
ilder the charge of Dr. Thomas L. Smith, surgeon of the United States 

Ciiy Library — 3,000 vols, — Founded and incorporated in 1839. The 
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books (400) of the Hamilton Association have lately been pnrcliased. ^^ 
Th« whole now occupy a part of tlie Free Library room of the Brooklyn 
Institute, but are not merged in the library of the institute. It is hoped 
that t'lo City Library will be the nucleus of a large and valuable collection". 
Aright in the library costs $25; annual assessment, {|3. Persons nol 
owning ^* rights '* may enjoy the privileges of the library on paying $5 per 
annum. An alphabetical catalogue (80 pp. 8vo.) n-as published in 184L 
The act of incorporation and by-laws are prefixed to the calaloguev Th^ 
library is under the care of tl>e institute^ and no separate librarian is enh 
ployed. 

Yout/is^ Ftre Library of the Brooklyn Ipstitute — 3,028 vob. — The in- 
stitute was founded August, 1823; cliartered September, 1824, by the . 
name of the Apprentices' Ubrary Association of Brooklyn'; charter renewed 
April 13, 1843, and name changed to the Brooklyn Institute. The Prpe 
Library dates from 1828. The present rate of increase is from 200 to 60B 
volumes a year. The expenditure for books varies from $50 to $250 a yeai. 
Many books arc annually worn out by constant use. There is at 5;)reeeill ; 
no permanent fluid for tbe increase of the library. A part of the rent of 
the institute rooms is devoted to that purpose. The sum of $5,0(H)li 
about to be invested as a permanent fund for the library. A building of 
granite and brick was erected for a lyceum, at an expense of }f 30,000, It 
was sold under mortgage, bought by an individual, and pre&*ented to tiki 
trustees expressly for a library. It is eighty feet long, fifty feet wide, ail^ 
three stories high. Four catalogues have been printed since 1829; tn 
last in 1S49 (114 pp. 12mo.) The library is open three times a week, iw 
three hours each time, for taking out books, and every eveniirg for ooBjJi 
sultation. About 30,000 books are taken out each year. The libr 
are volunteers, and frequently change. ■ ** 

^^Minorsof twelve years of age and upwards may have free access ta " 
Youths' Free Library, Brooklyn Institute, subject to the following ml 
and regulations, viz: 

1. **A guarantee will be required for the safe return of all books loai 

2. ^*Each reader will be required to purchase a catalogue, at twenty- 
cents. The numbers of the books wanted must be legibly marked on 
card supplied for that purpose previous to coming to the library. 

3. ^*Books may be returned every week, or kept out two weeks; if k 
longer, they must be renewed, or the reader will be fined as follows: ei 
quarto volume 12J cents, octavo volume 6 cents, duodecimo volum; 
cents per week. 

4. *<Books lost, defaced, or injured in any way, by being torn, soil 
written in, or lcav(»s turned down, such damage to be paid for by 
reader as the librarian may deem proper. If a volume of a set be lost 
injured, the whole set to be paid for. 

5. <<No conversation allowed among the readers in the room during 
time of giving out books, and all disorderly conduct in or near the lib 
will forfeit them the use of the books, and also the admission to thd I 
tures. Readers are required to leave the room as soon as they ha' 
received their boolw. 

6. "Books marked with an asterisk (*) shall not be taken from the 
brary except by special permission. 

7. "No reader can receive a book from the library until he shall 
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pud all fines, and made good i^Il damages he mav have occasioned, and 
DO book belonging to the library can be lent by tne reader to any person 
out of the dwelling of the reader. 

8. **The library will be open for girls every Thursday from 3 to 4 o'clock 
p. m; for boys every Monday and Saturday evenings — from May to 
November, from 7 to 9 o'clock; November to May, from 6 to 8 o'clock. 

9. "Members of the institute may have the use of the library, subject to 
die above regulations .*" 

• 

BTJPFALO. \ 

lAhrtxry nf the Voun^ Melius iiAt^o/wn —6,500 vols, — ^This society 
was incorporated 3d March, IfcST. It has (January, 1849) a library of 
6,500 volumes, which is well selected and arranged, and contains marty 
rare and valuable works. The collection in En^Ksh and American his- 
tory and literature is very full and valuable. Many of the editions are 
rare and costly. The library is increasing rapidly — say 400 volumes per 
annum. It is open daily from 8 a. m. to 9 p. m. l^ere is a separate 
reading-room for newspapers and periodicals. Most of the leading reviews 
of the day are subscribed for. A lot of ground has been purchased in 
the city for the purpose of erecting thereon a suitable building for its pur- 
poses, and the executive committee are now engaged in raisi#g the means 
to erect the same; the estimated cost of the lot and building being about 
|14,(N0. 

The number of volumes drawn from the library during the past year 
(1848) is 14,200; being am increase of 3,6lK) volumes over the preceding 
year. Of the volumes thus read, 38 per cent, were works of fiction; 3r> 
per cent, history, biography, travels, &c.; 17 percent, standard literature; 
and 9 per cent, science. 

The number of volumes drawn in each year since the foundation of the 
association is as follows: 1S36, 5,500; IS37, 7,500; 1838, 6,300; 1839, 
B,600; 1840, 6,400; 1841, 10,400; 1842, 11,100; 1843, 9,000; 1844, 
3/KX)-, 1845, 8,200; 1846, 9,250; 1817, 10,600; and in 1848, 14,200, as 
before stated. 

In 1S47 a handsome and convenient catalogue was printed, containing 
116 pages 8vo., in two parts. "Part one comprises a complete descriptive 
catalogue of all books in the library at this date, (except novels and works 
in foreign languages,) with the names of the authors arranged alphabetical- 
y, the arrangement including the first and second letter of each name. All 
ororks published anonymously will be found under the head of ^a^iony- 
mous.* Part two is a catalogue of the titles of the works comprised in part 
me, classified according to subjects, and arranged alphabetically. Ap- 
3ended to the catalc^guc is a li|t of all works in the library published in 
bieign languages.'^ 

Of the last mentioned class there are but few books, and those mostly 
nedical works in Latin. 

Besides the library, the association possesses a cabinet of natural his- 
ory, containing about 250 mineralogical and geological specimens, a cata- 
ogue of which is appended to the thirteenth annual report (1849.) The 
issociation also provides an annual course of lectures, free to members; 
others are charged 12.J cents each lecture. The annual reports are gea- 
fially printed. The librarian is Phineas Sprgent. 
Mis— 6 
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Tlie Medical Department of the University of Buffalo possesses a libra 
of 519 volumes, the estimated value of which is $)8(X). — [Regents' repo 
1850.] 

CLINTON. 

Hamilton College Libraries — 10,300 vols. — The College Library w 
founded with the college, in 1812, and contains about 3,500 vols. T 
average annual expenditure for books the last ten years has not exceed 
§60. There is no permanent fund, except an income of $50 attached 
the department of classical literature. The library room is about 75 /i 
by 20 feet, in the same building with the chapel. A catalogue was pu 
lished soon after the college was organized, but it is now out of prii 
The library is opened gn Wednesday and Saturday of each week, bet we 
the hours of 12 and 1 o'clock. All persons connected with the college 
trustees, oflicers, and students — are allowed the use of the books gnlt 
itously. Anson J. Upton, librarian. 

The Union Society, formed in 1834, has a library of 3,400 vols. T 
triennial catalogue, printed at Utica in 1847, 55 pages 8vo., (Contains nam 
of members, catalogue of the library and of the cabinet. The cabin 
contains abq;iU 4,300 specimens, including minerals, shells, plants, hire 
and objects of curiosity ; about 250 rare and beautiful Chinese birds wc 
collected for the purpose, and presented by Rev. Dr. Parker of China. 

The Phoinix Society, formed , has a library of 3,400 vols. Tl 

triennial catalogue, published in November, 1847, 61 pages 8vo., contai 
the names of members, catalogue of books, and of articles in the cabioe 

EAST HAMPTON. 

Library Company — 563 vols, — This library was founded by Dr. Lyms 
Beecher, in the year 1803, and has been a useful institution. It increase 
slowly from the proceeds of assessments. Sylvanus Jones, librarian. 

FLUSHING. 

St. PauVs College Library. — 2,800 vols. 

FORDllAM. 

St. John^s College Library, and St. JosnplCs Seminary Library — 9,511 
vols. — These two librarius (founded in 1S40,) though distinct, are und 
the same management. St. John's College Library contains 5,500 vols 
St. Joseph 's Seminary liibrary 4,000. The latter possesses an illuminaie 
manuscript of the bible, probably of the fourteenth century; the first £bi 
pages missing. About 4,000 volumes of the St. John's College Librai 
have been received within the last three years, by donations and tl 
transfer of the library of another institution This library occnpies tw 
rooms — one circular, (18 feet in diameter,) the other oblong, 18 by 30 fa 
the books are arranged according to subjects. St. Joseph's Library occi 
pies a room 15 by 30 feet. It contains only works in divinity and kindrc 
sciences. The catalogue is well kept in a folio manuscript, but has n< 
been printed. The libraries are opened daily from morning till nigh 
The faculty and students are allowed the use of the books gratuitousl] 
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:s are lent to others on application, when there is prospect of their safe 
tk Rev. L Legouais, librarian. 

CSENEVA. 

Bnetxt Otritege /Wftnirfc^-— 6,429 vols. — The library commenced with 
allege, in 1825, and contains about 2,000 vols, and 1,600 pamphlets; 
incriBases at the rate of 70 or SO vols, yearly, most of which are gifts. 
try imperfect catalogue, now out of print, was published some years 
There is no regular time of opening the library. There is, also a 
ry, founded in 1835, connected with the medical department; it con- 
I about 600 volumes, valued at $1,500. A society oT under graduates 
e college (the Hermaean Society') possesses a library of 3,669 volumes, 
hich addjtions are annually made from the proceeds of a tax upon 
nembers. Prom this library the students are mostly supplied with 
5, though they are allowed to use the College Library without charge. 
Hermaean Library is opened daily for an hour. Joseph M. Clark, 
»., tutor and librarian of the College Library. 

, HAMILTOK. 

• 1 

adisBH University Libraries — 7,000 vols, — ^This institution was es- 
shed in May, 1820, by the Baptist Education Society of the State of 

York. It was called, till within two or three years, the Hamilton 
•ary and Theological Institution. "One principal object aimed at by 
sarly conductors of the institution, was to lay the foundation of a 

library. Many of the first donations were received in books, and 
e end of the seventh annual re\toxt we find a Mist of books, &c.' 

which we learn that the hbrary contained 450 volumes." [See 
>iy of the Hamilton Institution, by Professor J. He Raymond, in the 
rican Quarterly Register for February, 1843. J Most of the library is 
jd by the Baptist Education Society of the State of New York. A 
1 portion is owned by the University board. It was begun in 1822, 
gh, for many years, scarcely any additions were made, except by 
sional donations, and those small. It contains, at present, 4,900 vols, 
books are arranged according to subjects, particular portions of the 
. being assigned to a particular class, as classical literature, sacred 
logy, church historjP, modern languages, <fcc. Within each section 
K)oks are arranged according to their size. There is no printed cata- 
5. The library is opened for cousultatien every day at 1^ o'clock, 
s kept open until 4 o'clock, except Saturday. Books are drawn three 
s a week. The students are entitled to the use of the library by the 
lent of 25 cents per^ term ; the board of trustees, faculty, and 
ymen of the place, gratuitously. Books are always lent by the-libra- 
to gentlemen of responsible character who desire them. Books are 

occasionally lent to persons at a considerable distance. Professor 
. Kendrick, librarian. 
tidents' Ubraries, 2,100 volumes. 

HARTWICK. 

keologiccd Seminary lAbrary — 1,000 vols. — ^This is a LutLeran insli- 
1, and was incorporated in 1815. 
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RVDBON. 

TAe Franklin Library — 1 ,058 vob. — The Franklin Library Associat 
was incorporated in April, 1838. Its libiary contains 1,058 velum 
It has also a philosophical apparatus. The library is open every Saturc 
evening from 7 to 9 o'clock. The members pay two dollars a year 
the use of the library, and for all the privileges of the institution. 1 
executive committee nave power to extend the use of the Hbrary to othc 
During the summer, about 35 books per week are lent out; during wini 
about 70 per week. J. C. Newkirk, corresponding secretary. A ci 
logue^ with the by-laws, was printed in 1849, containing 21 pp. 12g 

NEWBT7RG. 

Library of the Theological Seminary of the Associate Refo^tnedChurcl 
3,230 vols. — This seminary was incorporated in 1835. The library 
the Associate Reformed Church was founded in 1802, and contains 3,S 
volumes, and some manuscripts. The only considerable accession duri 
the last ten years was the donation of the Rev. R. Forrest, conta 
ing 855 volumes. A catalogue, 16 pages 8vo., ]ivas printed in 18* 
The library is open for one hour on Thursday of every week in term tin 
and the use of it is fcee to all persons connected with the institution. 
Connelty, librarian. 

NBW YORK CITY. 

Metvantile Library Association — 31,674 vols. — Founded in 1820. T 
library contained January 1, 1850, 31,674 volumes; a respectable ca 
net of specimens in geology and mineralogy; also a small collection 
curiosities, belonging to the association. The yearly average number 
volumes added to the library, for the last ten years, is 1 ,561. The 3re8i 
average expenditure for books, during the same period, is $2,126 68. 
brick building was erected for the association in 1830, at a cost of 853,011 
It is 50 feet by 90 feet. The rooms appro^iated to the use of the an 
ciation are upon the 2d and 3d stories. The library, lecture room, M 
directors' room, are on the 2d floor; the reading-rooms and conversatH 
room on the 3d floor. There is no systematic arrangement of the bool 
according to subjects. The books are placed in alphabetical order> 98j 
rating languages and fiction, and dividing according to size. The alyi 
betical arrangement has been adopted solely on account of its pracdjl 
convenience. Catalogues were printed as follows: 1st, in 1825, in l8oil 
2d, in 1S28, in 12mo.; 3d, in 1830, in 8vo.; 4th, in 1834, in 8vo.; I 
in 1837, prepared by Edward Johnston, esq., in 8vo., and supplenoyant 
1840; 6th, alphabetical, with a classified index, in 1844, 300 pp. (^ 
another is in preparation. The library is open every day from 10 o'ota 
a. m. to 10 o'clock p. m., except Sundays and holidays. Merchan 
clerks are entitled to the use of the library, on subscribing the com 
tution and paying an initiation fee of $1, and $1 for the first, six montl 
Merchants and others are admitted on the payment of an annual 91 
scription of $5, but are not eligible to office. More than 75,000 volufll 
are lent out annually! About 6,<X)0 persons annually consult the libn 
without taking away books. S. Hastings Grant; librarian. 
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From repoils of the directors we gather the following additional facts: 
'^The first public meeting of merchants' clerks, for the purpose of consid- 
ering the expediency of establishing a libriairy and reading-room, was held 
on the 9th of November, 1820. A subsequent meeting was held on the 
27th of the same month, at which a constitution was adopted, and the 
first officers elected. An appeal was made to the public for money 
and books; and clerks were invited to become subscrilyers. The library 
was opened* February 12, 1821, iu- a room at No. 49 Pulton street, and 
contained, at that time, 700 volumes. The number was increased be- 
fore the year expired to 1,000 volumes* The number of subscribers 
was 175. 

" The institution, during the earty years of its existence, encountered 
a good deal of hostility from a class of short-sighted and narrow-minded 
merchants, who fancied their clerks could not devote their whole souls 
to their business if they were allowed the recreation which the library 
furnished. In 1S25 special efforts were made to sustain and increase 
the usefulness of the institution; within six months, more than 200 addi- 
tional members were obtained, and subscriptions of money were raised 
to the amount of ^95, besides many valuable books. During this year 
the first catalogue was issued. The next year,1826, the library was re- 
moved to more spacious apartments in Cliff street, and a reading-room was 
established. 

"In 1827 lectures were established, which have since become one of 
the most popular and useful parts of the plan of the establishment. In 
February, 1828, at a meeting of prominent merchants, interested in the 
success of the institution, it was agreed to raise, by subscription, a sum 
sufficient for the erection of a buildmg for the permanent accommodation 
of the library. The contributors formed themselves into a company call- 
ed the Clinton Hall Association. The sum of $33,500 was raised during 
the year in sums varying from $1,000 to $100. A building was erected 
m the comer of Beekijian and Nassau streets, and, under theiname of 
Clinton Hall, was dedicated on the 2d of November, IS^O, with appro- 
priate ceremonies, to literature, science, and the arts. The entire cost 
9f the land and building was about $55,000. This left an indebtedness 
)r 8^1 ,500, secured by a mortgage which has been gradually reduced to 
^,000, which the net income of two years, arising from rents of rooms 
let occupied by the associati6n,will more than cancel. The Clinton 
Sail Association stands in the relation of guardian to the Mercantile Li- 
Maiy Association ; the latter bt* ing assured of a full and perpetual owner- 
thip iu the building as effectually as if the tide were in its own coporate 
MMne. On the removal of the library to the new building, it numbered 
1,000 volumes. 

^<ln 1830 the trustees of Columbia College conferred upon the institution 
wo scholarships, and in 1848 the University of the city of New York 
ilaced two foundations at the disposal of the directors of the association. 

''The class department originated with the board of 1838, and has been 
n active operaticm every succeeding year. I p to January, 1850, 1,281 
nembers have received instructions in the following branches: French 
anguage, 629; Spanish, 173; German, 93; Italian, 11; book-keeping, 
l25; penmanship, 89; chemistry, 48; music, 48; elocution, 43; drawing, 
1; mathematics, 11.'* 

The twenty-ninth annual report, presented January, 1850, contains the 
bUowing table^ exhibiting — 
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Annual additioiuf fif mamhum antf bookn^ namentlitureB for bookty Mnt rn 
cviptty ifn.^frwn thu \Uh of Novea^r, ItUO, in Ini January ^ IH60. 
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A copy of Clarendon's History of the Rebellion, marked "Public Library 
of New York, 1811," is now in the Society Library. 

In 1729 the Rev. Dr. MiUington, rector of Newington, England, 
bequeathed his library^ to the society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts. By this society the library of Dr. Millington was presented 
to the corporation of the city, for the use of the clergy and gentlemen of 
New York, and the neighboring provinces. The New York Society 
Library was founded in the year 1754, having for its object, as expressea 
in the original articles of association, ^^ the use and ornament of the city, 
and the advantage of an intended college." 

Smithes History of New York thus adverts to the subject: " In 1734 a 
set of ^ntlenien undertook to carry about a subscription towards raising 
a public library, and in a few days collected near GOO pounds, which 
were laid out in purchasing about 700 volumes of new, well chosen 
books," &c. 

The library of the corpration above alluded to, appearing to have been 
mismanaged, and at length entirely disused, the trustees of the New Yorlv 
Society Library offered to take charge of it, and to deposite their own 
collection with it in the City Hall. This proposal haviu^ been acceded 
to by the corpration, the institution thenceforward received the appella- 
tion of ^' The City Library " — a name by which it was commonly known 
for ajpngtiine. 

On this foundation the library increased and prospered. In 1772 a 
charier was granted to it by the colonial government, and the official 
style of "The New York Society Library " was adopted. The war of 
the Revolution, however, which soon after occurred, interfered with these 
pleasing prospects. The city fell into the possession of the enemy. The 
effect on all our public institutions was more or less disastrous, and to the 
library nearly fatal. An interval of no less than fourteen years here 
occurs in the history of the society. At length it appears from the minutes, 
that " the accidents of thg late war having nearly destroyed the former 
library, no meeting of the proprietors for the choice of tnistees was held 
from the last Tuesday of April, 1774, until Saturday, 21st December, 
1788, when a meeting was summoned, and the operations of the society 
were resumed. In 1789 the original charter was revived, and the society 
commenced almost a new collection of books. In 1793 a building was 
begun £)r the library in Nassau street. In this year the first catalogue 
of the books, with the charter, names of members of the society, ^^c, 
was printed, in 99 pp. 8vo. The library is said to have contained, at 
this time, 5*,000 volumes. In 1813 the second catalogue was published. 
The library then comprised about 13,000 volumes. In 1S26 a supplement 
Was published. The library then contained about 16,000 volumes. In 
IS36the trustees sold the prof)erty in Nassau street, and purchased a lot 
in Broadway, on which they have erected the present edifice. 

In 1H3S, when the last catalogue was printed, the library contained 
25,000 volumes. 

. In the year 1819 the society received a bequest of $5,000 from <M[iss 
Demilt. 

The library at present (1850) contains 35,0fJ0 volumes, a^ew manu- 
scripts of modern (late, maps and charts of gresit value, a few sheets of an- 
cient church music on vellum, numerous collections ot engravings, a small 
but beautiful collection of bronze medals, one set of casts of the Elgin mar- 
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bics, forty eightin nnmber,aii(l onesetof Waterloo medals, fifty in nnmber. 
About one thousand volumes arc annually added to the library. About 
two thousand dollars jKir annum are exf>ended for the purchase of books. 
There is no permanent fund. The rents of the building, the annual pay- 
ments and some minor sources, afford about nine thousand dollars annu- 
ally. The debt, however, is large, and leaves but a limited sum for in- 
crca<5e. The persons employed in the service of the library are a librarian, 
assistant, roAm keepcir, janitor, and a boy. A building was first erected 
for the library in 1794, previous to whicn the library was kept in the old 
City Hall. The present edifice was erected exi/rcssly for the library in 
!838"'39, at an expense of forty seven thousand dollars for the land and 
seventy thousand dollars forHhe building and furniture. The material is 
brick, with fayade and basement, <kc., of brown freestone. It fronts on 
Broadway 00 feet, and extends back 100 feet of uniform width. The 
principal floor is divided into two large and two small rooms. There is a 
lecture room below and a picture gallery above. The arrangement of the 
books upon the shelves is according to subjects, "but with as many anal- 
ogous subjects united as possible, in order to avoid the necessity of a com- 
plicated distribution in restoring continually the volumes returned, to their 
places." 

Catalogues of the library are known to have existed before the Revolu- 
tion, but the dates of their publication are not ascertained. BesidiV the 
catalogues of 1793, (99 pages 8vo.) 181 3, and supplement 1825, ( 1 35 pages 
8vo.,) a catalogue was j^riiited in 1838, containing 328 pages 8vo,, a 
su|)plement in 1841 of 72 pages, and another in 1843 of 24 pages. A new 
catalogue with the following title has just been published: "Alphabf?tical 
and analytical Catalogue of the New York Society Library, with the char- 
ter, bylaws, (fcc, of the institution, 8vo.: New York, 1850.'' Prefixed to 
the catalogue are a history of the library; the articles of subscription, 1764; 
the charter, 1772; acts of legislature, by laws, names of trustees since 
1754, and librarians since 1793; alphabetical -catalogue, 491 pages; cata* 
logtie of the Wiiithrop library. (This ancient and curious collection of 
bonks was presented by the late Francis B. Winthrop, esq. They were 
the property of his distinguished ancestor John Winthrop, the founder of 
Coiniecticut. It contains about 275 volumes.) An analytical index of 112 
pages follows the catalogue. This laborious and valuable work was pre- 
pared by Mr. P. J. Forbes, the present librarian. It is very handsomely 
printed. 

The library is open daily, Sundays ex<:epted, from 8 a. m. till sunset; 
but the reading rooms are opn till 10 p. ni. 

Persons entitled to the use of the library are, members who pay $25 for a / 
right, and then $6 annually, and temporary subscribers at .^10 per annum. ; 
Strangers may be introduced, for the use of the books, &c., in the rooms, - 
for one month. The number of members in 1793 was nine hundred. | 
The present number is eleven hundred. ' I 

Books are lent out, with the exception of very expensive woiks — those 
of reference, as encyclopaedias, dictionaries, bound newspapers,. &c. 
About 2,000 volumes (nearly H.OOO works) were charged in eight months. 
About 1 ,500 persons a year consult the library without taking away books. 
The trustees have full power to extend the use of the library to personsat 
a distance. Philip J. Forbes, librarian. 

Astor Library — 20,000 vols, — One of the noblest gifts to learning, 
of which any city can boast, is that for which not only New Yotk^ but ! 
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this whole country, owes a debt of lasting gratitude to the memory of 
John Jacob Astor. The munificence of the endowment is only equaHed 
by the judicious, enlightened^ and liberal provisions made for its useful- 
Des« and perpetuity. Mr. Astor died in 1848. 

The Astor Library was endowed by the. third codicil to his will, which 
was dated August 22, 1839, and is in these words: 

**I, John Jacob Astor, do make this additional codicil to my last will, 
bearing date the 4th day of July, in the year of our Lord 183o. 
. ** Desiring to render a public benefit to the city of New York, and to con- 
tribnte to the advancement of useful knowledge and the general good of 
society, I do, by this codicil, appropriate /o«r hundred thousand dollars 
out of my iesiduary estate to the establishment of a public library in the 
city of New York. 

** For this purpose, Tgive to my executors four hundred thousand dollariy 
to be taken from my personal estate, or raised by the sale oi parts of my 
real estates, to be made by my executors, with the assent of my son, Wil- 
liam B. Astor, upon condition and to the intent that the said amount be 
settled, applied, and disposed of as follows, namely: . 

** 1. In the erecting of a suitable building for a public library. 

" 2. In furnishing and supplying the same from time to time with 
books, maps, charts, models, drawings, paintings, engravings, casts, 
staUies, furniture, and other thiugs appertaining to a library for general use, 
upon thempst ample scale and liberal character. t 

" 3. In maintaining and upholding the buildings and other property,,, 
and in defraying the Accessary expenses of taking care of the property, 
and of the accommodation of persons cousuhing the library. 

'^ The said sum shall be payable one third in the year after my de- 
cease; one third in the year following; and the residue in'fequal sums, in 
the fourth and fifth years after my decease. 

** The said library is to be accessible, at all reasonable hours and times, 
Ibr general use, free of expense to persons resorting thereto, subject only 
to such control and regulations as the trustees may from time to time ex- 
ercise and establish for general convenience. 

*' The affairs of the institution shall be conducted and directed by eleven 
trustees, to be from time to time selected from the different liberal profes- 
, sions and employments in life, and the classes of educated men. The 
mayor of the city of New York, dunng his continuance in office, and the 
chancellor of the State of New York, during his continuance in office, 
shall always be trustee*^. The vacancies in the number of trustees occur- 
ring by death, resignation, incapacity, or removal from the State, shall be 
filled by persons appointed by the remaining trustees. The acts of a ma- 
jority of the trustees, at a meeting reasonably notified, shall be valid. 

** All theproperty and effects of the institution shall be vested in the said 
trustees. They shall have power to direct the expenditure of the funds, 
the investment, safe-keeping, and management thereof, and of the proper- 
ty and effects of the institution; also, to make such ordinances and regula- 
tions, from time to time, as they may think proper, for the good order and 
convenience of those who may resort to the library, or use the same; also, 
to appoint, direct, control, and remove the superintendent of the library 
and all librarians, and others employed about the institution; and, also, 
they shall have and use all powers and authority for promoting the ex- 
pressed objects of this institution, not contrary to what is herein expressed. 



[ISO] ^ 

and rear walls. PreevBntilatinn is also had by means of iron fret- work 
inserted in suitable portions of the ceiling. In the extreme rear are the 
two librarians' rooms^ to which access is had by means of the main 
galleries. 

"The first floor will contain the lecture and reading rooms, with accom- 
modations for 500 persons. The latter are located on each side of the 
building, and separated from the library hall stairway at the front en- 
trance by two corridors leading to the rear vestibule, and from thence to th« 
lecture room, still further in the rear. The basement contains the keep- 
er's rooms, cellars, coal vaults, hot-air furnaces, Jcc. The floors are 
composed of richly wrought mosaic work, resting on iron beams. 

'^ The library building in its exterior, especially as seen from the street, 
will present an appearance at once grand and imposing. The basement 
story will be faced with high rustic aiNiler, projecting six inches, thus im- 
parting an, extremely bold relief. 'I'he window frames are placed near 
the inside line of the wall, forming deep recesses, in order to secure the 
same effect. These consist nrimarily of six, occupying the central portion 
and admitting light to theliorary hall, placed three above and three below 
a given point — the upper connected with the lower by columns supported 
by figures representmg the genii of literature. Between these sets of 
windows is inscribed *Astor Library, 1849.' The remaining windows 
are two in number, one on either side of the entrance, and connected 
with the lecture room. 

"The amount authorized to be expended in the erection of the building 
is .$7^,000, and the contract is made within this sum — of course, exclusive 
of furniture and shelving. The latter will cost probably $8,000. Two 
years it is expected will be required to complete it. The architect is Mr. 
Alexander Saeltzer, from BerUn,apupil of the celebrated Schinkel. The 
entire appropriation for the library and building is $400,000, of which 
about one-half is to be funded for the benefit of the library, thus insuring 
to it a perpetuity such as similar institutions but seldom possess. Through 
the efforts of Mr. J. G. Cogswell, in I3ngland and on the continent, about 
20,(K)0 volumes have been collected, and are now in his keeping at No. 
32 Bond street, where they are accessible to visitors, though the public 
are not generally aware of the fact." 

The excellent management of this admirable institution is, we presume, 
mainly due to the learning, energy, and practical good judgment of the 
librarian, Joseph Green Cogswell, liL. I). At his suggestion an early 
appropriation was made for the purchase of books, at a time when the 
revolutions of Europe offered the best opportunity that has ever occurred 
to buy books cheap. The result is seen in the opening of the library 
with a superb collection of 20,000 volumes, purchased at probably one- 
half, or perhaps one-quarterof the price that they would have commanded 
at other times. 

Library of the Neic York Historical Society — 17,000 vols, — This so- 
ciety wasfouiided in 1804: incorporated in lfc!09. Its library (January 4, 
1849) contained: 

Printed books and pamphlets - - . 15,000 

Bound volumes of newspapers - - 1,305 

MSS., original letters, papeis, &c. - • 15,000 

Maps and charts - - - - - 2,100 

Engravings, several hundred — say • • 400 
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Medals, about • • . . • 200 

Coins, about .... - 1,400 

Also an extensive collection of Indian relics, curiosities, &c.; also, a col- 
lection of portraits, busts, &c. 

As neany all the additions are from donations, it is difficult to ascertain, 
from the records, the yearly average increase. The number added du- 
ring the year 184S, (f»rinted books and pamphlets,) was 1,290. From one 
to two hundred dollars are annually expended for the purchase of books. 
The society has no funds; the library is supported by annual subscriptions 
of its members. The society occupies leased rooms in the University of 
the city of New York. A catalogue, prepared by Rev. Timothy Alden, 
and the only one printed, was published in 1813, 139 pp. 8vo. A com- 
pete catalogue has recently been prepared, and is soon to be put to press. 
The library is open daily uom 10 until 2 in the morning, ana from 4 to 6 
in the evening, in summer, and from 7 to 9 in winter. Members 
of the society, and persons introduced by members, are entitled to the 
use of the books. Books are only to be consulted in the library. The 
yearly average number of persons consulting the library is estimated at 
five hundred. Jacob B. Moore, librarian. 

Since the above account was written, Mr. J. B. Moore has been appoint- 
ed postmaster in San Francisco, and has left his charge in New York. 
His son, George H. Moore, has succeeded him as librarian. The sum of 
thirty-five thousand dollars has already been obtained for the erection of 
a suitable building for the meetings of the society, and the preservation of 
its valuable collections. Of this sum, five thousand dollars were from a 
bequest of Miss Elizabeth Demilt, of New York, received in 1849. Mr. 
James Lenox subscribed five thousand dollars. 

Library of the Union Theological Seminary — 17,000 vols. — ^The library 
of this institution was found^ in 1S38. It is sometimes called, by 
courtesy, **The Van Ess Library," as having been purchased of the Rev. 
Lesander Van Ess, of Germany. It contains about 17.000 volumos, mostly 
theological. About 700 volumes were added in 1S47 by gift^ and othecs 
occasionally in like manner. The average annual increase cannot be 
stated. Tne library occupies a hall in the seminary building, Mo. 9 
University Place. The room Ls a parallelogram, about 65 feet in length, 
much broken by windows and badly contrived. The books are arranged 
on the shelves according to size. There is only a MS. catalogue. The 
library is opened each week day, except Saturday, from 10 o'clock a. m. 
to 3 or 4 p. m. ; closed from the 3d Wednesday in June to the 3d Wednesday 
in September. Persons entitled to tlie use of the library are: all connected 
with the seminary, and those who may have permission from a professor. 
The books are lent out. Of the number no estimate can well be made. 
Rev. Edward Robinson, D. D., librarian. 

Columbia Col'ese Library — 12,740 vols. — Columbia College received 
its charter in 1754. The library was founded about the year 1757. 
About this time Mr. Joseph Murray '^bequeathed to the college property 
worth about £8,000, including his library.'* Rev. Dr. Bristowe, of Lon- 
don, also bequeathed his Library of about 1,500 volumas. Prom these 
sources, from purchases, from presents by the Earl of Bute and others, 
and from the University of Oxford, the eollqge was in possession of a cdii- 
siderable library; when, on the 6th of Apru, 1776^ tne treasurer of the 
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college was ordered to prepare it in six days for the reception of troop§, 
*^The students were in consequence dispersed, the library and apparatus 
were deposited in the City Hall or elsewhere, and the college edifice was 
converted into a military nospital. Almost all the apparatus, and a lar^ 
proportion of the books belonging to the college, were wholly lost to it in 
consequence of this removal; and of the books recovered, OWO or 700 were 
so only after about thirty years, when they were found, with as many be- 
longing to the New Yorfc Society library, and some belonging to IVinity 
Church, in a room in St. Paul's chapel, where, it seemed, no one but the 
sexton had been aware of their existence, and neither he nor anybody 
else could tell how they had arrived there." [See Moore's Historical 
Sketch of Columbia College, page 62.] In 1792 "a large addition to the 
College Library was made by a grant of money obtained from the legislar 
ture. lu 1813 the college purchased the library of Professor Kemp. In 
1888 it purchased the library of Professor Moore, who was 'employed 
(or about a year in making a new arrangement and a catalogue of the 
whole library.'" The library contains (1849) 12,740 volumes, exclu- 
sive of pmnphlots, which, if bound, would form about 600 volumes more. 
A single Kgyptian papyrus, several volumes of engravings, a series of 48 
bronze medals illustrative of the Elgin marbles, and two marbles bearing 
Greek inscriptions, though of litde interest, belong to the library. About 
120 volumes have been added annually for the last ten years, and about 
$200 ex|)cnded annually for the purchase of books. The library room is 
44 feet by 20; and has, both on its lower floor and gallery, five alcoves on 
each side, lighted by as many windows. There is no printed catalogue. 
The library is opened twice a week while the college is in session, and 
from one to three o'clock p. m. each time. The officers of the college 
and the students of the three higher classes use the library, and without 
charge. Books are lent out, about six hundred annually. The yearly 
average number of persons consulting the library without taking out books 
is about one hundred and ten. Lefroy Ravenhill, librarian. 

The AppretUices^ Uhrarij — 14,000 vols, — The General Society of Me- 
chanics and Tradesmen (Nos. 32 and 34 Crosby street) was founcled A. D. 
1785. The Apprentices' Library, established in 1820 by this society, 
contains about 14,000 volumes, kept for the gratuitous use of the ap* 
prentices of the city. [New York State Register, 1846, page 319.] 

Libraty of the Theological hisiiiute of i/ie Episcopal C/iurch— 10 flOO 
vols. — The American Almanac, for 1850, gives tne date of the foundation 
of this institution as 1817, and states the number of volumes in its libra- 
ries to b(? 10,000. 

Librujy (£ the New York Hospital— GflOO vols, — The Society of the 
New York Hospital, New York city, was founded in 1770, and incorpo- 
rated June 13, 1771. The following account of its library is taken from 
a pamphlet, published in 1840, containing the charter, laws, &c., of the 
society, and of the IJloomingdale Asylum, page 68: 

"Upon the recommendation of the medical faculty of Columbia College, 
the governors of the hospital, in August, 1796, appropriated the sum of 
$j500 towards the purchase of a medical library ^ to which the members of 
that faculty contributed books from their private libraries, and part of their 
fees of public instruction. A hospital library was thus instituted, which 
was further augmented by the purchase of the medical library of the late 
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Dr. RomoY^ey in ISOO, and by the accession, in 1805, of the Ubrary of a 

?iYate association of physicians, then called *The Medical Society of New 
ork,' who gave their books on condition that they, and such of their 
sons as should become practitioners of medicine in the city of New York, 
should have free use of the hospital library. In 1805 the governors ap- 
propriated the annual sum of $250 for the purchase of books; and other 
larger additions were afterwards made to it, by special purchases and do- 
nations from time to time, amongst which was the valuable botanical li- 
brary of Dr. Hosack, bought by the hospital. 

" For some years past there have been appropriated for the support and 
increase of this library all the proceeds arising from the sale of tickets to 
students of medicine, which pennit them to see the practice of the house, 
to attend the clinical instruction, and to take books from the library. 
The moneys thus accruing are appropriated to the purchase of medical and 
scientific publications, selected by the library committee, (composed of 
three governors, one physician, and one surgeon,) to the payment of the 
librarian's salary, binding, and other contingencies. 

" The annual average expenditures and receipts on account of the pur- 
chase of books, are now from $;500 to $800. 

"The library now consists of more than 5,000 volumes, confined en- 
tirely to medicine and surgery, and those collateral branches of science 
(as chemistry, botany, &c.) specially connected with the healing art. It 
is believed to be as useful and complete in this department as a library 
can be madein that number of volumes, and contains many of the most 
splendid and cosily works on anatomy and natural history. During the 
last year the governors have fitted up, in the large hospital building, two 
spacious apartments, one above the other, communicating by a central 
spiral staircase, and deposited the library in them, the lower room being 
Qsed as a reading and consultation chamber." 

books may be lent free of charge to the present or former governors, 
physicians, surgeons, apothecaries, and other officers of the hospital; to all 
donors of books (approved by the library committee,) or money to the 
amount of .$25,- and to other persons on the payment of §5 a year. 

A catalogue of the books (194 pages Svo.) was published in 1845. It 
is very well prepared. It is alphabetical, with an alphabetical and analyt- 
ical index. The present librarian is John L. Vandervoort. 

Library of the Ameriean Institute — 6,000 vols, — *'The American Insti« 
tute of the city of New York was organized January, 1828; incorporated 
3!ay 2, 1829; for the purpose of encouraging and promoting domestic in- 
dustry. The library contains about 6,000 volumes, mostly works of re- 
ference for the mechanic, the manufacturer, the farmer, and the statesman. 
It is open, free of expense to all strangers and is conducted on more 
liberal principles than any other library in ourcountry.'* [New Yorl^ State 
Register, 1845, page 320.] 

Library of the Ntw York Law Institute — 4 424 vols. — The New York 
Law Institute was incorporated February" 22, 1830. Its library, com- 
posed almost exclusively of law books, contains (1850) 4,424 volumes. 
Its average increase is about 225 volumes a year. From the commence* 
ment of the institution, to 1850, the sum of §21,894 had been expended 
for books, making a yearly average of §1,094 70. The annual income, 
varying from $1,200 to 81;5U0, is derived from charges for membership^ 
(§80 for each member.) 
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The corporation of the city at present furnishes two rooms in the City 
Hall for the accon^niodationof the institute. The one used for the library 
is 50 feet by 56. The conversation room is 18 by 33. 

A catalogue was published in 1842, containing 120 pages 8vo. This 
catalogue, prepared dv Lewis H. Sanford> contains also '*a chronological 
list of contemporary English reporters." The library is open daily from 
8^ o'clock a m. to 6 p. m. Only those members of the New York bar 
wno belong to the institute are entitled to the use of the books; but those 
who do not practise law in the city, Kings county, or Jersey City, and 
strangers generally, are permitted to use the library free of charse. No 
book is allowed to be taken out of the library except to be used in tlia 
different courts in the City Hall. The present librarian is H. S. Dodge, 
54 Wall street. 

Libraries of the University of the city of New YorA— 4,000 vols. — ^This 
institution was founded in 1831. 

In the American Almanac for 1850 the number of volumes is stated as 
above. In the report of the regents of the Now York University, for 1830, 
the value of the library of the university is stated to be |$7,000. 

The lAhrary of the Mec/uznics^ Institute — 3,000 vols. — The Mechanics' 
Institute of New York, 105 Bowery, New York city, was founded in the 
winter of 1830-'3l, and incorporated April 24, 1833. The library contains 
at present about 3,000 volumes. ^Fhe funds of the institute are derived 
from assessments of members, school-fairs, exhibitions, lectures, dec. A 
catalogue of the library was printed in 1835, containing 26 pages 12mo.; 
and another in 1844, of 64 pages 8vo. The library is open daily, Sun- 
days ejccepled, Members only are entitled to the use of it; others may be 
admitted by courtesy. The books are lent out, with the exception of large 
and valuable works-. Edward Henry, actuary and librarian. 

^^ This institution was founded for the purpose of promoting the general 
diffusion of useful knowledge among the mechanical classes by nieantf of 
lectures on natural and mechanical philosophy and other scientific sub* 
jects; 1}y founding a library and museum; by forming classes for mutual 
improvement; holding conversational meetings ^ debates, and discussioi'* 
for the benefit of its members; by having from time to time publie exhi- 
bitions for the promotion of excellence in the mechanical arts; and by es* 
tablishing schools for educating on the most approved principles, as. well 
as on the most reasonable terms, the apprentices and children of its mem- 
bers. During the brief space of time this institution has existed, all ami 
even more has been accomplished than its deserving founders could rea- 
sonably have expected. 

'^ Connected with the library is a reading-room, amply supplied with 
the most popular and scientific American and foreign periodicals. 

'* The terms on which persons may become members, and with their 
families cnioy all the privileges of the library, reading-room, lectures, 
meetings, clobates, classes, exhibitions, school, &c., ore: initiation fee, 
$1, and a yeariy payment of ,$2. Life membership $25." 

Printers* Heading- Room and L/Amry— 2,500 ro/j.-r-Thc New York 
Typographical Society was instituted in 1809, for the purpose of affording 
relief to mdigent and distressed members and their families, and to other 
proper objects of charity. In 1818 the society was incorporated; re-cliar- 
tered in lb'32 for fifteen years; and in 1847 incorporated under the general 
law of the State, enacted in 1848. The members commenced making do- 
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latiorra of books to establish a library in4823; contributions have been 
uade from time to time, and at present the library numbers about 2,500 
rolumes, comprising many valuable works in nearly every department of 
iterature. The increased interest manifested in the society during the 
past year has extended to the library. Many valuable donat^ns of books 
iave been received from publishers and others, and the society has been 
mcouraged to procure a suitable room for the library and reading-room, as 
veil as for social intercouR^. The success of this commendable project 
leems now to be fully assured. [See address of Peter C. Baker, printed 
n " Proceedings at the Printers' Banquet, January 17, 1850:" 8vo: 
Vew York. The rooms obtained for library and reading room arc at 300 
Broadway. Address G. C. Savage, 13 Chambers street.] 

Library of the Lyceum of Natural History — 1 ,653 vols, — The Lyceum 
rf Natural llistory,in the city of New York, was founded in 1818. The 
ibrary contains 1,G53 volumes, consisting chieflv of works on natural 
iiistory, voyages, travels, &c., containing natural liistory, and the trans- 
ictions of kindred societies. The lyceum has, also, extensive collections 
in mineralogy, geology, fossils, ci>nchology, ichthyology, entomology, 
miphibia, reptiles, radiata, corals, botany, and small collections of birds 
ind quadrupeds. Very few books have been purchased. Nearly all are 
lonations from individuals, or have been received from societies in ex- 
^iiange for the publications of the lyceum. Tiie rooms occupied by the 
society consist of three large apartments on the 2d floor of the large fire- 
proof building. No. 059 Broadway, and known as the medical department of 
theUnivjersiiyof the city of New York. The premises are leased, by the 
lyceum , of the Medical Faculty for the tenn often years. A catalogue of 
tlie books was printed in 1825, 8vo.; another in 1830, 72 pp. 8vo. A 
Dew one has been prepared, and will shortly he printed. The library is 
open every Monday evening, during the meeting of the society. Mem- 
bers have access at any time, on application to the librarian. Books are 
lent out to members Persons of staiidjiig in science, residing at a dis- 
tance, have, by special vote of the society, l)een allowed to take out any 
vork from the librory. This is seldom done. Any person not a mem- 
ber, wishing to consult the books, can do so ou application to the librarian. 
Robert H. Brownnc, 39 Crosby street, librarian. 

7%c American atid Lhrcisra Uible Society possesses a library, which, 
iccordins? to the Baptist Aluianac for 1850, contains 1,576 volumes. 

The CoUeae of P/tysicififis and Su'js^eons in the city of A'etr York pos- 
lesses a library of 1,200 volumes, valued at .$1,500. [Regents' report, 
1850.] 

The American JMnolofficni Society^ Ne^c Yor/c city. — The object of 
he society, thus far, has been the preparation and publication of original 
nemoirson ethnok>gy. A few hundrad |>arnphlcts and l>o<)ks have been 
iresentcd, a list of which is prefixed 4o the 2i vi>iume of its transactions. 
[C is intended to form a cabinet at an early day. John Russell Bartlett, 
secretary. 

Free Acarlcmyof New York City. — This establishment has but recently 
^mmenced oi^erations. Preparations for a library are making, which, it 
s lioped, may be realized at ho, distant day. Horace Webster, president. 

Mis.— 7 
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IMfwry of the Lyceum of LAternturey Science^ and Mechanic Arts. — 
Pounded April 6, 1^8. Contains about 650 vohimes, of which 295 arc 
periodicals und pamphlets; a small collection of manuscripts, maps^ 
chfiTtB, engravings; large cotiections of minerals and natural curiositfes. 
Increases at the rate of about 10() volumes annually. A catalogue in 
12mo. was printed in 1845. Open daily from 1 to 6 p. m.^ Sundays 
excepted. 

The Library of the Lyceum is free to members and their femilics, to 
nv^houi books are lent out. The lyceum furnishes the public, gra^nitonsly; 
with a course of weekly lectures, from distinguished men, during the 
winter. This has "been kept up for several years. J. J. Underbill, K. C. 
Smuhwick, O &wan, committee. 

The Public Library occupies the rooms of the lyoeum, and contains 
over 3,000 volumes. 

ROCHRSTER. 

Athenmim Ubrary — 5,050 i-^Z*. — Founded in 1832. The library con- 
tains 5,050 volumes, 18 maps, and a small collection of minerals. A 
public building has been erected, one half of which is occupied by the 
athenasum, and the other by the '* Library of the Court of Appeals.'^ 
Above is a splendid hall for lectures, ^•2 feet by 70, and 27 feet high, 
called '^Corinthian Hall.'' The library rooms are 80 feet long, 34 teet 
wide, and 15 feet high. 

A catalogue was printed in 1847,(40 pages 8vo.;) another is in press. 
The library is open every day (Sundays excepted) from 8 o'clock a. m. 
to 9^ p. m. Any person, by paying one dollar per annum, can become a 
member of the association. Two books can be taken out on one name, 
and they are usually kept ou|ifrom two to four days. About 2,000 per 
week are thus lent. L. R. P. Stockion, librarian. 

LAbrary of tlie Court of Appeals-^ ConMns 3,400 volumes of law and 
miscellaneous books, a part of the old Chancellor's Library of the State of 
New York. 

This is the proper place to notice a publication of great value to the 
bar of this city, and which deserves to be imitated in other places. It is 
"A catalogue of law books in the different libraries in llochester on the 
3l8t August, 1847, with references to the several owners of each, by 
William F. Liddle. 8vo., b'y pages: Rochester, 1817." This catalogue 
contains the law-books in G.J private libraries, besides those in the public 
library. The catalogue is alphabetical, and under each title all the 
attorricys owning the books are referred to by means of numbers. An 
index of subjects is appended to the catalogue. • 

SCHENECTADY. 

Ufiion College Libraries — 1 4,526 w&. — The college library wai» found- 
ed (with the college) in 1795, and contains 7,776 volumes. The yearly 
average number of volumes added to the library for the last ten years is 
468. The anryial expedituro for books during the same period is $400 39. 
An imperfect catalogue, intended merely for present use while the librarian 



is preparing one more perfect, was prtntdd in 1846, (BOpag^s 13mo.) The 
new catalogue is neariy completed. The library is opened twice a week^ 
t)ne hour each time. Officers, students, and resident gfraduales are enti- 
tled to the use of the library. About 2,110 volumes arelej^t .out annually. 
Jonathan Pearson, librarian. 

The societies of under graduates possess 6,750 volumes. 
v/iko Yinmg Akn^;/ AssooiaiwH--^^iOO voU. 
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Libr^ of thB Youns[ Men^s Association — 4,000 vols. — ^Thi3 .as^oqiar 
tion was founded in 1835. The library contains 4,000 volames, ISmapSi 
Bnd[40 engravings. The yearly average increase i^ about ISO volumes; th^ 
average expenditure about $100 per annum. There is a small fund of 
S1,8(K), raised by the sale of life* membership tickets, the inteieatof whieb 
goes into the contingent fund for general expenses. The library room is 
36 fi^t by 1&, newspaper room 40 by ^iO, and one room 36 by 18, contain* 
ing 200 volumes ^f newspapers bound. A catalogue (32 pages 8yo.) was 
printed in 1845. The library is open for tlie delivery of books isQm 11 
to 1 oVlock, and from 7 to 9 in the evening, of every weekday. Mi 
members of the association are entitled to free access to the library, ajkaU. 
hours of the day, by an ^nnual payment of $2. Clergymen of all A^wHXir 
tnations are 'honorary members, and entitled to all the benefits of the mr 
sociauon. Books are lent out to members of the association — about 14,jU(;^ 
annually. About 3,000 persons consult the library annually without taking 
away books. 

7%c Lyoetfm vf Nmtvr€i Hision/ possesses a library) besides, a vi^uabte 
cabinet. 

XJTICA. 

Library cf the Young Men*s Association — ^2,200 polo. 

WEST POINT. 

lAbmry of ike United States Military Academy— 15^000 f»b.— This 
library was founded in 1812, and contains (January 1, 1849) about 15,000 
volumes, exclusive of pamf^lets. 
it has, of manusctipts, 4 volumes* 
maps and charts, 100. 
music, 4 volumes, 
engravings, 55 volumes^ 
busts, 4. 
l^aintings, (portraits) 10. 
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Additions to the library since 1838: 
In 1838, 250 volumes. In 1843, 171 volumar 



it 

16 



1844, 50 
1849, 130 

1846, 25 

1847, 60 
Average expenditure, for tiie \mt 



it 



1839, 602 

1840, 169 

1841, 377 

1842, 108 
Average, 192 volumes per annnm, 

ton years, ft838 43. There is no permanent fund for the increase of the 
library. There is usually an appropriation made by Congress of $1,000 
annually for the librarv, but for the years 1846, 1847, abd 1848, no sucli 
appropriation was maae. The sum of |^1,500^ however, was given for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1849. 

The library occupies one wing of a gneiss building, of the Eliza- 
bethan style of Gothic architecture, erected in 1840 and 1841. The re- 
maining portion of the building cont'^ins four ptiblic offices and 'rooms for 
philosophical apparatus; the east tower bearing a transit mstrument, the 
middle one arfequatorial telescope, and the went one a mural circle. The 
cost of the entire building was $50,216 86. 'J^he library-room is 46 feet 
square, with a gallery and two tiers of cases. Height of'^romn 31 feet. 

The books are arranged up^n the siielves according to subjects — alpha- 
betically under subjects. There are two printed catalogues— the nrst, 
August, 1822, 22 pp. 8vo.; the second, 12S30, 132 np^ Hvo.; and one in 
manuscript, nearly complete, will probably be printeu soon. The library 
is open daily, Sundays excepted, between 8 and 12 a. m., and between 
1 p. m. and sunset. Only members of the ius(titution and oliicers resi* 
ding at the post are entitled to the use of the l^Doks. Cadets may draw 
books on Saturday, to be returned on the ensuing Monday — at other 
times by special permission of the superintendent in writing. Officers 
can draw four volumes— professors, eight volumes — for a period not exceed- 
ing two months. The annual number drawn is on an average 1,1^70. 
Thf^ yearly average number of persons constilting the library without 
taking out books is -between 6,000 and 7,000, exclusive of strangers, of 
whom there are a good many who visit the library during the siunmor. 

The officers are a librarian, a member of the academic staff; and an 
assistant hbrarian, a private soldier. The oflice of librarian is at pres- 
ent (January, 1849) vacant. Andre Freis is the assistant librarian. 

ACADKMY LiniiAniKfl, (157 IN NUMUKIl) — 66,142 VOLS.. 

The annual reports of the Regents of the LTniversity of the State of New 
York enable us to give (what wo would gladly be able to furnish with 
respect to the other States of the Union) an exact list of the academy 
libraries, with the number of volumes contained in euch. 

The volinnes in the libraries for the last three years number as follows: 



No. of acadenriif«. 



In 1848, 153 academio^ reported . 

In 1849, 154.. ..do do. . . . 

In 1850, 157. . ..do do.. . . 



No. of volumcii. 



63, 365 
65, 524 
66, 442 



Averoge number. 



414 
4^1 
423 
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e followitijflistor acadomim, witli tlie nainber of volumes in the 
niic library, and the value of the library, is taken fromthe (>3d annual 
of the regents, made to the legislature Match Ij 1850: 



NanMi or acadeiaiM. 



tray at I.iftle p'alls 

lotv Academy. 

ly Academy 

ly Female Academy 

ly FeiTiate Seminary 

n Academy 

I Academy 

liiK Seminary. .. .: 

Academy 

jrdam Female Seminary . . . 

e Acndcmy • 

rn Academy 

m Female Seminary 

Kta Acadeiny 

a Academy 

leminary 

lanilnii Academy 

.port Collegiate Institute. . . . 

.field Academy 

lyn Pi^iiinle Academy 

ndge \V;ishi[i^toii Academy 

idui^uit Academy 

ohariu Academy 

'0 Academy 

CollegiiMc Seminary 

;{a Academy 

iplaiii Academy 

y Valley Academy 

er Academy 

nick Academy 

m Academy 

in Grammar School 

m T-iibcral IneDtule 

r Street Seminary 

nd Academy 

ndville Academy 

ckie Academy 

■are Academy 

are Literary Institute 

ryter Institute 

less County Academy 

lloomfield Academy 



Ni>. of Tolurnm 
inlheBcad«mlc 



384 
166 
797 

:,ti«a 

7U7 



270 
397 
126 
181 
113 
163 
616 
130 
687 
186 
141 

1,660 
306 
628 
189 
126 
307 
322 
237 
129 
170 
340 
346 
340 

1,177 
326 

1,086 
474 
313 
771 
685 
242 
276 
361 



$329 00 
169 00 

1,646 00 
968 00 
90U 00 

397 OO 

398 60 
1,698 00 

280 00 
390 oa 
194 00 
164 00 
163 OO 
301 00 
666 00 
169 00 
660 in 
198 00 
166 00 

1,220 00 
498 OU 
400 (10 
277 00 
180 00 
374 00 
396 OU 
272 0<l 
211 00 
217 00 
221 00 
232 0(1 
260 00 

1,000 00 
226 00. 

1,100 00 
461 00 
160 00 

1,026 00 
620 00 
3« 00 
190 00 
SCO 00 



imj 



103 

List of ACADfiMIBS-^Coiitmue*. 



Names of academies. 



No. of TQlumeA 
intheacadernic 
library. 



> k i • • b k 



hVa'* •*•&« 



V^ •■»v^-»vv 



«^»Vi'«kV-* 



» V • V • 



v. V 



Elmira Academy 

Erasmus Hall Academy 

Pairfirtd Academy 

it'alley Seminary. 

Pirtitei^s Hall Academy ..... 

i^dyetteville Academy • 

^ort. Covington Academy . . . , 

FVanklin Academy, (Malone)* 

^r'afiklin Academy, (Prattsburgh) 

VieAoxiieL Acadei-rty. . 

PViefidship Academy 

wl^*^y Academy.. J . 

Odnesee Wesl^yan Seminary * • * s * . . . * ^ v . ^ 

fcWniBsee and Wy^^ttiing Seminary 

^Irfnes^ Academjr • • . , 

TOnoa Acadenty i ^... 

6Mbert&villeAdadem)r and Collegiatelnstimte 

Cfren* trails Adad^mly % v .^ . * w w * v^ 

Oourefneur Wesleyin Seminary .....%»%.* 
Gfr'atonlar School of Columbia Ooliege * w v. 
fcffatririar School Uiiiv. City of N»w York... 

te'ahvUle Academy.. ^* . . .> .w .^v 

(jreenbush and Sidhodack Academy.. * v . > « . 

Orfe^Tille Acaldemyi ^ * . . v.. . 

firt'otntt Academy 

fifeiiiiiHon Academy 

ttartwick SeralinaiY. 

ft6b£lrt Hall Institute 

JSiifebardsville Academy . . 

ttddsoti Acadqmy. 

hhaca Acadendy , 

JaVnfestown Aciad*|=my .... 

Jtefiehjon Academy 

JifefiWson CouDty Institute 

Johtisftown Academy 

Jordan Academy 

ttfeeslEltiJie AcadeYny 

Einderhook Academy . . . 
fcingsboro' Academy .... 
Kingston Academy 



'••*••. 



V . '. 



Lanjingburgh Academy , . 

Le Roy Female Seminary. ....... 

Lfbertj Normal Institute 

hoMrviile Academy. 



■• '•'•'• • H ■»••' 



348 
2,065 
4dl 
203 
379 
S25 
100 
173 

1,47.1 
117 

1,677 
412 
777 
■ 133 
. 320 
258 
37« 

dm 

»17 

160 

298 

■805 

. 864 

688 

97 



444 
197 

in-i 

187 

218 
fl^O 
1/54 
534 
441 
581 
129 
326 



Value of library. 



$288 
496 
84f> 

.19(> 
182 
235 
l«l 

419 
6e20 

168 
3»7 

iv4tie 
4a» 

800 
S02 
401 
963 
>Mi» 
362 



DO 

oo 
oa 
m 
ue 
oa 

09 
OS 
OS 
OS 
OS 
OS 
OS 
OS 
OS 
00 

OS 
OD 



• *4»'i • •.-*i'k«l» 



}l!8SO0 

trntm 

1^ 00 
334 00 
SfWOD 

1,1)59 M 

di»<)SO 

' 168!«t) 
<S8:«0 

sgfe #9 
211 m 

574» 01) 

prum 

l((t OQ 
t(7 (U 
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LI§T OF ACADEMIES— Cimliilnea. 



Qisai 



Kiunei of acadenriea. 



idon Academy 

ills Academy 

viUe Academy 

coAcaJeniy 

lebiit-y Academy 

'illo Academy 

roe Academy 

tgomery Academy 

ivia Institute 

lit Pleasant Academy 

ro Actidcray 

fier jn Academy 

burgh Academy 

Paltz Academy ' 

York Free Academy 

1 Salem Acailemy 

rich Academy 

]a Literary li^etitute 

nisburgh Academy 

da; Coijfeieiice Seminary .... 

idtiga Academy 

Tio Female Seminary 

Acadeiity 

fo Academy 

fd Academy 

skil Academy 

ps Utiion Seminary 

sburgh Academy .^ 

pey Academy 

[bkeepsie Female A«idamy.. 

srille Academy 

Creek Union Academy 

tselaer Institute 

tselaerville Academy 

lebeck Academy 

Acadetny , . 

Lester (JInllegiate Institute. .; , 

tester Female Academy 

e Academy 

^s Female Institute 

Ilirber tnstitnte 

.awrence Academy 

I Lake Academy .,.,....,.. 
[Uoit Academy,. 



129 
3<>1 
171 
480 
736 
193 
144 



tit 

1,321) 

314 

. ..aiL 

414 

. ,237 

not slater). 

253 

558 ■ 

191 

, .312 

. I,.a81 

• : SM 



..491) 

. a» 

,.1,2I» 



.146 
351 
213 
201 
188 
407 
197 . 
3* 
141 
284 
1.7q 
133 
!,3«3 

»9 
649. 
242 

83 



S163 00 
273 U« 
152 W 
640 0« 
■7«0» 
180 0» 
159 «l 
1S« 0» 
409 0» 

t,o»w 

308 on 
176 M 

370 oe 
282 m 
369:00 
524. :0U 
455 00 
192 00 
393 00 
1,328 00 
450 W 

478 oa 

330 00 
23i 0« 
iU2 0( 
2lfl' m 
416 Wl 

215 on 

374 00 

186 no 

150 00 

206 00 

1,035 00 

. 169 UO 

292 00 

224 00 

. 3iS 0« 

176.110 

U7«9 

2, 141 no 

1^ 00 
;428 0i) 

.; 181 00 
iri 90 
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LIST OF ACADEMIES— Continued. 



NamM of academies. 



Schenectady Lyceum and Academy. 

Sclioharie Academy ^ . . . . 

Sclmylerville Academy 

Seneca Falls Academy 

Seward Female Seminary 

Sherburne Union Academy 

Spenccrtown Academy 

Springviile Academy 

S. S. Seward Institute 

, Starkey Seminary 

' Stillwater i^eminary 

Troy Academy... 

Troy Female Seminary 

Union Hall Academy. 

Union Literary Society 

Union Village Academy 

Ulica Academy 

Utica Female Academy 

Vernon Academy 

Wallkill Academy. .••... 

Walworth Academy 

Washington Academy • . 

Westfield Academy 

Whitehall Academy 

Whitesboro' Academy.^ 

Whitestown Seminary 

Wilson Collegiate Institute • • 

Windsor Acaaemy *...•. 

Yates Academy 



Totals, 



No. nf Tolitmr. 


Value of librarf . 


inlhcKoitltiuic 


• 


library. 




325 


Mgo 00 


219 


272 00 


160 


173 00 


243 


438 00 


358 


40i 00 


514 


521 00 


213 


159 00 


127 


180 00 


82 


150 00 


860 


539 00 


304 


361 00 


338 


SOU. 06 


.«09 


1, 379/00 


464 


634 00 


132 


12t 00 


432 


337 00 


185 


236 00 


76 


164 00 


374 


320 00 


318 


330 00 


114 


164 UO 


359 


360 00 


424 


478 00 


. . ISO 


164 00 


163 


100 00 


. 821 


880 00 


671 


627 00 


1!S1 


189 00 


329 


324 00 


66,442 


69,881 



SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARIEB^ (8,070 IN NUMBER)— 1,338,848 VOLUMBBw 

" The number of volumes in the school district libraries was, in 1844^ 
1,146,250; in 1845, l,203,139;-in 1846, 1,310,986; and in 1847, 1,338,848- 

^^ Selections for the district libraries are made from the whole ran^ of 
literature and science, with the exception x)f eontraversial books, political 
or religious. History, biography, poetry; philosophy, mental, moral and 
natural; fiction — ^indeed every department of human knowledge c#ntri- 
butes its share to the district school library. The object of this great 
charity was not merely to furnish books for- children, but to establish in 
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ill the school districts a miscellaneoiis library suited to the tastes and 
^liaracters of every age." 

** By means of thhs diffusive benevolence, the light of knowledge pfene- 
:nites eycry portion of the State, and the sons of our fenners, merchants^ 
Tiechaiiics, and laborers have daily access to many well selected books, 
A' which, but for this sagacious policy of our State, a majority of them 
A'ould have never heard. If knowledge is power, who can calculate the 
energy imfKined to the people of this State by the district school and dis- 
trict library?'' [See Annual Report of the Superintendent of Common 
Schools, January 2, 1849.] 

** In IS35 the districts were, by act of legislature, authorized to tax 
themselves §20 each the first year, and $1(1 each year afterwards, for th« 
^|^tab]ishQient of a library. But few districts availed themselves of this 
privilege. In 1S38 it was made imperative upn each district, the State 

Eying half of the sum." These libraries are "not so much for the 
uefit of children attending school as for those who have completed their 
common-school education. Its main design was to throw into school 
districts, and to place within the reach of all their inhabitants, a collection 
of good works on subjects calculated to enlarge their understandings^ and 
store their minds with useful knowledge." [Report^ 1S36.] 

NEW JERSEY. 

BURLINGTON. 

College Library — 1,000 vols. — Founded A. D. 1846; contains about 
1,000 volumes, 3 MSS., 25 maps and charts, a good collection of sacred 
music, and several hundred coins. No catalogue has been printed. The 
library is open daily irom 3 to 4 p. m. Books are freely lent, mostly to 
•todents, to be returned in a week. The college is yet in its infancy^ 
and of course no annual average of expenditure or use can be stated. 
Rev. A. Frost, librarian. 

NEWARK. 

LAbrary of the Neiv Jersey Historical Society — 826 vols. — The society 
was instituted in 1845. The library was definitely located in Newark in 
the year 1846. It contains 825 volumes, 410 pamphlets, 760 mann- 
•cripts, 20 maps, 2 portraits, and several engravings. The lai^r por- 
tion of the collection has been presented. About f^lSO per annum have 
been appropriated to the purchase of books and MSS. The society occu- 
mes a room in a building erected by the Newark liibrary Association. 
^The room is 48 feet by 18, and 12^ high. No catalc^e of its collections 
has been printed. There is no specified time for the opening of the 
library. Members have access on application to the librarian. The .books 
aie not lent out. Samuel H. Pennington, librarian. 

The Library InstittUion—SfiOO vols. — ^This institution was chartered 
by the State in 184-. The library contained in 1849 3,000 volumes, 
open to the public on the most liberal terms. A handsome building has 
been erected expressly for the institution. W. A. Whitehead, secretary. 
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NRW HHUNffWtCK. 

Hnffeera CoUpj^a /^'ftr/iry— H,0(M) vnlti. — KulK<^rB Oollrjje wo« (Aunded 
in 17^0. ^riie lilirary whk coinii)otM*od iiliont tno ynar 1H)7, atid contains 
(Jiinuary, 1M\>; not Dir from H^OOO vulunjitH. It increuseN ut tha rate of 
about li';!! volinncN in^r annum. 

IVrsonn ontiih'd to una llio lilirary arc: oflicurs of ttit* ioMtitntioni 
grntnitouf<ly; MudKnitH of (h» rollof^O) un<l of ilin theologirnl istc.ltool, by 
payiiiK onn dollar |M;r nnnurn. Nono oxcont proftmHors and sttudenta aro 
nllow<Ml to inko hnakn from tlio librtuy. riio nundier tliat consult the 
library M^ithoiit tnking bocks Ih vi^ry liniitod* l'rofuM»i>r (J« K. Van 
llenKiudti librarian. 

OKANOK. 

Lyceum lAlmiry-^X ,n(K) vol$, 

TAbrancH of iliQ Colleffe of N/tp Ji rum/ — 16,00() W.t.— Tho College of 
Now Jv.THny AVHs foundnd in I74<). TIkj roll(!g(? library was comnmnced 
as early ixh 17(3/), but wan ontiiidy ConMirnod in IHOI by tlin firn which 
d(!.slroyrd llio collcgo Imildin^. Tlu! prcjwMit library (August, 1H41)) con- 
tains \)f{)i){) volnnioN, nnd upwards. It has a rollrrtion of rniipM, and aim) 
a HUiall onct of UMMlals and coins, and has lalftly rcn^iivtHl rnorc than S|(HX) 
■ulpiliurolN — fuc*8iniilrK of iinoi^nt llornan and otiir.r coinM. For 90Xi\B 
yearn (Xictt about £;400 {jer annum havo boen axpnndcd for t(H3 pur» 
cliftf4o of bookn. Thu library iH kftpt in a room (W) f<;n( by H'Sf and i$ tr« 
rar»ged arcordin^ to vubjer.tM. 'I hero is no printrd catalogno, oxcepi 
one printed in 1700, in iVimo. The library is o|)en twice a wenk— om 
hour each (irno. PerK(UUi ontitle<l to the use of thn library are, the in- 
fitrurtor.s nnd students of the collcf^e and theological Hemitiary,and riwi* 
dent grudu.'itr^s. Dooks nrr. Innt out, and occasionally to persons at a dis* 
tance. Professor (^. M. (ii^er, librarian. 

'J^here art' connertod widi the c.olh^e two literary socioiinH |ioy.8dAjrfng 
librari«M<--^nan»'ly: thn Amoricat) Whig »^ociety ha^ 3,ri0() vohnneai; th« 
(yliosophic iSocioly •'i)50() volutneH. Knob of these societies has a hand* 
Nome building, erected exclu.<^ivoly f<)r it.s purposes by its members. Both 
are oonducU^d with much spirit. 

Lihnvy of thn T/mdo^ial t^htnin^try — 9,000 wi/.?.—- This instihirion 
went into n]KM'ation in the year JHji^, with a small number of booksi 
The pn)i«ent number of volumes may be from i^,000 to 10,000, mostly 
tlmoUngicHl, incltidin^ all the Polyglots and most of the Fathersi lH««i(lel 
a very valiniblo eollectioti of about 1,000 volumes oi bound pinnphltsis, 
collected tnostly by one individual. It is a very choif^i anci valuablo 
library. Most ol the booka have inum presented; there is^ therefurei no 
unifortnity in the nuinU^r of books added yeiirly. No ecitain stun ia do* 
V(»te<l lumiially to thv purchase of books, 'i'he average atuuial expendi« 
tore wr>uld not excenrl ij|i!iOO. On one occasion a private library wa6 pur« 
rlinsed i(>r nhotit one theusund dolhu's. 

A be.'iutirul (lotliic building, SO feet by 50^ of brown stone, lifts been 
erected by the liberality of a single individtial. The iloors are of marble. 
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*he raof is slated. Tlio whole, except the Testibule, is ih one room> 
ritli a gallerjr. Thoro are alcoves on the two $ido8 o( tlie room. 

The arrangement of th<^ books is pirtly by siibjei'ts, but not uniformly. 
!*he library is gnen twice a week lor taking out books; and every day, 
>und»y exi^ofUeil, for consultation. The professors and students of the 
eHnfiiiinry and of Nvw Jersey (College ore eniitU'd to the use of the 
rbniry. Tiie institution is routiected with the Presbyterian denonuua* 
LOii. Rev. A. Alexander, 8. 1\ D., librariau. 

TRRNTON. 

Siate Library — 5,000 iv&. — This library was organised in IRil, and 
'ontuins o,iH^ volmncs. Ii has oi^ voUimo, of about 600 pai«es,of letters 
u nianusoript, most of thoni fnuu men who served their country in 
he Revolution — a numlHT of (iienenil Wajslii niton's. 

Thert^ is an annual appn>priation of #i2i"0 for the pun^hase of bo<>ks. 
Hie library occupies an npi^rtnient in the State House. Two eat- 
klogues have been printtxl^the first in ISSb^, 3ti pi\gos 8vo. ; thn sei^nid 
ti 1847, 37 pages 8vo. The library is oynew daily during the ses- 
Uond of the legislature and the State courts, and also of the United States 
>inirts which sit at Trenton. I'he persons entitleti to the use of the 
Mwka are, officers of (he executive ue|)artineiit, members of the legisla* 
turBjautl members of the New Jersey bar. William 1). Hart, State 
ifamlan* 

PhilamftibeaH Library -- 300 wife. — The Philomathean S*>ciety ol Tren- 
:on Academy has begun to collect a library, by the voluntary contribu- 
ions of its members and others. About 300 volumes have already been 
»ceiv«d. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

ALLKOIIANY CITY. 

LU*ranj of ihv Western TAcc'o^tercj/ iSfWii/w/y of the Prts^yterurn 
Uhvrvh — 5,000 vi}h. — The library was fouiuled in I8*i7, when the insti- 
tition contmonced its operations, and contains (January, l8-W)5it)tH> Vol- 
inies. The incnnise during the test ten years has been small. A legacy 
lias been loft, to Iw pnnanetnly inresteil and applied to the increase of 
he hbrary. It will probably yield about ;|90 or (tiOO per annum, ami 
rmH soon be available. 

The library is in one of the wings of the seminary edifice, on the ^\v\ 
itory. 'l>ie bas<^ of the library is a tloor l>^^joc^mg stnue six feet \wn the 
wall, with a railing on its niarvin. The centre is oi>en Ufmi the thx^r of 
the second story. It was designed, ni the con5trueti<'>n of the building, 
fnr a lihwry-n>oni. Its niaturial is brick, and Its dhnet\sions are ^0 by 
30 feel; lu iixht, 1 1 feet Irom the lloor, and 23 or 24 fi^t ftt>m the tleelr^ 
the second story in the centre. 

The bin)ks arc arrangtnl U|xni the shelves accorilingto size. Annmd the 
reiling. abi>vc the shelves, is a broad border, on which the letters oi the 
nlphabel are priiited— one above each tier of stw^lves. On the margin of 
iiach shelt*, small letters are placed in alphabetical order, (hi the back of 
f»ach lHH>k is inscribed its Hund)er on its appropriate shelf. On the inside 
jif tlie cover is this same number^ together with tlie large and small letters^ 
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and the whole number as it advances, with the name of the institution. 
In the catalogue the books are arranged according to subjects; each book^ 
under its appropriate division, having the number and letters referring 
its tier and shelf. Thus, by afreference from the catalogue, every bool 
may readily be found, and, by the marks on the book, may quickly " 
returned to its place. The whole number is of no furtlier use in the plai 
than to indicate the number of books in the library There isBsyet no. 
printed catalogue, but a good one in manuscript. 

The library is opened, statedly, on4*e a week, and kept open one how 
each time. The professors and students only are entitled to its use. BjT'l 
courtesy tlie use may be allowed to others. The faculty have the super- 
vision of the library: they appoint one of the students annually to attend to 
the duties of librarian. Rev. David Ij^Iliott, D. D., senior professor. •> 

CANOKSBUKO. 

Jefferson College Libraries — 10,000 vols. — The catalogue of the college 
for 1848 contains the following statement with reference to the libraries: 

^* The college library is not Targe, but contains a considerable number^ 
of rare and valuable books. Important additions have recently been madaj 
to it, and efficient measures taken for its enlargement. 

^^ The literary societies are in a flourishing condition, and are proba^ 
bly unsurpassed bv any similar associations* They are ornaments to ths 
college, and valuable auxiliaries in the mental training of the students.* 
Their halls are commodious and handsomely furnished, and their librariai 
extensive and well selected." 

This college was founded in 1802, and the number of volumes in tbff 
three libraries is given in the American Almanac for 1850 as 10,000. 

TAc Theological Seminary at Canonsburg — 2,000 vols — This seminary 
went into operation in 1831, and was incorporated in 1833. It is under 
the direction of the associated Presbyterian church. The library is said 
to contain 2,000 volumes. 

CARLISLE. 

Dickinson College Libraries — 14,550 vols. — ^The college library was 
founded with the college in 1782, and contains 5,050 volumes. For th^ 
last ten years the average increase has been 120 volumes per annum} \ 
the expenditure for books, $100 per annum. . \ 

The books are arranged according to subjects, following the system cf 
Brun^t. The library is open once a week for an hour, and is free to -all 
connected with the college. There if no printed catalogue. J. U. Mar- 
shall, Ubrarian. 

There are two societies of students possessing valuable libraries, namely: 
the Belles-Lettres Society, 5,000 volumes ; the Union Philosophical So* 
eiety, 4,500 volumes. 

CHESTER. 

MhencBum Library — 1,000 vols. 



1Q9 [120] 

E ASTON. 

i Lc^ayttte College Libraries — 6,402 vols, — The college library, begiin 
^^ Io33, contains (January, 1849) only about 402 volunmes. Tlie Jibra- 

of the literary societies (the Franklin and ) are larger and val- 

Je, containing together about 5,000 volumes. The college was founded 
1832. Professor J. N. Coffin, librarian. 

The Boston Library — 3,751 vols. — ^This library was founded in 1811. 
[t contains, (1850,) besides 3,751 volumes of printed books, a small nuni- 
of manuscripts, maps, engravings, and coins. It increases slowly 
)m the proceeds of a semi annual tax upon the proprietors, amounting 
about 75 dollars a year. A brick building, GO feet by 35, forming one 
►m 17 feet high, was erected for the library in 1811. The Horary is 
jppen Tuesdays and Saturdays from 3 to 5 o'clock. About 1,500 books 
re lent out each year. Peter Baldy, librarian. 

ERIE. 

Tlie Lviff^ Literary Ins'ihde was formed July 4, 1839, and incor- 
ited in 1^47. The library contains 1,015 volumes. The funds arc 

itsdd by a semi annual assessment of members and the loan of books. 

'he amount will average $50 |)er annum. Voluntary subscriptions are 
Hccasioually made for the library. The institute occupies two rooms in 
the c^rt house— a large hall for weekly meetings, and a private room for 
Ihe library. A catalogue (10 pp. 8vo.) was printed in 1848. The library 
• open every Saturday, from 6 to 9 o'clock p. m. The members of the 
nstitute, and subscribers at $2 per annum, have free access to the books. 
rhe institute maintains a course of free lectures every winter. They 
lave been well attended. Lucian Rust, secretary. 

FALLSINGTON, BUCKS COUNTY. 

The Fallsington lAbrary Company was founded and incorporated in 
802. The 1st article of its cojistilution provides, that *^no book or 
K)oks shall ever be introduced into this library which shall have been 
irritten with an intention to discredit the Christian religion, or bring into 
lisrepute any society or denomination thereof." Each member pays the 
lum of $5 entrance fee, and an annual assessment of $1. The present 
lumber of shareholders is 45. Number of volumes in the library, 1,650. 




GETTYSBURG. 

Pennsylvania College Libraries — 6,373 vols. — The college library 
bommenced with the college in 1832, and contains (in 1849) 1,773 vol- 
Dmes, about 50 medals, and 400 or 500 coins. About 100 volumes are 
Jidded annually. About 80 to 100 dollars are expended yearly for books. 
Triie library occupies a room in the college edifice 42 feet by 22. It is 
^ned once a week for about an hour. Professors, tutors, resident 
graduates; aad students, are entitled t« use the books; others can borrow 
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books through an officer of the institution. There are two literary 
ties (the Phrenakosmian and PhilornathEean,) having libraries of 
2,000 volumes each; a scientific society, with 200 volumes; and 
man society, with 400 volumes in the German language: making i 
gregate of 6,373 volumes connected with the college. Professor 
Stoever, librarian. 

Libiary ftf tha Theological Semimaiyf of the Gteneral Synod * 
Evangelical Lurtieran Chu?ch in the United States.-^The librai 
beguiif in 1825, and oontaiivs about 8,500 volumes, and a few M SS 
addvlk>it« during the last ten years amount to about 800 volumes, 
is no printed catalogue. The library is opened for the u«e of the sti 
every Saturday, one hour* The constitution limits its use to t-he 1 
and students of the institution. By courtesy the professors of Pe 
vania College, located in the same town, are allowed the use 
books. The use is in all cases gratuitous. S. S. Schmucker, che 
of the faculty. 

HARRISBURG. 

Pennsylvania Stafe Zriimrj/— 10,000 vols. — This library was fo* 
28th February, 1816, and contains, at present, about 10,00i0 voiumi 
occupies two rooms in the capitol, each about 40 feet long by 30 wic 
20 high. A catalogi>e was printed in 1839, containing 168 page 
The library is open during the session of the legislature and su 
court, daily from 9 a, m to I p. m., and from 3 p. m. to 6 p m. ♦ 
are lent out to officers of the State government and members ol the 
latnre. Strangers can read in the library, but are not by law permit 
take out books* James Johnston, librarian. 

RATBOROUGH. 

Union Library — 3,430 voh. — The Union Library Company oi 
borough, Montgomery county, was founded in the year 1755, and 
porated in lf87. The library contains (1850) 3,430 volumes, 
creases at the rnte of about 100 volumes annually. There has be 
permanent fund till quite recently. Nathan Holt left by will a do 
of $5,000, of which he directed $3,000 to the purchase of a lot of gi 
and the erection of a suitable building thereon. The remaining $-^, 
to be placed out on landed security, and the interest devoted to th 
chase of books. In 1849 a stone building was erected, for the abovi 
tioned $3^000. It is 33.1eet by 40, and finished after the pi 
th« Mercantile Library of Philadelphia, in one room 16 feet high. 
is a printed catalogue, (64 pp. 8vo,) of which five editions have 
issued. It includes a historical account of the institution, itfs coi 
tion, by laws, &c. The library is statedly open two days in the 
Any person, by consent of the directors, may become a memb 
the payment of #10 and an annual tax of one dollar. Strangers an< 
subscribers are allowed to use the books in the building, at the dis( 
of the libraritin. Joseph Morton, librarian. 

JONESTOWN. 

The Swatara lAierary Association has lately been formed, at . 
town, the object of which ^ as stated in the second article of the coi 
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tion, w '' to establish a library and musenni, and to erncourage such exer- 
I cisesas will lend to spread general and useful information." 

LANCASTER. 

Ftanklin Oo/lege Library. — This college has a small library of T50 
volumes, inchiding pamphlets. P. A. Muhlenberg, jr., librarian. [See 
Marshall College, Mercersburg.] 

Ike Library of the Mechanics^ Institute in this place contains 2,000 
ndumes. [See Rupp's History of Lancaster County.] 

Juliana Library. — A library was established here in 1770 by Thomas 
P&nn, and named, from his wife, the Juliana Library. [Ludewig, in the 
Serapeum.] 



I 
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I Zjfiwisbur^- University Library — 600 ^Is, — This library was commenced 
I in 1849. A subscription of about $10,000 has been made for the in- 
I crease of the library; and it will become available, by instalments, within 
f the next three years. Professor George R. Bliss, librarian. 

MEADVILLEJ. 

i 

Mleghany College Libraries — -8,000 vols. — The college was founded in 
1815. It possesses in its libraries about 8,000 volumes. The college 
lilMrary is composed almost entirely of three bequests — the first in poinfof 
size by Hon. James Winlhrop, LL. D., of Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
who died in 1821; the second, by the Rev. William Bentley, D. D., 6f 
Salem, Massachusetts; the third, by Isaiah Thomas, esq., LL. D., of 
Worcester, Massachusetts. A catalogue of the library (130 pp. 8vo.) was 
prepared and printed in 1828 by the Rev. Timothy Alden, who also com- 

E"ed the catalogues of the libraries of the Massachusetts and New York 
storical Societies. In the Alleghany Library catalogue each bequest is 
separately registered ^ under the name of its giver. 

*< In the catalogue, the intelligent will perceive that there is an exten- 
sive range of the best editions of the Gre.ek and Roman Classics, and of 
the ancient Fathers of the Christian Church; that there are books in thirty 
different languages, ancient ^nd modern, with lexicons and grammars, 
and elementary books for studying most of them; and that in history, 
ancient and modern, in belles-lettres, and other branches of literature and 
science, there is a most excellent collection." [See Remarks of Mr* 
Alden, Catalogue, p. 136.] 

The Library of the MeadviUe Theological School — 5,300 vols. — This in- 
stitution is under the direction of the Unitarian Congregatinnalists. The 
library was founded simultaneously with the school, in 1844, and con- 
tains 5,300 volumes. For the five years since the library was established^ 
* nearly 900 volumes per annum on an average have been added to it. 
Somewhat more than $250 from the funds of the school have annually 
been appropriated for the purchase of books. 

The library is open twice a week — one hour each time. Students and 

officers of the institution are entitled to the use of the books. A discre- 

i tionary power of lending to any literary gentleman is vested in the fac- 
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iilty, and lias always been exercised when applied for. No charge is 
made for the use of the library. Between 2,000 and 3,000 books are lent 
out annually. The number is increasing with the growth of the library. 
The private libraries of the oflicers of the school areas largely compoeed 
of works of reference, and as freely open to students, as the public library. 
They contain about 3,700 volumes. Professor P. Huidekoper, librarian. 

MERCERSnURG. 

Library of the Theological Seminary of the Ge?'man Up. formed Synod 
of North America — 0,000 W^. — The library was cx>m!nenced with the • 
seminary, in 1S25. It contains at present (1850) about 6,000 volnmes, 
mostly in German. The increase has been small — not more than 50 voU 
umes per annum. No catalogue has been printed. The library is open ^ 
one hour each week. A fee is charged to the students for the use of the ' 
library. John VV. Neviri, D. I)., senior professor. 

Marshall Collcsre [jihraries — 7,000 voh. — The college library contains 
about 1,009 volnmes. The Oiagnothtau Society has a library of 3,000 
volumes, and the Goethean Society also has about 3,000 volumes. Eacli 
of these libraries is in a separate hall. 

The college library is dist-ributed among tlie professors — each professor 
having charge of those books pertaining lo his own department. There 
is at present no room appropriated lo the books. The institutionj^'as 
chartered in 1^35. ^ 

Measures have b'^en taken for uniting this college with Franklin Col 
lege, liancaster. The corporate name will be Franklin and Marshall ;: 
College. The success of this plan will depend upon the raising ol 
^25,000 for the erection of buildings in Lancaster, and $lo,000 for the j 
endowment of a professorship in Pennsylvania College, Gettysburg. * 

NOUUISTOWN. 

\ 

The Library Ormpnny — 2,515 vo^s, — The Nonistown Library Com- { 

pany was founded in May, 17^)0, and (in 1850) possesses 2,.5lo volnmes, - 
(to wit: 4 folios, 30 quartns, 872 octavos, and 1,009 duodecimos, besides | 
phamphlets.) There is no pnrnianent fund. There is an annual income I 
of about eighty dollars arising from an assessment ol one dollar upon eanh | 
shareholder. The sum thus obtained is njpstly devoted to the purchase J 
of books. In 1835 a small wooden building was erected expressly for i 
the library; it is 15 feet six inches square. A catalogue (40 pp. 18mo.) 
was printed in 1830. The library is open every day. Shareholders pay 
$5 for a share, and .fjl annurd tax. B()()ks are lent, for a small charge, to 
other persons. About 200 are thus lent annually. R. Adamson, Hbrariau. 

rillLADKLPHlA, i 

t 

The Library Company and the Losanian. Library — 60,000 vols. — The 
following facts of general interest, respecting the history of this venerable ' 
and useful institution, are extracted from an article wrhten for Waldie'ji 
Portfolio, by John J. Smiili, esq., th<* librarian* 
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<' The first entry in the records of the Libraiy Company^ is in the (oh 
lowing words: 

*** The minutes of me, Joseph Breintnall, secretary to the directors of the 
Library Company of Philadelphia, with such of the minutes of the 
same directors as they order me to make, begun on the 8th day of 
November, 1731. By virtue of the deed or instrument of the said com- 
pany, dated the first day of July last. 

^^ The said instrument being completed by fifty subscriptions, I sub- 
scribed my name to the following summons or notice which Benjamin 
Franklin sent by a messenger, viz: 

" 'To Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Hopkinson, William Parsons, Philip 
Syng, jr., Thomas Godfrey, Anthony Nicholas, Thomas Oadwalader, 
John Jones, jr., Robert Grace, and Isaac Penington. 

** ' Gentlemen: The subscription to the library being completed, you, the 
directors appointed in the instrument, are desired to meet this evening a( 
5 o'clock, at the house of Nicholas Scull, to take bond of the treasurer for 
the faithful performance of his trust, and to consider of and appoint a 
proper time for the payment of the money subscribed, and other matters- 
relating to the said library. 

^^^ JOS, BREINTNALLy &crcm/y . 
'^ ^ Philadelphia, November 8, 1831/ 

'* At this meeting a treasurer, William Coleman, duly executed a bond, 
with sureties, and Benjamin Franklin proposed that the said Coleman atr 
tend at suitable places to receive the subscription moneys;, which>, sa](» 
our secretary, ^ it was the general oi^nioa should nol be dekiyed, test the- 
directors be disappointed i<i sending il to England this fall to ]furchas6 
books, or tha« other disappointments, prejudicial to the library design, 
should happen by delays or negligence on any hand.' 

*'Tbe price of a share was fixed at forty shillings, and on the first eveh*- 
tng of attendance for that purpose ten persons appeared and paid the 
amount of their subscriptions. Seyeral individuals, however, were dila- 
tory in meeting their engagements, and B« Franklin printed and sent 
tliem notice either to pay on a certain evening, or signify their determioav: 
tion to relinquish the copartnership. Much difficulty and no little for* 
bearance appears to have been the lot of the directors and treasurer, ia 
collecting from some of the original subscribers; but, satisfied of the utility 
of the project, at a meeting on the 29ih of March, 1732;,- tlie sum in hand 
being ^ above half the amount originally intended to be raised, it was con* 
eluded to be the interest of all concerned to send for some of the books 
immediately. Thomas Godfrey, at this meeting, informed the- directors, 
that Mr. James Logan had heard of the plan, and would willingly give 
his advice in the choice of books; the minute on the subject is in these 
words: ' Upon this information, Thomas Godfrey was request^ to retuijpa 
the thanks of the committee to Mr. Logan for his generous offer*; and 
the committee esteeming Mr. Logan to be a gentleman of universal learn** 
ingy and the best judge of books in these parts, ordered that Thoma8> 
(Sodfrey should wait on him and request him to Jfovor them "with a cata« 
logue of suitable books against to morrow eveniogi which T. 6. readilft: 
agreed to do.* 

«. Mis. — 8 
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'^^ With the advice of Mr. Logan the list was made ouf , abd Robert 
Grace, ^to expedite the affair/ agreed to draw on Peter CoUinson^ mercer, 
in Gracious street, London, for ^ JS45 sterling at 66 per cenV advance the 
current rate,^ in favor of and to be remitted by Thomas Hopkinson, then 
fkbout sailing for England, with directions to purchase as many volumes 
as he could for the money. The catalogue of this first effort evinces con- 
siderable judgment, and was very carefully prepared with a view to facili- 
tate the acquisition of knowledge in the various departments required by 
the wants of a young community. 

<4n October, 1732, the first importation of books was received by Captain 
Carnock in good order. T. Hopkinson informed the directors that he had 
received advice from T. Cadwalader and P. Collinspn in adding Mid 
omitting various books; and. that ' Peter CoUinson, who had given great 
assistance, had moreover made the company a present of two valuable 
books.* His claim is thus established of having been the first donor to 
the yet infant library. 

*^ The importance of the step thus taken, although it was on a small 
scale, can be justly appreciated only by a knowledge of the fact^ 
which is stated in the reply to Peter Collinson,that there was no manner 
of provision made by the government for public education, either in this 
or the neighboring provinces, ^ nor so much as a good bookseller's shop 
nearer than Boston.' 

<' The books were taken to ^ Robert Grace's chamber, at his house in 
Jones's alley,' and there placied on the shelves, a catalogue made out, and 
Dr. b'ranklin undertook to print the blank promissory notes for the libra- 
rian to fill up, and get subscribed by those to whom he lent books. The 
rules and regulations adopted were few and simple. The first librarian, 
Louis Timothee, gave attendance from 2 to 3 on Wednesdays, and 
on Saturdays from 10 till 4. He was allowed to permit ^ any civil | 
gentleman to peruse the books of the library in the library-room, but not 
tQ lend or to iuff'er to be taken out of the Ubrary, by any person who is 
not ^ subscribing member, any of the said books, Mr. James Ijogan only 
excepted.' Timothee, it appears, occupied Grace's house, and he was to 
receive at the expiration of three months ' three pounds lawful money cer- 
tain,' and a further ^reasonable reward,' as should be agreed on in con* 
sideration of services and rent. 

' ^^In December, 1732, several new applicants presented themselves, and 
were admitted. Dr. FrankUn produced the printed catalogue, which he 
presented without charge. 

<< The original number of fifty subscribers was not completed till the 
2Hii February, 1733, when Joseph Growden signed the constitution, be- p 
ing the fiftieth member. L 

<< William Rawle appears to have been the first American donor, having, L 
on the 12th of March, 1733, presented ^six volumes or books of the 
works of Mr. Edmund Spenser.' 

^i On the 15th of May, of the same year, it was agreed by a conunittee ^ 
of directors to draw up an^address to Thomas Penn, proprietor, * in order 
for his countenance and protection in an affair so useful and well intended 
as the library, and which the proprietor signified through his secretary^ 
Mr. George, that he approved and designed to encourage.' 

^^ Mr. Penn replied that he took the address ^kindly,' with the assuxano^ 
that he should be always ready to promote any undertaking so usefiilt 
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He presented several articles to the institution, and it is to the honor of 
the pioprietaT)^ family that they promoted the design as long as they con- 
tinoed to preserve any influence in the proTince. 

'* Mr. Timoihee having \-acated his office, Benjamin Franklin, one of 
his snretiesy offered to take his situation for the current year, in considera- 
tioo of Timothee's having been serviceable to him; he occupied the sta- 
tion of librarian for three months and adav, and was succeeded bv Wil- 
liara Parsons. During the period of Franklin's service as librarian, the 
loom was agreed to be open but once a week, on Saturdays from four td 
eight — it having been observed that borrowers rarely came on Wednes- 
day s« and four hours were found amply sufficient to supply all applicants. 
"[Hie iibrariau's salarv was then reduced to JP6. 

** The increase of books was supposed to raise the value of a share an- 
oaaNy ten shilliogs. and I find the price gradually increased. 

'* tin the I2ih of December, 1T37, the directors were informed by the 
secretary that the proprietor was pleased to say that nothing remained to 
deiay his grant of a lot of ground he intended to bestow on the company 
for their library. In May, 1738, a letter was received from John Penn, 
with a present of an air-pump. The first paragraph conveys information 
higfaty honorable to the company. It is dated London, 31st of January ^ 
li38, and begins: 

*' * Gentlemen: It always gives me pleasure when I think of the Library 
Company of Philadelphia, as they were the first that encouraged kuowl* 
edge and learning in the province of Pennsylvania.' 

'^ A suitable lepiy and a vote of thanks for the lot and the air-pump were 
eidered to be returned to the gener'^us donor. The pump excited con- 
ttderable cariosity among the citizens — ^frequent notices of application to 
bonow it being minuted ; a commitee was af^inted to provide a case and 
fiame for it, with glass lights io the door, 'to look ornamental in the library- 
loom.* 

** The first, and. I regret to add, one of the very few presents of money 
made to the institution, was from Dr. Walter Sydserfo, of Antigua, in 
17%, who, having the sum of JPoS 6^. Sd. due him in this countr\% gen- 
croasly presented it to the company. In June, 1739, the number of mem- 
bers had been increased te 74. 

-* On the 7th of April, 1740, the books were removed to *the upper room 
•f the westernmost office of the State-house' — the use of which had t>een 
lately granted to the company by the assembly. 

^*\n a catalogue printed in 1741, in my possession, there is a short ac- 
eoant of the state of the institution. Shares were then granted at the 
ptice of .^6 lOis. In this year, John P^nn, esq., presented a microscope 
and camera ol>scura, still in the company's possession. 

<^ In 1746, Samuel Norris bequeathed the company ^20. 

** From 1748 to 1752, many of the minutes are missing, and I have 
«Bly lo note the reception of a telescope and a number of \'aluab!e books 
Inhb Thomas Penn, esq. 

^ to 1752, * a noble present of ancient medals' was received through 
llr. Peters from Mr. CSray, member of P^liament for Colchester. 

<< In 1762 Charles Tfa^Vmson, who afterwards l)ecame Secretary to 
Ooogvess, was elected a director, and in April the long expected patent 
the Penna for a lot of grooiid in Ghestnat street, near Ninth, was re-* 
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ofiived. Tho lot wan oncloiied with a po9tnn(l*rail fenco, nfu)<contmiidd 
for inony ymrn to yidd a miiull rovonno. On Or. Kraiikliii'iv rntiirn fr«)tn 
KiirojMi lin WMN iinmiitnoiinly rncilnntcid n diroctor by tlin bourd; to supply 
ilifl pliiCD of iSiinitiol Hliooniuknry nmignod. 

<' On the I4tli of Kebniury, Miui, tho rolobrntnd Joliti Dickinnon was 
dectcfd n diror.tor. In nn fiddrosn to John Fmin, NovnmlK^r 21 , 1703, oc- 
cnrfi thf! following; puriiKrnph: ' Tliu encouragonientd tho lihmry met with 
in it« infuncy hnvo hud muni offiictM. Mnny other librnrifm, alliinr oiir ox- 
ample and tm our plan^ hnvo boon orooted in thia and the nnitfhlKiring prov* 
incoNy wfiornby iiMofnl knowtrdgn htm boon moru gerMmdIy diffiiHod in 
the»e rcmntn vftrnonf of tho earth, 

<< iSoinn diNtifitiNfantion i.** noted at thici period at tfte now rngiilatioMN, by 
whidi nintnbnrn worn nrovontod from coming into the library iind tfiktng 
down bookfi; in r.onwimtrution of whirli it wna ' ttn^ohwf/f That tho llbnif 
rian i>d)ould prnpimui IkuuIi which Nhonid bo toiiderf^d to ovovy montbrir 
who Hliould detiiro tho prlvijpgn of entering tho lihmry and examining the 
bookn there, nt the bourn of uttendiinoe on MntnrdnyN; by which hn should 
bind hiniMolf to bo nnnwerable fnr hirt pronortiontdilo port of tho Kym thai 
triny ariNo from any b(»okv being lof^t or Mtolooutof the library/ 

<* ^rhi.H appenrM to huyo had tho dn^irod effert; m, liowover unxlons 
mnmtierH might havn bron to eonHiilt tho bookpt, they could not bfj aup> 
poNod willing to join in the librarian'M reMfMm.sibility for loNHfiM. 

<< 17r»7. Mr. HopkinAfni viniting Knglaiid, tho uirectorNy in order not to 
lone hiM HorvlcrN on hi« return, wore allowed to appoint a pro x'y. lift 
brought homo wiili him n lew rare bookN, otirchfiNed by Or. Kranklin, 
with the com|Yany*n money, and a present from Benjamin Woitt, * for 
merly/ituyH tlio minute, < of thin city, but now of l»ndon, hiatoricil 
{winter: a woinanV hand, taken from an Egyptian mtnnmy, in good pm- 
ervation.' ^J^hin bund, which liaiy KometimoM been called Uieofvitrtt^ay il 
atill in the building, and, notwithHtanding the length of time which il 
him been exiNmod to thn action of the air, in in perfnc,t proftorvation. 

<< 170H. On the UihU of February, 17r»H, alaw wan enaoiml for ad- 
mitting new memberN for the num of J'\i), 

" iTiitt. At a meeting of tlie direct«»r«, February I3fli, 1709, tho fol« 
lowing gentlemen, vi^s: (George llntKirtM, Jonatlian Hhoemnker. Jtmm 
I^eurHon, (yharloN JnviN, David MvatiN, Anthony Morris, jr., and Momi 
Uartram, toeing a conmiiitee of the Union Ijihrary (yompriny of Phitndob 

fihia, waited on the board, t(» Higiiify their approbation of the plan whidi 
lad been mime time in agitation, of uniting tho tw(» itiNtitutionei. Th0 
directorN replied, < that they thought Huch a Ncheino might betternnawor 
the intention of public librarieni, tlian if thfiy wmo to (vintiniio in arparat^ 
bodied;* and on tlie {.Jth of March a law wan enacted, giving thodirooton 
' full power and authority to admit the meinbcrN of the linion Library 
Company,' A.c. 

<' Of the value of thi» acce^hion of bookn I have no data to form a 
judf^ment. The tJnion Company owned the hoUNO in 'IMiird Htroot where 
their bookM had be(!n kopt, and it wan ihr a conNi<lerai)le |ieriod a aoiiroeof 
revenue, until Nold. Denjamin Franklin, at thin time in Iiondon, handed 
tJio (»rdenj lor book» to William Stmhun for uhipment. 
, ''The institution having now acijuired additional consequonoo by the 
accession of new members, and an incroaao of books, the board petitioned 
the assembly of tlie pruviuce fur permiieion to oroct on iomo pari of the 
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State-honse lot^snch a building as would prove an ornament to tlie city, 
and continue to acronimodtite their rapidly increasing library. This ap- 
plication was rftfused; rikI at a g(Mioral nieoiing of the company, coii- 
veneil by adwrtisemeiit, on the Tith of October, 1771 , it was tieemert in- 
expedient to build elsewhere, and the project wa« for the present sntfered 
to rest. It was not till the 25th of September, 1769, that the room was 
opened three days in the week; these days were Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays^ fnr four hours each, and two librarians were then appoint- 
ed, vii: John do Maurcnguiiit and Ludowick Sprogell, at an annual sal- 
ary of ^-20 each. 

<* 1771. Another junction was formed in 1771, with tl\e Association 
Library Oont|xiiiy, but there are no data by. which to judge of the extent 
of this insutntiiiii. Tiio Amicable Company, also admitted about this 
time, is only casually mentioned, and the two collections were probably 
•of no great value. 

*< 177S. Karly in the year 1773, the second floor of Carpenters' Hall 
was rented, and the books removed from the room in the State-house, 
which was now too small for their accommodation j the library was then 
first iipened daily, from two o'clock till seven, under the charge of 
Charies^Cist, at an aiuiual salary of ^60. The books were here first 
placed behind the protection of latticed doors. The increase of the cab- 
inet of coins seems to have been a favorite project: a great number am 
anted as having b«en presented from time to time. In October, 1773| 
several spechnens of nunerals, and 53 curious coins, wore presented Dy 
Eid^^ard Pole. Unfortunately, the secretary, in reporthig the gift, was 
obliged to add the followine memorandum: ' but the library being entered 
by some thief (as supposed) last night, he carried off all the coins and 
tokens, together with s^^me change which was left in the drawer.' Mr. 
Pole, however, received the thanks of the din^ctors, and the articles were 
advertised, but never recovered. 

<* 1774. On the 31st of August, 1774, it was, * upon motion, ordered 
that the libmrtan furnish ttte gentlemen who are to lueet in congress in 
this city, with such books as they may have occasion for during their* 
flitting, taking: a receipt for them,' Congress enjoyed this privilege during 
the whole period of its sittings in Philadelphia, and the members expe- 
rianced much inconvenience from the want of a similar institution for ref. 
erence after removing to Washington, before a good library had been col- 
lected in the capitol. The members of the legislature of Pennsylvania 
likewise enjoyed the use of the books for a long period, free of charge. 

«* 1776. In May, 1776, an advertisement appeared in iho Pennsylvania 
Gasette, and other journals, requesting a general meeting of the com- 
pany, in ortler to consider of the propriety of-ein|x>wering the directors to 
remove the books and effects of tlie company in case any event of the 
war should make that measure necessary. Two attempts to get together 
enough members to pass such a law failing, the books remained, and 
were unmolested. 

" The British army had possession of Philadelphia from September 26| 
1777, to June 18, 1778, but it does not api>ear that the company bus- 
taineil any loss from those who comp"»sed it. The officers, without ex* 
caption, left deposites, and paid hire for the books borrowed by them. 

"1777. In 1777 the library room was occupied by the sick 8oldicry,| 
and Messrs. Alison^ Jones, and Hughes wore ^ appointed a committee, on- 
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the 11th of March, to wait on General Gates, commanding officer iti this 
cUy, in order to procure, if possible^ an order for their removal.' Doringr 
the whole progrew*<s of the war, the importation of books was of course 
suspended. The funds thus accumulated were expended, on the con* 
elusion of peace, in a large importation of the standard works which had 
appeared in the interyal, By the will of the Honorable Witliam Logan,, 
the institution received this year a very handsome bequest of books of 
ancient authors, being a more extensive and valuable giil than any here 
tofore received. They may all be traced in the catalogue by the L 
attached to each. 

'< 1779. Jno. Todd, librarian, received jSlOO per annum and a share. 

<' 1781. On the 4th of May, 1781, the directors agreed to receive 30 
shillings state money in lieu of a bushel of wheat, by which the annual 
payments were the previous year directed to be made. 

<^ 1783. The committee on importations remitted ^200 sterling to 
London on the lOth of June, 1783, nine years having elapsed since their 
last order. Jos. Woods and William Dillwyn were selected as proper 
agents, from their well-known attachment to literature, and knowledge 
of books; they acted during the remainder of their lives to the satisfaction 
of the directors, and Jos. Woods's son is now the agent. In their letter 
tirje committee of correspondence state, < we shall confide entirely in your 
judgment to procure us such books of modern publication as will be proper ; 
foir a public library, and though we would wish to mix the utile with the ! 
dulce, we should not think it expedient to add to our present stock any- | 
thing in the ?iovel way.' This has been the uniform plan pursiied, #ith- I 
the exception of a few of the best class of novels and romances; the coU' ^ 
sequence has been that, with the very great increase of the number of 
yolnmes, the shelves are supplied with books of real merit th most other j 
departments, and are not lumbered with the temporary trash so greedily i 
devoured by the sickly taste which procures its mental supplies from cijp* \ 
oulating libraries. I 

. ^^ 1783. November, 1783, Dr. Franklin presented six volumes of the ] 
natural history of the south of France." 

The erection of a building for the accommodation of the library having j 
been long a matter of discussion^ ^^ at a general meeting, held June i, \ 
1789, a large number of members appeared, either in person or by proxy, j 
and a law was passed giving the directors power to proceed^ as soon at * 
one hundred new members should be added to the list, to appropriate the | 
money en hand, reserving sufficient for the current expenses, and to sell 
the ground rents and real estate owned by the company. Bishop White 
was nominated by the directors chairman of this meeting, at wnich he > 
presided. • I 

•< All the shares requisite, except nineteen, were soon subscribed , many j 
of which were to be paid for in labor. The directors and treasurer and 
secretary assuming to themselves to procure the remaining nineteen, the 
purchase of the lot and erection of the building was proceeded in with aft 
ppnvenient speed. The present site was purchased of Mary NorriS and 
Dr. Logan. A number of plans were submitted for approval, and ttiB 
one prepared by Dr. William Thornton, with some slight alterations, was 
adopted, for which he received a share. It may he supposed that this 
i^ildertaking was not without its difficulties, and I find that, owing to the 
low state 01 the funds, the directors^ treasurer, and secretary, individuallyi 
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advanced stims amounting to two hundred and fifty pounds, of which 
Jomah Hewes advanced fifty pounds, and the others from ten to twenty- 
five pounds. 

<^ 1789. The first stone of the edifice was laid on the 3lst of August, 
]789; the minutes state, < that, upon the suggestion of Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin, a large stone was prepared, and laid at the southwest corner of 
the building, with the folio wjng inscription, composed by the Doctor, 
except so far as relates to himself, which the committee have taken tW 
liberty of adding to it: 

* Be it remembered, 

in honor of the Philadelphia youth, 

(then chiefly artiflcere,) 

ihatinMDCCXXXr, 

they cheerfulljr, 

at the instance of Benjamin Franklin, 

one of their number, 

inetituted the Philadelphia Library, 

which, though email at first, ^ 

is become highly valuable and excensivety uvefal, 

and which the walls of this edifice 

ore now destined to contain and pressrre ; 

the first stone of whose foundation 

was here placed 

the thirty-ftrst day of August, 1789.* 

^1790. By the 30th of December, 1790, the books were all remove4 
and ready for delivery, when it was resolved to have the room open daily ,^ 
bom one o'clock to sunset, and Zacbariah Poulson was continued librarian, 
at one hundred pounds salary. During the progress of the building, mora 
than the stipulated one hundred names were added to the list of stock* 
holders — matty apprentices having been allowed by their employers ta 
give sufficient labor to purchase the privilege of admission. Their namea 
are faithfully recorded; and it may, in future, be interesting to theii 
descendants to discover that they are reaping the benefits of literary in- 
struction from the honest labor and the sweat of the brows of their pro- 
genitors. 

^^ Among the benefactors of the library occur the names of Robert Ban- 
clay, of London, and of Abraham Ciaypoole, of Pennsylvania. The. 
&rmer repeatedly sent presents of rare or curious books, and till his death, 
continuecl to correspond with his American friends, and to mention the; 
iqstitutiou with interest. The latter left the company, by will, one hun- 
dred pounds. ,^ 

*^ 1791. In January, 1791 Jhe directors again tendered tb the President 
and Congress the free use of the books in the library, in as full and ample 
manner as if they were members of the company. President Washing^ 
ton, through his secretary, Tobias Lear, returned thanks for the attention 
in a very handsome note. ' 

'' 1782. On the 18th of February, 1782, Doctor Parke informed t^e 
board that the heirs of James Logan had made a proposition to transfer to 
the Library Company of Philadelphia the Loganian Library, and also ta 
:onvey to them, under certaiti conditions, a lot of ground in Philadelphian 
ipd certain rents charge, together with the arrearages thereof, now due. 
[rom estates in nucks coimty. On this subject a committee was appointedf 
to inquire into the condition of the property, and the terms intended to bei 
ume^ed to the transfer. 
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r tt 1792. An additional five-foot lot having bedn purchased of Samuel 
M. Fox^ on Library street, a building was erected for the accommodation 
of the I^ganian books by the liibrary Company of Philadelphia, for which 
^the I^ganian trustees pay an annual rent. 

*'0n the 4lh of October, John Fitch's manuscripts, respecting the 
Steam-engine, were deposited in the library, und^r seal, with a request 
that they might be kept unopened till the year 1823. This was done, 
and as they have undergone an examination, I shall not here attempt 
their analyzation. 

'<1793. On the 30th of August, 1793, at a general meeting of the 
members, the price of shares was raised to forty dollars, at which sum 
they still remain. 

*' 1799. In April, 1799, Henry Cox, of the kingdom of Ireland, pre- 
sented a large number of munnsoript volumes relating to the history of his 
native country. They consist of the original correspondence of James 
the First with the Privy Council of Ireland, from 1603 to ltil5, inclusive, 
and a great variety of historical data, the value of wliich remains un- 
known. In one of the volumes is an original letter from Queen Eliza- 
beth, dated in 1568. Several valuable printed booths are also in this col- 
lection. 

<4804. In this year the institution was greatly enriched by John Bleakly 
^nd the Rev. Samuel Preston. The former left, by will, one thousand 
pounds to the library, and the latter bequeathed a most valuable collection 
of rare and curious books, selected with great taste and judgment, together 
with two shares of United States Bank stock. Dr. Preston was influenced, 
iti selecting this library for the reception of his own, by our countryman, 
Benjamin West, who painted the portrait of the donor, which was, in the 
succeeding year, presented by Mrs. West, as an appropriate^rnament for 
the library rooms. To appreciate the value of Preston's library, it must 
be examined in detail. There are in the collection many rare books of 
])lates, &c., of the most costly description, which the funds of the institu- 
tion would forever have forbidden beinff purchased. 

" George Campbell was now elected librarian — an office he filled for 
twenty three years, during which lone period he was never once prevent* 
ed by sickness from attending to his daily duties — a circumstance almost 
Qiiprecedented in the annals of a salary officer. Under his charge, the 
institution continued to flourish, and was again enriched, at the period of 
his resignation, by the bequest from William Mackenzie of 600 rare vol- 
umes, and the purchase from his executors of the additional number of 
i,466. 

"Since this .period, about 6,000 volumes were purchased, on very fiu 
vorable terms, Trom James Cox, an artist, since deceased, consisting of 
many expensive volumes on the fine art*:, and miscellaneous books. They 
supplied a promin^t deficiency, and many rarities are among them/' 

From the .preface *to 'the last catalogue we take the following: 

<^ Besides the 'bodks^ the personal property consists in some available 
»jfbnds yielding interest, the sale of shares, the price of each of which since 
1793 has been fixed at forty dollars, and the annual payments of four 
doUars from each member. The real estate of the company consists of 
the lot and buildings where the {Philadelphia and Loganian libraries are 
Kept. 

" The members dispose of their shares by transfer or will; but the as- 
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Sent of the directors) as well in such oosos as la tsase of an original pnr< 
chase, is previously necessary — a restriction early adopted, in order as 
much as possible to prevent improper persons from having access to a col-* 
lection of a nature peculiarly liable to injury. *' 

The preface to the catalogue of the Leganian Library contains the 
following account of that establishment: 

*^This collection of rare and valuable books, principally in the learned 
and existing languages of the continent of Europe, owes its origin to the 
Honorable James Logan, the confidential friend and counsellor of William 
Penn, and for some time president of the council of the province of Penn* 
sylvania. Its foundation consists of a portion of his own private library, 
which, having collected at considerable expense, he was anxious should 
descend to ]X)sterity, and continue usefully to extend to others the means 
of prosecuting those pursuits he had himself so successfully cciltivated. 
With, this view, he erected a suitable building in 8ixth street, near Wal- 
nut, for the reception of a library, and, by,deed, vested it (with the books 
and certain rents, for the purpose of increasing their number, and paying 
a librarian) in trustees, for the use of the public, forever. 

''This deed he afterwards cancelled, and prepared, but did fiot live to 
execute, another, in which some alteration was made in the funds and 
regulations. After his death, his children and residuary legatees, with 
commendable liberality, carried into effect the intentions of Mr. Logan, 
and conveyed the building, books, and rents charge to trustees, who 
caused the library, consisting of more than two thousand vokimes, to be 
anr&nged, and a catalogue to be printed. 

"About one thousand three hundred volumes, collected by Doctor Wil* 
Ham Logan, of Bristol, England, a younger brother of James Loffan, and 
by William Logan, of Philadelphia, son of the founder, were alterwards 
bequeathed to the institution by the latter gentleman, who acted for some 
time as librarian. After his death, in 1776, the library remained unopened 
during several years. 

<<To insure its perpetuity, the legislature of Pennsylvania, in 1792, at 
the request of James Logan, the only surviving trustee, passed an act 
annexing the Loganian Ubrary to that belonging to the Library Company 
of Philadelphia, under certain restrictions. This act constitutes the di- 
rectors of that prosperous company for the time being trustees, together 
with the eldest male descendant of the founder, and two other gentlemen 
to be by him appointed. 

'* Since the two libraries were thus connected, the books of the Loga« 
nian institution have been kept in a room appropriated to the purpose, 
owned by the Library Company of Philadelphia, in which they were first 
opened for the benefit of the citizens in 1794, in accordance with the ori- 
ginal intentions of James Logan and the act of assembly. • 

<< Very considerable additions have continued to be made to the collec- 
tion by means of the funds arising out of the sale of the lot and building 
in Sixth street, and from the rents of the lands in Bucks county, Penn- 
^Ivania, settled originally on the institution by the IjOgans, and by dona- 
tions — particularly of that fiN)m the late William Mackenzie, esq., a native 
of Philadelphia, who bequeathed by his last will, in 1828, 'all his books 
printed before the beginnmg of the eighteenth century, and eight hundred 
volumes more, to be chosen by the trustees, from his French books and 
Latin books printed since the beginning of the eighteenth century.' Thi» 
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valuublo beqiisRt fionsista of 1,519 volumeg of great rarity and valua; and 
subsequunlly 3fiCM voInmeH were piirchaHed from his executors.* Thajr 
had been accinuulRted by Mr. MacKonzie during a life extended bayond | 
seventy y«ars, which had been ulnu)8toxc;hiNively devoted to htemry pur> I 
suits. During; this period, one of his few intimate friends says < he be* t 
liovcs lie ncvi*r hud an enemy: at least, from the pnriiy of his principles ^ 
and the correctness of his conduct, I am sure he never dneerved one.' " 

The Philadelphia library coniained in February, 17Hfl, 2,764 works, 
in 5,4f^7 volumes; in July, J8()7, H,o74 works, in 14,457 volumes; in 
August, IH35, I8,7f)a works, in 35,221 volumes. 

The liOganiau Lihraryr containetJ, when it was annexed to the Library 
Company of Phihuhilptiia, in August, 1792, 3,064 works, in 3,953 vol- 
umes; in August, 1H35, 0,922 works, in N,6ti3 volumes. 

The Philadelphia and I ^oganian Libraries contoined in August, 1835| {: 
25,6H4 works, in 43,884 volumes; in August, 1849, 60,(M)() volumes. ^* 

From .i|(3,()()0 to $4,0(M) |)er year ure expended in the purchase of l>ooks. !• 

The income of the institution is— j^ 

From aiuiual |)ayments of members •- • . • |(3,800 r 

From other sources, real estate, ikc. .... 2,51)0 ^ 

Total 6,800 

The books are arranged us they are received, according to size. Th« 
first catalogue was gratuitously nrinted by Benjamin Franklin in 173S; 
the second by Franklin in 1741, (56 pp. 12mo;) the third by Franklin 
and Hall in 1757,(132 pp. Ilvo.;) others in 1764, (150 pp. Hvo.;) in 1770, 
(8vo.;) in 1789, (406 pp. Hvo.,) with supplements, 1703, (38 pp.;) 1794, 
(34 pp.;) 1796, (38 pp.;) 1798, (48 pp.;) 1799, (32 pp.;) and 1801, 
(23 pp.;) in 1H)7, (616 pp. 8vo.) The last printed catalogue was pub- 
blished in 1835, in two volumes 8.v(»., nniking 1,050 pages. This cata- 
logue in claNsfid on the system of Hrunet, Nomewliat altered. The index 
is alphuhutiital.* Under each sub-cluss, the titles are arranged alphabeti* 
cally under the names of authors. Anonymous works are recorded after 
the others. In the sup|)tement8 the division of belles lettres is included 
under that of science and arts. A supplement was puhlished in 1844| 
und a se(*,und supplmnent in 1849. A catalogue of the liOganiau l^ibrarf 
was published in 1837, (4S0 pp. 8vo.) The first catalogue of this colleo* 
tion was jirintcid in 1760, () 16 pp. 8vo.) The library is open every week- 
dav from JO a. rn. till sunset. 

Persons entitled to the use of the libmrv ore, stockholders who pay $4 
yearly; others on de[)osite and hire. '1 he books are lent out in great 
numbers, but how many per annum is not ascertained. The number 
of por.sons who consult library without taking away books is verr 
considerable — the exact immber cannot be stated. A depsite of double 
the value of the books taken, will obtain most of the books of the institu* 
tion, if appliiid lor by i>ro|)er iHjrsons. John Jay Smith, librarian. 

Library of the American PkUoaophioal ;S^cte'/^~'20,(K)0 voIh, — ^The 
Atnericun Philosophical Society, the oldest of the scientific associations ia 



***Ttie wboifi iiuniUnr of vaiumtiH rfCAivad by ihn Lpgitnittn Libmrv froiri Mr Mutik«n«ia% 
library wuh 5,1)8.5, ari'l by ihe Philadelphia Library l,90()-<-bttin||; a totul of 7,U51 voluinitv. Ths 
booki of Mr. l^oj(an*« c»ri|{inAl nolloetion, and thohe bcMueathrd by Wjllium f^)f<any ura dsilf* 
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the United States, was formed in 1742. The Ameriean Society for Pro* 
Boticig and Propagating Useful Knowledge in PhiladelphiiEi was estab- 
lished in 1766. These two societies were united in 1769, and incorporated 
March 15, 1780, as the ^< American Philosophical Society held at Phila* 
lelphia for Promoting Useful Knowledge." The library contains abont 
iO,UtK) volumes. The society has also an ^< extensive collection of man- 
uscripts, maps, charts, and engravings, and, in its cabinet, medals, coinsu 
iuc,^^ The precise number <^ cannot readily be given." The annual 
increase is about 2Q0 volumes. Pew books are jpufx^hased except scien- 
tific periodicals, &c., by subscription. The chief accessions U) the library 
ire bv donations from learned societies and individuals abroad and in this 
(Country. The library is in the hall of the society, a brick building 50 by 
7(1 feet, erected in 1786, on a part of the ^' State House Square,*' in the 
city of Philadelphia, granted to the society for that purpose by the 
State legislature, in 1784. The books are arranged on the shelves in 
numerical order, each volume having its number attached. Folios, 
quartos, and octavos have their respective systems of numbers. No cata- 
k^e has been printed since one in 1824. It is an 8vo. of 290 pages. 
The library has since that time gready increased. A new catalogue it 
io preparation. The laws of the society require the library to be opened 
every Friday evening from 7 to 9 o'clock, and at such other times as the 
librarian may think proper. All members of the society are entitled to 
the use of the library; and facilities are afforded, at tlie discretkin of the 
libiarian, to we4| known visiters of respectable character. Books are lent 
out to members. A considerable number of persons consult the library at 
the room. Charles B. Trego, secretary and librarian. 

Afercantile Library — 12,232 vols,- The Mercantile Library Company 
of Philadelphia was founded in 1823. The library contained, January, 
1849, 12,232 volumes, <^ pFincipally of works of permanent value." 
'^ The directors have been careful to exclude from the shelves books of a 
fiivolous character, or of demoralizing tendencies." The annual incream 
is about 61H) volumes. 

The building of the company is on the southeast comer of Delaware^ 
Fifth, and Library streets. It was erected in 1845, at a cost, including 
furniture, &c., of 3^}ld^ 42. The interior of the building is divided 
into nineteen apartments. The entire second story is occupied as the 
libiary and readings-room, and the intermediate story of the east wing is 
used by the directors: all the other rooms are rented. The present libra* 
rian is James Cox. 

T/te Acofiemyof Natural Sciences — 12,000 vols. — The American Acad* 
eray of Natural Sciences originated on the 2oth of January, 1812. It 
was incorporated in 1817. The hbrary contains about 12,000 volumes. 
It had 435 separate ma})s and charts in 1836, when the catalogue of the 
library was printed; since which date the additions have been few. For 
the last three years the annual increase has been about 7tK) volumes. 
This is exclusive of periodicals, seriulsy and pamphlets. There is no 
permanent library fund. The increase is mostly from donations, de* 
posites,and occasional pureha^es. The library occupies an apartment on 
the RTOund floor of the hall of the society. It is about 45 feet by 28, and 
14 feet high, with a gallery on all its sides. The books are arranged 
iccording to subjects^ A catalogue was printed in 1836, containing 300 
pages 8vo. At that time the library eoataiued 6^890 volumes. An ap* 
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pendix will soon t>e prepared. The library ift open daily^ Siinda3rs ex- 
cepted, from 11 a. m. till sunset. The members atone are entitled to ihe 
Use of the books. The friends of members, however, are by courtesy j 
allowed access to the library. William S. 2Iant2inger, M. D., librarian. 

'J'he cabinet is the best in the United States. The collection of birds 
is said to be the largest in the world, containing about 25,000 specimens^ 
many mounted in skins. The collection of eggs a4)d neS'ts of birds is ^ 
also the most extensive ever made. The collections of mammalia, fishes, 
reptiles, Crustacea, insects, and plants-, are superior to any others in this 
country. 

The library is rich and valuable in all departments of natural history. 
In ornithology it is quite complete. 
' For these magnificent collections the academy is mainly indebted to '^ 
the munificence of three gentlemen — William Maclure, esq., Dr. R. Eg* ^ 
^lesfield Griffiths, and Dr. Thomas B. Wilson. Mr. Maclure prese«itea -^ 
^,233 volumes. Among them is a curious and important collection of 
pamphlets and books published in Prance during the first Revolution. The 
donations of Dr. Wilson, if less in number, are not inferior in vatoe to 
those of Mr. Maclure. His valuable gifts are still continued. They art 

E resented with the wise condition that they shall never be taken from the 
uUding. 

The new building was commenced in 1839, on a vacant lot, corner of 
Broad and George streets. The edifice is entirely fireproof. It is well 
adapted to its purposes; but^ although ten years ago it was considered 
larg^ enough to accommodate the collections for half a century^ it is now 
crowded to excess. 

The Apprentices^ Library— 1 1 ,700 vo&.— The Apprentices' Library Com- 
pany was incorporated April 2, 1821. In 1841 a separate department was 
established for girls. The boys' library contains about 9,000 volumes; 
the girls' library about 2,700. For the last three years the average an- 
nual increase* of both libraries has been 900 volumes; the expenditure 
about 400 dollars per annum. The annual income of the institution is: 
from members, $560; from investments, $450. There is a catalogue for 
each library. For the boys' library the last catalogue (143 pages l2mo.) 
was printed in 1847; for the girls' library in 1849, (52 pages 12mo.) 

The library is opened, for boys, on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday evenings, about 2^ hours each; for girls, on Thursday after* 
noon from 3 to 7, and on Saturday afternoon from 3 to 6. 

Apprentices and othera under 21 years of age are allowed the use of the 
books gratis. About 24,000 books are annually lent to boys, and 7,000 
to girls. The library is used regularly by about 800 boys and 250 girls; 

Members pay $2 per annum, or $25 for life. The library is situated! at 
the southwest corner of Fifth and Arch streets. 

Prom the annual report of the managers, presented March, 1848, we 
gather the following additional statements: 

<*Mr. Thomas W. Goldtrap has bequeathed to the company one thou- 
sand dollars for the increase of the library. 

"It is not the object of this company to swell the number of volumes in 
its libraries, for efiect either at home or abroad. The sale, a year or two 
since, ot about 2,000 volumes, will probably be followed by another when 
the present catalogue is disposed of. It is desirable that the libraries 
be kept fresh and attractive. Book's as they are now prepared hav^ a 
charm f(ft youth, which the more ancient tomes do not possess; but it has 
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been the cam of your board to reject that spurions Kterataie* trith which 
the market has been inundated by persons whose object appears to have- 
been to make a book^ regardless of historical accuracy. No work of a 
known immoral tendency is ever. admitted." 

About 600 copies of a work published by the company, were, in 1847, 
distributed among the apprentices using the library. 

The AtAen€BU?n Li6rary— 10,00® roir. — We are indebted to an addressy 
delivered at the opening of the new hall of the Athenasum,. October 18> 
1847, by Thomas J. Wharton, esq., for the following facts respecting this 
institution: It was founded in 1813 by a few young men, ^'who,. feeling 
the wan t- of a convenient place of common resort in which their leisure 
hours could be passed without danger to morals or tastes, came togethev 
and arranged a plan for the establishment of mading rooms.'' On the 
9th of February, 1814, when the articles of association were adopted, the 
number of subscribers amounted to 200; and on the t th of March following 
the institution was first opened to the public, in the room over the book-r 
store of Mr. Matthew Carey, at the southeast corner of Chestnut and 
Fourth streets. Chief Justice Tilghman and Mr. Du Ponceau each be- 
queathed to the Athenaeum S200. 

Dr. William Lehman, who died in 1^29, bequeathed to the Athenceuni 
the sum of $10,000 for the erection of a suitable building. This legacy, 
by the prudent management of the treasurers, amounted, on the 1st oJF 
January, lS47,to $24,845 45. It is now invested- in the beautiful build* 
ing occupied by the Athenajura, the Historical Society, and the controllers 
of the public schools. The society derives a permanent income of $2,000 
from the rent of the rooms. The entire cost, including fitting up, &c., 
will be less than |50,000, leaving a debt, to be secured by mortgage, of 
less than $14,0(K). 

<<The whole structure is 50 feet fronton Sixth street, 125 feet on Adelphi 
street, and 58 feet high. It is an excellent specimen of the Italian stvie of 
architecture, treated with spirit and taste. The first story is divided into 
offices, and a large room of 37 by 60 feet, 14 feet high, for the comptrollers 
of the public schools. The second story is arranged for the uses of the 
Athenasum, and is divided into a news-room, library, and chess room.' 
The news-room is on the Sixth street front, and is 37 by 47 feet, and 24 feel 
high; it will be finished in pilasters, with an enriched cornice and cone 
to the ceiling. The library is 37 feet wide, 65 feet long, and 24 feet high, 
and will be finished with a columnar ordinance of the Corinthian order^ 
advanced from the sides of the room, forming a centre cell or nave and 
aisles; the latter will be filled up with bookcases, set laterally from the 
pillars to the wall, and is designed at some future time to be finished with 
a gallery, as the library extends; the cornice will be enriched with mo- 
diliions and ornament, the ceiling being in panel. The chess room is 18 
feet square, and is an ante room between the two lar^e rooms; a room of 
the same size over this is intended for the directors' room. The third 
story is divided into 8 rooms (three of large size;) one of them, to beocrai- 
pied by the Historical Society, is 26 feel by 37 feet, and 14 feet high." 

<*A feature (says Mr. Wharton) of this institution, to which I would ad- 
vert with complacency, but certainly without boasting, is the free admis- 
sion which it has always atforded to strangers; meaning by this teem, per* 
sons not permanently residing in the city, or within ten miles of it, intro- 
duced by members. It may be worthyH>f remark and remembrance^ that, 
according to' a register kept by our worthy anrl attentiro lib£atian;[ UMoret 
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than 30,000 strangers have visited the roomf , and availed themselves of 
the facilities and conveniences which they afford. During certain yeart t 
the number has exceeded 1,000 annually^ including representatives rf ^ 
every civilized country and community.. ■ 

<* Whatever may be the deficiencies of our cataloffue, in respect to the ^ 
standard works of English literature, I believe it will not be easy to find, ^ 
in this country, a more complete or various collection of periodical litera- ^ 
ture, from the daily journal, through the various monthlies and quarterlies j| 
to the annual registers. Our library consists now, (October, 1847) I am ? 
informed, of nearly 10,000 volumes. We ifeceive34 foreign journals, sci- ^ 
entific and literary; and 25 American. We take 5 foreign newspapers, ^ 
and 62 American; one at least, I believe, from every Stat^. J 

<^ Among the curiosities of literature in our rooms is a large collection of " 
pamphlets, bound into 148 volumes, which belonged to f>r. Franklin, 
some of them containing his manuscript notes and marginal remarks; and 
a regular series of the Journal de Paris, bound in volumes, and continued 
during the whole eventful period of the French revolution." 

•7Vie Library of the Pennsylvania Hospital — 1 0,000 t;o&. — The hospital 
was established in 1750. The first medical book possessed by this insti- 
tution appears to have been a present, in 1762, from Dr. John Fothei^ill. 
It was Lewis's History of the Materia Medica. The next year it was 
determined to demand a fee from students attending the wards at the 
time of the physicians^ visiting the patients, and to appropriate the monej^ 
arising from thence to the founding of a medical library. 

Prior to the Revolution about 100 volumes had been presented, and two 
orders for books had been sent to London. Only 11 volumes were added 
to the library from 1774 to 1787. One of these was a pamphlet; another, 
<*Cullen's First Lines of the Practice of Physic, 2 vols. 8vo." "cost the 
apparently enormous sum of JSVi^ 5s. This, however, when subjected 
to the talismanic operation of Richard Wells's scale of depreciation, 
shrinks to the comparative trifle of JSI IBs. specie!" 

In the years 1787-'9 the amount paid for books was ^266 6.t. llrf. 
The total expenditure for books previous to 1790, was equal to 8886 48. 
The first catalogue, published in the year 1790, contains of folios 21, 
quartos 77, octavos 341, duodecimos 89; total, 528 volumes. 

The increasing number of students from this time has afforded a fund 
for the steady increase of the library. Vox several years the books were 
selected and purchased by the celebrated Dr. Lettsom, who enriched the 
collection with many valuable donations. 

In the year 1800 Sarah Lane presented 142 volumes of medical books, 
some of them very rare and valuable. A supplementary catalogue was 
printed in 1793, and a new catalogue in 1806, containing 127 pages 8vo. 

On the decease of Dr. Benjamin S. Barton, his extensive and rare col- 
lection of works on natural history was purchased of his widow for. 
^2,270. 

A supplement to the second catalogue was printed in 1818. 

Another, and the last catalogue of the library, was printed in 1829, 
containing 324 pages 8vo. At this time the library contained 6,828 
volumes. A supplement, paged continuously with the catalogue, from 
page 325 to page 426, was printed in 1837, at which time the library con* 
tained 7,300 volumes. 

The cataloeue is thus divived: Alphabetical catalogue of authors, pagM 
1-202^ alphabetical catalogue of editors and translators^ 203^1 1 ; inauga* 
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ml theses, in two parts-^lst, an index to the universities^ and names of 
graduates; 2d9 a general catalogue in the order of subjects, 213^241-*- 
periodical literature, memoirs of societies, under the names of places 
where printed, 243-257; anonymous publications, arranged under classes^ 
259-268; index to subjects —part I , medical , surgical, and chemical, (alpha- 
betically arranged) 269-308; part 2, natural history and miscellaneous^ 
fcc, 309-322. 

The library at present contains about 10,000 volumes, and occupies a 
large and elegant room in the hospital. The books are mostly medical^ 
and pertaining to kindred sciences. In these departments it is probably 
the most exiensive and valuable collection in this country. 

lAhrary of the Law Association of Pkiladelphia — 6,100 vols, — "In the 
year 1802 a few gentlemen of the bar associated themselves for the pur- 
pose of forming a law library, for the use of the profession in this city; 
and, partially by donations which they made, and partially by payments 
from members of the company, succeeded, by degrees, in forming a col- 
lection, which, with the small number of books formerly known, was all 
that was needed. With the increasing number of reports in modern 
times, the library, as originally organized, fell very far behind the profes- 
sional requirements of the day; and in September, 1841, an effort was 
piado by a number of gentlemen to enlarge the collection, and to place it^ 
generally, upon such a basis as should make it more worthy of the bar to 
which it belonged. Between the 15th of October, 1841, and the Ist 
March, 1850, there has been laid out by the association, in the purchase 
of new books, the sum of $9,583 72, exclusive of $865 87, in which 
last sum is embraced the cost of binding such of them as were bought in 
sheets." 

"Thfe collection, we are happy to believe, is now complete in all those 
departments usually required in the practice of the law. There exii»ts in it a 
series of all the English, Irish, ^na American reports — a department in 
which we believe that no other library, either in Great Britain or the 
United States, is equally perfect. The department of text books is also 
reasonably good; and, in addition to complete collections of the British 
statutes at large, and of the acts both oi our State and federal legisla- 
tures, in their authoritative, unabridged condition, there will be found 
upon the shelves of this library such digests and works of general juris- 
prudence as have obtained, with the profession, any title to authority. As 
a means of professional culture, and of extending among the bar a knowl- 
edge of the judicial decisions of England and of the United States, the 
collection affords all that as yet is practicable, and much of all that can at 
any time be desired. 

"In the course of nearly fifty years which has passed since this library, 
was founded, neither the State, the county, nor the city, have contributed 
a dollar to its increase; and while, even in its present condition, the pay- 
ment of a sum merely nominal makes the least opulent practitioner among 
us the possessor of a library larger than any which the most wealthy 
owns, it is yet certain, that as a public library, answering all the demands 
of a numerous and intellectual profession, stimulated by the keen spirit of 
ambition and reward, ami pushing . its investigations through every 
avenue of knowledg^^ the coUection is yet jfar in arrear of what it might 
be. There are some departm^ms^jn wluch it is entirely wanting, and 
others where it is very imperfect. The civil law has no place in it at all; 



[ 180 II ^ 



NEWARK. 

Delaware College Libraries — 8,700 ro/^. — The college was founded in 
1833. The college library contains 2,500 vohimes. There are two so- 
cieties of undergraduates, with libraries of 1,600 volumes each. The 
private library of the president contains 2,000 volumes; and the private 
collections of two other members of the faculty contain 1,200 volumes. 
These are all in the college building, and form an aggregate of 8,700 
Volumes, accessible to all persons connected with the college; and indeed 
to others who may wish to use them for literary purposes. An effort is 
jn^king to enlarge the college library. Rev. James P. Wilson, prei^ident. 

% 

NEWCASTLE. 

Public Library'^ A fiOQ vols, — The Newcastle Library Company was 
founded in 1812. The library contains about 4,000 volumes. It is sus- 
tained by an annual assessment of $2 on each share. The price of a share 
i« S20. The library at present occupies a room in the town academy^ 
Samuel Guthrie, librarian. 

MARYLAND. 

ANNAPOLIS. 

The State Library— 15 fiOO i^ols. — The State Library of Marj^land was 
founded in 1827, and contains 15,000 volumes, besides 59 volumes of 
manuscripts, 108 maps, 19 charts. The yearly average number of volumes 
added to the library for the last ten years is 580. There has been an 
annual appropriation by the legislature of $500. There is also in opera- 
tion a system of exchanges with other Slates. The library occupies a 
room in the State house. A catalogue (132 pages 8vo.) prepared by David 
Bidgely, then librarian, was published in December, 1837, at Annapolis* 
Tlie titles are classified under 37 chapters . The arrarfgement of the books 
upon the shelves corresponds with the divisions of the catalogue. The 
library is opened daily (Sundays excepted) during the sessions of the legis- 
lature, from 9 o'clock a. m. to the lime of the daily adjournment of both 
houses, and from 6 to 9 p. m.., except during night sessions, when it is 
kept open till the adjournment. The governor, chancellor, judges. State 
officers, members and ex members of the legislature, lawyers practising in 
the court of appeals, and officers of the army and nnvy stationed at An- 
napolis, can take out books. Any person may consult the library in the 
room. No record has been kept of loans or of visitors. Richard Swann^ 
librarian. 

St, John^s College Library — 2,^2 vols. — The library dates, with the 
college, from 1784, and contains 3,292 volumes. Occasional approbria- 
tions are made by the board for the increase of the library. The collec- 
tion Is in a room" of the new brick college, 36 feet by 15, in 7 alcoves^ 
The books are arranged according to subjects; only one catalogue has 
been printed — date lo47, pp. 38. The library is opened one hour every 
Saturday. All persons connected with the college are entitled to use the 
books; and they are occasionally lent, by courtesy, to others. About 800 
rolumes are lent in a year. William D. Greetham, librarian. 
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BjLl.TIMOR£. 

Tfte Baltimore Lihrartf — 15,000 vols, — ^Thc Librarj- Company of Balti- 
more was founded ia 1796, and possesses 15,000 volumes of priuted books 
and nve volumes of manuscripts: among them ^^Vristotelis Physica," 1312, 
and •*Nic. de Lyra, Matih,-" of the middle of the 14th century, with beauti- 
ful illuminatious ; 20 collections of maps and charts^ 100 volumes of engni> 
Tings. The income of the institution is derived from the annual payments 
of stockholders (about 265) and annual subscribers, and amounts to aboat 
$1,1 00 per annum. The building was erected in conjunction with the Maiy- 
land Historical Society and the Mercantile Library Association, and was a 
gift from the citizens of Baltimore. (See Maryland Historical Society.) Tlie 
looms of the Library Company are upon the second story of the edifice^ 
and consist of a library' 47 by 53 feet, height 20 feet, with a gallery. 
Ad oinin^, at one end. is a direiMors' r»om, 14 bv 16 feet: at the other 
end is a reading-room, 26 by 47 teet: and beyond that another. 14 by 
32 teet. A catalogue was printed in 179S: a second in IS02; and a third 
ir 1S09. The last mentioned contains 196 pages 8vo., and has been con- 
tinued by supplements— the first in 1S16. of 36pages; the second in 1823, 
of 40 pages; the third in 1831 , of 21 pages; the foiu'th in 1841, of 28 pages. 
The library is open daily, except Sundays and certain holidays, in sum- 
mer from 8 a. ra. to G p. m., in winter from 9 a. m. to 4 p. m. Persons 
entided to the use of the Ubrary are: stockholders paying §100 for a *^free'* 
share, or §30 for a share and $5 per annum, and subscribers at the rate 
•f $S per annum, or §tl per month. About 5,000 books are lent out each 
year. Perhaps 100 persons, each year, consult the library without taking 
am-ay books. About 400 visitors each year. John S. Sumner, librarian. 

*SSf. Marffs College Library — 12,000 fo&. — The library was commenced 
vith the institution in the year 1809^ and contains about 12,000 volumes^ 
a few manuscripts, among them a modern 4to. MS. entided '^Tableau 
present des Etats Unis par George Xovion," in 369 elegantly written 
pages, with statisdcal tables: date, about 1791-2; some iraluable ii^^> 
charts^ and engravings. The annual increase is iboul 500 volumes. Trie 
library occupies two large rooms in the college edifice. The librarian is 
engaged in classifying the books according to subjects. There is na 
printed catalogue. A complete MS. catalogue is in preparation. There 
IS no stated time for opening the librar}', but it is accessible at all times on 
appUcadon to the librarian. All persons connected with the institution 
aie entided to the use of the books, and others are allowed the use on ap- 
plication. Books are someumes lent out to read, but the practice is diB* 
countenanced at present on account of former abuse of the privilege. 
With the permission of the superior, books may be lent to persons at a 
distance. Rev. M. Feller, librarian. 

This is a very excellent library, composed for the most part of theo* 
bgical and classical books, but not deficient in other departments. 

There is a small library of some 600 volumes belonging to a society of 
atndents. 

7*e Mercantile Library—QyOOO »ofe.— The Mercantile Library Association 
of Baltimore was established November, 1S39, and incorporated January^ 
1S12. The library contains (June, 1S50) 9,000 volumes of books, I volume 
of autographs, 20 maps, 15 firamed engravings, 25 volumes of engravinn. 
The yearly average increase is about 700 volumes; the annual expenoi* 
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turo for books $700. The library occnpies the ground floor of the Bani- 
more Ath(stia;iim. (8eo Marylund Historical Hociety.) ItH rooms (Cor- 
respond with thoso of the liiornry Company. A vshort catalogue, al|>Jia. 
botical, was printed in 1842, and a supplement in 1B44. Another cata- 
logue (118 pages 12mo.) was printed in JulV; 1848. The library is 
opened every day from 11 a. m. to 2 p. m., and from 3 to 10 p. m. Ac- 
tivo members (who must be clerks by i)rofession) pay for tho'privilcgos of 
the library $5 for the first year, and 83 for each succeeding year, rlen- 
omry members (all persons other than clerks) pay $S per annum. James 
Green, librarian. 

The following table, compiled from the first six annual reports of the 
association (all that have been printed,) exhibits the early progress of the 
institution. The last line shows its present condition: 
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The Maryland Historical Society was founded in 1843, and incorporated 
March, 1844. The library contains 1,500 volumes, principully historical^ 
and 270 volumes of newspapers, published mostly in Maryland. The 
set of the Maryland Gazette commences in 1728, and. though this is im- 
perfect, a complete series of jMipers printed in Maryland from that time to 
the present, exists in the library. The collection of manuscripts, though 
not large, embraces many of value and interest, especially those placed 
tinder the care of the society by the State legislaturey as the journals of 
the old council, and letters to and from the governors and the pronrietois. 
Among the MSS. are also* several unpublislied orders of (Jleneral Wash- 
ington, and some valuable letters from ofllcers of the Maryland lin<i, with 
regard to the southern campaign. A lar|>e and commodious buildxne 
has been erected for the joint accommodaUon of the Maryland Ifistoriciu 
Society, the Librarv Company of Baltimore, and the Mercantile Library 
Association. The Maryland llistorical Society holds in fee the third floor 
of the Athen.'eum building; and this floor is divided into four inter-com- 
municating apartments: a room for the use of the olficers of the society, 
which is 14 feet by 23; a meeting-room and library, 20 feel by 47 and 23 
feet high; a gallery of fine arts, 47 feet by 53, with a ceiling 23 feet high 
at the apex and sloping to 20 feet at the walls, lighted by a skylight in the 
roof, affording 400 superficial feet of glazed surface; and a gallery ibt 
sculpture and casts from the antique, 14 by 23 feet. The rooms of the 
society are furnished in an elegant manner, with solid oak cases, tables^ 
ahd chairs. The whole cost of tlie buildaig was $28,182. The furni- 
ture is valued at $8|000. 
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As yet no regular catalosrne of the library has been prepared for print- 
'.:\q. The library is op*^:ri ilnily from 10 in the inoriiiiig until 6 o'clock in 
:'.e afternoon. Tiie regnlnr ineoUnss of the society are held ufjoti the 
first Thursflay eveninrj i»f every rno:,th. The members of the so'^iety 
are, of course, entitleri to the use of the library; hut as the object of the 
institution is not only to collect valuable material, but to mike it as j>en- 
•?rally useful ns pris:>ibl'j, the ly»oks, original papers, &c., are at all times 
open to the examination and perusal of ail wlio may wisli to rriCir to them, 
subject only to the observance of such rules as are essentia! to their pre- 
servation. Tlie b^>oks are not allowed to be taken from the rooms, except 
under circiimstances which appear to justify a departure from the rule; 
b*icause, the library being chiefly valuable for purposes of reference, it is 
thought desirable that investigations should be conducted in tlie rooms as 
much as possible; and mueli inconvenience would result to the many from 
this partial accommotlation of the few. The number consulting the 
library is large, though it cannot be exactly stated. 

One of the prominent features in the plan of the society was tiie estab- 
lishment of chapters in the diifereht counties of the State. It i.^ hoped 
that this novel but admirable project may, ere long, be realized. Fran- 
cis B. Mayer is the acting librariaii. 

From a letter of J. Morrison Harris, esq., corresponding secretary r)f the 
Historical Society, besides tfie foregoing statements, we quote the f/llow- 
ing passage, explanatory of the views of this energetic association, in the 
establishmeht of the gallery of art: 

" Tlie gallery of fine arts is intrusted to a committee who are elected to 
«€rve for one ye.ir, and who make ail the arrangements connected with 
exhibitions, &c. As tliis feature is not exactly connected with the pur- 
poses and legitimate; plan of an historical society, it may be well to say 
.something in explanation of its connexion with our society. The idea 
was first suggested by an effort which the society made, some years since, 
and still continues, to procure tlie rrisinals or copies of the portniirs of dis- 
tinguished men connected with the founding of the colony, the events of 
its early hi.-tory, and eminent in their associations with its annals down 
to the present time. Our plan is tri raise, by yearly exhibitions of good 
pictures, a fund which will, by degrees, enable us to build up a gallery of 
our own, consisting of §ood copies of the best pictures of the old masters, 
and original pictures of merit by native artists; and we cherish the confi- 
dent hope that, v/liile the pro.secution of this scheme will in no way inter- 
fere witli our historical labors, it will enable us to throw open, hereafter, to 
the roan of taste and tr> the student, a well-selected collection of paintings, 
which will produce up^m the community those good effects inseparable 
from an elevated appreciation of art.'' 

The following is from the annual report made in Februar}* 1 , 1S49, by 
J. Spear Sniith, e»q., president of the sr)ciety: 

" In the original project c»f the Athenaeum, it was deemed not only 
proper, but essential, to embrace within it a gallery of fine arts. Various 
attempts liad previously, and at different epochs, been made, to form and 
sustain societies connected with the subject, and in the hope of introducing 
the desirable accompianinient of a permanent gallery; but, notwithstand- 
ing the ze.il and talent with which these meriiorions essays were made^ 
they failed of being attended with commensurate success. If, therefore, 
such an ^opportunity as was now offered were permitted to esca))e, the 
day seemed distant when BaUimore would be in tbe enjoyment of 
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NO iiitni'livr, an iiddilion Ui linr |)ublK. itiHlihitionN. Thrrn uxiNtod hI.mo ri 
cutilMlctit iMtilnf ttial, iui(l(!r llio fttron(( i^irolnrtioti or tiin noriotyr, it rouhl 
hniilniii! in^tilntrd luid NiKxoNNfully luuintMinod. It wiin, coumMiucntly, ' 
11(1 fu'r'i<Jriiliil ('ircuniNlutirn whinli liid t(» tlio utiioii of a ^nllorjr with 
thr MM'inty, nor did it uriNo from any rlini(*.nl(y in tlio diH])onitinn uf thn 
N])!i('(* tdlnitixl (o ii. Itnin^ thuN an olrrmMit in tlm primnry Nclininn, tlio 
an'hiLoc.t whm instnif^tnd lo 'nu*nr\HimU) in tlin jilan an aparlniont adaptnd 
in ilN pro|HirtionH| and in tlin pr(»|M;r aihniNNion of li^lit, to lliiv ohjoct. 
This WMN hn«'(*cMNridly acroniplinlmd, and with no nntcli ind^rnnnt an tu 
havo elicited i\w. dncidnd approliation ol' ronnniNMnjrN, and otlmrN vnniud 
in such niuitciN. In arrordanrn with ihr: original dohiifn^ thrs ^aUory foil 
undrr ihn mlniiniNiration of this No(*inty. ThiN di.spoNition of it Ncmnnd 
appfopriaU; (iir many rmiNonN, not tho Iv.nsl of' whirJi wun tho t'tmuvxUm, 
for tho inoNt part, of thn prodnriions of tho painK^r and Ncnlptor with hif»- 
toriral |N)rNonH or ovontrg It wan ititrinhMl, nlso, to incnuisn tho uttractionw 
and [Hipnhirity of tho Nocioty, hy alt'onhn;,' an a^rcoahlo and tuNtoful ro 
laxiition to iii nMJinh«!r.<.'* 

77ir f)M IMLmvH' lAhniry .:i,oll vqLh. - T!,,. odd I'\'I1owh' Lihrary 
wan oNiahhshod in IMl). ihoniith .':onic* hook*, had horn r.ol lor. tifd for tho 
piirporio .-ii'vcral yoars hrfont. f<nrt year, iipwardn of a thon/«and doUarn 
worn oxiMftidod (or hookfi. An appropriaiinn \s ro^nlarly nmdo from tho 
fnndf^ oi thi! dilfonint lodjL(f\N, hnt no nif^miM'r va taxrd aifditioiially hr th« 
HnpiMTt of ih«^ lihrary; yot ovrry <mio Iuim fho full n.io of it. Tho (irund 
liO(|g(* liaN at)propriatod a lar^M) room ahout CO foot jjy 20 on tho fi rut 
floor of thf* nail, fi)r itv iino.; hot it irt hardly huyo rnnugh t<i acconnnndati! 
tho ntnnorottN viftitorH. TIk; hall Im mmmi to ho onhn^od, and tluini it i>4 
NupuoHod, a fino suitn of looniN will ho aN.*iif^nod lo tho lihrury. Tho only 
(mtulo^no puhliMh(3d, m yet, \h rnio of tlio(jorinan hookN, (Hl2in nunihor.) 
Tho lihrary \r, opon avory ovonintf, o.xfopt Saturday, from lialf-|iaMl 7 t<» 
11 in Mininior, and from half paNtf) to 10 in wintor. All tho natmhorM of 
tho Order in H.'dtiniora ^ahont H^OOO in niiiohor) aro allowod tho iimo of tho 
bookN without chargn. Tho circnlation fur onoijoartnr ondingJiily, iSi^O, 
haN hoon 2,ICn vohnno*:. John Shotlon i:i lihrarian. 

Hnliimoif l'\unfik Cullc^t*, * Thi.M iiiHtnniion whn inror|H)ratod in IH3f)^ 
with pow<!r to confor dogroon; it In loc.jiiod in St, Panr.shtroot. It jkihhomh- 
VM a well Nrh.M'.lcd lihrary of ^^SOO volnnw.'s to whi<*.h tho oldor piipiU 
havo ai'r.<:MN. Thoro In also a valnahlr^ CDlloction of minoralN, and a cahi* 
iM*t of ancient and tno(h?rn r^duN. Of ancjcnt coin.w thoro aro moru than 
500. [Srr: raialoguo of iho H. \\ 'I. |i,r is:,0.| 

lAhffii'if itf ihr Ml (/inn (Jhirurji*i'iU Suriilij ti,000 doU, 

lAhranjof thn MvdivMl DvpnvtNivia^ Uimu-rMity of MarifltiniL^^ 1 ,000 vqI$m 

Uiw lAhninj^A ,000 vols, 

Suiytntl of titv, l'\rn (^tmijitinUfiiu U;d(iuioro jKisfioNM valnnhlo c(dlu(*.tiotiM 
of hook ri. Thr lihrariort of iIm^ iVtocjj/oiiral i'Nio ('otnpany and of tlio 
PatajiNoo l^iro ( *oinpany ninnhor ahoni 1 ,<HM) vohnn«*M caoh. 

mtrJiJtmini' limtiUUt I/iMrari/ -^l^Hn) mla,- '^\\u* Maryland limtituto 
hx tho Promotion of tho iVI<*r.]ianir Art*'/' wmm fonndod in I Hi', mid in* 
cor|>oratod in IH/19. It roroivoN an annual ^rant of 8oOO from tho Htato. 
It liuN hold thron antiiml oxhihitionH of American mannfaottinm. It Ntip' 
|N)rtN a oourNo of loctnruN during tho wintor months, atid han oNtnblitfhod 
A ftchfad of dohign, which protnlsoM to Ihi an im|H)itiiiit and highly UNofiil 
branch of tho itiNtituto. AmotiK ilto ohjocts of tho aHNooiutinn in t,lin col- 
loction of a library. Abottt 1 ;0(K) volunifm Imvo already bo^u obtainid; 
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&nd vigoro!!?; cflorts arc making to increase Iho number. The institute is 
contemplating ihc imniediutc erection of a building for its purposes. 

CUEBTKIITOWN. 

Washington College Libraries — 1,100 vols. — The College Library was 
founded in 1783. fn 1827 the college was burned down^ and only 170 
volumes rescued from the flnmca. lii 1844 the college was revived, a 
new building erected^ and 380 new volumes added. Thcse^ together 
with the valuable present of State papers, and other documents, by Hon. 
J. A. Pearce, form , an aggrngate of 1,000 volumes, with some good col- 
lections of maps, <kc. No yearly appropriation (rf money for the increase 
of the library has, as yet, been made, in consequence of the determina- 
tion of the board to erect now buildings. After these are finished, a libe- 
ral sum will be set apart for the purchase of books. There is a manu- 
script, but no printed, cataloquo. Persons connected with the college are 
allowed the use of the books without fee. Strangers are sometimes, by 
courtesy, permitted to use the library. S. S. Rogers, librarian. 

The Mount Vernon Society of Students, founded in 1847, has about 
lOU volumes. 

EMMRTRBURO. 

Mount St. Mary^s College Library — 4,000 vols. 

HA(JEHBTOWN. 

St. James College Libraries — 3,600 vols. 
The College Library contains - - • . 2,600 volumes. 

The Library of the Belles Lettres Society contains 600 *^ 
The Irving Society Library contains • - 600 ^^ 

ROCKVILLR. 

The MontgAtnery County Library Association y founded in 1849, has a 
commencement of a library (115 volumes.) The money received by 
annual subscriptions will be devoted to the increase of the collection. 
Arrangements have been made for fitting up a room in the building 
formerly occupied as the county clerk's office for a library and reading 
room. The library is open daily from 9 to 3 o'clock. Persons become 
members of the association by subscribing to the constitution, and paying 
a small initiation fee. O. W. Treudwell, librarian. 

The Academy at Rockville has a small library, containing about 
150 volumes^ for the use of the students. 

8AND7 spRma. 

Sandy Spring Library Company. — This library, founded in 1841, con- 
tains about 600 volumes. About 70 volumes are added each year, and 
about 40 dollars expended for books. A catalogue was printed some six 
years ago, containing 12 pages 12mo. The library is open daily from 6 
a. m. to 10 p. m. It is restricted to members of the con^pany, who i)ay 
five dollars lor as^are, and ||1 60 annual subfqriptioa. p Joseph Qilpiu^ 
librarian. 



B 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

(iKdIKJETdWN. 

College Ubraties — 26,100 vokt. — Tfie library of (loorgotowu College 
dates from the fouii'lation of iho oollego, in 1792, and contains at 
present 26,000 volumes. Many duplicates have been given to kindred 
nistitulions, and a valuable collection of astronomical works has been 
taken from tlie library and placed in the observatory attached to the cM« | 
lege. About $350 a'year are ex|>en(Ie(i for books. The library is kept in 
a room 33 A by 2f» feet, most tastefully arranged with shelves of Brazilian 
wood, binfs'-eye mapl^, curled maple, &c., the work of one of the mem- 
bers of the institution. There is also nn octaconal room for state papers, 
journals, &c. No catalogue has been publisned, but one will soon be 

!mt to presrt. The books are arranged according to subjects. Only the 
acuity and students of the higher branches are entitled to take books from 
the library, and the person borrowing the book is strictly proliibited fV6m 
lending it to any person, ctwi in the collaffe. Hooks are very seldom leflt 
out of the college; owing to the loss of several works, great caution is ex- 
ercised in lending. Rev. J. M. Finotti, librarian. 

The Philodeniic and Philononiosian Debating Societies have libraries of 
books in general literature, in all upwards of 1,100 volumes, purchased 
with the subscriptions of members, or presented by members on their ad- 
missii)n t« the societies. 

The college library is one of the most valuable in the country, partic- 
ularly in theology and the classics. It contains a complete set of the 
Acta Sanctorum, the (/hurch Fathers in the Benedictino editions, and 
many works oi great value and rarity, at least in this country. 
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The lAhrnry of Confiyess — 50,000 vols. — The first Library of (Jonffresi 
was founded April 24, 1800. It was collected under the direction of Dr. 
Mitchell; Mr. Gallatin, and others, and consisted of about three thousand 
volumes, when it was destroyed bv the Uritish army on the 34th of 
August, 1814. It was a valuabk* collection, and was mucii resorted to in 
the early days of the city. The total loss of the library induced Mr. Jef- 
ferson to ofler his collection to Congress. It was purchased in 1815. It 
consisted of about 7 t)00 volumes, l()r which .Vlr. Jefferson received 
$23,000. It formed the nucleus of the present library, which contains 
(January 1, 1850) about 60,000 volumes, a few manuscripts, a series 
of medals designed by l)pi|on and executed by order of the French 
government, conimemorative of events during the reign of Napoleon; 
some valuable maps and charts, at\d busts of several of the Presidents^ 
with a few paintings of intetfewt. Tlic yearly average increase is about 
1,800 volumes. .*;5,000 j)er annum are approj)riated by (congress for the 
purchase of miscellaneous books, and $1,000 lor law books. 

The library occupies three rooms in the Oapitol, only one of which 
was orljjinally designed for the purpose. The principal library-room is 
92 feet m length, 34 ibet in width, atid 30 feet in height. It contains 12 
alcoves — on each side— divided by a gallery. The books are drranflid 
according to subjects, on the systcSm of Bacon. Catalogues hayte b^ 
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published as follows: In 1802 (10 pp. 8vo.;) snpplement, 1803 (3' pp.) 
apd 1808 (41 pp.;) in 1812 (101 pp. 8vo.;) in 1815 (170 pp. 4to., 
containing Jefferson's library;) supplement, 1820 (28 pp.;) and in 1830' 
■nd '31 (362 pp. 8vo.) 

The last catalogue was printed in 1840 (747 pp. 8vo.) The additions 
rince that time are in annual supplements. A new catalogue is in press. 

ITie library is open everyday during the sessions of Congress. During 
die recess it is opened on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday of each 
week, six hours each day. Members of Congress, the President and Vice 
President of the United States, Heads of Departments, Judges of the Su- 

E«me Court, Secretary of the Senate, -Clerk of the House, agents of the 
ibrary Committee, and Foreign Ministers, are entitled to the use of the 
library, and are allowed to take out books. The number of books anna- 
ally lent out is not known, nor can the number of persons consulting the 
Kbraiy be stated. It is very great during the sessions of Congress. John 
S. liieeban, librarian; E. B. Stelle and C. H. W. Meehan, assistants; 
Itobert Kearon, messenger. 

In the catalogue the works are classed according to the system of Lord 
Bacon. This system was introduced by Mr. Jefferson, and, unfortu- 
nately, has been continued here, after its abandonment in most other 
libraries. It was not intended by its author as a bibliographical sys- 
tem, nor has any improvement which it has received rendered it conve- 
nient or useful for that purpose. 

The Library of Congress is one of great value. It is worthy of a mi- 
nvte and accurate catalogue. It would be comparatively useless with- 
out one, were it not for the catalogue of its contents written upon 
the memory of the librarians. In a catalogue of the Library of Congress 
every book, pamphlet, map, handbill, speech, and important article in a 
review or magazine, should be entered carefully and accurately under the 
name of its author, and alphabetical and analytical indexes of subjects 
should be made. The catalogue sliould be a model performance. Such 
an one sliould not, of course, be required from the present force employed 
tn the library, which is not sufficient for the regular work of the estab- 
lishment. The making of a catalogue should be a separate affair. 

The librarian is appointed by the President of thetfnited States, and is 
governed by rules adopted by the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. A joint committee of the two houses 
is charged with the purchase of the books. 

LAbrary of the House of Representatives ^\2fiO^ vols. — Besides the 
Library of (Jongress, there is in the Capitol a library for the use of the 
members of the House, consisting mostly of public documents, and con- 
taining several sets, nearly complete, from the first commencement of the 
government. The aggregate number of volumes is at present upwards 
of 12,000. The annual increase is about 400 volumes. The library oc- 
cupies a series of closets, triangular rooms, and attics^ near the hall of the 
House. It is open daily while the House is in session, and is the con- 
stant resort of members, who alone are entitled to the use of it. There 
is DO printed catalogue, hut one in manuscript. Philip Williams, librarian. 
LAbrary of the State Department — 7,000 vols. — ^The library commenced 
with the ^< Department of Foreign Affairs," in 1781. It contains at 
present about 7,000 volumes and 500 pamphlets. The number of maps 
and charts unbound is about 1,500. The annual increase is about 50^ 
volvmes. About $100 are expended for books. The library is in the 
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building of the department, and occupies two rooms. The larjEori 
feet long, 15 feet 9 inches wide, and 14 high, divided on one side 
seven alcoves. The smaller room is 17 feet by 15 feet 9 inches. A 
logue was printed in 1825, (small 8vo. 67 pp.,) and another in '. 
(small 8vo., 150 pages.) 

Besides the puolic library of the State Department, there is a large 
lection of manuscripts relating to the history of the country, in un 
chives of the department. The number cannot now be accurately st£ 

Copyright books — State Department. — Since May 31, 1790, wher 
first copyright act was passed, books and other articles have been acci 
lating ni the State Department, deposited there in accordance wit! 
provisions of the law.* Tliey number at present about 10,000 volui 
besides maps and charts; over 3,U00 pieces of music, and more than 
lithographic prints and engravings. 

The average annual increase of books for the last ten years has 
about 4^10 volumes. These articles are kept in two rooms m the State 
partment, each about 18 by 21 feet and 12 feet high. They are arrai 
m close presses, according to their subject-matter. There is no com 
catalogue. The rooms are open from 9 o'clock a. m. to 3 p. m. on c 
days. The books are not lent out. But few persons consult the libra 
probably not more than 50 a year. Charles E. Weaver, librarian. 

The tAbrary of the War Department ^ WasAiV/g-Zo;*, was organized a 
the year 1832, when Lewis Cass was Secretary of War. It coni 
about 7,000 o^ 8,000 volumes, all the government medals, (50 or ( 
number,) and is well supplied with maps and charts. About $2,00C 
for the last ten years bpen the average annual expenditure for the 
chase of books. The. library occupies a room in the War Departmei 
by 18 feet, handsomely furnished. It is open every day, excej 
Sunday, from 9 to 3 o clock. The heads of departments and bur^ 
officers of the amiy and navy, foreign ministers, and the clerks ol 
War Department, are entitled to the use of the books, and are allowc 
take them from the library. Charles Lanman, librarian. ^. 

Columbian College Libraries — 6,200 vols. — The library of the Co 
bian College was founded in 1821. It contains (January, 1850) o 
4,600 volumes, and some maps, charts, and engravings. The yi 
average increase is about 50 volumes. The collection of a fund fo 
library has been commenced. The librarian is now preparing a catal 
for the press. Tiie library is opened once a week, and kept open se 
hours. Officers, students, trustees, and such other persons as they 
recommend, may use the books. 

There are two societies of students connected with the college, 
sessing in their libraries about 1,700 volumes. 

Library of the Navy Department. — The Navy Department has no 
ularly organized library. There are, however, valuable coUectioi 
books in the office of the chief clerk, in the Bureau of Ordnance and 
drography, in the Bureau of Yards and Docks, and in the Bureau of ' 
struction. In all there are not less than 3,000 volumes, including 
gressional documents. 

The Library of the Patent Office contains about 6,000 volumes. A 
Jogue was printed in 1847, (34 pages 8vo.) The library has groatl 
creased since that time. It contains a valuable collection of worl 
iChemistry, agriculture, technology, engineering, &c. : comple^ seri 
Amy muable scientific jperiodicals; the best encyclopedias; En{ 
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French, German, &c. It is in a room i(i the Patent Office, and under 
liecare of a librarian appointed by the Commissioner of Patents. 
' 7VecM»/ry Depetrtment — ^2,01)0 vols.- Books have, from time to time, 
feen procured by occasional appropriations by Congress, for a library of 
hie Treasury Department. Until the present year, however, no such in- 
titution has been regnlnrly organized. Very recently Mr. John Taliaferro, 
f Virginia, has been appointed librarian; a room in the Treasury build- 
Qg, 60 feet by 20, has been appropriated and fitted up for the collection; 
ikA measures have been taken tor establishing a library upon a perma- 
ient foundation, and procuring for it books important to the officers of the 
department, fi)r wliose use the library is principally designed. 

771c Library of the Bn^ineer Department contains about 1,700 vol- 
iines, iiicludiijg Congressional documents, of which tho sots aro nearly 
bmplete since IS05, many manuscript official reports, and a hirgo num- 
'cr of maps and charts relatingtothe defences of the coutitry. Tlu' yearly 
.Tcrage increase is about 50 vohunes. Bv^ok-^ are purclu»scd out of the 
ontingent fund c^thc department, annually granted by (A>nj:rcss. The 
ibrary is in the office of the Chiel Engineer, Winder's builcling, and is 
►pen every day from to 3 o'clock. Books are lent to the officers of the 
Tepartment, the clerks, and to other persons by courtesy. The assistant 
othe Chief FJugiuHcr is vx officio librarian. The preseiit officer is Cap- 
ain Frederick A. Smith, United S ates engineers. 

Washi/i^ton FJbrmij — .",01)0 vols. — The '* Directors of the Washington 
iJbrary Company" were incorporated by act of Congress, approved April 
k.8, 1811. The library contains about 5,0(10 volumes, and. increasv^s at the 
ate of aboiit 50 volumes ])er annum. The price of a share is $^12, sub- 
«ct to an annual assessmeiit of §3. The library is open daily tVv)m 3 
Mock till 6 p. m. A catalogue was*printed in 1S35, containing T5 pages 
l2ino. 

The Library of the SniUhsmnan Institution— (}y^\)^ rofs — The Smithso- 
tian Institution was established by act of Congress, 10th August, 1846,. 
■rton a fund bequeathed by James Smithson, esq., of England. The act 
orCongress provides that the Board of Regents, to whom is intrusted the* 
Bttnagement of the institution, shall make an annual appropriation, not 
ixoeeding $25,000 a year, for the collection of a library. By a resolution 
©fthe Regents the whole income of the institution is to be perpe'tually di- 
tided into two equal parts; one half to bo devoted to the publication of 
niemoirs, reports, &c., the institiuing of researches, and the support of 
lectures, &c.; the other part to collections in science, literature and art. 
Common expenses are to be divided eijually between the two departments. 
^the museum and cabinet will require but small annual appropriations^ 
Ihe greater part of the half of the income devoted to collections will be ex* 
jended for a library. Pnnn this provision, and from gifts, excfianges, 
ind bequests, we may Justly hojie to see, ere long, upon this foundation 
^library worthy of the united States of America — one which shall release- 
to from a provincial dependanco in literary matters upon the libraries of 
Borope. As a full account of the collection at present belonging to the 
institution will be found in the librarian's report (to which this is an ap- 
pendix,) it is unnecessary to give further details in this place. The library 
•3 open daily, during business hours. The books are accessible to all who 
*^ish to use them in the room. Tlie use of the library is already consid* 
•itible. The number of visitors is very great. C. C. Jewett, librarian. 
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The NaiioficU In$tiiute for the Promotion of Science was fpunded a( 
Washington in May, 1840, and incorporated by act of Congress, approvei 
27th July, 18'42. The Hbrary contains 3,173 vohimes and pamphlets. Il 
has three manuscripts, viz: two Arabic, and one illuminated Latin. Then 
are, also, consideraule collections of maps, charts, and engravings. In thfl 
cabinet are many medals, coins, &c. The library has been received en- 
tirely by donation and exchange. It is of course quite miscellaneoaij 
but It contains many valuable scientific and historical works, and transac? 
lions of learned societies. Many useful and costly books have been ob- 
tained for the institute by Mr. Alexandre Vattemare, the well known ad- 
vocate of th(3 system of international exclianges. The library occupie^ 
temporarily, a room, 22 feet square, in the Patent Office of the United 
States. There is no printed catalogue, but one in manuscript. Thcli* 
))rary is always opened when calls arc made espocually for books; but] 
there arc no stated limes for opening it. No rules have been adopted re-j 
specting the use of the library. Members of the institute are entitled Uk 
visit the library, and there consult books as they wish; but they caunM 
take them away. Dr. James II. CausteU', jr., librarian,"^ 

JcJ/hrsou Apprentices^ lAbrary — 2,000 voh. \ 

Library of the Obseroatory — 500 vr;/*. — The observatory (depot of chartl| 

and instrumenls) was established in 1842, under iho Navy l)epartmeati| 

Its library is compo«cd mostly of mathemalical works. I 

VIRGINIA. I 

I 

UKUIIYVILLK. I 

I 

The Academy lAbrary — 1,000 vols. — The president ond trustees of thii 
' institution, in their report to the president ()f the literary fund, in 1835, statej 
*'About 25 years since a lot of ground, containing about two acres, WSI 
procured in the town of Berryville, and a building erected thereon by prin 
vate contribution, m an expense of about $3,000, which has siuce befl|| 
>:onstantly occupied as an rliiglish and classical academy. A few yeam 
since further subscriptions were entered into for the gradunl purchase oft 
library of about 1,000 volumes, to be attadied to the academy; whicS 
library is also in successful operation, and promises to be extensively u$f* 
ful, both to the students of the academy and to the residents in its imni0« 
diate neighborhood!'' 

13ETIIANY. 

Collesre Libraries — ^2,280 vols, — The library of Bethany College WM 
founded in 1840, and contains 1,224 volumes, 12 maps and charts^ ai^ 
21 engravings. One-half of the matriculation fees received from, studdmi 
is devoted to the library. The fund consequently Huctuatea wi^ tb 
number of new students each successive session. The library is openeq 
one hour each week. All persons connected with the institution an 
entitled to the use of the library. Books are not lent to other peraoitf* 
There are two literary societies connected with the college. The Neotrpi 
phian Society, founded in November, 1841, has a library of 562 volumes. 
The American Literary ^Institute, founded in December, 1841^ ha« $ 
library of 494 voiumes. J. 1). Pickett, librarian. 
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BOYOTOWN, MECia.BNBUKG COUNTY. 

. » 

Library of Randolph Macon OoUesa^ tiear Boydtwon — 6,000 vols. — 
This institution was incorporated in X832. Its library and mineralogical 
cabinet are valued, in the report to the president of the hterary fund, in 
183o, at $2,500. The number of volumes in its libraries is stated in the 
American Almanac, for 1850, at 6,000. 

BRUNSWICK COUNTY. 

Ebenazer Academy ^ incorporated in 1795, reports to the president of 
Ihe literary fund, in 1835, "a small library." 

CAROLINE COUNTY. 

Rappaluinnock Academy, — Incorporated 1809-'10. The trustees in 
their report to the president of the literary fund, in 1835, say: ^* Connected 
■with the institution is a library, selected, for the most part, by the late 
Colonel John Taylor, who may be regarded as the father of the institu- 
tion, and purchased with funds obtained by the sale of the organ belong- 
ing to Mount Church. The library contains works on law, medicine, 
theology, history, biography, science, geography, political economy, (fcc, 
dtc. It is, however, very inadequate to the wants of the academy; but 
such additions are made to it, from time to time, as its feeble means will 
allow." 

CHARLOTl'ESVILLE. 

Library of the University of Virginia — 18,378 vols. — The library was 
'fcnnded in 1825, and contains 18,378 volumes, 24 maps'and charts, and 
2,000 engravings. The yearly average increase for the last ten years hj^ 
lieen 413 volumes. The yearly average expenditure, prior to 1848, §500; 
% 1848, S1>^00. The regular annual appropriation, out of the revenues ' 
ef the university, is $500. The Madison legacy of $1,500 yields $90 
per annum, for the increase of the collection. The library occupies the 
third story and dome of the rotundo — a circular brick building', 75 feet in 
diameter, erected in 1825, expressly for a library, for $70,000. The two 
lower stories are used for lecture -rooms, laboratory, museum, dec. A 
catalogue was printed in 1828 containing 116 pages 8vo. The library is 
open daily for an hour and a half. The rector, visitors, professors, and 
•tudeuts of the university, and no others, are entitled to the use of the' 
library. To these persons books arc lent out under certain prescribed 
liqiiitatious. About 3,000 are taken out annually. About 275 persons, in 
Avyear, consult the library without taking away books. William Westen- 
wer, librarian. 

*<This library was originally selected and arranged by Mr. JeflFerson. It 
hiV» since been augmented by several valuable donations, among wtkch' 
ape the legacy of Mr. Madison, amounting to 587 volumes; that of the 
late Christian Bohn, esq., a generous and enlightqned citizen of Rich- 
mond^ amounting to 3,380 volumes; and a donation of 234 works by afi 
unknown and benevolent lady, through the Rev. Dr. Alexander, of 
Princeton. It contains an unusually large proportion of standsurd literaiy 



rind scientific works in the principnl Rnrnpnan lungnnges, togetfior with a 
rich and extensive collection of engravings." [Annnul cutaloguo, lb'IH-'9.] 

KMOllV, WARIIINCTON COUNTY. 

limory an H Henry Collvtrp. lAhrarws — fi,001 vols. — The college library 
was li>un(l(ul in IH39, and contains ii,59l volumes, 51 maps and charts, 
and ()li coins. The yearly average increase, tor the last i(^\\ years, has 
been •-ii'il) vcilmnes. I'lie average annnai expenditure atxait jj<75, raised 
by a tax o( Jji^I a year on each in^rson uiing the library. A catalogue r>J8 
pages lliJnio.) was printed in lhl4(j. The library is open one Ijoiir and a 
half each week. Any person l)aying tlie fee, and conforming to the rules, 
n)ay borrow the books. M. Ijongley, libraritui. 

'1 hc.n! are two societies of students possessing libraries: the Herine- 
sian Society, 2,()W volumes; and the (Jalliopean Society, 2,717 vohunos. 

l<'ArriFA\ f'OUNTV. 
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The Hpisvopal Theohtrical Seminary of Virginia — 4,99i 

library, founded , contains 4,995 volumes, besides a 

iiund)erof unbound periodicals and pamphlets. There is n 



4,995 iWa.— Th6 

library, founded , contains 4,995 volumes, besides a considerable 

nund)erof unbound periodicals and pamphlets. There is no permanent 
fund lor the library. About Jil?50 a year are appropriated by the trustees 
lor tin? purchase of books. The library room is about 30 feet by 15. The 
library is opened twi<!(5 a week. Those connected with the institution/ 
and a linv gentlemen in the neighborhood, are entitled to the use of the I 
books. About tM() bdoks are lent out in a ytjar. Ther<5 is a snndl library I 
(200 V()hun(^s) belonging to the llhetoiical Society, l^nifessor Packard, ' 
1). 1)., Ubruvian. 

LK-VI?;(JTON, 

. Wasliinf^ton Cvlle^c Libraries — 4,997 vols. — The college library wai ] 
founded in the spring of 1776. On October 13, 1774, a resolution wai \ 
passed by the Hanover presbytery, appointing a connnittee to raise sub- ; 
ficriptions for this purpose. In IH37 the library > though more than 80 i 
years old, scarcely contained 700 volumes, and those were in a very shat- , 
tored condition. It had no fund or other means of increase. A sraall ' 
fee has, for several years, been imposed upon every matriculate, which ii 
devoted to the library, and yields from S135 to 1^150 per annum. Sinco 
1837, about 230 volumes or ])u*blic documents have been received from 
Congress, and about 420 volumes, ^^of a solid and substantial character," 
have been added by purchase. The library now contains 1 ,397 volumaft' 
The college laws provide only for its use by Biudents and professors, who' 
can have access any day for consultation, and can take out books on tiwf; 
regular days twice a week. Other persons would doubtless be alioiN^' 
the use of the books on apply itig for pei mission. 

There are, besides, two htoraiy sociefios connected with the coHeg^i' 
possessing libraries of l,80(i volumes each. Rev. P. Oalhoun, libmriant 

Virgmia Military Institute, -'The library, foiuided in 1841, containf- 
2/600 volumes. Iho average annual increase has been 250 volumef. 
For the last five years, the Stnto legislature has appropriated $500 per an- f 
mim for tlie library. This is the only permanent resource. A roonii 



145 [ 120 ] 

20 by 20 feet, in the public building, is appropriated to the use of the 
library. The library is open half an hour each week. The use of it to 
officers and cadets is gratuitous. About 1,500 volumes a year are lent 
out. Any pnrson of respectability can always procure a book on applica- 
tion. Col. Francis H. Smith, librarian. 

MADISON COURT-HOUSE. 

Library Association — 353 vols. — Founded January 1, 1842. The library 
contains 353 vohimes, 2 manuscripts, 25 maps, 6 charts. It is opened 
once a week, and kept open two hours. A person may become a mem- 
ber by paying $1 per annum. T. J. Humphreys, librarian. 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTV. 

Atademy Library — 150 vols, — Founded in 1819. The trustees in their 
report to the president of the literary fund, in 1S35, state: ^* The trustees 
have commenced a library, and have procured about 150 volumes of 
books, a set of globes and surveying instruments, and some maps; and 
for the want of funds, are unable to proceed further in this way." 
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PARICERSBURG. 



Literary Association — 360 vols. — Incorp)orated January 11, 1844. The 
library was commenced in the autumn of that year, and contains 360 vol- 
umes. About $40 a year are expended for books. The library is open 
every week-day during business hours. Persons entitled to the use of 
the books are: I. Members of the association, who pay three dollars per 
annum; 2. Subscribers, who pay $2 per annum; 3. Apprentices, ward;B, 
and children of members or subscribers (they being responsible,) at $1 per 
annum. The average annual issue of books is about 225. Non subscri- 
bers may obtain the use of books by depositing their value. S. C. Shaw^ 
librarian. 

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY. 

Union Theological Seminary — 4,306 vols. — This institution is under 
the direction of the Presbyterians. It was founded in 1812. The library 
\ was founded in 1828, and contains#4,306 volumes and some manuscripts. 
The increase is slow; less than 100 volumes a year. Efforts are in pro- 
, gr^ss to raise a fund for enlarging the library. The books are kept at 
1 present in the gallery of the seminary chapel. There is a catalogue, 
t printed in 1833, of 107 pages 8vo, The library is open on Tuesdays and 

}* Fridays, one hour. All persons connected with the seminary and the 
&culty of Hampden Sidney College are entitled to the use of the books. 
*The collection is a very valuable one, and is often consulted; but books 
L are not lent out to others besides those mentioned, except on the personal 
3 responsibility of the librarian. The Society of Inquiry on Missions has 
ii|S()0 bound volumes end a multitude of papers and pamphlets. Rev. Sani- 
Jtiel S. Graham, librarian. 

jj Hampden Sidney College Libraries — 8,000 vols. — This college was 
i. chartered in 1783. In 18§5; the president and trastees. In theii* report fe 

Mis.— 10 
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tlio president of the literary fuml, way: ''The colleafo hafi a fow Ixx 
scarcely deserving the uniue of a library. The tw() »ocieti(3s have c 
a roHiwctabhi library." «*JJy the census of 1840, this inHtitulion had 
students, and K,(K)0 vohmies in its hhrary." [Howe's Hist. Coll.] 1 
number probably includes the books in tne society libraries. 

niVNTTTOMTN, TAYLOK COlWTr. 

Racior CoUes^e Library — 2,000 voh. — This college was chartered 
the le^iNlaturein 183H. ft was onened for the reception ofstudents in W 
The library was founded in 1840. It is a *' valuable collection of n 
than 2,000 vohHnes,containhig the fjatin and (ireek classics, a choice 
lection of works of modern authors, Knglish, Frrtjch, (fonnan, Span 
(fcc. In the deparnnents of theidogy, anatomy, mathematics, history, 
moral science and law, are many standard authors." 1^he whole lib 
was collected in contributions from a peat number of cler;L<ynien, olfi 
of coUrges and seniinaries, and individualh in th*! New England Stt 
but mostly in Massnrlni.selts. The room occupied by the library is 
Icet square, in the third story of the brfck building erected for the 
lege in ]K^8-\'}9. The library is open one hour a week. All the ofli 
and students are entitled to the use of the library; the latter pay fifty c 
a year for the privijci^e. Hooks are also UjuC to persons living in the ti 
and virinity. Hesidcs ihe college library, the prinripal bns a pri 
library of 1,000 volumes, acessible to all the bludentt;. Charles Whe< 
principal. 

• 
rtioiiMoxp. 

State Library of Virginia — 14,000 voh, — Foimdod in 182.S, and i 
tains about 14,000 volumes. 1 here is a permanent fund derived i 
sales of books and maps published by the Hlate, devoted to the incr 
of the library. It will yield alxnil lii}2,0(X) per annum. The library-o 
pies two rooms in the capitol; the larger 'M feet squure, with a gal 
containing an upper range of shelves; tne smaller room is abo!il3() fee 
15. Several catalogues have been printed. The last is **A Uatalogi 
the Library of the State of Virginia, arranged alphabetirally, under 
ferent heads, with the number and fizeof the volumes of each work s] 
fied; to whirh are prefixed the rules and regulations provided for its 
crnment*' — 157 pages 8vo.: Uichmond; 1840; it is a handsomely pri 
catalogue, in whjch the books are arranged under twelve divisions, 
departments best sup|)lied are those of law, politics, and history, 
general collection is very good. About 200 volumes have been rocij 
through M. Vattemare's system of exchanges. The library is open d 
Sundays and holidays excepted, from a. m. to 3 n. m. OjQIicersof 
ornment^ judges of the courts, and members of the legislature are ent 
to the use (»f the library. The customary courtesies are extended to y 
ors and to persons engaged in literary or scientiitc research. A note 
able to the governor for double tlie valu<J of the book, o jset to whi 
belongs^ must be ^iven by any person taking a t>ook from the lib] 
conditioned upon Us prompt and safe return. The note is to oont£ 
further forfeiture for every day's detention of the book beyond the spec 
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Thr Viriirinia Ttisiorirai and Phifosopfiical Sk>cietj/ — l,2fM) vob. — This 
society was formoJ 29ili December, 1831. The General Assembly, by 
an RCl of the lOth March, 183*1, iiicoriMirated the society, iiiul by resolu- 
tion of the (Uh February, 1835, directed to be pr»euted to it a copy of the 
largo map of Virginia, and such books and papers belonging to the library 
fund as the joint committee on the library may designate. A leading 
object of the society was to collect and preserve bcKiks and papers, both in 
prnit and manuscript^ relating to the history of America, and especially of 
Virginia; to make its library a repository of e\i?rything of the kmd, as far 
as practicable, [See preface to G, Robinson's <* Voyages to North America, 
I52t> to 1573,'* Svo.: Richmond, 1818. l^repared for the society.] 

The library of the society now contains about jWU volumes, and about 
50 manuscripts, relating chiefly to the history of Virginia, and a few 
medals, coins, and relics, ^ut few purchases have been made. The 
library is kept in a large room in the law building, in which the meetings 
of the society are also held. It is open for consultation daily at all hours. 
Members of the society can intrt^duce others. No books are allowed to 
be taken from the n>om. iV^rhaps 100 dilferent pt^rsons consult tho col- 
lection in a year. William Maxwell, corresponding secixstary and 
librarian. 

Tho private library of Mr. Mnxw<»ll, lent to tlie society and deposited 
in their nnnns, ct)ntains about 1 ,t>00 volumes. 

Richifwtffi Ckillvtrv Libnin/ — 1 ,201) iHtl.w — l^his lil)rary, founded in 1843, 
contains 1 ,W() volumes, a few nuips, :u)d about 10 diagrams for illustrating 
natural philosophy. The library occui)ies a nmni (12 by 18 feet) in the 
collegia building. It is ojxjued once a week for half an liour, and fiv- 
quently at iMher tintes, by request. Students who hnve the gos|x»l nun- 
istry in view, u\y nothing; other students i^ay $il jx^r annum for the use of 
the books, 1 he Mu-8igma4lho Sticiety has 00 volumes of l)oi»ks and a 
leading^n^om, with G pcnodicals, acccvssible by ixiying CJ cents jn^r month. 
Robert Ryland, president. 

The Lihrtiry Aifsoriation — 1,600 wfa. — This association published in 
18A1 a catalogue of its library, in 22 pp. 8vo. 

KOMNKY. 



A leading object of its institution wtis the iiurchase of a library of valuable 
standard authors, by the annual suhvscription of its membrrM — on objei^t 
which has Ikhui since steadily pursued, its present library of l,00ll vols. 

Ihitviug been acquired solely by this means, lly the liberality of the 
legislature (acu? of the 6th of January, lv*^l2, and of 15th of February, 

flM4,) th« society, having then become possessed ol considerable means* 
procured an act to be passed on the 12th of December, IS';^6, conferring 




very prosperous condition. After 1853 the society 
toceivod an endowment of $20|000; a^d will possess a permauout fund of 
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$12,000, yielding $720 per annum; one-half of which is devoted to the 
support of the Romncy Classical Institute, and the remainder to the pur- 
poses of the Literary Society — the purchase of books, philosophiccJ appa- 
ratus, &c. In 1845 a fiandsome brick building (two stories high, main 
building 54 feet by 40, with a wing forming a convenient residence for 
the principal of the institute) was built by .the Literary Society, for its 
own use, and for an academy. The building anil grounds cost about 
$8,000. The upper story ^of 'the main building is devoted to the use of 
the society, and is divided into two rooms — a hall for meetings, and a 
library. The meetings of the society are held in public, semi-monthly, 
for the discussion of questions literary, moral, dec. -and lectures on various 
subjects are occasionally delivered before it, by its own members or others, 
on tlie invitation of the society. By resolutions of the society, the use 
of its library is extended to ministers of the gospel of all denominations 
gratis, and to citizens generally on the same terms as those on which it is 
enjoyed by its own members. A ** catalogue of the members and library" 
was printed at Romney, June 1, 1849: 16 pages 16mo. There are at 
present twenty re§;ular members, who pay $3 each per annum to the 
library fund; and eight library members, admitted under certain regula- 
tions of the society, and paying the same fees. Persons having the use 
of the library are furnished with keys, and may enter at any time. . Cler- 
gymen of the village, or vicinity, and the principal of the institute, ar« 
the only persons to whom the privileges oi the library have been gratu- 
itously extended. The librarian is A. P. Whita, of Romncy. The prin- 
cipal of the institute is E. J. Meany. 

WILLIAMSBURG. 

William and Mary College Library — 5,000 vols. — Tliis college, next 
to Harvard the oldest in the country, was founded in 1692. It is not 
known with certainty when the library was commenced. It now num- 
bers about 5,000 volumes. It is supported by a matriculation fee, or tax, 
of $5 a year from each student, amounting to about $400 a year. The 
library is opened one hour a week. There is no printed catalogue. Pro- 
fessor M. J. Smead, librarian. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

CHAPEL niLL. 

Libraries of the University of North Carolina — 11,847 vols. — The Uni- 
versity of North CaroUna was incorporated December 11, 1789. The^ 
business of education was commenced early in the year 1795. At flia^ 
time the library Avas begun. (See History of the University of No " 
Carolina, American Quarterly Register, November, 1842.) It now con 
tains 343 folios, 357 quartos, 2,536 octavos, and 265 duodecimos; in aB 
3,501 volumes, besides a collection of manuscripts, principally relating 
the history of North Carolina. The shelves of^the room occupied as 
library have been for some time more than full; and for this, among othi 
reasons, little effort has been made to increase the library. A sejpar 
building is in contemplation, and will probably be erected during the' 
suing year; and, when this is completed, it is expected thai systemai 
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arrangements will be made for the increase of the library. The library 
iB open five times a week, an hour at a time. The faculty and the stu- 
dents use the library without fees. Ashbel G. Brown, A. M., librarian. 
There are two literary societies connected with the college which have 
valuable libraries. The Dialectic Society has 26 folios, 93 quartos, 2,478 
octavos, and 1,938 duodecimos; in all, 4,535 volumes. A catalogue was 
printed in 1821, (21 pp. 12mo.,) containing 1,673 volumes; another in 
1835, (26 pp. 8vo. ,) containing 3,060 volumes. The Philanthropic Society 
has 26 folios, 167 quartos, 3,314 octavos, 804 duodecimos, et in/,; in all, 
4,311 volumes. A catalogue was published in 1822, (18 pp. 8vo.,) con- 
tsiining 1,473 volumes. These libraries are in buildings apparently con- 
nected with the wings of the other college buildings; Separafed, however, 
by a wall and copings of some four feet high. They were erected in 
1847, of brick, at an expense of $10,000. The rooms are fitted up with 
alcoves 8 by 8 feet on each i^de. The central aisfe is 20 feet wide; the 
length of the room 37 feet. All residents on the Hill who seem to be 
woper persons to have books, are allowed to use them without charge. 
The libraries are opened twice a week for an hour. The books in both 
are well selected, and in fine condition: they ar^ much used. 

MECKLENBURG COUNTY. 

Davidson College Libraries — 1,200 vols, 

BALEIGH. 

State Library — 3,000 vols. 

, 8ALES1. 

7%e Fayette Academy possesses a library,, founded in 1804, containing 
about 1,500 yolumes. The library is for the use of the teachers and 
pupils of the academy, which is an unincorporated institution of the Mo- 
ravian Church. E. A. de Schweinitz, principal* 

VALLE CRUCIS, WATAUGA COUNTY. 

Mission School Library — 1,600 vols. 

^ WAKE FOREST. 

Wake Forest College Libraries — 4,700 vols. 

SOUTH OAEOLINA. 

CHARLESTON. 

The Library Society — ^20,000 vols. — The library was founded in 1748. 
On the 15th of January, 1778, it was nearly destroyed by fire; only 185 
volumes of 5,000 or 6,000 being saved. It now cdti tains 20,000 volumes. 
Its average annual increase for the last ten years has been 180 volumes, be- 
sides pamphlets. Average annual expenditure for the same period^ about 
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$1|000. The income of the institution is derived from an annnat as9es9' 
meht upon the members of $10 each; from rents of rooms and buildings 
belonging to the society, and from admission fees of new members, ^25 
each. It of course varies with the rise or fall of rent, and the number, 
of new members admitted. It is at present about $2,500. A brick 
building, erected and long occupied by the Bank of South Carolina, 
was purchased about ten years slso by the society, apd the upper story, 
consisting of one room 40 feet by 35, and two others, eath 20 feel 
square, was fitted up at an expense of $2,000 fcr the library. Tberoo^ui 
on the first story are rented as offices. A three-story bxick building be- 
longing to the estate is rented as a dwelling-house. 

**A catalogue of the books belonging to the Charleston Library Soci^ty^ 
published by order of the society,'' containing 375 pages ovo., was 
printed at Charleston in 1826. This is a classed catalogue, with an alpha- 
betical index of authors and tl^e titles of anonymous works. The pre&ce 
contains a minute history of the society, with some excellent remarks oa 
the arrangement and cataloguing'of a library. 

Volume two of the catalogue, containing books rarchased sincJfe 1826y. 
in 144 pp. 8*vo., was printed at Charleston in 1845. This volume is 
classified, but the classification is difierent from that of the first volume. 
It has no index. 

"A list of books obtained by the Charleston Library Society since tfie 
publication of the second volume of the catalogue of books, being tne 
first supplement to the same, prepared by the librarian, and printed by 
order of the society," was published in 1847, at Charleston. It is alpha- 
betical, and contains 23 pages 8vo. Several catalogues were prinied 
before the destruction of the first library: in 1790, in 1802, in 1^6, an- 
other in 1811, when the library contained 7,000 volumes. Some supple- 
mentary pages were printed in 1816 and 1818. 

The library is open every day, Sundays and holidays excepted, ffom 
10 o*clock a. m. to 3 o'clock p. m. About 5,000 volumes are lent i>ut. 
annually to members of the society or to their orders. The book com- 
ihittee may extend the privileges of the library occasionally to others* 
William Logan, secretary and librarian. 

The following interesting sketch of the history of this important insti- 
tution is taken from the preface to the catalogue of 1826: 

"The Charleston Library Society owes its origin to seventeen young 
gentlemen, who, in the year 1748^ associated for the purpose of raising a 
small fund to ^collect such new pamphlets' and magazines as should 
occasionally be published in Great Britain. They advanced and remitted 
to London ten pounds sterling as a fund to purclmse such pamphlets as 
had appeared during the current year, acting at first under a mere ve)*bal 
agreement and without a name. Before the close of the year their views 
became more extensive; and on the 28th December, rules for the organiza* 
tion of the society were ratified and signed, when they assumed the name 
of a Library Society^ and made arrangements for the acquisition of books 
as well as of pamphlets. 

^^Ofiicers were first elected on the 1st of April, 1749, and a few members 
were added during the spring and summer of that year. But as soon as 
the benefits of such an association were distinctly understood, the society 
became popular, and before the close of the year 1750 numbered more 
than 160 members. 
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^'Eflforts vere made at an early period to obtain an act of incorporation. ' 
In the spring of 1751, through the influence of some of its member^, a 
bill for incorporating the society was passed through both houses of As- 
sembly, but was defeated by the governor, who refused his assent and 
signature. In the spring of 1752 another bill was passed through the 
legislature, which shared the same fate; and in 1753 the agent of the 
colony in London was requested to make every exertion in his power to 
obtain from the Privy Council in Great Britain a charter for the society, 
or instructions to the governor to ratify the act which both houses of the 
Colonial Assembly had passed. Upon an appliciation to the Board of 
Trade by the agent, and some gentlemen who interested themselves in 
behdf of the society, they were informed that the measure was not con- 
sidered as contrary to his Majesty's instructions, but that it was unprece- 
dented to ratify in England a bill to which the governor of a province 
had refused his aissent. 

"It is difficult now to ascertain the causes which created these obstruc- 
tions to the incorporation of a literary society. But the ejTect was injurious, 
and had nearly produced a dissolution of the association. The members 
finally resolved to place their funds at interest, and make no further pur- 
chases until a charter could be obtained. A third bill, however, was passed 
in 1754, to which G >vern0r Glen finally gave his assent, and on the 24tli 
June, 1755, it was confirmed by the Crown. 

. ''From this time the progress of the society was rapid and satisfactory. 
The members continued to invest a portion of their income in bonds, and 
soon began to embrace in their views the establishment of an institution 
for education in connexion with their library. 

'*Such was the increase of their funds, that in January, 1775, the 
amount in bonds was <;ff 18,000, and between two and three thousand 
pounds were added to this sum between this period and the 1st of January, 
1778. 

''The library of the society, at the same time, was receiving regular ad- 
ditions from annual purchases and the donations of individuals, which 
were then frequent. Great attention appears, from the mihutcs of the 
society, to have been paid at this period to classical literature, and mapy 
discussions took place as to the portion of the funds which should be 
annually applied to this department of literature. The collection of clas- 
sical authors and of commentators on the classics was not only respecta- 
ble from its number, but valuable for the selection; for some excellent 
scholars then superintended this portion of its labors. 

^*It was in all probability this steady adherence of the society to the 
future establishment of an academy or college, (for the professors indicated 
in the report of the committee were adapted to a collegiate course of 
studies,) and the complexion of the library, that inliiced Mr.. John 
M'Kenzie, a lawyer of eminence in Charleston, who died in the summer 
of 1771, to bequeath a valuable library to the society for the use of a 
cpUege when erected in this province. These books were received, dis- 
tinctly marked, and always kept apart from the Books of the society. 

'* The comiTiencement of our revolutionary struggle suspended all 
schemes of improvement. It soon became difficult for the society to col- 
lect its funds — it became more difficult to invest them; a large sum was 
fdaced in the treasury of the State, and the certificates of this debt were 
fi)r a long time unproductive memorandums. ' 

<' But a heavier calamity awaitefd the society. Th6 fife bf the 15th' 
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January, 1778, which destroyed nearly one-half of Charleston, broke out 
a little after midnight in the immediate vicinity of the library. From the 
hour, the violence of a north wind which unfortunately blew, aijd the oom- 
bustible materials with which our houses were usually built, the neigh- 
borhood was enveloped in flames before any effectual assistance could be 
rendered. The library, which then contained, according to the state- 
ment of Dr. Ramsay, who was a member at the time, between five and 
six thousand volumes, almost totally perished. A melancholy record on 
the journals states that only 185 volumes were saved, and many of these 
were volumes of mutilated sets. 

^' M'Kenzie's library, from some circumstance, probably accidental, 
fared better than that of the society: about two-thirds of the books were 
saved, though many of the sets were broken. 

^' This loss could not at that time be repaired. The war closed ourcom* 
munication with England, and the British maritime force intercepted our 
intercourse with Europe. A few books were procured in the ciUr, but 
Charleston itself fell into the possession of the British in the spring o/^1780. 

" Prom a report made to the society in October, 1786, it appears that 
Pr. J. Fariau, who had been elected librarian in January, 1780, remained 
in Charleston during the time, the^t this city was occupied by the British 
troops; that he took charge of fhe library, removing it with him from place 
to place as circumstances compelled him to change his habitation, and thai 
it was owing to his assiduous care that the remnants of these libraries were 
saved from entire destruction. 

'* Immediately after the peace the society was reorganized, oflScers were 
appointed, and its meetings regularly resumed. But its funds were in a 
ruinous condition. Its members had been widely scattered by the acci- 
dents of war. Some had perished, many left the country, and those thai 
remained could render but little effectual aid to its treasury. The coun- 
try had been rendered desolate. The fortunes of individuals were pros- 
trated, and where the bonds remaining to the society were eventually 
good, it was difficult to collect either the principal or the interest. Fof 
several years, although some few purchases of books were made, the so- 
ciety seemed to exist rather as a social club than as a literary association. 

^* If a catalogue entered on the books on the 3d November, 1790, is 
faithful — and there seems no reason to doubt its correctness — the library of 
the society then contained only 342 volumes, and M'Kenzie^s books were 
reduced to 403 volumes. The librarian's minutes corroborate this state- 
ment, for they show that, in 1790 and '91 , it was uncommon for more 
than three persons to take out books in the course of a noonth, and in 
some months none were borrowed. 

'^ At length, m 1790, some debts due the society were put in a train for 
payment, and the indents which had been received for the money de- 
posited at the commencement of the war in the treasury of the State, 
amounting to about $11,000, which, though frequently urged, it had 
wisely declined to sell, were funded and rendered valuable. Jt was then 
ordered that this stock should be sold ; that .$6,400 should be subscribed 
to the Bank of the United States, and that the remainder, with whatever 
sum should be received from their bonds or notes, should be applied 
to the purchase of books. The resolutions for the establishment of 
an academy were at this time finally repealed. The books which 
were imported in consequence of these orders, and which, from many 
circumstances^ were delayed until the close of the year 1792j may 
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insideied as the foundation of oar present collection. From this 
the increase of the library has been regular thongh moderate^ and 
irly misfortunes of the society will account for its deficiency in an- 
literature, and even in the political writings which preceded our 
itionary contest. In 1808^ the books in the Ubrary amounted to 
) Tolumes; by the catalogue of 1811, to 7,000; and the number now 
bly exceeds 12,000. 

f this library should be found small, it must be remembered that it 
een formed within a few years, firom the very moderate contribution 
members. It has no patron to boast of— no act of public munifi- 
i to record. If we except a few donations of single volumes or sets 
oks,* and one legacy from Benjamin Smith, in 1770, of about $600, 

000 currency y) we find no memorial ef other assistance. 

Previous to 1765, the library was kept at the houses of the respective 
ians. 

jabriel Manigault, esq., who had been president or vice president of 
3ciety for many years, then presented the society with a lease for 
ty-one years of a convenient buildings in or near Einloch court, 
nepared it for the library at his own expense; and the Ubrary was 
ved there in the beginning of 1765, and continued until the fixe of 
Mr. Carwithen died in the summer of 1770, and Will. Hort was 
nted librarian; he resigned in a &w months, and Thomas Powell 
elected oil the 4th February, 1771; after holding the office four- 
months he resigned, and Samuel Price succeeded in April, 1772; he 
Qued in office until the end of 1778, and Fr. J. Fariau was elected 
79, and again in 1780, and continued librarian until the summer 
'S3. After the fire of 1778, temporary accommodations were pro- 

1 for the library. In January, 1780, VV'^ill. H. Gibbes, esq.', offered 
t of his office; the remnants of the library, however, appear to have 
cased up after this time, for, in April, 1783, a committee was ap- 
ed ^ to inquire for a proper room, that the books may be opened.' 
i>an. Cannon loaned the society a room in Queen street for a short 
i but when Mr. John M'Oall was elected librarian on the 1st July, 
, he removed the books to his office. In April, 1784, the intendant 
wardens of the city offered the society a room in the Elxchange, 
(ler the books were removed. In October, 1787, the council required 
room, and the library was placed at the comer of Broad street and 
ay. In January, 1788, it was removed to the corner of Tradd street 
lie bay. In January, 1791, it was again removed to the corner of 
d and Church streets, and in November, 1792, finally placed in the 

it now occupies in the upper story of the court-house. 
When the court-house was rebuilt by subscription, after having been 
t in 17S8, the members of the Library Society subsqribed very 
dly, and promoted the subscription with their influence, with an un- 
ainding that their books would be permitted to occupy some portion 

t deserves to be noticed that the individual to whom this society has been most frequently 
rhaps moat exien>i?eiy indebted, is an inhabitant of Paris. Passing some time in Caro- 
ich his father, mary yean a^o, they received from some of its inhabitants those hospitable 
on;« which the citizens of this country take so much pleasure in paying to strangers, and 
jrresy haj never been foi^otten. Scarcely a year for some time pant has elapsed without 
leivm^ from him some volume or work as a teji*tirnoniai of his remembrance. I allude to 
Michaux, the yoi^/iger, the author of the spleudid work on the Forest Trees of North 
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of tfin builclinfi:--^n(l in this arrnngomnnt there hiui been hitherto a HI 
ttrmueft(*.iinoe." 

Apprmiih^n^ TAhrnry-^^fiOi^ voh, — The j^oriety wa« hicorporated 
Dnnjrnbnr, 1W*I, and VnrharttmMl In Diminnlier, IH40. The library 
flrM opennd Jnno 1 , 1H24. It now (•.ontiiirm ilbotit H,500 volnmnn; al 
50 nriHptt and churtH, and aix [lortniitN of juuntlninen diNtinicniMhod in 
Revolution; aJNo a j)bitoNO])hical ap|niratUN, worth abotu S(N) dollarN, 
a imir of fl[lobe« of tnreo fiict rtiunifitor, and naw. Tlio avi^raga annua 
cronse \h abotit BOO volumes. TUi^ avora^n annual exi^nditiiw (or b( 
is about $l5t). A brjok building with a tin roof was nrnctod for th( 
stitution in IH40, at a cest of lFil4,/5(M). U is 7H feot Iouk, 34 fiiot w 
and two stories high. The upper story is nr.nuyUxl solely as a ler.t 
room, 'rhn lower story contains a library li7 foot by 29, ann two road 
rooms, each 8.1 feet by l5i. A catalogue (3»(i pages stnall Hvo.) 
jirintod in 1H40. 

The library is opcm every day (oxcopt Sundays) from 4 o'cloc^lc p 
tfll 9 in winter, and 10 in sununer. IJooks are lont to membors of ih< 
dety, their families, and rtpprontices, and to other young persons rer 
mended by tiiembers as benoflciaries. Kach member f)ays one dolla 
fidmlssion, and two dollars and fifty cents jn^t annum in advanco, Al 
HOO or W){) books, and sets of books, are taken ant annually; or, i 
daily averago, about J^2 hooks lo about I H applicants. All strungew 
•wo'lcomed to the use of the books at iho libmry. HoMides those, eigl 
ten residents resort to it daily as a reading roonx. ^^'he old bo 
and those not often consulted, unless Imund with Russia leather^ 
apt to be injured by insects. They may he siivnd Uy taking them 
every week or two and siriking tlio backs together, hiso by cli[)nin§ 
Russia loathor seattercd about on the shelves.'' William Mstoll; sc 
tary, treasurer, and librarian. 

7%/J lAbrnry of the Odhju^a of (^/larlcsion--^^ fOOi) volif, — lu tlio 
178B, three colleges — one at OharlcNton, another at Winnshorougli, ai 
third at Oand)ridge-"reccived a connuon charier froin the legislHtui 
South Carolina. In 1791 a separaio chttrtwr wasgruntod tothe (yollc§ 
Charleston, 'l^his institution was roorgHnizcd on the tiOth of Docem 
1837, at which time an act of the leginlature was passed authorizing 
transfer of ail the collegu profierty to th« <'.ity conned of CharloNton. * 
city coutiril In boimd to maintain the collega. 

Tho library was commencwl about 40 years ago. In the year 182 
considerable donation of vahiabid hooks wum mtirle by thn citijseri 
OharlcNton. The library contaiiis at present about 2,000 volumem. 
(Jatalogue of the books in tlu^ Mbrsry of thn OharleHton College," ( 
taining *M] pagen I2mo., was j)rinuwl at (/harlcKton in IH49. Wjlham 
rotmeau Kmley, prcNident oi (JharlcNton (^olh^ge. 

7'//r? MNHmt (Uillvjifa of Uu^ Stutv of South f 'ftrolinn-^2j4Ri) voh, — ' 
library of the Medical Soej^ty contains 5^,4i5(i voJumoN. About 120 
JufN are yiiarly ex|H)n(ied li)r bookN. The library oc.ciipieM a rorun, su] 
by IH inet, in tho Medical (Jollege. A catalogue wan printed in ISM4, 
another, containing 40 pageH Hvo., in lM;i. TIuj library is open 
timoN a week lor two hours, and is freely aceuHsiblu to men) hers of 
Medical Socioty, and all others lo whoui they may grant pennits, Al 
3B0 volumoN are anmuilly lent out; and about 250 jM^rNonN tmch year ( 
stdt tho library wilUuut taking away books. Dr. '8. L. Lockwt 
librarian. • 
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Oii^LUMniA. 

Sauih CaroHfia Odhge TJItrariea — lR,400woi?. — In lft02, thcrn wan an 
I6t of tho legislature U) purchaHO bookn fur Iho collego library. IMic collec- 
ipn at prcNcnt cotitainH above 1 7,000 volumes^ including an unuKually large 
itoportion of elegantly illustrated worloi. Its atuiual increase Ih about 500 
flumes. There in an annual appropriation by the legislature of Iji2,000 
or tfie library. A brick building was erected in 1^38, for the use of tho 
ibraryy at a cost of $22,000. There are two rooms on the sides of the 
Mssage in the lower story. Tlio library room is 100 feet by 40, and is 
podellcd aftiir the Congress Library. An architect was sent to Washing- 
im to copy the i)lan. A catalogue was pinted in 1836, of 112 pp. 8vo.. 
prepared by Kdward W. Johnston. Another, IBl pp. 8vo., was published 
D 1849. It is intonded merely for temi)orary use, whilst a more perfect 
vie is in preparation. 

The library is open every day in the w<5«k; exc^jpt Sunday, from 9 
l^ctock till one. 

Persons entitled to (he use of the books are the tnistees, faculty, and 
Indents; all who present $100 worth of books, and others who have a 
Special permission from the trustees. Any gentlettian can get a book by 
isiug tho name of a trustee or professor. t\ W. McMaster, librarian. 
Students' societies — 
(JIasiosophic Society liibrary ... 700 volumes. 

^ . liuphradian Society Library . - • 700 " 

\ Tlie college lil)rary is one of the best selected in the country. Tho 
irned aid of ProfesHor Lieber has been bestowed u|)on it. 'I'he collec- 
n is far more valuable than many of twice its size. The legislature of 
uth Carolina has abundant reason to be proud of its liberality, and sat- 
ed with the manner in which it has been seconded by the ofllcers of 
I college. 

Thiioloffical Seminary of the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia — 
iJ84 voM. — 'IMiis institution was established by tho Presbyterians in 
[828, went intr> operation in 1831, was incorporated in 1832. The library 
h« commenced in 1830, and contains 4,554 volumes. Most of the books 
ve been prc»sentod by individuals; yet, fi)r the whole time since the 
JKbrary was commenced, the average anmuil expenditure for books has 
jkoon $243. The library is temporarily placed jn a lofty room, 25 feet 
wy 20, in one of the buildings of the seminary, and is o[x*n' four or 
Ive times a week, one iiour each time. There is no printcid catalogue. 
The ollicers and studenta of the seminary, and, by courtesy, clertfv- 
ttien of the town, are allowed the use of the books. About 1,300 
Names a year are lent out. In answer to the question, ^M lave the 
l^ooksbeen injured at any time by Insects?*' the librarian writes: ^^^Much 
kjured by a small shiny moth, which eats off tho pasted titles of cloth* 
k»und books, and sometimes by a blackish worm of the cnterpillar 
hod, the product of a brown milbir or moth, which eats bjather nind» 
llg. It is also found that. In this climate, except in the driest situa- 
lous, and occasionally even in these, leather-bound books suiter Tnuch 
K)m mould — Knglish leather*bound books less than American, and French 
^haps less than Knglish. Otie gentleman amongst us has suffered so 
buch from this cause, that he will only have books bound in c.loth; and 
^ese, if the letters are stamped on the back, without being on a title 
tvbich is pasted, are injured less by mould and insects than any other.'' 
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The "Society of Inquiry/* composed of students of the seminary, pos- I 
sesses about 200 volumes. It maintains also a reading-room, in which ] 
the principal newspapers and reviews of this country are taken, as well ai J 
the reviews of Great Britain, and one or two German publications. Thii ; 
room is accessible at all hours. There is also under the control of thif [ 
society a museum, containing articles illustrative of the natural history T 
and superstitious usages of heathen nations. Rev. George Howe. D. D.^ 
librarian of the seminary. ^ 

FAIRFIELD DISTRICT. 

Fwrman Theological Seminary Library — 1,600 w&. — This is a Baptiat r 
institution, established in 1826. i'; 

GREENWOOD, ABBEVILLE DISTRICT. 

Hodges Institvie — 500 vols. — The Sopronean Society of this institution 
possesses about 300 volumes. There is, besides, a reference librarjr of 
200 volumes. The institute was incorporated in 1848. It is the design ■ 
of the trustees to make the institution one of the first order. Issachar 
Howard, librarian. 

LEXINGTON COURT-HOUSE. 

Theological Seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church — 1,660? 
vols, — The library, founded in 1833, contains 1,560 volumes, besides 
many pamphlets. The library is kept at present in the house where the 
lectures are given, syad occupies a room 25 feet long and 10 feet wide. It ■ 
is hoped that better accommodations will soon be obtained. There is a'' 
written catalogue, somewhat in arrears. The library is open for taking, 
out and returning books every Wednesday from 8 to 12 o'clock. Tha 
library is intended for the use of the students of the seminary and the 
ministers of the Lutheran church. Others may be admitted to its privi- 
leges on application to the professor of theology, who has the superintend- 
ence of the library — Professor Ernest W. Hazelius, D. D., Librarian. 

GEORGIA. 

ATHENS. 

Franklin College Libraries — 10,267 vols. — The present college library 
was commenced in 1831, the former one having been destroyed by fire in 
October, 1830. It contains 7,267 volumes, 59 maps and charts, a medal 
struck 1*1 commemoration of the victory at Saratoga, 3 gold, 94 silver, and 
249 copper coins, ancient and modern. The yearly average increase fcr 
the last ten years has been about 132 volumes. The annual expenditUB9 
for books, during the same period, about $600. The income of tne library 
is derived from appropriations by the trustees of the college. In 1835, a 
brick building was erected for the accommodation of the library and mi* 
eralogical cabinet, at a cost of $3,000. It is 50 feet lon^ and 40 feet wide, 
measuring from the outside of the walls. It is two stories high, with two 
rooms on each floor. The books s^re arranged according to subjects. A 
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catalogue was published about twelve years ago. Another was printed in 
1847, entitled " Catalogue of Books in the Library of the University of 
Georgia, by Professor James Jackson, librarian; published by order of the 
board of trustees: Athens, 1S47:" small l2mo., 69 pages. The titles are 
distributed under twenty-eight classes, corresponding with the arrange- 
ment of the books upon the §helves. The library is opened four times a 
week — Monday to Thursday, inclusive — and is kept open from half an 
hour to an hour each time. The trustees, faculty, resident and under- 
graduates are allowed the free use of the books. Under-graduates are re- 
quired to return or renew them every two weeks. Interary gentlemen 
and ministers of the gospel in the place are, on the responsibility of the 
faculty, admitted to the privileges of the library. The trustees and faculty 
alone are allowed to take books out of the town. Professor James Jack- 
son, librarian. 

The Libraries of the Franklin Society and of the Phi Gamma Society 
contain 3,000 volumes. 

AUGUSTA. 

Library of the Medical ChUeffe of Georgia — 4,000 vols. — This library, 
founded in 1833, contains 4,000 volumes. The average yearly increase 
is about 150 volumes. The expenditure for books, $200. The library 
occupies a room in the college building 25 feet by 36, and is opened daily 
during the forenoon. The faculty are allowed the use of the books by 
having the work taken out charged to the borrower; the students, by de- 
positing |!lO as security for the return of each volume. L. A. Dugas^ 
M. D., librarian. 

The Young Men^s Library — 1,510 vols, — ^The Young Men's Library 
Association was founded 27th January, 1848. It expends about ^800 a 
year in the purchase of books. The society rents two rooms, each 40 
feet by 20, in a brick building — one for the library, and the other for a 
reading-room. The library is open daily (Suiidays excepted) from 8 to 
10 a. m., and from 3 to 10 p. m. Persons become life members by pay- 
ing $50. Regular members pay $4 a year. Members are allowed to in- 
troduce strangers to the use of the library for two weeks. The library at 
present contains about 1,510 volumes. Thomas Courtney, librarian, 

MACON. 

Weslcyan Fhmale College Library^SSO vols, — The college was incor- 

S rated in November, 1837, and opened for students in January, 1839. 
he library was commenced with the college, and now (Jamiary, 1850) 
contains about 350 volumes, a few valuable ancient coins, a respectable 
cabinet of minerals, and a few antiquities, mostly the fruit of private do- 
nations. The library occupies a room in the college edifice, and is acces- 
sible at all hours of every day. The use of the books is free to the officers 
and pupils of the school. 

MILLEDQEVILLE. 

Oglethorpe University Libraries-^iflOO vols, — The college library was 
founded with the college, in 1838. It contains about 2,000 volumes^ 
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mostly donations, and occnpios a largn and airy room in tlio colli^go odi- 
fioo. Tt is opcMiod lwic(i a W(M»k — on« hour nach tinio. Tho Iuwm fJlov 
of tiiobooks btJing lent, within a milo of tho college, at thfl dlHcrntlon of 
tlio prnsidont. PcTsons connoftod with the collngo may \m\ th«ni withmii 
few. Tho two litorary Hocic.tiris (tho Thaliun and the Phi Delta) have welt 
{^elected libraries of l^OOO volumoM eacli. 
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Emory 0}ll$ffP'^2,7i)() voU, — Tho colloffe library, founded in 1839, 
contains 1 ,02t) voluniwfi, incnmning by donations alont*. It occuj)ies a room ] 
ao f«et S(|uare in the college biiildinu. 'Inhere Ih no print«^d catalopie. . 
Tho library is opened (bur days oach week, half an hour at a time. Pw.j 
iesNorrf and studonts are allowed to use tho books without charge. About | 
250 vohnnos aro taken out each year. Tiirrcj ar(j two Kocioties of stndentii • 
having libniries. 'I'ho Kew Societv has 725 volumes j the Phi (Jamiua 
Jilocicty, %0 volumes. Rev. J. M. iJonuell, librarian. 

Mercer Uv ivtrsitf/'^ yiM) iwi?. — Tho library was commenced when 
tho college was chartered in 1H:W, and now contains 3,()()0 volumes. Thi 
nvailable fur)ds of the colbige have hitherto been devoted niainly to thi 
purchase of apparauis and the er<'c(ion of buildings, whilst the library hai 
renmined nearly stationary. It is, however, <iX[M«ued wmn to receiTi 
more attention. ^Phere are two other small but annually-inerea9iiig 
libraries connected with the C(dloge. H, P. yanf(>rd, librarian. Till 
, Jjaptist Theological Seminary is cormc)ct<5d with the university. 

Historical Snniaty Library and Savannah Sociciy IJhrary — 7;0f)() t«)it.-^ 
nie Oeorgia Historical Society was found(jd in Juno, IR'W, and incor- 
I)orated the llHIi of i)cc(unber of the same year* It has jaiblished «eveml 
volumes of Collections. The legislature confided to the care of the «ocieftr 
the invaluable docmnents obtained in lilngland by the llev. Charles VV. 
Howard, at a large exjKsnse to the State. <<Th<Jse are comprised in SSI 
volumes folio, h'iftcujn are frcmi the rcconis of tho Hoard of Trade, six 
from the Stat(5 pMper oilicc, and one from tJKj King's Library ; forming • 
body of historif'.al information full of tfio inont inttirosting slatementM, lei' 
ters, and reports relating to the colonial |)eriod (»f (toorgia.'* 

The Savannah Soci<;ty !<ibrnry has been lat(5ly united with thatoftba 
Historical Soci(Uy. They together contain about 7,(MM) volumes.— [Sae 
Accoui4t of the (ieorgia lIisU)rical Socioty, by W. H, Stevens, M. I). 
American tluartorly Itegistcr, May, IMt), p. 3i4.] 

" This province [neorgiaj was scarc(5 thirty years settbid before it had 
three fine libraries in the city of Savatuiah, the (()urth at Mbenessor, and a 
fifth 00} miles from the sua, upon tho stream of Savannah. It) the»6 libfB' 
ries could be had books written in the Chaldaic, liobrew, Arabic, Siriac, 
(/optic, Malabar, (xreek, Imtin, French, (xerman, Dutch, and Spanisbf 
besides the English, viz: in thirteen languaiifes." — [l)e nrahm'H(Jeorgi»; 
privately Jnrinted by (i. W. Jones, of (^'eorgia, in 1849, from an old M8> 
in Harvora University Library.] 
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• ALABAMA. 

LA GRANQB. 

College Ubrary-^^OOQ vols. 

MARIOri. 

Howard College. — The library, founded in 1842, contains 1,600 vols. 
It is opened once a week for half an hour. S. S. Sherman, president. 
This is a literary and theological institution, and the library is conse- 
quently designed to be literary and theological. 

MOBILE. 

The Franklin Society y founded 17th January, 183^. The library con- 
tains 1,454 volumes, with a few coins and maps. Of late years but few 
additions have been made to the library, the attention of th« society hav- 
ing been mostly turned to maintaining a reading room. The Franklin 
Society and the societies of Free Masons have erected a brick building 
for their joint accommodation. The room of the Franklin Society is a 

Sarallelogram, 62 feet by 32. The library and reading-room are open 
aily for the use of members of the society and subscribers to the reading- 
loom. The books are used in the room. P. Hamilton, president. 

SPRING IIILL. 

College Library-^fiOO vole. 

TUSCUMBIA. 

The Literary and Scientific Club, formed in 1849, meet weekly to dis- 
cuss questions and submit essays, some of which have already been pub« 
lished. A fund is accumulating gradually for the purchase of books. 
The secretary is 6. M. Wharton. 

TUSCALOOSA. 

T/ie University of Alabania^l yli'i vols. — The library was founded in 
1831, and contains 4,500 volumes. The yearly average increase, for the 
last ten years, has been 159 volumes. There is a stated annual appro- 

Criation of $200 for the library. Within the last five years the trustees 
ave madtj two extra appropriations of $500 each. The library is in the 
'* Rotundo,'* which is occupied, besides, as a chapel, and for public ex- 
hibitions. The library room is a large circular apartment, 85 feet in 
iiameter. The whole building cost $75,000. The foundation, to about 
four feet above the surface, is of sandstone; the residue of brick. The 
fiiBl printed catalogue—a pamphlet — was published in 1838. The lastr— a 
vlMume of 257 pages 8vo.— was printed in 1848. 

The library is opened twice a, week, and kept open about an hour each 
time. The trustees, faculty^ resident giaduates, students, and donors to 
the amount of $100 to Uio library, are entitled to the use of it; and iMy 
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take out books. About 800 volumes are lent annually. Robert S. Gould, 
librarian. The two students' libraries contain 2,6*43 volumes. 

The first catalogue of the library was prepared by Mr. Richard Furman. 
It was classified. The second was prepared by Mr. Wilson G. Richard- 
son, M. A., now professor in the university. It is on the plan of the 
catalogue of Brown University Library. This elegant catalogue is highly 
reditable to the institution, and honorable to the industry, taste, and 
earning of the gentleman who prepared it. A few such publications will 
establish a high standard of excellence for the catalogues of even small 
libraries, and will demonstrate their value. ^^ A catalogue," says Mr. Van 
der Weyer, ^< is like the eye of a library." Let the eye, therefore; bi 
perfect, that the whole body may be full of light. 

FLORIDA. ! 

PENS AC OLA. 

T7ie Naval HospiiaL — ^The library of the Naval Hospital was founded 
January 16, 1847, and contains at present 1,337 volumes, besides pam- 
phlets. The library has been raised by voluntary subscriptions of the 
inmates of the hospital, and of benevolent individuals, officera of the 
navy, &c. Mr; Secretary Mason directed $150 to be given from the 
Naval Hospital fund. A considerable number of donations have been 
deceived. The library room is in the hospital, and measures 27 feet by 
24, and- 17 feet high. It is open from morning to evening every day. Any 
inmate of the hospital may take out one book at a time. The library is 
the property of the hospital, and is under the direction of the surgeon itt- 
charge. The present incumbent is Isaac Hulse, M. D., U. S. Navy. 
The steward of the hospital, Mr. G. L. Brown, is acting librarian. 

ST. AUGUSTINE. 

Judicial Library — 2,000 vols. 

TALLAHASSEE. 

State Library, — The State Library was founded in 1845, and contains 
2,000 volumes. The use of the library in the room is free to all persons. 
The library is under the care of the Secretary of State, Charles W. 
Downing. 

MISSISSIPPI- 
JACKSON. 

State Library— -5 yOOO vols. — Pounded by act of legislature, passed 
February 15, 1838, appropriating $3,000 for the purchase of suitabte 
books. Previous to 1842 there was an annual appropriation of $1,000 
for the purchase of books; since then the appropriation has been $500— 
one fifth of which is for law books. The library is on the third floor 
of the State capitol. "A Catalogue of the Library of the State of Missil* 
.sippi, arranged alphabetically, under different heads^ with the number; 
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size, and cost of the volumes of each work specified , to which are pre- 
Gxed the rules and regulations provided for its government/' 27 pages 
Bvo., was printed at Jackson in 1839; the same, with additions, 34 pages 
Bvo., 1841; same, 1845, 43 pages 8vo.; same, 61 pages 8vo., 1847; 
same, 51 pages 8vo., 1849. The price of each book is given in every 
catalogue, and forms a novel but interesting feature. The library is 
opened every day during the session of the legislature, Sundays ex. 
cepted, from 9 a. m. to 3 p. m. All persons are allowed to use the 
library when open, but no one is allowed to take out books but the 
trustees, State treasurer,* adjutant general, judges of the United States 
[jircuit court, and members of the legislature while in session. Persons 
who have filled the office of governor of the State, chancellor, judge of 
the high court of errors and appeals, United States senator irom the 
State, whilst they may be in the city of Jackson, ar^ allowed to borrow 
books. For every book issued, a receipt or note of twice its value, or 
twice the value of the set to which it may belong, must be given, condi- 
tioned on its safe return, and the payment of all forfeitures and penalties 
for detention beyond the time limited by the laws. John W. Patton, 
librarian. 

CLAIBORNE COUNTY. 

Oakland College — 6,000 vols, — The college library, founded in 1831, 
contains 3,589 volumes, 200 maps and charts, 800 engravirigs, and 300 
medals and coins. In 1841, $3,000 were appropriated for books, but the 
library has been increased principally by donations. An apartment in 
the college chapel, (a brick building,) 26 feA by 22, and 14 leet high^ is 
used for the library. The books are arranged according to donors. The 
library is opened once.a week for an hour, and frequently at other times. 
Books are lent to all who apply for them: few, however, are taken out ex- 
cept by the officers and students of the college. Professor John Cham- 
berlain, librarian. 

The students' libraries contain 2,411 volumes. 

OXFORD, LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 

The University of Mississippi, near Oxford, went into operation in 
November, 1848. Its library coiitains about 1,600 volumes. The State 
has made an appropriation of $3,000 a year 'for books and apparatus. 
The college has an income of $16,000 per year: seven professors and 
eighty students. 

WASHINGTON. 

College Library — 1 ,000 vols, 

LOUISIANA. 

BATON ROUGE. 

State Library — 7,000 vols. — ^The State Library was founded the 12th of 
March, 1838, and contains about T,000 volumes, some MSS., maps, en- 
gravings, &c. The library has ]^tely lieen removed to Baton Rogue and 
placed in a room in the capitoL A correct description and iaventoiy of it 
Mis.— U 
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will soon be prepared. As yet, there is no printed catalogue. The aver- 
age annual increase is about 300 volumes. An annual appropriation of 
$1^000 is made by the State legislature for the increase of the collection. 
The library is open daily from 10 a. m. to 3 p. m. Admittance is free to 
all persons, but no book is to be taken away except by members of the 
legislature during their sessions. Paul Caire, librarian. 
College Libraries — 1,000 voiumea. 

BRINGIERS. 

■ • 

Jefferson College Libraries — 6,000 vols, 

JAC^KSON. " 

Louisiana College Libraries — ^2,000 vols. 

NEW ORLEANS. 

Public School Ubrctry — 10,000 vols, — "The Public School Libranr 
and Lyceum Society of Municipality No. V* was founded December d, " 
1844. The library contains [1850] 1 0,000 well-selected volumes. It has 
also two books of paintings, and five books of sketches. It is supported 
by subscriptions, donations, and voluntary contributions of the pupils of 
the public schools, and is fast increasing. An elegant room, 75 feet by 
35, and 20 feet high, has been recently provided for the permanent ac- 
commodation of the Ubrary^ in the new 2d Municipal Hall. The exact 
cost of this room is not perhaps known; the cost of the entire building is 
estimated at $300,000. There have been two printed catalogues: the 
first, numbering 29 pages, was published in 1 846 f the second, 155 pages, 
in 1848. The library is open daily (Sundays excepted) from 2 to 8 
o'clock p. m. Subscribers pay $5 per annum. Pupils of the public 
schools, may become life 'members by paying $9. The teachers of the 

?ublic schools are entitled to the privileges of the library without charge, 
^he librarian is Samuel H. McConnell. 

TEXAS. 

AUSTIN* 

The State Library. — The collection of books usually styled the State I 
Library was commenced in 1837, and has been derived from donations* I 
It numbers at present 1,001 volumes. The average annual increase 15 I 
about 80 volumes. The books are kept in the buildirf^ of the* State de- / 
partment, and are accessible to the public, without charge, during busi- / 
ness hours, every day. About 300 are annually taken out, and perhaps I 
300 or 400 persons annually consult the collection without borrowing I 
books. The library is in charge of the secretary of state, who is con- j 
sidered ex officio librarian. 

RVNTSVILLE. 

■ 

Austin College y incorporated in 1850^ is in vigorous progress^ and col- 
lecting a library. ^ 
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INDKPSNDSNCE. 

Baylor University lAbrary — 300 vols, 

ARKANSAS. 

UDXTLE ROCK. 

Lyceum Library — 1,000 vols. 

TENNESSEE. 

COLUMBIA. 

Jackson College Libraries — 2|50O vols, — The college library was be- 
gun in 1834, and contains about 2;00U volumes. About 400 volumes 
have been added during the last ten years. There is a manuscript cata- 
logue. The library is opened once a week for an hour. Students pay 
60 cents per session for the use of the books. Rev. Joseph Sherman^ 
LL. [)., librarian. 

Students' libraries, 600 vols. 

The Female Institute Library — 3,500 vols, — EstaJ)lished February, 
1839 — contains 3,500 volumes, and the richest Sollection of engravings m 
the State. About 350 volumes per year are added to' the library. About 
$150 are annually expended for the purchase of books . There is a manu- 
script catalogue. The library is opened one hour each day. Members of 
the institute pay $1 per annum for the use of the books. Books are not 
taken from the institute except by day pupils. F. G. Smith, rector. 

GREENVILLE. 

CMegc Libraries — 3,000 vols. 

JACKSON. 

West Tennessee College was incorporated in 1843, and reorganized in 
1849. It has four teachers and ninety-two students. It has begun to 
collect a library. 

KNOXVILLB. 

J3ast Tennessee University-^y500 vols. — The college library, found- 
ed in 1819, contains 2,306 volumes. It is supported by fees for the use of 
the books, with occasional apprbpriations from the funds of the university. 
It occupies a room 20 feet square and 14 feet high, in the main building 
of the university, which is of brick. The library is open regularly once 
a week, and, on application, at other times. Officers of the university 
are allowed to use the books without charge; students pay $1 a year for 
the privilege. About 150 books are lent out in a year; and about 240 

Eersons consult the library without taking away books. There are two 
terary societies connected with the college, (the Chi-Delta and the Philo^ 
mathesian,) which have each*about 1;100 volumes; in rooms belonging to 
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the university, connected with the society halls. These Iibraric« have 
been founded but a few years, are rapidly increasing and much used. 
Albert Miller Lea, librarian E. T. University. 

LEBANON. 

Oumberland University Ubrary — 4,000 vols. — The library, commenced 
in 1844, the date of the charter of the university, contains some 4/K)0 
volumes. William Mariner, librarian. 

MARYVILLE. 

College Libraries — 3,700 vols, — This institution was founded in 1821, 
and was called the << Southern and Western Theological Seminary." A 
charter was obtained from the legislature in 1842, and the name of the 
institution changed to " Maryville College." The library, commenced 
in 1821, contains 3,200 bound volumes, and about 500 pamphlets. The 
increase has been very slow, not more than 25 volumes per year. The 
library is in a room 20 feet by 12, in the second story of a brick building 
belonging to the college. It is opened whenever application is made for 
books. Students of the college, and persons in and near the town, pay 
$1 a year for the use of ^he books. Clergymen educated at the college, 
and residing within one nundred miles, are allowed the use of the books 
without charge. The " Beth-Hacma Society" of students has 126 vols. 
The ^^ Bcth-Hacma-ve Berith" Society has 375 vols. John S. Craig, 
librarian of the college. 

MURFRERSl^OROUGH. 

Union University Library, — 500 vols. 

r 

NASHVILLE. 

State Libra?!/ — 8,006 vols, — The State Library has no legal existence 
or distinct name, but is merely the depository, under the ,care of the secre- 
tary of state, of books and charts which have been accumulating ever 
since the foundation of the State. It contains now about 8,01^0 volumes, 
mostly reports, public documents, and books presented. There is no ap- 
propriation for its increase. A large and elegant room, 36 feet square and 
about the same in height, in the new capitol, will be assigned to the 
library. The library is now opened daily from morning to evening, (Sun- 
days excepted.) It is accessible to all persons, and books are freely lent 
to all who apply for them. W. B. A. Ramsey, secretary of state. 

Nashville University Libraries — 9,456 volsx — "Davidson Academy 
was incorporated by the General Assembly of North Carolina 29th Decem- 
ber, 1785. Its name, property, and rights were merged in ^ ^Cumberland 
College," incorporated by the legislature of Tennessee, Uth September, 
1806. The legal style and title of this college was changed' to *^ 3%« 
University of Nashville^^ by an act of the legislature, 27th November, 
1826. The library was founded in 1824, and contains (1849) 3,144 
volumes, and a few MSS. During the last four years the sum of $1,216.75 
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has been paid for books. There is a catalogue in manuscript^ but none 
printed. Professor N. Cross is irbmrian« 

There are two society libraries, namely: the Agatheridan, with 3,676 
volumes, and the Erosophian, with 2,736 volumes; making with the col- 
lege library a total of 9,456 volumes deposited in the college building, and 
which may be consulted or borrowed by any member of the university; 
also by others on certain easy conditions. The president, Philip 
IJndsley, D.D., and Professor Troost, have private libraries, containing^ 
7,000 or 8,00U volumes. The three' public libraries are said to contain 
^*many rare books in various languages, and very few that are not useful." 

Pranklin CoUege, (near Nashville,) — 2,100 vols.^The college hbrary, 
commenced in 1844, contains 1,200 volumes, and increases about 100 a 
year. The expenditure for books and collections in natural history is 
about $200 per annum. The library is opened twice a week for one hour. 
The members of the faculty have free use of the Ubrary, and the students 
my $2 per annum. Perhaps 1,000 persons visit the library in a year. 
There are two societies of students, the Euphronian and the Apollonian, 
with libraries containing together about 900 volumes. • 

WASHftNGTON COUNTY. 

Wathington OoUege Ltbrwry — 1,000 vols. 

KENTUCKY. 

AUGUATA. 

College Libraries — ^2,500 vols, 

• BARDSTOWN. 

St. Joseph^s CoUege — 3,000 vols. The college library was founded 
in 1824, when the college was incorporated by the legislature of Ken- 
tucky. Before August, 1848, the Ubrary contained about 6,000 volumes. 
At that time the board of trustees divided the library between "^hi^ and 
several otfier institutions which they directed, leaving to St. Joseph's Col- 
lege about 500 volumes of theological, historical, and Uterary works, with 
a set of congressional documents. A new board of trustees, at present, 
controls the affairs of the institution, and they are determined to form a 
permanent and valuable library. It already numbers about 2,000 volumes. 
It has also about 400 medals of the 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries^ 
and about 200 modern coins. The expenditure for books from the gen-' 
ml funds of the college is about $250 a year. The principal reliance for 
the increase of the collection is upon donations. The library occupies a 
room £4 feet by 15, and 13 feet high, in the college building. The books 
are arranged according to subjects — each subject having one or more pan- 
els. There is no printed catalogue. The library is opened every day 
twice, to allow the professors opportunity for consultation — three-quarters 
of an hour in the morning and one hour in the afternoon. Books are 
freely lent to persons connected with the college, and, by permission of 
the superintendent, to others residing in the immediate vicinity. 

There are two societies of students possessing useful libraries; the 
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Eumdelphian (or English) Society has a collection of wftrks in English 
literature, and the Eucerophradic (Frencli) Society possesses a library of 
French books. Rev. John Roes, S. J., Hbrarian; 

COVINGTON, 

TAhrary of the We9tem Baptist Thcologictd Institute — 2,000 vds. — 
The hbrary was founded in 1845, and contains about 2,000 volumes. 
One thousand dollars a year Ls hereafter to be appropriated from the gen- 
eral funds of the institution for the increase of the collection. The iibraty 
is opened on Tuesdiiy and Friday of each week from 8 to 9 o^clock 
a. m. All members of the institute and ministers of the gospel in the city 
are entitled to the use of the library. Rev. Prof. A. Drury^ librarian. 

DAN VILLR. 

Centre Collef^e — 5,050 vals. — Tlie college librnry, beg^in in 1^24, 
contains 1,850 volumes. The endowment of the college is nearly com- 
pleted to j^lOO,(K)0. After it reaches that pint, systematic eflbrts will be 
made for raising a large library fund. Inhere am two libraries belonging 
to societies of students — the Deinologian (1,600 volumes) and the Cham« 
bcrlain (1,G00 volumes.) John C Young, president Centre College. 

FRANKl^ORT. 

fStote Library — 9,0(»0 vols, — Pounded in 1834, and contains about 
8,000 or 9,000 volumes, mostly law books and public documents. There 
are not more than 200 volumes of miscellaneous works. In 1840, the 
legislature appropriated $<3,000 for law books for the courts and the legis- 
lature. The library is kept in a room, 50 /bet by 20, in •the State-house, 
A catalogue is in preparation and will soon be publistied. The library is 
opemed daily during the sessions of the courts and legislature. OlHcers 
of the State government, members of the legislature, and lawyers attend- 
ing the courts in Frankibrt,are allowed the use of the books. The books 
are no} lent out to others. R. D. Hailan, librarian. 

• 

GEORGETOWN, 

Georgetown College Ldhraries-^T ,2iiO voh, — The library was founded 
in 1837, and contains 6,500 volumes, comprising many costly works in 
philology and theology, but chiefly scientific and historical books, a few 
manuscript iournals of early settlers of Kentucky, and many maps and 
charts. It has also 64 medals and 676 coins, comprising those of Bnr- 
mah, Siam, Hindostan, the East India Company, South America, Dutch 
East Indies, d&c. The average annual increase is about 500 volumes* 
The late additions of 800 volumes have been obtained by the president 
as donations, as have also all the coins, medals, and other articles, as 
idols, statues, 6cc, There is a charge of $1 per annum on each student 
for keeping the books in repair. The library is in a room of the main 
building of the college, 45 feet by 32, with lofty ceiling. The cotns, 
medals, pictures, A^c, are kept in a room devoted to the purpose, on the 
same floor as the library. The books are arranged on the shelves accoid- 
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:ng to subjects, under twenty divisions. A catalogue raiso7ine was print- 

=^ in , containing 76 pages 1 2nio. The library is open twice a week, 

lialf an hour eacK time. All. persons connected with the college are al- 
lowed the use of the books; undergraduates are taxed $1 each per annum 
for the privilege. By permission of the president, books may be taken 
3ut by citizens. No application has ever been refused. Prof. Danford 
Thomas, librarian. 

Two voluntary societies of students are attached to the college — each 
having a convenient hall and a library. The two libraries contain 780 
volumes, 

T/ui Female CoUegiate hiHitute — organized 1838 — ^^ has a select libra- 
ry of 500 volumes.'* 

HARRODSBURG. 

Bncon CoVege, — The college possesses aboqt 1,800 volumes, accessible 
to all persons, but no regularly organized library. 

LEXINGTON. 

TYansylvania University — 14,000 vols. The college library, found- 
ed in 1798, contains about 12,000 volumes, in three library rooms in the 
three departments of the university, under the control of the faculties of 
arts, law, and medicine. Several catalogues have been published, but 
none of recent date. H. B. Bascom, president T. U. 

The students' libraries contain 2,000 volumes. 

LOUISVILLE. 

Tfie Louisville Library — 3,500 vols. — was chartered as the ^^Mercan- 
tile Library Association." Two years ago it was reorganized and re- 
ceived the name of the Louisville Library. The library contains 3,500 
volumes. The stockholders of the library are about to erect, on the court- 
house square, a handsome building of stone and brick, 60 feet by 30, to 
cost $;5,000, for the joint accommodation of this library, that of the Ken- 
tucky Historical Society, and that of the Louisville Law School; which, 
united, will form about 6,000 volumes. The room for the Louisville Li- 
brary will be 60 feet by 30, and 25 feet high, fitted up with alcoves and 
galleries. A catalogue was printed about 10 years ago, and reprinted in 
1848, The library will be open every day and evening till 10 o'clock. 
Stockholders and subscribers alone are entitled to tak/e out books. Wil- 
liam Johnston, librarian. 

KAiUuclcy Historical Society — 1 ,000 vols, — This society was organized 
March, lb38, and has a library of 1,500 volumes. [See Louisville Li- 
brary.] 

Louisville Law School has a library of about 1,000 volumes. [See 
Louisville Library.] 

Medical Department of the University of Louisville — Ifi^Qvols. — "The 
library is enlarged from year to year by the purchase, not only of new 
medical works, but of costly books pertaining to the allied sciences. 
Bandsome additions have lately been made to it, and other purcliasett 
vriW be made in the course of the coming vacation." — [AanQalcataloguej 
1849-^60.] • • ' 
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MARION COUNTT/ 

Si, Maty^s CoUegc Library — 5,000 vols, . 

PRINCETON, CALDWELL COUNTY. 

Cumberland College (near Princfton) — 1^210 vols, — The college libra- 
ry was founded in 1825-'6. It contains about 1,000 volumes. Ex- 
ertions are now making for its enlargement. A new room, 30 feet by IS, 
has lately been fitted up for its accommodation. There are in connexion 
with the college two literary societies: the ^^Erodelphiany" organized in 
1842, reorganized in 1847. It has a large hall, 30 feet by 18, well car- 
peted and furnished, and a library of 160 volumes. Number of meni6er» 
22. The other is the '^Amicitiae Societas,'' constituted April 28, 1S49, 
witii 8 members. It has a large hall well fitted up, and about 150 volume*. 
Richard Beard, president of .Cumberland College. 

SHELBYVILL^. 

Shelby College Libraries — 4,000 vo&.— "An extensive theological and 
classical library is attached to the college /which will be accessible to such 
students as may choose to enjoy its advantages. The number of volume* 
amounts to about 4,000. A reading-room is connected with the library, 
which is furnished with the leading American and English reviews and . 
other periodical publications." "Two literary societies exist among the- 
students: one — chartered in 1848, under the name of Phi-Mu — has some 
25 members, a small but well-selected library, and receives regularly the ■< 
pricipal reviews, English and American, as soon as published. Theother^ 
auxiliary to this, is for the benefit of tlie younger portion of the students. . 
Both are making strenuous exertions to increase their libraries and other . 
means of intellectual improvement. Any aid the public may see fit to 
afford will be thankfully acknowledged. Convenient rooms will be pro* • 
vided, and handsomely fitted up, during the coming session of 1849-'60, ; 
in the new building.'^ [College catalogue, 1849.] 



OHIO. 

ATHENS. 

The University of Ohio — 2,750 vols, — The college library was £>unded 
in 1804, and contains 1,250 volumes. A catalogue was printed in 
1828, containing 12 pages. The hbrary is opened once a week for an 
hour. All connected with the university may use it without charge. 
The institution has lately been reorganized, after a suspension of three 
years on account of debt. Professor William J. Hoge, librarian. 

Students' libraries, 1,500 volumes. 

BLENDON, FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

Central College lAbrary — 650 vols, — The library was commenced in 
1843, and contains 550 volumes. It is open one afternoon in two weeks* 
The faculty and trustees are entitled to juse the books without charge^ 
The students pay a small fee. J. S. Henderson^ Kbrarian. 
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CINCINNATI. 

The Young Men^s Mercantile Library Association — 10,000 vols. — The . 
Bssociatiou was fonned in 1835, and iircorporated January 5, 1836. It 
possesses a library of 9,767 volumes, a few maps, globes, portraits, engra- 
vings, ifcc, (fcc. In July, 1846, at which time the library was removed to 
its present location, it numbered 4,000 volumes. The rate of increase, 
for several years, had been about 700 volumes per year. For the last two 
years 2,00W volumes a year have been added. The annual appropriation 
for books, for the last two years, has been 2,500 dollars a year. Pre- 
Tious to that, it had been about $800 per annum. The funds for the 
increase of the library are derived from the annual subscriptions, which 
amount to say $5,000, from which current expenses are to be deducted and 
a .reading- room sustained. In 1846^ a building was erected at the joint 
expense of the Cincinnati College and the Library Association. It cost 
16,000, of which the Association owns $10,000. The style of the. 

ifice is Grecian. Dimensions — front, l40 feet; depth, 100 feet; height, 
[four stories) 58 feet. The construction is of the most perm?inent char- 

iter, of Dayton limestone, the roof covered with iron. The rooms of 
^e Library Association form^the entire front of the second story. Library . 
1^ feet by 45; reading-room, 29 by 45; directors' room, 16 by 14, witn 

room for stowing away newspapers, &c.; and a room now occupied as 

le Merchants' Exchange, 59 feet by 45, intended hereafter for the library. 

"le "Catalogue of the Young Men's Library Association in .Cincinnati,'* 

inted at Cincinnati in 1846, contains 145 pages 8vo. The "Supple- 

intary Catalogue," <fcc., was printed in 1848, and paged continuously 

[with the catalogue, the two forming 260 pages 8vo. The catalogue is 

Iphabetical, with a classified index; is very well prepared, and hand- 
lely printed. An earlier catalogue was printed in 1844, 62 pages 8vo. 
le library is open daily (Sundays and holidays excepted) from 9 a. m. 
ftill 10 p. m. The library is for the use of the members of the associa- 
tion and others, at the discretion of, the board of directors. Members pay 
U initiation fee, and the further sum of $3 as an annual subscription. 

ibout 15,000 books are lent out each year; and about 2,000 books are 
'onsulted, by about 100 different persons, in a year, without taking them 
t\ray from the library. The present hbrarian is Thomas Gales Foster. 
, besides the library, this institution maintains an annual course of lectures. 
'l^he printed annual reports of the board of directors show that the estab- 
lishment is conducted with great energy and intelligence, and that it is 
eminently and increasingly useful. 

Zjane Seminary y at Walnict Hills, near Cincinnati. — This institution 
^^as incorporated in 1829, and commenced full operations in 1832. It is 
Under the direction of the Presbyterians. The library, founded in 1837, 
contains 10,000 volumes, 4 ancient manuscripts, and 33 volumes of 
Bligravings. It is intended to appropriate $500 a year, from the funds of 
the seminary, for the increase of the library. There is a manuscript cata^ 
logue. The library is open twice a week, regularly. It is for the free use 
if the faculty and students. Other persons wishing to consult the library 
Ire always acconunodated by the librarian. Professor C. E. Stowe, 
librarian. ^ . 

St. JCavier College Libraries — 5,600 vols. — The library was founded 
LB November, 1841, and contains something over 6,000 volumes. It 
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\iu\tmHr.n (It thn rnto of rihnnt 4(M) vohimwi a ynnr. The colleen Imvin^ 
nofjiiilow'tnctity tior fiiiy rNirilili.shnd fiUMl, tlH^rn in no fMirinanoiit ntipropii- 
nlion fiir thn lihriirV) l)Ut only huc.U bn occhhIou justificet. Ttie lihrary i« 
inn hull of tlin colln^o bnildinK? "K^ ft*nt by,25. There Ih n nmnnvcripft 
cniHlo^no. TUi) lihrnry in u|Nin dnily from 7 to 8 a. ni., and from 4^ to 
5 p. rri.; on Thurndnys from U to 12. The uno of tim booket in confined 
to thoMO bn|on^inK to tho collrKo; bnt by conrtony any litnniry, or othef 
reNpnrtnblo person, mtiy hnvn* tirrnNN \\\nm np|)lir.iuion. Thoro urn two 
MOcintinn of NtndffntN noNNONning librarifm: thn JMiilo(T«dian hnn 7^)0 welU 
ieler.tnd bookfi; and tlio Philhrrnienian; nearly the Name ntinibcr. llev» 
J. Do niriork, pn^nidont. 

T/ifi Ohio Mvchnvini^ lnntituU\ — \\fl,C}6 vohi. — ^Ml« library wan founded 
and inr.orporatod in IH2*J, and rontainN 3/205 volnnioN. The inntituto 

I)ONN(*.r4isi)H nl.so a philoNophical apparattiN, fiaid to be the Ujnt in tho Htate 
i^or the hiNt trn yoann thn annnal average incrnaHo Iuim been abotit S 
voliniHts, and thn oxtHMiditurn fyr hooka abont $l()t). The library is ai 
plind print'ipnijy by (lonations and oncaMional N|H;cial KnbHcriptiona. Ti 
inNtituin iN f*rnctinKf by einbfir,rit)tion, a building ou thn corner of Vin 
and (ith HtrnntN. It In of brick and ifon. KKtimat^Ml nxpnuHe, ^'MjiMi^ 
•It will bn finiNhnd in-lH^O. The ouinido din^unMiotiN are 9i) feet on Vi 
Ntrnnt, 75 fent on 0th Htrnnt. It linN li)nr NtorieH, attic and baffernent. 
irt intended to InaMo about thren-fourthH of tho building to othnrs. 

A catalogue, 4H pagOM I2m()., wa^ printed in IH4t. The library 
open six days-in thn week from muiriNo 'till 10 o'clock p. m.; Himdayt, 
from Nil nrise to nuuiftet. MemberN pay )||(3 jNsr anmnn, ladies and mitioi 
fiU centN )N!r annmtt, for the use of the hooka. 'J^hn total number of voi 
umes lerU out from »St<ptember I, IH/Jh, to .September 1, IH4y, was 6jiXHi 
Sarruiel Warner, actiiri lihnirian. 

Till'. Historicfil ami PhUmftpkical Society of Ohio. — Founded Fobruai 
It^lK'H. The library contauiH about I ,(MH) volumes, and about 8,Si 
mges of historical mnnuscri[its, in Knglish and French. All tho liookl 
lavn been procured by donntion. TJin library is o{>ened daily for ib 
hours, and accessible to all who wish to consult it. Perha|)s one hu 
dred and fifty difFi^rent j)crsons a year avail themselves of its privilegoi 
(it. Williauis Kendall, libnirian. 
AppTvn iif^rs ' lAhratij — /i ,*2t M ) voh . 

T/tf Atf'ffiral ( y.kf{n of Ohio, — The library, founded in lH2t:i, contail 
2,1t^'J vnlnmcN, 50 volumes of engravings, and the mamiscript theses 
medjcul subjects by the graduaif^s. It occupirfs two rooms in the coll 
edifir^e. Tlie books are arranged in *.) chapters, vi/.: I, anatomy; Sir 
chemistry; 3, surgery; 4, materia medica; 0, obstetrics; 0. theory bikI 
practice of medirine; 7, periodicals; H, miscellaneous woras; 0, engn* 
vings. A cMtnlogue was printed in IH'J2, but the library has been c< 
i/ldcrably nnl.'ugcd since that time. The library is ojwn MotalaySy Wl 
nesdays, rmd TVidays, from I J to 5 oV.lnck p. m. It is for the tiso of 
trUMtens, professors and students of the coll(!ge. Alexander iJenniil 
libr.irian. 

Or-phnn /I .v//////;*.— Founded 1840: has 400 volumes. Misi Woodj 
libnmrui. 

W'itodwfud (Jpllr^v IJffrnricj9-^l fiiH) vols. , 
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CLEVELAND. 

fcff Western Reserve Mndicnl Collpffe — 1,000 vols, 
ivelnnd University. — A trftct of 275 acres of land has beon purchased 
)4,()00. It JH exported that, after some /50 or 75 acre^ shall have been 
7^] -for the college, the remainder will yield a handsome fund for the 
>9es of ihe college. It is pro|M)Sed to erect one large edifice for public 
s. The Students will lodge in private houses. Active measures are 
)eration to open the institution for •students by 1st March, IH50. 
er of A. Mahan, presid^it, in New York 1'ribune, Noveuiber 28; 

•] 

OOLUMDUB. 

• 

fite /itAmry—1 2,500 vols. — The State Library of Ohio was founded 
(17, and contains (1H50) 12,500 volumes. It increases at the rate of 
t 500 volumes a year. The State publishes its own rejiorts, the 
cs of which, amounting to about $600 per annum, are appropriated 
B ptirciiase of hooks for the library. The library is under the control 
»mrnissioi)ers, consisting of the governor, secretary of state, and State 
rian. The room occupied by the library is 118 leet by 22. A cata- 
5 is ptiblished every three years. The last, printed in 1848, contains 
iges 8vo. The horary is open daily,*(Sundays excented,) from 7 
CK a. m. to p. m. in summer, and from 7 a. tn. till 9 p. m. in 
5r; The library is free to members of the legislature and officers of 
, and it may be used by others by consent of the libfary commission- 
The nimiber of vohnnes lent annually is about 1 ,806. About 3,(KK) 
ins annually consult the library. John Greiner^ State librarian. 

DRLAWARB. 

Wo Wcshyan Uiiiversity — 2,780 voh. — The college library was 
led in 1845, and contains 2,000 volumes. It is open once n week 
1 liom*. The sttidents pay 50 cents a term for the use of the books, 
faculty usn them without fee. Professor McCabe, librarian, l^he 
jothiaii Society of Students, instituted 1845, has a library of .'^35 vol- 
I, increasing about 100 vols, each year. It has also about 2.50 min- 
gical sp<;cimens and curiotis coins. The Chrestomathian Society, 
;uted IH40, has 450 volumes; ^nntial increase, GO volumes. 

9 OAMniRU. 

vnyon College TAbraries — 7,650 vols. — The library of this college is 
d the liihrary of the Theologiral Seminary of the Piocese of Ohio. 
w founded in 1824, and contains about 4,550 volumes. The library 
pi in the building of the Thnologicul Seminary, and occupies a room 
ct long, IS fejct wide, and 12 feet high. A catalogue \tas printed in 
, coiitiiining 70 pages 8vo, The libriiry is open one hour each week, 
is free to the mcnmers of the college and seminary. Rev, M. T. C. 
Bf, libnirian. 
:ie students' libraries contain 3,000 volumes. 
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OIUNVILLE. 

« 

Collcffe Libraries — 3^000 vols. — The library, found'ed in 1638, coi 
l,Oi)() volumes. C)|)oii every Saturday for the use of the officers aH( 
dents. Uov. Silas nailey, president. 

Students* libraries, 2,U()0 volumes. 

IlILLSnOROUGU, 

• 

The Ubrary and Museum Associatian of Oakland Female Semina 

The association is composed of the pupils of the seminary and lad 
Hillsborough. It was formed in 1^40. Tiie library cx)ntains.abou 
volumes, besides a collection of shells and minerals. About 40 vol 
a year are added to th§ library. A catalogue -(8 pages) was print 
January, 1848. Another will be published soon. The library is 
every school-day, wlienever the pupils or others wish to exchange b 
Pupils pay $1 for membership; otner ladies, $2. About 3,000 vol 
were taken out the last year, which is a greater number than ever h 
Nancy F. Parker^ librarian. 

HUDSON. 

Western Reserve CoUege — 1^634 vols. — The college library was fou 
in 1826, and contains 4,568 volumon, exclusive of periodicals 
pamphlets, unbound, which amount to about 200 volumes. The av 
annual increase for the last ten years has been 133 volumes, nr 
donations. About $50 a year have been appropriated for booki 
brick building 62 feet by 42 was erected for chapel and library, 
library -room is 40 feet square, A catalogue (18 pp. 12mo.) was pr 

in . The library is open each Saturday afternoon. The faculty 

the books without charge. The students pay |;1 50 per annum, i 
1,000 books are lent out each year. There are two societies of stiTi 
connected with the college possessing libraries^ containing together i 
volumes. Professor Henry N. Day, Ubrarian. 

IfARIRTTA. 

Marietta College Libraries — 6,400 vols, — The college library 
founded in 1835, when the present college charter was obtained. It 
(1850) contains 4,300 volumes. Its average rate of increase has be 
late about 120 volumes annually. The libmryis open for one and a 
hours* every Saturday. The use of the books is free of charge U 
trustees and faculty: the students pay $1 per year. ' A subscriptioj 
lately been opened for $10,000, and is nearly iiUed up, for. the oem 
the library. It is proposed to expend about half of this sum immedi 
in the purchase of books, and to fund the other half. A brick buildia 
feet by 53, and three stories high, has just been completed. On the 
floor are the laboratory, room tor philosophical apparatus, and reciU 
room for the senior class. On the second floor, the library, the cabiuel 
Hildreth cabinet, and a rhetorical-room, used at present as a chapel 
the third story are two large rooms for the societies, with recesses fc 
libraries. The whole cost of tha building was between $7,000 
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). TTie library -room is, say 53 by 25 feet, and 14 feet high. A 
me of the library (42 pp. 87o.)'was printed in 1840. 
be college library embraces, in addition to works of general liters- 
I valuable collection of philologjca) works, procured in Europe, 
also contains a large collection of text-books, which furnishes, at 
ng percentage, nearly all the text-books used in the preparatory 
allege courses; and a considerable portion of these are the best Ger- 
iitions of entire works. 

I addition to these, tliere are three libraries belonging to the college 
es, carefully selected, and placing within the reach of students a 
arable amount of useful reading. 

he present number of volumes in the several libraries is as follows: 
p Librar}% general literature - - - - 2,650 

'' philology - - - . . 1,000 

<^ text-books ----- 650 

unma Society Library - - - - . 850 

Kappa <^ ^* - - . - - 750 

y of Inquiry ".---. 500 

Total - . - - • - . 6,400" 

S. P. Hildreth has lately presented .his valuable cabinet to the col- 
This cabinet contains ^' more than 4,000 specimens in the various 
ments of natural history, arranged in cases and drawers, labelled, 
ared, and entered in a catalogue under their respective heads." 
r Marietta Library Association — 1,000 vols. — This association has 
1 existence many years. A brick building, two stoiies high, was 
I by it some twenty years ago for a library and lecture-room. A 
nd dollars have lately been raised for the purchase of books. The 
m is Thomas Vinton. 

re is aUo at Marietta a library collected from the proceeds of a part 
township reservation for religious purposes. It is now under the 
the Universalist Church. 

NEW ATHENS. 

nklia College Libraries — 2,000 vols. 

OBERLLN. 

itute LVtraries — 4,000 vols. — This institution was chartered with 
sity privileges in 1S33''4. It embraces a theological, college, 
rs', ladies', and preparatory department. There are about 4,000 
3s in tlie libraries, as stated in the American Almanac £>r 1S50. 

OXFORD. 

mi University Libraries -^6^786 vols. — ^Miami University was founded 
9. A grammar school was established in 1818. The university 
its o]>eraiions in 1824. The library of the university was founded 
^, and contains 3,4S6 volumes. It increases at the rate of about 
lunies a year. Some appropriation is generally ma ie for each year 
;hase books: for five years previous to August, 1847, it w?is about 
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$250 ft yonr. Now, it is $160. The university I ihrary and the i\ 
ty hbrariny occnpy three separate moms, each 32 feet in length, 1 



two 
Hi 
breadth, and 18 feet higli. The university library is opeii every I 
day morning for half an hour, and generally for two or three liours 
afternoon. Persons entitled to the use of the hooks are — the faculty 
students, who |>ay fifty cents a session; also the inhabitants of Oxloi 
the same terms as the students.' The number of volumes lent out < 
library during the year ending October 1, 1848, is 489. This is pc 
about the average. 

There are, in connexion with the institution, two students' libi 
the J'irodelphian, containing 1,600 volumes, and the Miami Union 
taining 1,800 volumes. James C. Moffat, librarian. 

8PUINUFIRLD. 

Witteftlurff Odlegc Libraries — 5,2()5 voh, — Tho library was fot 
May 4, 1810, and conUiins 1 ,400 volumes. About 100 dollars pei 
arc expended for hooks. The library is opened once a week, anc 
open one hour each time. II. K. Qcigor, librarian. 

The I'lxcelsior and IMiilosophian Societies, composed of students 
college, |)ossess valuable libraries. ThjB Excelsior library contains 
volumes and increases about 000 volumes per antnun. About 160 c 
are each year expended for books. The Philosophian library co 
1,805 volumes and increases about 622 volumes per annum. Aboi 
dollars are annually expended for books. 

Lyc^^um Library, — The Springfield Lyceum was formed Novemb 
181^2, but till 1849 it had but few members. . Its library numbert 
alK)ut 300 volumes. liately a new impulse has been given to.the ie 
tion: a reading-room has been o[)ened and supplied with 33 of tho b< 
views and newspapers, and public lectures have been commenced 
numlxsr of members has increased to 160, paving annually three d 
each. The room is open daily. Edward M. Doty, librarian. 

flTEUBENVlLLR. 

City Library, — ^The Steubenville City Library was founded in 
and Contains 660 volumes. A catalogue is in press. IMie library is 
every Saturday evening from 6 to 8 o'clock. Members pay 10 C( 
month for the use of the books — others 20 cents. David F. (Jobb, 
rian. 

ZANRSVrLLE. 

Athemvum Ltirary— 3,680 vols, — 'nie Zanosville Athennoum w 
corporated in 1828. The library contains 3,680 volumes, and ino 
at the rate of about 100 volumes a year. Two catalogues have 
printed: one, 20 pp. 12mo., 1831; the other, 72pp. 8vo., 1843. The li 
IS open daily. The librarian is in attendance Wednesday and Sat 
evenings. Stockholders jmy five dollars per annum: subscribers 
dollars. 
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INDIANA. 

BLOOMINGTON. 

Indiana Si€ite University Libraries — 5,000 vob, — This institution was 
ionaded in 1S16. In the catalogue for 1848 are the following notices of 
Idle libraries connected with the university: ^'The college library is open 
lid all of the students on paying a subscription of 50 cents per session. 
Each subscriber is permitted to take out a volume every Saturday. 
^ <<Thi8 library has recently been augmented by a purchase of about 
i8,jB0O dollars worth of books, some of them rare and valuable. It em- 
braces a choice collection of Greek, Latin, French, and English classics, 
the best standard works on history, biography, and tHe sciences, together 
with a selected variety of miscellaneous literature."' 

**There are two literary societies connected with the university — the 

Piilomathean and Athenian Societies. Each has a well selected library 
several hundred volumes." 
In the Law School, a good iaW library is provided for the use of the 
students. 

k The aggregate number of volumes in the libraries may be stated at 
r6,M0. A catalogue was printed in IS-iO, containing 50 pages 8vo., pre- 
mied on the plan proposed by Professor Park in his ^^Pantology." 
i Monroe County X^iArory— 4,000 vols. 

\ CRAWFORDSVILLE. 

^ Wabash CoUepe Libraries — 6,100 vols. — Wabash College was estab- 
iliihed in 1833. The Kbrary was commenced in 183S, and burnt in 1838. 
ilt was a choice collection of about 2,000 volumes, exclusive of the tezt^ 
book Hlirary. A new collection was begun in 1^9. It contains 4,300 
idumes. There is a small fund slowly accumulating for the purchase of 
books. It is proposed soon to erect a new building for the library and 
other purposes. The library is open once a week, and is accessible to ail 
persons comiecled with the institution. Students pay 25 cents a term f«r 
the use of the books. There are two societies of students — the Lyceum 
and the Calliopean. Each has 900 volumes. Professor Caleb Mills, 
librarian. 

* EVANSVILLE. 

Vamlerburrr County Library — ^2,000 vols. — The sum of §1,000 has been 
placed in the hands of the treasurer^ and about an equal sum is due from 
the county, for the purpose of founding a county library. An agent will 
purchase the books in the spring. The library will be open to all inhab- 
itants of the county on the payment of § — per year. John lugle, jr., 
tieasurer; J. A. Corbet^ secretary. 

FRANKLIN. 

College Libraries — 600 vols. 
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GllERNCASTLE, 

Indiana Asbury University Library — 2,700 vols. 

SOUTH IIANOVBR. 

Hanover Oolhge FAbraries-^ ,700 vols, — This institution was fou 
in 1821). In the triennial catalogHe for 1849, it is stated: ^' By the 1 
ality of friends in the East and elsewhere, a very vahiable library, 
an extensive and excellent cabinet of minerals, have been recenti; 
tained." The nnmber of volumes at present (January, 1850) is 1 
There arc two societies of students possessing libraries — the Union 
erary »Socicty, 1,5(J0 volumes; Philalethian Society, 1,500 volumes. 

INDTANAPOLIfl. 

The Sialp Library — 7,000 vols, — Founded by act of legislature, 
mary 11 , 1825, and contanis about 7,000 volumes, exclusive of dupli 
and s!irplus logisliitivc acts and journiils. It has also many valuable i 
and charts; some curious Mexican armor and arms; a portrait of '< I 
Simon de Cassin," painted in 1751; a painting of the ** Tippec 
battleground," 150 scjuare feet; hnd a small collection of minerals 
fossils. The average increase is about 250 volumes per annum, indu 
congressional documonts. 'Vhe average expenditure is about $'2 
year. The legislature makes, annually, a specific appropriation foi 
increase of the Stale library. It is usually i^300 — part of which go< 
pay for newspapers, periodicals, and binding. The library occupies 
rooms on the first floor of the State-house — togetliur, 80 feet long, 2< 
wide. The last printed catalogue was published in 1841, and con 
36 pages 8vo. The library is open daily (Sundays excepted) from 9 i 
to () p. m., during the sittings of the legislature, the supreme con 
Indiana, and the district court of the United States — at other times, c 
Saturday from 8 a. ni. to 4 p. m. Persons entitled to the use o 
library are: members of the legislature, ministers of the gospel, editc 
newspapers, physicians, engineers on the public works, judges o 
United States and State courts, attorneys of the supreme court, oilia 
State benevolent institutions, secretaries and clerks of the legislature 
all persons elected to office by the legislature. To such persons 
books may be lent out for a period not exceeding 30 dif^s — the book 
to be taluMi from the seat of government. About 1,000 are taken ou 
nually. John 13. Dillon, librarian. 

lapoute 

Indiana Medicai Collcgre — the medical department of Laporto nnive: 
The catalogue for 1845-'6 states: '* During the past winter, a niedica 
sciei^jtific libraiy association, connected with the ijistitulion, was for 
Students can have access to the library by complying with netessarj 
ulations." 

^ . LOGANSPORT. 

7^hc Sigoumey Library — 3,000 vols. 



, NORTH BEND. . 

St. Mary^s Library— 2,000 vols, — The University of Notre Da mo du 
Lac^ at North Bend, established 1842, possesses a library of the above 
name, containing 2,000 volumes. It is kept in a fine room, 21 feet by 
Ui in the college, and is open daily from 1 to 5 o'clock for the use of the 
p^fesfiors, students, and neighbors. About 1 ,000 books are lent out an- 
nually. E. A. Dussaulx, librarian. 

VIN0BNNB8. 

Public Library — 1,700 vols. — The Vincennes library was established 
ifulv 20i 1S06, and contains (1850) 1,700 volumes. It is kept in a room, 
Is feet square, in the CiUr Hall. The first catalogue was printed in 1813; 
the next and last in 1838, of 17 pages 8vo. The library is opened once 

Fweek for three hours. Any individual may have the use ot the books 
y paying $2 annually. Willis M. Hitt, librarian. 

V COUNTY LIBRARIES. 

The State of Indiana provided, in the law laying out the Stale into 
inties, for the appropriation of a piece of land in each county to the 
iblishment of a public library. The income of the money arising 
)m the sale of certain reserved lots was to be appropriated to the pur- 
ase of books. Monroe county has already procured a valuable library 
4,000 volumes: it is located at Bloomington. Vandenburgh county, 

t already stated, is about to establish one. Other counties, it is believed, 
V8 already commenced their C'OUections, but we have not as yet been able 
^ procure exact statistics concerning them. In some cases, the attempt 
^iestablish these libraries has foiled, and the books collected have beea 
^ at auction. The difficulty arose from the want of a librarian. Na 
Itary having been provided for su^h an officer, the books were neglectecill, 
ftd the library finally abandoned. 

t historical Society of the County of Vigo, — From the anniversary lecture 
MiTesred before this society in March, ld44> hy Rev. Robert B. Croes^ 
1^ learn that one principal object of the society is to collect a library. 

ILLINOIS. 

CHICAGO. 

Mkchnffics^ Libmry-^l ftOO vols. — ^The Chicago Mechanics* Institute 
ms founded in 1842> and ^sfesses 1,000 volumes, 40 maps and charts, 
Id 500 minerals. It expends for books about $150 a year. The insti- 
tie has a beauest of real estate^ "situated in the city, valued at ^6,000, as 
Mrmanent mnd, but at present unavailable. The library is at present 
ipt !n a brick building aojoining the Mechanics' Hall. Two catalogues 
kv6 "been miblished-*-one printed in 1643; the second, (30 pages 12mo.,) 
; 1947. The library is open for consultation every evening, and for the 
riivery of books once a week. The library is free to all persons for spe* 
Id remrance. Members of the institute, their femilies and apprentices^ 

Mis.— 18 ■ ■' ■ ' • ' . . 
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may use it without charge. • Other citizens pay $3 per annum; aj 
tices, $1. About 2,000 volumes a year are lent out. A. D. Ti 
librarian. 

OALESBURG. 

Knox Manval Labor Coflege Library — 1,400 vols, — The h'brarj 
founded in 1844, and contains 1,400 volumes, besides 400 textbook 
600 volumes belonging to the |)reparatory department. About $40 t 
are expended for books. The library is open once every two weeks ] 
hour. College students pay $1 a year fbr the use of the library, i 
300 volumes a year are lent to the faculty and students. The Ac 
Society of Students has a small library, purchased a few months a; 
$100. Th6 '^ Gnothatitic Society*' h|us $75 subscribed for the pur 
of books. J. S. Kuhn, librarian. 

GODFREY. 

Monticello Female Semmary^ 4 miles from Alton, Illfnois, fot 
1838. — " The library consists of more than l,0OU vol's. It i» acce 
to all pupils." [See 11th annual catalogue.] 

JACKSONVILLE r 

llliruris College Library^^-iyOOO vols. — ^The library was found< 
1830, and contains 4,000 volumes. It is open twice. a week, one 
each time. William Coffin, librarian. 

McKendree CuRege Libraries— 1,825 vols, — The college Iibrar 
founded in 1820, and contains 1,200 vohimes. The average incre 
about 100 volumes a year, mostly donations. A catalogue wiFl iSo 
printed The library is free to all persons connected with the co 
About 400 volumes are taken out annually. The librafy is open once a 
4br one hour. The Philosophian Society of Students, founaed in 184 
alibraryof 465 volumes. The Platonian Society, formed 1849, ha 
>volumes. Professor A. W. Cummings, librarian, McKendree Colk 

SPRINGFIELD. 

State Library of Illinois — 4,000 vols. — This library contains 4,00 
.umes or more, exclusive of duplicates. Fr^rm the last annual report 
libranan, presented to the legislature 9th January, 184d,it appears tli 
sum of $191 29 was expended the preceding year for mi^cella 
>boo}&&. This sum was the proceeds of the sale of the State laws^ ^ 
are by l*w appropriated to the library*: The secretary of stat^. is co: 
librarian^ but, in the report referred to, he suggests ^'whether this d 
.meat, consisting of" this peculiar description of property, belonging 
State, of Ihousatids of dollars in value, does not pierit the persom 
attentio^a of a coinpctent person, selected for the exclusive purpose, 
>^^A catalogue of the books belonging to the Illinois State Librar] 
ipared by H. S. Cooley, secretary of state and earo^e libiarian. Jar 
1848,'' was printed at Springfield iu 1848, containing 47 pages 8vo, 
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catalogue IS divided into seven parts: 1, jiirispmdence; 2, miscellaneous 
vorks; 3, laws andjudicia! reports of the State; 4, legislative journals and 
teports of the State; 5, laws of the several States; 6, laws, documents, 
&c., of the United States; 7, pamphlets, maps, &c 

The library is required to be open every day, (Sundays excepted,) du- 
ring the session of the legislature, from 8 a. m. till 6 p. m. Books maybe 
taken out by members and officers of the General Assembly during its ses- 
sion, and at any time by the governor, officers of the executive depart- 
ments, justices of the supreme court, and attorney general., The librariaa 
Bays, at the close of his last report: *'The undersigned wouldrespectfuUy 
t^all the attention of the legislature to the fact that our library probably em- 
braces a less number and a less valuable and useful collection of miscel- 
laneous bwoks than is found in any of the libraries of our sister States, 
which suggests the importance of providing, by law, for a small sum to be 
appropriated yearly, from the public treasury, for the purchase of scientific 
and other Works for this department of the library. " 



«T. CLAIR COUNTY. 



The German Library of St. Ciair covnty — 1 ,821 vols. — We are in- 
debted to Mr. Anthony Sclfott for the following interesting account qf 
the library founded and sustained by the intelligent and educated German 
isettlers in St. Clair county: 

^•About tjie year 1830 the wave of immigration from Germany reached 
the Mississippi river, and but shortly afterwards it was swelled to an 
unprecedented height by political causes on the old continent. The con- 
sequences and reactions of the French revolution of that year, in and on 
tSermany, caused a great number of persons to despond of any meliora- 
tions in the State afl'airs of Germany, and to seek for an asylum from the 
renewed and increased oppressions in their fatherland. Those who 
wended their way to America were in great numbers from the professioii- 
e1 classes, and mostly men in the prime of their lives, who, with youth- 
ful ardor, had entered into the political arena, and many of whom had 
been more or less implicated in the efforts fruitlessly made to obtain the 
liberty of the press and more liberal constitutions. Upon them the fol- 
lowing book exerted an immense influence: < Duden's Account of a Resi- 
dence in the Western States of North America;' (first edition: Ebbei;- 
field, 1829.) It was written in an earnest and philosophical manner, in 
a style, as it were, expressly adapted to the well educated classes;. To 
that book, it may safely be ascribed, that between 1830 and 1840 so large 
H number of German emigrants settled in the counties of St. Louis, Sv 
"Charles, Washington, Franklin, in Missouri; and of St. Claiiy in Illinois. 
Thus, in 1836 we found some 5,000 to 6,000 volumes of books in the 
possession of new settlers in St. Clair county. 111., who lived not very far 
apart and mostly in social intercourse. It was, therefore, practicable to 
provide for a common centre, in which these books, if not immediately, 
yet in the future, might be collected, instead of being scattered and lost. 
The impulse was given by Sparks's Writings of Washington ,.ofl^red by 
a trading agent and desired by many, but too expensive for any one alone. 
This book was fitly made the corner-stone of a common library, to be 
built up by a very small annual contribution, ($2) by donations, (and 
of course they were very often books discarded from the shelves of the 



[ 120 ] 180 

(lonorM for thc^ir wortliloffsnnuN to thnm; though I hrrvo had tho naiinfacAian 
of Hooing mmiy of thom iiNml to uooA ptiqKxto, which 1 nover had e%- 
poctod to tuko down ugiiin,) and ovcntiially hy l«ffrri(»5i. Our biiuiII 
nioanp havo bnnn «lnro 1840 still inoro linulocl, l)y a doduction of SSl per 
cont. of tho ycmrly inconin for a roAorvod fund; dosignmi to purchone at 
tho cotinty ttmit a buihiing for tho hbrary, whnn our oooIcn aliall have t>o- 
comn too nuinoroun to bo contained in n room of tlin librarian 'b fiimi-hounOf 
(not in a log-houno built for that mirpoNo, ati Dr. liUdnwlg n^yfl in \m 
article) on the librarioN of tho Unitod Staton, in Nautnann'n Serapoum, No. 
9, Loipxiff, 1H4(t, whero ho alNO orrn in giving anothor library to tho Uor- 
inana at Hollovllln,) and to buy, by frooMtfingN thoroin, tI)o Rerviceaof a 
young profoNAional man as a librarian^ wiion thoy wonid no moro be 
rendorod gmtuitously. 

<' IJndor thoAo circumstanccH; wo fool somo ^atinfiiction that tho (ItomiaD 
Library Society of 8t. Clair county, TllinoiN, incoruoratod by act of our 
logislaturo in 1839, now contaiuH nH5 workN,in l^Htil vofumoH; that there 
aro among thom Nomn colloctiona of ronpparativo value, (the worka of tho 
groat men of our Kevolution;) CongroNnional documentn, due to tho favor 
of our Nenatora and repmNentativoN; continued fileN of neveral CJerman 
and American nownpa|)erH and periodicals; publication.*) in roferonc4) to 
tho liberal movementN in Cik^rmany ^inco \H'M; on emignUion; on ancient 
Oerman literature; on agriculture; on mathematiCN, i^c; and that wo 
have reason to hope that our library, whenever it will be proi>er to transfer 
it to Itelleville, will bo firmly enough oNtablinhed to pa2*» through the in- 
creaNO of expensea coincident with the expected incntaho of means and 
UNcfulnosN^ which ImNfretiuently proatratod similar institntions-^. g.| the 
St. I louis Library^ in 183u. 

^^ In tho cataloffuo, as far an it ban been printed, the booka are numbered 
according to the time they came into the poNsesedon of tho sonctctyf bttl 
we have an alphabetical catalogue, containing the fnll titles on detached 
leaves; and thirdly, (not a so-called arientinc catalogue, for which our 
library is too small, but) a cainhgus nmtrriarufn, where^ under proper 
hoadsi all our books treating on tho same subject aro named.*' 

# 

UI^PfCR ALTON. 

Shurikff CoUejre Ubmry^l fi^A) vols.— The Vihmj cont^na l,5» 
hooksi and 7()0 pamphlets and magaziuea. About 60 or 70 books are 
added each year. Tho library is open one hour each week. Trustees/ 
tho faculty and students of tho insutution, and auch literary genttoKueii 
in tho vicinity as the committee may denignate, are entitled to the use of 
l!ho library. Tho Alpha Zeta Society of 8uidents, recently establiehed/ 
possesses a small library. Washington liOvcrett, librarian. 

MISSOURI. 

CAI>R GIllAnDKAi;. 

Si. Mary's Colhgtf Ubrary^i, AilO vols. 






isi [' iiii}i y 



COLUMBIA. 



Missouri University tAbrnrien — 1,200 voU. — The collogo libraTy wai 
founded in 1842, and contains R75 volumes. One appropriation, which 
was of $1,200, has been made for books. It is not wholly expended. 
The endowment of the university is $100,000, invested in banlc stock. 
The library-room in the university building is 36 feet by 24. It is open 
one hour every two weeks. Tlie use of the books is without charge to 
officers and students. The Athenian Society of Students has 2()(f vol- 
umes; the Union Literary Society, 325 volumes. R. 0. Holmcs; col- 
lege librarian. 



FATSTTB. 

Howard High Schnol JU&mry— 500 voU.^^Thin flomishinir institulfon 
occupies the buildings designed for Fayette College, which, though char- 
tered, never went into operation. It has a library of 500 volumes, com- 
menced in 1H49. There is a fund yielding |)100 annual income to be 
continued for the increase of the librarv till it reaches 2,000 volumes. It 
will probably be continued longer. W. T. Lucky, principal. 

JKFFBRSON CiTy. 

State Lbrary of MistKmri^AJoiyi voln, — Tlie library was established by 
law in 1829. In 1831 the sum of $160 a year was appropriated for the 
purchase of books. In lH33,the annual appropriation was raised to $450^ 
On the 15th Noveinhor, 1H37, the library was aestroyod by fire, and every- 
thing valuable lost. The library at present contains 4,G37 volumes, and 
32 rnapfi and cliarts. It derives a small income from the sale of the 
i^tate reports, laws, &c. The library-room is in the State House. It 
is one half or a circle, 50 feet in diameter, 16 feet high. During the sea- 
don of the (fcnoral Assembly it is kept ojpen from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m, 
daily. During the recess it is opened occasionally, as the librarian may 
direct. State officers and members of the legislature mav take oi^t books, 
by giviriff recoipts to the librarian. All other persons who deiiire it may 
consult the books iii the room. The clerk of the supreme court is made, 
by law, ex ojfww librarian. Present officer, William E. Dunscomb. 

The Historical and PIMosophiml Society of Missouri, 300 vols.-^ 
Prom the first .number of the "Annals" of the society, (29 pp. 8vo., 1848,) 
we take the following account of the society and its collections: 

" In the year 1H44 a few individuals made an effort to establish a His- 
(orical and Philosophical Society for the State of Missouri, similar to in- 
sftituiionssuccesHfully established in other States. On the 18th of Decem- 
ber, in ttiat year, a meeting was tield in the Senate chamber, in the city of 
Jein^rson, at which measures were taken to orj^anize the s<)ciety, addresses 
were delivered explaining its oinoct and uulity, a constitution adopted 
for its government, fourteen gentlemen enrolled their names as members, 
and a committee was apriointed to apply to the (General Assembly for an 
act of incorporation. The Rev. Dr. (Goodrich presented to the society a 
volume of ancient travels in America, and a fac-simile engraving of hiero- 
glyphics, found in an Indian mound in Illinois, and these constituted the 
begixming of u library and cabinet which will probably becomfO extensive 
arid valuable. The constitution declared the objecta of the society td be 
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to collect and preserve all papers, memorials and documents connected 
with tho early history of Missouri, and all statistics in any way pertaining 
to tlio population, mineral, navigable and agricultural resources of Uie 
State, and to make publication thereof from time to time. In conformity 
to the request of the society, an act of incorporation was passed and ap- 
proved by the governor on the 27th day of February, 1845. Since that 
time an act has been passed granting to the society the use of a room in 
the cnnitol, well adapted to its purposes. The society is located at the 
city of Jefferson, btit branches or auxiliary societies may be established 
in any other part of the State. 

*' The first annual meeting of the society was held on the 20th of Jan- 
uary, 1845, at which officers were chosen for the ensuing year, new mem- 
bers admitted, several distinguished citizens of otiier States were elected 
as honorary members; the presentation of some books, mineral specimens^ 
and other articles, was announced, and resolutions were passed requesting 
the co-operation of the citizens of the State. 

^< The second annual meeting of the society was held on the 10th of 
January, 1846, at which addresses were delivered^ the presentation of ad- 
ditions to the library, cabinet, and museum, announced, fesolution» 
passed, and oflicers chosen for the succeeding year. 

" Tho third annual meeting occurred on the 19th of January, 1847, at 
which reports of oificers were heard, resolutions adopted, oflkers for the 
year selected, and addresses delivered. 

^^On the 17th of January, 1848, tho fourth annual meeting of the so- 
ciety was held, at which the reports of the oflScers were made and ap- 
proved, some appropriate speeches were delivered; and officers for the 
present year selectea. 

<* A room has been fitted up for the reception of books, pamphlets, pa- 

f»ers, manuscripts, curiosities, and other articles, and the foundation for a 
ibrary, cabinet and museum has been laid; and hopes are entertained that 
the lioernlity and -public spirit of the citizens of Missouri will cause the 
game to be rapidly increased by many valuable additions. 

" All editors and publishers of weekly newspapers and periodicals are 
solicited to present to the society regular nles thereof, in order that they may 
be bound in volumes and carefully preserved. The authors of all books, 
pamphlets, and publications of every kind, are requested to donate a copy of 
the same for the use of the library. The society invites the contribution 
of all old letters and manuscripts, illustrating the history of the discovery 
and early settlement of Missouri and of the western country. Files of all 
newspapers and periodicals that have been heretofore published in the 
State, will be very acceptable. Ancient and curious books and pamphlets 
are desired as additions to the library, particularly all such as relate to the 
western country. A copy of every book and pamphlet that was ever pub- 
lished in the State is desired; no publication should be considered too unim- 
portant to enter into such a collection. One object of the society is to 
collect and preserve the fleeting and ephemeral publications that otherwise 
would be buried in oblivion. Citizens throughout the State may make 
many contributions to the society without much trouble or inconvonience/* 

PALMYRA. 

Masonic College lAbrarff — 2,600 vols. 
Saina Charles CoUoge Library -^^^ vols. 
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ST. LOUIS. 

University Libraries — 13^580 vols. — The college library, founded in 
lS39j contains 12,500 volumes, incjreasin^ at the rate of ^H) volumes a 
year. It occupies a room 40 feet by 20 in the college building; opened 
once a day. All persons connected with the university are entitled to the 
use of the books. Others are permitted to consurTthe library at anytime. 
There are three libraries belonging to societies of students: The Phila- 
lethian, with 630 volumes; the Orthological, 200 volumes; and the Phileu- 
phradic, 250 volumes. Caspar Girsch, librarian. 

Mercaniile Library Association — 4,299 vob, — ^This association was 
founded in 1846. Prom the fourth report of the directors (January^ 
1S60) we gather the following facts: The present number of members is 
5S9. During the year 1849 f 1,888 40 were expended for 1,060 volumes; 
ud 470 volumes were presented. From the origin of the library $4,901 40 
bave been expended lor books. Those presented during the same time 
were valued at $1,766. Whole number of volumes in the library, 4,299, 
An alphabetical catalogue, with a classified index, forming about 300 
jages 8vo., is now in press. Use of the books during the year, 4,743 
Tolames. 33 periodicals are taken. Of 20 of these the sets are complete. 
The librarian is William P. Curtis. Great pains seem to have been taken 
in the selection of books; and all the affairs of the institution appear to be 
conducted with much energy arid good judgment. 

Law Library — 1,500 vols. — The Law Library was established in 1840, 
by members oi the b^, and is kept in a room of the court- house. 

MICHIGAN. 

ALBION. 

Wesicj/aH College Library — ^700 vols. — ^The Wesleyan College, founded 
in 1848, is making arrangements for the gathering of a library. The 
piepaiatory department, which has been longer in operation,, has a library 
of about 700 volumes. C. T. Hinmau, president. 

ANff ARBOR. 

Mchigan C//iirer«Vy— 5,000 rofe.— Founded in 1837. ^<The library 
of this institution was purchased a few years since in Europe, and consists 
of between 4,000 aud 5,000 volumes of well selected standard works, in 
die various departments of literature and science. There are two literary 
societies connected with the college, which hold weekly meetings during 
term time, and possess valuable libraries of select and miscellaneous 
books." [Catalogue, 184S-^.] Professor Abram Seager, librarian. 

DETROIT. 

< 

«. Philips College Li6mry— 3,000 vols. 

Ybwig Men^s Society Limtry — 1,816 vols. — ^The Detroit Young Men*s 
Society was formed in 1833. Its library at present contains 1,818 
volumes. Tiie annual increase has been about 100 volumes; but of late 
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a new and vigorous impulse has been given to the society. The number 
of paying members is 103^ including many of the first citizens of tfie 
place. A new brick building has been erected by the society j and will 
be ready for occupation in October, 1850. The building is 96 feet by ^. 
The lower story will be rented for stores. The sfecond story contains, 
besides two offices, a large hall for lectures, 70 feet by 40. The thira! 
story is divided into two rooms: one for a library, and. the other for a 
cqmmitteeropm, .&c, This edifice, when comjplctcd, will, have cost aboui 
$6,000. The lot on which It is built (valuecl at $6,000^ was given tp tbe 
society by the land board of th^ then district. U is eligibly situated ^on 
Jefierson avenue — the principal commercial street of the city. It i». 
expected that the rent of those part^ of ttie building not occupied! by the; 
society wil), in xhe course of a few y^ars, pay for the building, aqd yield' 
a considerable revenue for the support and enlargement of the institution.. 
The library, when removed, will be placed in permanent glass cases|,.aiid' 
arranged according to subjects. The rooins will be open at all times ojt, 
t)ie day, for membeis of tlie society, and their friends not. citizens. Me^^ 
bers are elected by the board of managers. They p^y $2 each as initiaf, 
tion fee, and an annual assessn^ent qf $2. The society is not solely a 
library association, but it embraces also anotnei; department— that of fee- 
tures.apd debates. A catalogue of the library (4^ pages 8vo.) was printed 
in 1842. John S. Van Alstyne, librarian. 

LANdlNO. 



i 
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State LtJrary— 4,400 vols — The library was founded A. D, 1836, and 
contains 4,400 volumes. From 1839 to 1848 there were no additions by 
purchase. In 1848, 395 volumes were purchased for $620, and 226 volumes . 
were presented. In 1849, about 400 volumes were added to tlie collection. 
The library is kept in a room of the capitol. A catalogue was printed 
April 1, 1846. The libraiy is open every day firom 9 a. m. to 12 m., uid 
from 2 to 4 p. m. Stato officers and members of the legislature are ehti* 
tied to take out the books. The secretary of state is ex oMcio State libra* 
rian. A clerk in his office has charge of tlie library, un<{er his direction. 

MONROE. 

Public Library — 1,600 vols. 

t 

SPRING ARBOR. 

Ce7itrai College Library — 1,600 vols. 

300 TOWNSHIP LIBRARIES, — 43,926 VOLS. 

'^The law has for several years made it the duty of the supervisor to 
assess a half mill tax upon e^ch dollar of the taxable property ot his town- 
ship for the purchase of a township library, a portion of which tax may, 
when certain conditions are complied with, be applied to the support of 
schools. 

"The constitution of the State provides that Hhe clear proceeds of all 
fin^es assessed in the several counties for any breach of the penal lawsj 
shall be exclusively applied to the support of said libraries.' 

^'Although, according to the returns, there are but 300 township libraries 
in the 425 townships of the State from which reports have been received^ 
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still, there i5 a vwy gratifyiog iucreaJse in the humbieir of these libraries, 
the number of volumes th^jr contain^ and the extent of their circulation. 
There, are thirty niore tow4ship libraries reported this year than last, con- 
tftining in. ,aI1.43,926yQlumQ^,whiQh is 6,938 more than they contained, 
according to the reports received, for the year 1846. These libraries cir- 
cuk^te through 1,349 districts, which ^ows an, increase of 268 over aiiy. 
^nner year. Communication^, received from several counties a^ord very 
giatifying evidence of their increased usefulness." [Blr. Mayhew's re- 
port, 1847.] ...... r 

:T^^ .^maouut of mill tjwc for towqship libwgries in 1847 was $7,368 75. 
The amount of fines, Aic, collected, $807 16. 

74 SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARIES — 3,294 VOLS. 

. The statutes formerly provided for these libraries. Now, howeveir^ the 
money formerly applied to them is devoted to township libraries. There 
se, h3wever, still left seventy-four of these district libraries, with an ag* 
gregate of 3,294 volumes. 

IOWA. 

ff 

BURLINGTON. 

''The ^lawa Historical and OeologiccU Institute^ was organized Decem- 
ber 18, 1843, but ten years after the departure of the 'red men,' by four 
citizens of this city, and now [December, 1849] numbers over thirty 
members. The object of the association cannot be better communicated 
tpan biy transcribing a portion of the preamble of the coiistitution: 'We, 
the undersigned, agree to organize an institiition, to be located permar^ 
nently at Burlington, Iowa, the object of which shall be the establisHment 
af a cabinet of curiosities, of a library, and of a depository of records 
Uid papers relating to the primitivie settlement, early history, and geologi- 
cal features of Iowa.' 

**l'be objects of the association have been steadily kept in view, and 
constant additions are being niade to the geological and historical de^^t- 
poents, as well as to the library. The geological and mmeralogical. 
sypecimens ai^^iint to about two thousand, and some of them are exceed-' 
ingly rare ahd valuable. The collection of historical papers, records, and 
f^cts relative to the early setdement and history of this State has demanded 
the special .attention of some of the members; and thus has many ah 
Important historical fact, that otherwise, by the death or removal of the 
^tors, would have been lost, been collected and preserved among the 
Archives of the institute.'' [Letter from David Roier, corresponding sec- 
retairy.] 

DAVENPORT. 

The college at Davenport, Iowa, is in active operation. It' has com- 
menced the formation oi a library. 

IOWA CITY. 

. Stole lAbrary rf Iowa— ifiOfi ro^.r— The State, ?i?ibrary wa3. ibuncjedjin 
1839^ and contains about 1 ,600 voliimei^. THe yearly acldftidhs have been 
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very small, derived from an exchange of law books and public documents 
between the States, and donations by Congress, probably not exceeding 
ten volumes a year. The library-room is in the capitol, and measures & 
feet by 21, and 14 feet high. A catalogue was printed in 1839, and \ 
another in 1846, containing 18 pp. 8vo. The library is open every day \ 
during the sessions of the legislature and the supreme court, from 9 o'clocK 
a. m. to 9 p. m.; at other times it is open on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons. State officers, members of the legislature, and members of 
the supreme court bar, are entitled to the use of the books. Lemuel B. 
Patterson, State librarian. 

This infant State has already made legislative provision for a State unit 
versity, with several branches; a system of district schools, with normal 
schools, and district libraries. A superintendent has been elected — Mr. 
Thomas H. Benton, jr. He has lately published, in a handsome pamphlet 
of 140 pages, << Statutes of the State of Iowa relating to Common Schodlsi 
including forms, regulations, and instructions, respecting proceedtngsi 
under those Statutes," 8vo: Iowa City, 1849. This contains plans of 
school houses, selections of books for district libraries, &c. U 

There is a Presbyterian College at West Point, Lee county. 

WISCONSIN. 

BELOIT. 



Beloit College Libraries — 1,000 vols, — The catalogue of Beloit College 
and Seminary for l849-*50 states that ^^ the libraries connected with the 
college now amount to over 1,000 volumes, and arrangements are huule 
which will insure their progressive increase. ^^ 



MADISON. 
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. State Library — 4,000 vofe. — Founded in 1836; contjjiins about 4,000 
volumes, including pamphlets and magazines. The sum of $6,000 was 
appropriated by Congress in 1836 for the purchase of books. Since then 
no additions of importance have been made, except the laws and reports 
received from the different States. The library is placed in a room of the 
capitol, measuring 18 feet by 42. There has been no printed catalogue,. |j^ 
but one will be published by January 1, 1850. Books are lent out to thej 
members ol the legislature, judges of the supreme court, and the State;V 
officers, to be returned in six days. About 6,000 persons consult the 
library yearly. It is opened during the sessions of the legislature and 
supreme court, from 9 a. m. to 8 p. m. Privileged persons can ^ways 
have access to the books. George P. Delaplaine, State librarian. 

University of the State of Wisconsiuy at College Hilly near Madison.-^ 
This institution was incorporated in 1849. 

A State Historical Society has been formed, and has commenced the 
gathering of a library. The first annual meeting of the Society was held 
at Madison, January 15, 1860. 



MILWAUKIE. 



The Young Men^s Association of the City o/MUtpaukid has a Iib)(lBtyi ^ 
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DOie than 1 ,000 well-selected volumes. In the reading-room are to be 
nd many of the valuable periodicals of the day. The library is open 
the delivery of books every Wednesday from 2 to 5 o'clock, and Satur- 
' evenings. The reading-room is open every evening. A catalogae of 
library (18 pp. 12mo.) was printed in 1848. 

MINNESOTA. 

ST. PAUL. 

\tinnesoia Historieal Society. — ^This society was incorporated by the 
slative assembly of the Territory on the 1 0th of October, 1849. It has 
ady issued ^< Annals of the Minnesota Historical Society," 8vo.^ 28' 
es: St Paul. The officers of the society invite exchanges and con- 
ations towards the formation of a library. Alexander Ramsey, presi- 
t. 

territorial Library — 3,000 vols, — ^The act of Congress ^tablishing 
Territory of Minnesota, approved March 3, 1849, contains an appro- 
tion of $5,000 for a library, to be kept at the seat of government, for 
use of the officers of the Territory, and other persons, under suitable 
ilations. The library (December, 1850) has been organized: 3,000 
imes of good books (law and miscellaneous) have been purchased, 
a catalogue (30 pages 8vo.) published. Charles Caviieer, librarian. 

ST. ANTHONY FALL. 

The St, Anthony Library Association was incorporated November 1, 
9. During the winter of 1849^ a series of lectures was delivered be- 
the association. Just after the incorporation of the society, a purchase 
x)oks was made, as a nucleus of the proposed library. There are 
\r, perhaps, 200 volumes upon the shelves. 

CALIFORNIA. 

MONTEREY. 

^A good beginning for a public library has been made by the formation 
the Monterey Library Association, and a subscription of $1,400. The 
a meets with decided public favor, and an order has been forwarded to 
r York for books." — New York Observer ^ May 18, 1850. 

TERRITORIES OF OREGON, NEW MEXICO, UTAH. 

ITie acts of Congress establishing these Territories contain approraria- 
is of 85,000 to each for the purchase of Territorial libraries. The 
ary of Oregon has already (January, 1851) been purchased. Dr. Bem- 
A, an energetic and intelligent agent, has been appointed to collect the 
ary for Utah, and has made good progress in the work. 

MILITARY LIBRARIES. 

Ye are indebted to a distinguished officer for the following account of 
military libiarios connected with the United SXafiea aimy : 



" UadlpT authority of the 'General Rfegulations for the Atitojr/ libra 
consisting, of newspapers^ paniphlets, and bpoild bboks; are fontie 
njlpst, if not all, the military posts occupied by our arinjr. The fun< 
die purchase of these is accuipuUted oy savings ih the bakehouse 
soldiers' bread, and taxes on the sutlers of the posts. 

''The number of volume^ js generally but a few hundred, and 
more than athousand, probably, at any one of the largest posts; and 
number is constantly varying, by the wear and tear of the books in 
hands of soldiers, and by the interruptions occasioned very frequenti 
late by the removal of the troops or division of the companies compri 
tjjie^CMrrispn^ as, in all such cases^, the detached trpop&i aire entitled to 
with tneiri thiir jpropoVtiphate shares of tble librai^y. 

^M^e forifnlaf.tion of th^j^e libraries, and th'e ihsiitutihg of schools fe: 
stnictioh of soldiers and . children at the miiitaijr postS, h&'ye bad a 
beheficiai effect, iii the'educatioti of those who, without thes^ advant^ 
\yould never be able to read . and inducine; an application of time to b< 
which o.iherwis6 would be spent in idleness and indulgence in 
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CLASSIFICATION. 

In ilie following TaUe are exhibited, in aeien cjaaaei, the number of libiniiM in each Stale 
viEh the number of Tolumes whicli ihey conuin — gathered from the (oiegosng nolices. Thew 
■everal ctaaies of Ubnriea may be chHraclerized, in general le rma, as tallawa : 

1. Stall libroriu. including those of ihe general goFctnmetil and of tlie executire departmeDtg, 
and those of the State courts. Almoal all ihe States in the Union hare oiganiEed State libfariea. 
Thoae which have not, possess cullectioDs of booka which will ere lone serve aa the fnundationa 
of such Librariea. These lihrariea are composed, to a great extent, of public documents of Ifae 
geoeral and Stale e<i<e"ii>im>3i with worha on atatistica, politicBt economy, hiatory, Ac. Some 
of them, as the Library of Congreas, the New York Stnie librarf ,&<^, take a much wider nuge, 
Bod are extremely •aluablecoUeclioni for general refecenee. 

3. 5i>cial Kh-anoiinclodiDgatheDiGumti. Ijceums, young men's aisocialiona, meehanica* inali' 
tutions, mercantile librarieti, &«. — Thesis libraries ore generally coniposed of popular worka (br 
mding rather than for reference. Bui among them are many of the Iwst collections in the 
country. We think, that any one, looking over ttie catalogues of these libraries, would be ntr> 
prised and gratified to find them generally so well selected. 

Id some Slates, almost every town has, under some nama, a aoasl library. Moat of these 
collections, it is true, are very small, containing leas thlu a thousand volumea ; but there doubt- 
less are a great many, far more considerable in size, whielihare been unlQlentionally overlooked. 

3. Cotltgi Sbntrics, (exclusive of aludenta' libraries.) — Our colleges are moady eleemosynary 
institalions. Their libraries are frequently the chalice a^regationa of the gifts of charily ; too 
many of ihem discarded, as well nigh worthless, from the shelves of the ikinors. This is not 
line of ail our college libraries j for among them ore some very imporldnl colleclionB, chosen 
with care and competent learning, purchased with economy, and guarded with prudence, — 
(bongh ever available to Itioae who wish to use them aright. 

4. Slu^enti' liirarKi, in colleges, professioDal acboola, academies, Stc. — The locieties formed 
by students in our semiaeries of learning, Air mutual improvemenl in debate and compoHition> for 
the most part possess libraries, These are generally useful colleciions of books oT a popuhir 
dMU»cier. Sometimes (in Yale College particularly) llioy are large, well selected, and admirably 
arranged and kept. Dust seldom galjiera on the books in such collections. 

5. ZJirarien of profuiional Khooh tnd imcruoraltd actdttnui. 

- This class includes Iheoh^ical seminaries, law schools, medical calleces, and mililsry acedomiea 
as well as high schools, generally termed in this country "acodemiea." The profeasional schools, 
several of them, poaaeas the bestapecial libraries in the country. These institutions (particularly 
Ihe theological) are so frequently connected with academiei , that it was found moat convenient 
lo group them together. The notices in the body of this work will generally enable the reader 
10 subdivide litis class, as welt as the other classes, if desired. 

6- Lihrtiria of Learatd Smnttut, — scientific, literary and historical. These libraries are most- 
ly composed of the Transactions of similar atwietiea and of penodicali which contain the current 
rBcordsofacieoceand letters, They have been mostly procured by donation and exchange. Some 
of these collections are extensive and important. The historical societies are doing great service 
in gathering and guarding the precious memorials of our early annals. 

T. PvbSe Sekool LSiTarUt. Sererol of theatales, have taken great interest in mnplying every 
lOWBship and school district with a library. Othpr states have commenced such collections, and 
it is to be hoped that they may be greaily multiplied. They are not intended for pupila alone, 
but for all the population of the dislrict or township to which they belong. They are composed 
of valuable books, designed and adapted to comrnunicaie useful knowledge in a popular way, 
and to cultivate all the higher elements of character. Tbey are in continual nee, and it is im- 
poaaibic to overeslimaie their beneficial influence. 

Another class of libraries of which It has not been in my power lo collect the slatisuea 
comprises Sunday Sdioet LUrmriei. The aggregate number of books which they contain 
IS very great. These books, though mostly for juvenile readers, are always of a moral or re- 
ligioua tendency, and they have vast InQuence in forming the icilellectaat as well ai ihs moral 
^HMUr of Uw people. 
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GENERAL SUMMARY. 



Whole number of Librariea, exclueive of those of ihe ptiblk schools 
Aggregate number of volumes - - - - . • 3,201,t^ 

Whole number of Libraries containing, each, 1,000 volumes, nnd 

upwards - - ' - - - - 40 

Aggregatenumber of volumes in these Libraries • • -3,106,66 

Average size ....... 4^97 

Number of Libraries reported, containing less than 1 ,000 vcrlutnea, 

each - • - - - - . - 271 

Aggregate number of volumes in these Lihrarieg • - - 95,980 

"Number of Libraries containing 1,000 volumes and upwards, and 

less than 5.000 I9S 

Number of Libraries containing 6,000 volumes and upwards, and 

less than 10,000 17* 

Number of Libraries oontaining 10,000 volumes and upwards, nnd 

less than 20,000 • . ■ - -. ■ & 

Number of Liliraries containing 20,000 volumes and upwardi, and 

leas than 50,000 ...... U 

There are but five Libraries containing, each , 50,000 T{Jumea and 

upwards, Namely: - • . . ■ - S 

Harvard University — 

Public Library - - - 66,000 

Law Library - - - 14,000 

Theological Library - - 3,000 

Medical Library - - - 1,200 

Students' Libraries - - IO,(H)0 

84,200 

The Philadelphia Library, (including the Loganian Library) - 60,00(V 
Yale College- 
College Library - - 20,615 
Medical Library - - 900 
Law Library - - 1 ,900 
Students' Libraries - 27,166 

^ 50,48\ 

The Library of Congress . • . - . 50,000 

The Boston Athenaeum ..... 50,000 

*In thii itataivent, and In thaae which Tallow, Iha Libruiuof KKistiei ofstudentiuid th«c 
of pniftNiDiiB] departmanu are counted with the LibrwtM >Df itte CoU*gN 01 SeminorieB with 
whidi thty an eomwotad. 
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